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tre  built — Firfl  Jkne  laid  by  Mr  Lacy  Ryan 

^^^His  cbara^er. 

It  was  not  my  original  intention  in  this  trea- 
tife,  to  have  enttred  into  a  minute  inveftiga- 
tion  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  flage  at 
iarge  J  ox  eveij.  to  have  particul^rifed  its  origin 


Digitized  by 


Google 


7.  HISTORY    OF 

and  advancement  in  Scotland,  to  which  part 
of  the  ifland  the  purport  of  the  following 
pages  fhall  as  clofely  be  confined  as  the  nature 
of  the  fubjecSl  will  adnaiL 

Those  who  wifti  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
minutiae  of  the  growth  and  culture  of  the  dra- 
ma in  South  Britain,  may  find  ample  gratifi- 
cation in  the  per^fal  of  Colley  Gibber's  Apolo- 
gy for  his  Life  :  And  a  review,  of  Mr  Arnot's 
Hiftory  of  Edinburgh  will  greatly  add  to 
their  general  knowledge  of  the  fubjecfl. 

This  publication  having  been  rather  defign- 
ed  as  a  narrative  of  my  own  perfonal  tranfac- 
tions,  no  farther  refearches  were  intended  to 
have  been  made  into  occurrences  anterior  to 
my  debut  on  the  Edinburgh  theatre,  but  fuch, 
as  extended  their  confequences  to,  or  had  ope- 
rated within  the  limits  of  my  management. 

But  when  I  began  to  explore  the  tenure  by 
which  the  theatrical  property  was,  arid  is  at 
prefent  held,  I  found  it  neceflary  to  repair  to 
its  fource,  that  I  might  thereby  find  an  op- 
portunity of  tracing  the  dream  of  right,  flow- 
ing clear  and  unlullicd  from  the  fountain  head. 
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As  a  member  of  the  theatrical  community^ 
and  as  an  early  admirer  of  the  profeflion,  I 
cannot  but  lament  the  very  unpleafing  eitima- 
tion  in  which  it  has  been  invariably  held.— 
The  difgrace  is  obvious,  and  there  is  no  dif- 
guifing  it — And  however  individuals,  thro' 
adventitious  circumftances,  may  have  out- 
feared  the  contempt^  the  general  odium  re- 
mained in  force,  and,  with  fome  flight  relaxa- 
tions, ftill  continues  to  exifV. 

LETthe  public,  who  have  aflSxed  the  ftigma^ 
declare  the  caufe.  Partial  as  I  may  be  deemed 
npon  the  fubjedl,  I  fliall  not  from  myfelf  even 
hazard  a  furmife. 

**  Where  could  be  the  difgraCe,'*  fays  Cib-' 
ber,  **  of  entering  into  a  fociety,  whofe  infti- 
tution,  when  not  abufed,  is  a  delightful  fchool 
of  morality  ?  and  where  to  excel  requires  as 
ample  endowments  of  nature,  as  any  one  pro- 
feflion, that  of  holy  inftitution  excepted,  what- 
foever  *?" 

In  tne  early  ages  of  Chriftianity,  theatrical 
rcprefentations  had  their  origin  from  religious 

A  2  tenets. 

•  Cither*!  Afchgy^ 
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tenets.     "  The  fubjeds  were  icriptural,  the 
clergy  the  compofers,    the  church  was  the 
^  ftage,  and  Sunday  the  time  of  exhibition  *." 


y 


The  cities  of  Chefler  and  Coventry  were 
remarkable  for  their  dramatic  exhibitions. 
The  hiftoric  occurrences  of  the  former,  I  hare 
had  occafion  minutely  to  invcftigate.  There 
they  had  their  Whitfon  Plays,  fo  called  from 
their  being  performed  in  Whitfon  Week  j 
which  were  a6led  in  the  open  air,  or  under 
cover,  as  occafions,  I  prefumc,  and  circum- 
fiances  bed  fuited. 

In  1529,  in  the  ftrect  at  the  high  croft,  was 
reprefented  the  play  of  Robert  Kyng  ofCycyle^ 
w  Robert  le  Diable^  taken  from  a  French  mo- 
rality of  that  title  f . 

A  PIECE, 

•  jirnot^s  Hljlcry  cf  Edinburgh^  p.  74. 

t  Here  IS  of  Kyng  Robert  of  Cicylc, 
How  pride  dude  hime  beguile. 

Robert,  for  his  haugbtincfs  and  pride,  drew  upon  himfelf 
tie  wrath  of  heaven.  A  found  fleep  fcizes  him  in  the  church. 
An  angel  aiTumes  his  (hape  and  drefs,  and  takes  his  place  in 
the  palace.  Robert  awakes,  but  is  unknown,  and  confequently 
difowncd  by  his  fervants.*— The  angel  makes  him  the  fool  of 


Digitized  by 


Google 


tflE   SCOTTISH    STAGE.  ^ 

A  PIECE,  called  The  AJfumpilon  of  our  Lady^ 
was  performed  before  Arthur  Prince  of  Wales, 
the  fbn  of  Henry  the  Seventh,  at  the  Abbey 
Gate;  and,  in  1600,  th^  annual  repreienta^ 
tions  were  in  the  churchy 

These  performances  were  compofed  from 
paflages  in  fcripture,  and  thence  called  My- 
fteries.  They  had  fcriptural  titles  ;  fuch  as, 
The  Hiftory  of  the  Deluge— The  Birtb  ofCbrift—- 
The  Death  of  Lazarus — ^and,  The  Laft  Supper. 
In  the  exhibition,  Time,  Death,  and  Sin,  were 
perfonified,and  made  capital  performers  in  the 
dramatis  perfona^ 

They  were  written  by  one  Randal*,  of  the 

religious 

the  hail^  and  orders  him  to  be  clothed  m  that  chara^erillic 
garb. 

The  fool  Robert  alfo  went, 

Clothed  in  lodly^  gamement. 

With  foxes  tayles  mony  about e, 

Men  mighte  him  knowen  in  the  rotue. 
He  is  then  fent  out  to  lie  with  the  dogs  ;  in  which  fituation 
fee  cannot  but  enTy  the  canine  race  that  were  permitted  to  re- 
main in  the  royal  hall.  After  a  long,  a  rigorous,  and  ignomi- 
nious penance,  the  angel  reftorcs  King  Robert  to  his  royalty. 
iVartof^i  Ancient  Poetry,  vol.  I.  p.  184,  i88, 
•  lothly.  lothforae. 

•  B7  Randal  Higgcnct,  monk  of  Chcftcr,  An.  1327,  ifaS. 


i^oogle 
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religious  order  of  that  city,  originally  in  La- 
tin, and  afterwards  tranflated  by  himfelf 
into  Englifli,  by  permiffion  of  thie  Pope,  to 
whom  he  made  a  perfonal  application  for  that 
purpofe  ;  and  having  been  upon  the  acfling 
lift  for  near  three  centuries,  were  modernifed 
for  reptefentation  in  the  year  i6oOi  Randal 
was  not  the  only  author  of  thefe  facred  itty- 
fteries  exhibited  at  Chefter  in  1532.  By  the 
proclamation  for  the  Whitfon  plays,  that  year, 
we  are  informed,  that  "  a  play,  and  declaration 
of  divers  ftories  of  the  bible,  beginning  with 
the  creation,  and  fall  of  Lucifer,  and  ending 
with  the  general  judgement  of  the  world,  to 
be  declared  and  played  inthe  Whitfonne  weeke, 
was  divifed  and  made  by  Sir  Henry  Frances, 
Ibme  tyme  moonke  there;  who  gat  of  Clement, 
then  bifliop  of  Rome,  1 000  dayes  of  pardon, 
and  of  the  bifhop  of  Chefter  at  that  tyme,  40 
dayes  of  pardon,  to  every  perfon  reforting  in 
peacible  manner  to  heare  the  fayd  playes ; 
which  were  inftituted  to  the  honor  of  God  by 
John  Arnway,  then  mayor  of  Chefter,  his 
brethren,  and  whole  commonalty  thereof;  to 
be  brought  forth,  declared,  and  played,  at  the 
coft  and  charges  of  the  craftes  men,  and  occu- 
pations of  the  Jayd  citty  */' 

These 

•  H arid  an  MSS.  2013. 
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These  compofitions  were  not  peculiar  to 
Coventry  and  Chefter ;  we  hear  of  them  at 
Clerkenwell*;  and  in  all  probability  they  ar« 
to  be  metf  with  in  the  records  of  many  other 
cities  in  England.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
twelfth  oentury,  a  religious  fpedtagle,  entitled, 
A  Miracle  Play  of  St  Catharine^  was  compofed 
by  the  abbot  of  St  Albans,  and  adled  at  Dun- 
ftable  f. 

We  read  of  them  abroad  at  a  very  early 
period.  A  piece  called  CbriJTs  Sufferings^  was 
ivritten  by  Gregory  of  Nazianzen,  bilhop  of 
Conftantinople  %. 

We  learn  from  Cervantes,  that  the  pradice 
of  reprefenting  dramatic  pieces  on  the  Sab- 
bath day  prevailed  in  Spain  in  the  (ixteenth 
century.  The  goat-herd,  in  his  narrative  to 
Don  Quixot,  fays,  "  I  forgot  to  tell  you,  that 
Cryfoftom,  the  defundl,  was  fuch  a  great  man 
at  compofmg  couplets,  that  he  made  carols  for 
Chriftmas  Eve,  zxA  plays  for  the  Jjord's  Day, 

which 

•  By  the  parifli  clerks  of  London,  whence  that  place  was  after- 
wards called  Clcr  ken  well. 

t  About  the  year  1 1  ro.  IVarton's  Ancient  Poetry,  v.  I.  p.  371. 
\  San^'t  Crcgorii  Nazianzsni  ofera^  v.  II.  p.  233. 
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which  were  reprefented  by  the  young  men  in 
our  village ;  and  every  body  iaid  that  they 


were  tip-top  *.'* 


Some  of  thefe  dramatic  pieces  were  compor- 
fed  intirely  from  moral  fubje<5ls  ;  and  thence 
(1(1  vl  Moral  Plays ^  or  Moralities  ;  humorr 
ous  pafTages  were  at  length  introduced  ;  an4 
the  Uidicrous  naturally  crept  into  ufe.  Numr 
bers  chofe  rather  to  laugh  than  to  cry.  Thus 
a' kind  of  motley  compofitions  fucceeded;  till 
at  laft,  by  degrees,  they  were  formed  into  re- 
gular pieces  of  five  adls,  ferious  or  comic, 
with  the  introdudlion  of  a  prologue  :  and  ia 
this  ihape  were  they  handed  down  to  the  pre- 
fent  time,  under  the  claffical  titles  of  Tragedy 
and  Comedy, 

After  thefe  dramatic  pieces,  under  the 
various  titles  of  Miracle  Plays^  Moralities^  and 
Myfteries^  became  prevalent  and  popular  in 
England,  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  but  they  would 
foon  be  introduced  into  this  kingdom. 

In  my  prefent  refearches,  I  have  met  with 

a  pu  V 

♦  Don  ^ixQtly  T.  SmcUet^M.  D.  v.  I.  p.  icj. 
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a  publication  printed  in  Edinburgh    1633, 
which  is  now  before  me,  entitled, 

THE 

ENTERTAINMENT 

OF   TUE 

HIGH   AND    MIGHTY    MONARCH 

CHARLES, 

King  of  Great  Britain^  France^  and  Ireland^ 

Into  his  Ancient  and  Royal  City  of 

EDINBURGH, 

l!be  fifteenth  of  June  1633*. 

This  royal  theatrical  fpedacle  exhibited 
fuch  a  variety  of  fcenery,  fuch  a  charaderif- 
tic  propriety  in  the  different  habits,  and  fuch 
apparent  order  and  regularity  through  the 
whole,  with  a  fplendor  I  havd  hardly  read  of 
in  fo  early  a  period,  as,  I  am  certain,  if  re-ex- 
hibited, would  attradl  attention  and  admira- 
tion in  this  more  refined  age :  And  I  am  con- 
vinced, that  the  conductors  and  the  adlors 
concerned  in  it,  muft  have  been  converfant 
in  ftage  reprefentations. 

B  Mr 

•  Vide  Appendix,  No.  I. 
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Mr  Arnot  informs  us,  that  dramatic  per- 
formances in  Scotland  were  very  common  in 
the  beginning  of  the  fixteenth  century :  That 
after  they  were  excluded  from  the  churches, 
profane  fubjecEls  were  introduced,  and  per- 
formed in  the  open  air.  In  a  note,  he  fays, 
"  The  place  where  thefe  performances  were 
exhibited  was  called  the  Play-Field :  Few 
towns  of  note  were  without  them  :  That  at 
Edinburgh  was  at  the  Greenfide  Well ;  that 
of  Coupar  of  Fife  was  on  their  Caftle  Hill  *." 

The  members  of  the  church,  with  whofe 
predecefFors  dramatic  performances  had  ori- 
ginated, and  by  whom  their  modes  of  repre- 
fcntation  had  been  adopted,  were  the  firft  to 
promote  their  fuppreffion.  They  prohibited 
plays  from  being  written  upon  divine  fub- 
jecfls  ;  forbade  all  kinds  of  performances  up- 
on Sundays  ;  excommunicated  all  that  Ihould 
attend  them ;  and,  finally,  exploded  them  on 
every  fubjecfl,  and  in  every  fhape  f. 

In  thefe  theatrical  perfecutions,  the  church 
of  Scotland  took  the  lead :  and  in  after  times, 

when 

•  H'tjlarx  of  Edinburgh,  p.  76.     f  $p9ttifwood*s  Hijiory^  p.  456. 
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when  dramatic  entertainments  were  attempt- 
ed to  be  renewed,  its  oppofition  to  them  more 
forcibly  revived, 

"  The  prefbyterian  clergy/'  fays  Mr  Ar- 
not,  "  were  pofTefled  with  the  moft  illiberal 
and  violent  animofity  againfl:  the  flage.  The 
writings  of  their  moft  popular  divines  repre- 
fented  the  Play-houfe  as  the  adlual  Temple 
of  the  Devil,  where  he  frequently  appeared, 
cloathed  in  a  corporeal  fubftance,  and  poflefT. 
ed  the  fpedators,  whom  he  held  as  his  wor- 
fliippers  *." 

The  magiftrates  kept  pace  with  the  clergy, 
reftridling  the  comedians  from  adling  within 
the  limits  of  their  jurifdicflion.  The  prefby- 
tery,  in  a  folemn  deputation,  thanked  them 
"  for  the  juft  zeal  they  had  Ihewn  in  the  mat- 
ter.'* An  a&  of  exhortation^  againft  the  fre- 
quenting of  ftage-plays,  was  drawn  up  by  a 
committee  of  divines,  which  was  read  from 
all  the  pulpits  in  the  diftridl  f.  The  condi- 
tion of  an  adlor  in  Edinburgh,  in  thofe  Go- 
thic times,  muft  have  been  as  difpleafmgly 
irkfome  as  that  of  an  excommunicated  cul- 
prit 

•  Arnoi^  p.  366.  f  Ann.  1727,  Arnot^  p,  367. 
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prit  beneath  the  fulminations  of  the  diredlors 
of  th^  Inquifition. 

These  over- violent  proceedings  of  the  cler- 
gy excited  a  fpirit  of  party  among  the  nobi- 
lity and  gentry,  who  made  a  point  of  lup- 
porting  their  theatrical  amufements,  by  form- 
ing parties  for  tlie  boxes ;  and,  to  prefer vc  the 
performers  from  the  perfecutions  with  which 
they  were  threatened,  they  procured  for  them 
perfonal  protecSlions. 

The  adlors  had  fcarcely  obtained  their  e- 
mancipation  from  this  ftate  of  bondage,  which 
.they  had  efieded  chiefly  by  the  connivance 
of  the  law,  and  tlie  announcing  a  concert^  with 
a  gratis  play^  at  the  head  of  their  bills,  when 
I  had  the  honour  of  making  my  entree  up- 
on the  Edinburgh  theatre,  then  in  the  Ca- 
nongate,  in  the  character  of  Oroonoko. 

Mr  Love,  who  Xvas  joint  lefTee  with  Mr 
Beatt,  was  adling  manager.  I  came  to  him 
unnoticed,  and  unknown :  I  defired  a  trial, 
and  he  inftantly,  with  great  politenefs,  com- 
plied with  my  requeft.  My  reception  was 
flattering  j  and  the  next  day  I  was  enrolled 

among 
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among  the  ^£lors  for  the  feafon,  upon  tlxe 
firft  falary  in  the  company.  I  had  now 
reached  the  fummit  of  my  wiflies,  and  I  blett 
my  fortune  for  placing  me  there.  Had  Ox 
run  reftiff  in  the  onfet,  and  flopped  me  fhort 
in  my  career,  flic  might  perhaps,  upon  the 
whole,  have  been  fully  as  much  my  friend : 
for  I  had  refolved,  upon  the  failure  of  tha(t 
evening,  to  have  returned  contentedly  to  my 
home,  and  applied  myfdf  to  the  line  that  had 
been  chalked  out  for  me  ;  b^ut, 

**  Youth  and  profpetitj  had  made  mc  vain.*'  * 

I  am  confident,  that  at  that  moment  I  fhould 
have  preferred  the  figuring  upon  the  ftage  in 
the  Mock  Majefty  of  Macbeth^  to  the  leading 
a  regiment  to  the  gates  erf*  Quebec,  under  the 
command  of  the  gallant  Wolfe, 

I  HAD  fome  advantageous  offers  indeed  of 
preferment,  during  my  firft  feafon  in  Edin- 
burgh ;  but  Mr  Garrick's  affurance  of  an  en- 
gagement in  Drury  Lane  triumphed  over  all 
other  confiderations. 

Oroonoko  was  repeated  again  and  again. 
Before  the  fecond  reprefentation,  I  was  ho- 
noured 


Digitized  by 


Google 


14  HISTORY    OF 

noured  with  the  acquaintance  of  the  late 
Lord  Somerville  *,  who  had  been  one  of  the 
adive  fupporters  of  the  theatre.  Being  the 
fon  of  a  clergyman,  and  an  officer  in  the  mi- 
litia of  England,  I  was  foon  favoured  with 
many  introduftions  of  confequence ;  and,  a- 
mong  the  reft,  I  had  a  general  invitation  to 
Drummond  Lodge. 

Provost  Drummond  had  been  a  mod 
ftrenuous  oppofer  of  all  dramatic  reprefenta- 
tions ;  and  nothing  but  a  very  fmgular  re- 
commendation could  have  wrought  fuch  a 
miracle  in  my  favour,  as  the  procuring  the 
patronage  of  a  man  fo  refpedlable,  and  fo  op- 
pofite  in  his  principles  to  the  profeffion  in 
which  I  was  embarked  f  • 

On  a  morning's  vifit  to  the  Lodge,  the  fpot 
on  which  Mrs  General  Scott's  houfe  now 

ftands, 

•  My  introduction  to  that  Nobleman  was  through  a  chance 
meeting  in  the  King's  Park ;  but  his  warm  attachment,  with 
which  I  was  afterwards  favoured,  and  which  continued  till 
his  death,  was  the  refult  of  a  letter  his  Lordlhip  received  from 
the  Earl  of  Fingall,  in  whofe  family,  in  Berks,  I  had  the  hap- 
pinefs,  upon  all  occafions,  of  being  kindly  received.  See  Ap- 
pendix, No.  II. 

t  This  was  effefled  by  a  letter  from  one  of  his  intimate 
friends  in  London.    Appendix,  No.  III. 
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ilandS)  after  fome  converfation  with  Mr 
Drummond,  he  was  told  his  carriage  was 
at  the  door.  He  apologifed  for  his  being 
under  the  neceflity  of  going  to  town,  and 
afked  me  if  I  would  take  a  leat  in  his 
chariot.  I  thanked  him,  and  accepted  of  hia 
offer. 

"We  flopped  facing  the  Exchange,  where 
Lord  Somerville  happened  to  be.  On  our 
alighting,  his  Lordfhip  came  up  to  Mr  Drum- 
mond, and,  in  his  ufual  blunt  mode  of  ad- 
drefs,  thus  accofled  him  :— 

"  Well  done,  Prcrvoft  ;  do  not  you  think 
now  that  you  are  a  pretty  fellow  ?" 

**  What  is  the  matter,  my  Lord  ?" 

**  What  is  the  matter  !  Why,  I  have  in 
my  pofleflion  a  letter  from  you,  in  which  you 
declare,  that  the  moment  a  man  fets  his  foot 
into  a  play-houfe,  he  fets  his  foot  into  hell ; 
and  you  have  juft  now  brought  a  Play-a&or 
in  your  carriage,  and  fet  him  down  at  the 
crofs  of  Edinburgh.** 

His 
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His  Lordfliip,  without  waiting  for  a  reply, 
turning  to  me,  faid,  "Come  along  with  me, Sir, . 
and  I  will  fliew  you  this  very  curious  letter/* 

I  AdcoMPANiED  Lord  Somerville  to  his 
apartments  in  Holyrood-houfe,  where  he 
looked  out  the  epiftle,  in  which  I  read  the 
ftrong  pojfage  before  mentioned,  with  fbme 
other  expreflions  equally  forcible,  condemn- 
ing his  Lordlhip  for  the  adlive  part  he  had 
taken  in  fupport  of  the  ftage. 

He  then  informed  me,  that,  in  order  to 
protedl  the  performers  from  the  violent  mea- 
fiires  adopted  againft  them,  fome  of  the  no- 
bility were  under  the  neceffity  of  nominal- 
ly announcing  them  as  their  menial  fer- 
vants:  That  a  principal  one  had  been  received 
into  his  houfe  as  his  butler;  where,  after 
performing  King  Richard  the  Third  upon  the 
ftage,  he  difdained  not  to  enadl  the  part  of 
Scrubs  by  drawing  a  cork  at  his  Lordfhip's 
fide-table. 

I  WOULD  not  have  it  here  fuppofed,  that  I 
have  mentioned  the  above  anecdote,  to  infer 
from  thence,  that  I  was  honoured  with  the 

acquain- 
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acquaintance  of  the  two  pcrfonages  concern- 
ed therein  ;  or  that  I  wifhed  thereby  to  fliew, 
that  I  was  exempt  from  thofe  indignities  the 
other  performers  were  compelled  to  put  up 
with. 

Far  different  were  the  fentiments  this  dif- 
courfehad  engraved  upon  my  mind^  They  were 
the  effe(fls  of  a  firfl:  impreflion,  and  have  ne- 
ver fince  been  effaced.  I  felt  the  compliment 
with  a  compuncflious  fenfation,  and  efleemed 
the  civilities  I  had  received  upon  the  fcore  of 
perfbnal  recommendation,  or  that  had  flowed 
through  a  channel  independent  of  the  avoca- 
tion in  which  I  was  then  engaged,  of  infinite- 
ly lefs  value. 

This  unpleafing  prejudice,  attendant  upon 
the  (ituation  of  an  adlor,  mufl  have  ever  been 
difgufting  to  indignant  merit ;  and  not  only 
have  prevented  candidates  of  refpei51,  and  per- 
haps of  very  fliining  abilities,  both  male  and 
female,"  well  born  younger  brothers, or  beau- 
"  ties  of  low  fortune,"  as  the  great  Laurcat  ex- 
prefTes  it,  from  becoming  ornaments  to  the 
profeflion,  but  proved  alio  an  unfurmountable 
bar  to  the  fcdate  citizen,  from  contributing 

C  towards 
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towards,  or  embarking  in  the  ifunds  of  a  com- 
munity,  whole  occupation  was  ftruggling 
undei*^  the  preflure  of  fuch  an  entailed  dis- 
grace. 

No  man  of  fubftance  would  ftep  forward 
to  promote  the  eredlion  of  a  fabric  for  the  re- 
^refentation  of  profane  pieces,  excommunica^ 
ted  by  the  church,  and  interdidled  by  law  *. 
Or,  could  it  have  been  polBble  to  find  a  mat 
ter-builder  hardy  enough,  in  the  face  of  the 
church's  ban,  to  have  encountered  both  the 
rilk  and  the  cenfure,  which,  by  the  credling 
a  building  for  the  purpofe  of  a  theatre,  he 
muft  have  laid  his  account  with,  I  fcarcely 
think  a  journeyman  could  have  been  procured 
bold  enough  to  have  handled  a  chiflel  or  a 
hammer  in  forwarding  the  profane  work; 
not  even  to  have  eredled  a  bench, 

"  Where  giggling  girls  and  powderM  fops  might  fit, 
*'  And  crowd  the  houfe  for  Satan's  benefit  \. 

Even  the  accommodation  of  a  roof  was  look- 
ed upon  by  the  wary  landlord  as  too  great  a 
hazard,  where  the  owner  was  afTured  by  his 
enthufiaftic  paftors,  that  the  devil  would  be 

perfonified 

•  An.  10  Geo.  II.  c.  aS.  f  Epilogue  t$  the  Minor. 
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perfonified   beneath   it,  and  that  the  whole 
would  vanifh  away  in  a  flaih  of  fixe. 

The  belief  of  a  poflibility  of  this  kind  exift- 
ed  even  in  London  the  beginning  of  the  pre- 
fent  century,  and,  at  this  moment,  I  do  not 
diink  it  is  totally  exploded.  In  one  of  Rich's 
celebrated  pantomimes,  in  Lincoln's  Inn 
Fields,  I  believe  the  Sorcerer^  a  dance  of  in- 
femals  was  to  be  exhibited.  They  were  re- 
prefented  in  dreiles  of  black  and  red,  with 
fiery  eyes  and  fhaky  locks,  and  garnifhed  with 
every  appendage  of  horror.  They  were 
twelve  in  number.  In  the  middle  of  their 
performance,  while  they  were  intent  upon  the 
figure  in  which  they  had  been  completely 
pradliied,  an  adlw  of  fome  humour,  who  had 
been  accommodated  with  a  fpare  drefs  for  the 
occafion,  appeared  among  them.  He  was,  if 
pebble, more  terrific  than  the  reft;  andfeem- 
ed  to  the  beholders  as  defigned  by  the  con- 
duiSlor  for  the  principal  fiend.  His  fellow- 
furies  took  the  a}arm ;  they  knew  he  did  not 
belong  to  them,  and  they  judged  him  an  in- 
fernal in  earnert: ;  their  fears  were  excited  ;  a 
general  panic  fucceeded,  and  the  whole  group 
fled  dififexent  ways ;  fome  to  their  drefling- 
C  2  rooms, 
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rooms,  and  others  through  the  ftreets  to  their 
own  homes,  in  order  to  avoid  the  defl:ru(5lion 
which  they  beheved  was  coming  upon  them, 
for  the  profane  mockery  they  had  been  guihy 
of.  The  ODD  DEVIL  was  non  inventus.  He 
took  himfelf  invifibly  away,  thro'  fears  of  an- 
other kind.  He  was,  however,  fecn  by  many, 
in  imagination,  to  fly  through  the  roof  of  the 
houfc,  and  they  fancied  themfelves  almoft 
fufibcatcd  with  the  fliench  he  had  left  behind. 

The  confufion  of  the  audience  is  fcarcely 
to  be  conceived.  They  retired  to  their  fami- 
lies, informing  them  of  this  fuppofed  appear- 
ance of  the  devil,  with  many  of  his  additional 
frolicks  in  the  exploit.  And  fo  thoroughly 
was  its  reality  believed,  that  every  official  ex- 
planation that  could  be  made  the  following 
day,  could  not  entirely  do  away  the  idea.  I 
myfelf  have  gone  purpofely,  more  than  once, 
before  I  was  convinced  of  the  fa(5l,  to  fee  if  I 
could  trace  the  repairs  of  the  end  of  the  houfe 
that  had  been  carried  away  by  a  waft  of  the 
devil's  tail. 

An  explanation  of  the  above  circumflance 
I  had  from  Mr  Rich,  in  the  prefence  of  his 

friend 
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friend  Bencraft,  the  contriver,  if  not  the  aclor, 
of  it,  who  defigned  it  only  as  an  innocent  fro- 
lick  to  confufe  the  dancers,  without  advert- 
ing to  the  ferious  confequences  that  might 
cnfue. 

This  rooted  prejudice  again  ft  the  fbns  of 
Thefpis,  as  it  was  ftronger  in  Scotland  than 
in  her  lifter  kingdom,  fo  it  there  more  power- 
fully operated  againft  the  propagating  of  ftage 
exhibitions,  and  more  forcibly  retarded  the 
growth  of  the  drama. 

In  England,  dramatic  performances  were 
exhibited  in  churches  on  Sundays  ^',  till  the 
end  of  the  fixteenth  century :  But  in  Scot- 
land they  were  anathematifed  immediately 
after  the  Reformation  f  • 

When,  upon  the  reftoration  of  Charles  the 
Second,  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York,  took 
up  his  refidence  in  Holyrood-houfe,  a  party 
of  performers,  from  what  was  called  the 
Duke's  Company,  by  his  Highnefs's  com- 
mand, attended  him  thither. 

•  Wartof2*s  Antient  Poetry^  Vol.  I.  p.  141. 
f  Bojk  of  Umverfal  Kirk*  p.  145?  l6l. 
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In  a  prologue  to  the  Univerfity  of  Oxford, 
written  by  Dryden,  he  humoroufly  apologizes 
for  the  company  of  performers  on  that  occa« 
fion  being  fo  thin. 

Our  brethren  have  from  Thames  to  Tweed  departed, 
And  of  our  fitters  all  the  kinder  hearted. 
To  Edehborough  gone,  or  coacht,  or  carted  *. 

From  this  period,  through  the  whole  of 
Queen  Anne's  reign,  till  after  the  troubles  in 
1 715,  no  theatrical  reprefentations  were  at- 
tempted in  Scotland. 

The  fir  ft  adventurer  we  hear  of,  was  Sig- 
niora  Violante,  an  Italian,  who,  with  fome  of 
her  countrymen,  returning  from  Dublin  by 
the  way  of  Port-Patrick,  paid  a  vifit  to  Edin- 
burgh. She  exhibited  feats  of  ftrength,  pot 
turcs,  and  tumbling,  in  a  room  in  Carrubber^s 
Clofe,  which  was  fitted  up  for  the  purpofe. 

The  fuccefs  fhe  met  with  on  this  occafioo, 
encouraged  her  to  coUecSl  a  company  of  come- 
dians in  England,  with  which  fhe  returned  to 
her  former  quarters  in  Edinburgh. 

Itinerant 

•  Dryden  s  PomSf  VoL  III.  p^   2C9.     The  time  of  the 
Duke's  vifit  to  Edinburgh. 
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lTiNEitANTperfonners,after  this,  exhibited 
in  Merchant  Taylors  Hall,  fo  called  from  its 
belonging  to  the  corporation  of  that  name* 
The  prices  there  were,  for  the  pit  and  boxes, 
28.  6d.  gallery,  is.  6d.  The  houfe  would  hold 
at  thefe  rates  from  L.40  to  L.45. 

From  the  violence  of  the  oppofers,  and  the 
exertions  of  the  fupporters  of  the  ftage*. 
Merchant  Taylors  Hall  was  loon  perceived  to 
be  too  fmall,  on  particular  occafions,  to  con- 
tain the  audiences  that  applied  for  admifHon. 
Oppo&ion  generally  exalts  and  renders  popu- 
lar the  objedl  it  is  meant  to  deprefs. 

Some  performers,  with  Mrs  Ward,  a  favou- 
rite adrefs,  at  their  head,  at  length  foimd 
means  to  procure  fubfcriptions  towards  the 
eredtion  of  a  regular  theatre :  And  the  trades- 
men, encouraged  by  the  promife  of  a  partial 
payment,  were  induced  to  proceed  upon  ere-- 
dit,  on  an  afTurance  of  being  paid  out  of  the 
future  profits. 

By  thefe  means  a  new  theatre  was  ereded 

on 

•  Arnolds  Hiftory  ofEdinlurgh^  p.  368. 
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on  the  fouch  fide  of  the  Canongate*.  The 
firfl  ftone  was  laid  in  Auguft  1 746,  by  Mr 
Lacy  Ryan,  then  belonging  to  Covent-Gar- 
den  theatre.  I  was  favoured  with  his  ac- 
quaintance. He  bore  a  mod  refpedlable  cha- 
racter as  a  man,  and  was  a  good  aclor. 

He  had  a  particularity  of  voice,  from  an 
accident  he  had  formerly  received  in  his 
mouth  f ,  not  pleafing  to  a  ftranger.  On  his 
firll  entree  in  Cato,  his  mode  of  pronoimcing 

**  The  dawn  is  overcaft,  the  morning  lowers, 
**  And  heavily  in  clouds  brings  on  the  day — 
**  The  great,  th*  important  day,  big  with  the  fate 
««  Of  Cato  and  of  Rome '' 

gave  an  unfavourable  imprefBon  to  a  perlbn 
unfamiliarifed  with  his  tones  ;  but  before  the 
end  of  the  play,  that  peculiarity  was  forgot. 

♦  The  Canongatc  theatre,  at  as.  6d.  is.  6d.  and  rs.  held 
from  L.60  to  L.65.  At  LancaOiire's  benefit,  I  remember 
there  was  upwards  of  L.70';  but  the  wiugs  and  ftagc  were 
fo  crowded,  that,  when  I  came  on  in  the  cbara<5ler  of  Hot- 
fpur^  to  encounter  the  Panes  cf  Walcs^  wc  had  not  room  to 
Hand  at  fwords  length. 

t  As  he  was  returning  from  the  theatre,  after  one  of  his 
evening's  performance,  he  was  attacked  by  a  ftrect  robber, 
and,  making  rcfiHance,  received  two  piftol  balls  in  his  mouth, 
wh'fth  ihaitcred  Kis  j  iw.  After  the  (hot,  by  the  help  of  a 
hmp,  the  villain  recognized  Mr  Ryan,  begged  his  pardon 

for  the  mtflake,  and  made  off. He  was  firfl  noticed  in 

Marcus  in  Cato^  which  was  brought  out  in  1712. 

SECT. 
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SECT.     IL 

Tenures  of  the  theatres  in  Europe — Revival  of 
Jiog^  plays  in  England — Origin  of  the  patent  in 
Covent  Garden — Of  the  theatrical  property  in 
Edinburgh — Mr  Lee  proprietor  and  manager 
— Lords  of  SeJJion  and  other  gentlemen  pro^ 
prietors — Mr  Cullender  their  manager — Mr 
Digges  and  Mrs  Ward  there — Tragedy  of 
Douglas  brought  out — Mr  Love  manager-^ 
Mrjackfons  appearance  in  Edinburgh — Mrs 
Bellamy  there* 

J  HE  building  of*  the  Canongate  theatre, 
though  ftill  without  the  fan(5lion  of  law,  and 
in  defiance  of  an  adl  of  Parliament  *,  was  the 
firll  regular  theatrical  eftablifhment  in  Scot^ 
land.  From  the  original  proprietors,  there- 
fore, of  this  houfe,  the  rights  of  property,  be- 
longing to  the  prefcnt  Theatre  Royal,  took 
their  rife  ;  together  with  the  privilege  of  ex- 
hibiting flage  reprefcntations  under  the  cover 
of  two  exprcfs'acls.     The  one  f ,  extending 

D  the 

•  10  Geo.  ILc.  a8.  f  7  Geo.  III.  c.  27. 


Digitized 


b^^^i^ogle 


26  HISTORY    OF 

the  limits  of  the  liberties  of  the  city,  and  em- 
powering the  King  to  grant  a  patent  to  au- 
thorife  the  a6ling  of  plays  therein.  The  o- 
ther  *  reftraining  magiftrates  from  licencing 
itinerant  adlors  within  twenty-four  miles  of 
the  cities  of  London,  Weftminfter,  and  Edin- 
burgh. 

The  heritable  right,  therefore,  of  the  pro- 
perty, with  that  of  the  proprietors  thereto  be- 
longing, of  the  theatre  of  Edinburgh,  thus 
fortified  and  extended,  muft  proceed  by  lineal 
defcent,  or  by  purchafe,  to  future  heritors, 
without  a  poflibility  of  a  diminution  of  its 
powers  or  apurtenances,  unlefs  by  the  will 
and  confent  of  the  owner  or  owners  thereof. 

The  theatres  through  Europe  were  origi- 
nally ere(5led  upon  the  fame  precarious  foot- 
ing, and  are'  held  by  a  fimilar  tenure.  The 
whole  expence  attending  their  building  and 
fupport,  were,  with  very  few  exceptions,  left 
to  the  fortunes  and  induftry  of  private  indi- 
viduals. Thefe  men,  therefore,  have  been 
every  where  permitted  to  manage  and  con- 
dud 

♦  28  Geo.  III.  1788.     Sec  Appendix,  No.  IV. 
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du<5l  their  own  property,  like  other  fubjeds, 
under  regulations  confonant  to  the  police  of 
the  refpeftive  countries. 

They  were  the  fabrications  of  adventurers, 
and  remain  in  the  perfbns  of  theii*  fuccellbrs, 
their  heirs,  or  afligns» 

The  theatres  of  Paris  arofe  from  a  religious 
fociety,  termed,  Confrerk  de  la  PaJJion.  The 
brotherhood  reprefented  facred  fubjedls^;  and 
when  thefe  pieces  came  afterwards  to  give 
place  to  modern  comedy,  the  firft  religious 
adlors  retained,  notwithftanding,  the  property 
and  the  licence  from  the  crown. 

By  them  the  whole  was  at  lad  conveyed  to 
the  company  of  the  Hotel  de  Burgogne^  in  con- 
fideration  of  a  certain  annuity  or  annualrent. 
MoUere  founded  the  other  Parifian  company, 
and  the  proprietors  of  the  prefent  theatres  of 
Paris  are  the  lineal  fucceflbrs  of  ihofe  two  by 

D  2  in- 


line troupe  grolfiere. 


£q  public  a  Paris  y  monta  la  premiere, 

£t  fottement  zelc  en  fa  fimplicet^, 

Joua  les  Saints,  la  Vierge,  et  Dieu,  par  pietc. 

Vide  BoiUau  PArt  Poetique^  ChauL  3mc  ct  les  notes. 

Voltaire  vie  de  Moliere. 

Le  grand  Encyckfedie^  voce  Comcdisn* 
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inheritance,   or  purchafe,  without  interrup- 
tion. 

Upon  the  revival  of  the  ftage  in  England, 
plays  were  introduced  at  Court.  In  the  days 
of  Elizabeth,  James,  and  Charles  the  Firft, 
the  exhibitions  were  attended  with  great  ex-^ 
pence.  The  fcenery  and  architedlure  of  Ben 
Johnfon's  mafques,were  defigned  by  Sir  Inigo 
Jones.  The  adlors  were  the  houfehold,  and 
hence  derived  the  title  of  His  Majeftys  Ser-^ 
vcints  ^. 

At  the  refloration,  Sir  William  Davenant, 
and  Sir  Harry  Kelligrew,  undertook  to  build 
and  decorate  a  houfe,  entirely  at  their  own  ex- 
pence^  for  the  entertainment  of  the  public  as 
w  ell  as  the  Court.  Therefore  it  was,  that 
Charles  the  Second  granted  a  patent  to  them 
and  their  heirs  and  aflignees,  for  ever.  This 
patent  is  the  authority  of  Coyent  Garden  at 
this  moment. 

Whatever  intereft  the  public  may  have, 

^nd  the  people  contend  for,  in  the  ^/r^/(?«  of  their 

clergy^ 

•  "  They  had  each  ten  yards  of  fcarlct  doth,  with  a  proper 
quantity  of  lace,  allowed  iliem  for  liveries;  and  in  their  war- 
rants from  the  Lord  Chamberlain,  were  ftiled  C^nthtncn  of 
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clergy^  yet  fo  facred  is  property,  that  the  rights 
oi  patronage  has  continued  for  ages,  and  ftill 
exifts  in  the  fucceffors  of  thofe  who  original- 
ly endowed  the  church,  or  beftowed  property 
upon  iff  I  muft  apologize  for  making  ufe  of 
this  illuftration  in  fpeaking  upon  the  prefent 
fubjedl ;  but  the  juftice  and  aptnefs  of  it,  it  is 
hoped,  will  obtain  my  excufe. 

How  far  I  Ihall  be  able  to  keep  to  the  fi- 
militude,  in  the  claim  that  I  now  make  to  the 
right  of  the  theatrical  property  of  Edinburgh, 
to  tne  powers  of  its  inherent  appendages,  and 
to  the  fandlion  of  the  public,  let  the  following 
progreffive  narrative  decide. 

Under  the  firm  of  its  firfl:  profeffional  aC- 
fociation,  the  bufinefs  of  the  new  theatre  in 
the  Canongate  was  carried  on  till  the  year 
1 752.  During  that  period,  feveral  performers 
from  London,  fome  of  them  of  eftablilhed 
merit,  paid  occafional  vifits  to  Edinburgh. 
Among  thefe  was  Mr  Lee,  who  poflefled  a 
conliderable  Ihare  of  dramatic  abilities,  and 
was  rifing  very  faft,  in  his  cftimation,  as  an  ac- 
tor. Lee,  who  had  quarrelled  with  Mr  Garrick, 
was  defirous  of  procuring  an  eflablilhment  in 

Scotland, 
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Scotland,  and  came  down  to  Edinburgh  with 
that  intention. 

Many  of  the  original  claimants  upon  the 
theatrical  property  in  the  Canongate  were 
dead.  Mr  Lee,  who  was  now  become  a  fa- 
vourite with  the  town,  found  it  no  very  dif- 
ficult matter  to  conclude  an  agreement  with 
the  remaining  ones,  of  whom  he  purchafed 
the  houle  for  L.648,  and  annuities  of  L.  100 
a-year  to  the  furviving  leflees. 

Lee  being  unable  to  make  good  his  con- 
traifls  with  refpedl  to  pecuniary  matters,  the 
theatre  became  the  property  of  fome  of  the 
Lords  of  Seilion  *,  and  other  gentlemen,  who 
interpofed  their  intereft,  and  made  fome  mo- 
ney-advancements on  the  occafion. 

The  motive  for  the  interference  of  thefe 
gentlemen  was  doubtlefs  of  a  public  nature, 
and  that  of  a  laudable  kind  ;  an  intention,  as 
they  expedled,  of  bringing  the  then  theatre 
into  credit,  and  of  raifing  it  to  that  degree  of 

refpe<fl 

*  Lord  Elibank,  Lord-Alemoor,  Lord  Monboddo,  Lord 
Aiikerville,  Mr  Baron  Stewart,  Mr  Alexander  Maxwell,  Mr 
Callcnder,  and  others. 
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refpedl  which  their  wiflies  and  their  ideas  had 
formed. 

Mr  Callender,  a  merchant  in  Edin- 
burgh, who  was  concerned  in  the  underta- 
king, was  invefted  with  the  management,  for 
the  behoof  of  himfelf  and  the  gentlemen  con- 
cerned. 

Mr  Digges,  who  was  then  a  favourite  in  -^ 
Dublin  as  an  a<Elor,  and  who  had  been  for- 
merly known  in  Edinburgh  in  private  life, 
was,  with  Mrs  Ward,  engaged  at  the  head  of 
the  company. 

The  tragedy  of  Douglas  foon  after  m^de 
its  appearance  *,  and  was  a  great  temporary 
relief  to  the  finances  of  the  houfe.  It  will 
for  ever  be  a  monument  much  to  the  honour 
of  the  poetical  genius  of  this  country,  as  well 
as  a  lading  credit  to  the  theatre  at  large. 

The 

•  December  14.  1756. 

The  charaftcrs  were  thus  originally  fillad  : 
Men.  IVonien. 

Douglas,     —    Digges.  Lady  Randolph,  Mrs  Ward. 

Lord  Randolph,  Younger.        Anna,       —       Mrs  Hopkins. 
Glenalvon,    —  Love. 
Nerval,       —     Hatman. 
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The  finances^  however,  even  thus  under 
the  infpedion  of  one  of  their  own  body,  did 
not  anfwer  the  expedlation  of  the  new  pro- 
prietors. Mr  Callender  retired  with  lofs,  and 
Mefllrs  Love  and  Beatt  fucceeded  to  the  ma- 
nagement. 

Under  their  theatrical  reign,  I  made  my 
firft  appearance  in  Edinburgh  *. 

Besides  Mr  Love,  who  was  adding  mana-^ 
ger,  there  were  in  the  company,  that  feafbn, 
MeflTrs  Stamper,  Griffith,  Parfons,  Lancafliire^ 
and  myfelf.     Mrs  Mozeen  was  the  heroine. 

Though  I  had  previoufly  refolved  to  fay 
as  Httle  as  poffible  refpecfting  myfelf,  efpeci- 
ally  where  it  does  not  immediately  lead  to- 
wards the  illucidation  or  the  promotion  of 
the  main  bulinefs  in  queflion,  yet  as  this  was 
an  epocha  of  my  life,  to  which  I  cannot  re- 
cur without  fenfations  of  various  tendencies, 
I  find  it  impoiTible  to  pafs  over  fo  momen- 
tous a  period  of  my  exiflence  in  total  filence.  - 

I  WAS  ulhercd  before  the  public  v/ith  a 

prologue, 

•  Saturday,  January  9.  1 762. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    SCOTTISH   STAGE.  33 

prologue*,  written,  and  intended  to  have  been 
(poken,  by  myfelf,  previous  to  my  appear- 
ance in  the  charadler  of  Douglas^  then  my  fa- 
vourite part ;  but  as  it  gave  place  to  that  of 
Oroonokoy  for  reafbns  which  the  reader  will 
quickly  be  apprifed  of,  the  fpeaking  an  ad- 
drefs,  anterior  to  that  charadler,  was  judged 
both  inconvenient  and  improper ;  and  the 
manager  being  like  wife  apprehenfive  of  truft- 
ing  a  charge  fo  confequcntial  to  one  fo  inte- 
refted  and  unexperienced,  the  egotifms  were 
taken  out ;  and  a  change  being  made  from 
the  firft  to  the  third  perfon,  Mr  Love  very, 
kindly  undertook  it  himielf. 

After  that  of  Oroonokoy  I  appeared  in  the 
part  oi  Romeo ;  and  afterwards  in  feveral  other 
capital  characflers,  in  the  courfe  of  the  feafon, 
w>th  equal  fuccefs. 

On  breakfafting  one  morning,  as  ufual, 
with  the  manager,  with  a  flattering  exordium 
he  alTured  me,  that  though  he  had  conftantly 
negatived  my  requeft  of  appearing  in  Dou- 
giasj  he  had  been  inftigated  thereto,  through 
a  real  regard  for  my  intereft,  as  he  had  con- 

E  ftantly 

•  Sec  Appendix,  No.  V. 
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dandy  looked  upon  the  attempt  as  a  hazard- 
ous undertaking  :  For  as  no  one.  had  ever  per- 
formed the  part  before  an  Edinburgh  audi- 
ence, but  Mr  Digges,  he  remained  flill  frefh 
in  their  memories  ;  and  his  excellence  in  the 
charaifler  mull  bear  hard  upon  the  moft  flre- 
nuous  efforts  of  a  young  adlor,  labouring  un- 
der prepoffeflions  not  eafily  removed.  But, 
now  that  I  had  ftood  in  parts  of  infinitely 
more  confequence  in  the  dramatic  lift,  and 
that  with  a  marked  and  decided  approbation 
of  the  public,  he  thought  I  might  venture  up^ 
on  Douglas. 

He  was  fure  of  my  concurrence.  The  play 
was  therefore  given  out,  and  advertifed  for 
the  next  reprefentation. 

In  the  morning,  I  had  a  meffage  from  Mr 
Love,  more  early  than  ufual.  I  attended  his 
fummons.  After  fome  hefitation,  I  was  in- 
formed that  Mr  Digges  was  arrived  in  Edin- 
burgh. My  reply  was,  that  "  I  was  glad  of 
it,  as  he  would  have  an  opportunity,  for  the 
firft  time,  of  feeing  that  favourite  charadler 
exhibited  by  another.'* 

Mr 
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Mr  Love.  **  That  is  very  true,  Sir  ;  and  it 
may  yield  you  fome  temporary  gratification 
in  the  performance  :  But  what  will  be  the 
confequence  ?  My  advice  is,  that  you  fhould 
defer  it,  as  it  will  certainly  be  one  of  Mr 
Digges'  firft  performances,  and  comparifons 
may  be  unfavourable.-^Shall  I  order  the  play- 
bills to  be  fupprefTed  ?" 

Mr  Jack/on.  (With great  deference.)  "Wh^t- 
ever  you  think  right,  I  flxall  certainly  concur 
in.*' 

Mr  Love.  "  I  was  certain  you  would  fee 
this  in  the  fame  light  with  myfelf.  I  Ihall 
therefore  order  the  bills  to  be  taken  down/' 

He  had  the  door  in  his  hand,  when  I  thus 
accofted  him  :— ^**  Sir,  J  have  not  the  leaft  ob- 
jedlion  to  your  putting  a  flop  to  the  repre- 
fentatioix  of  the  play  of  Douglas^  if  you  think 
it  for  your  advantage  ;  certain  I  am  that  it  is 
not  for  mine :  and  mark  the  confequence — if  I 
am  not  permitted  to  perform  Douglas  to-morrow 
^  night,  as  advertifed,  I  never  will  appear  again, 
in  any  other  part,  upon  the  Edinburgh  flage. 

»*  For  I  have  fet  mj  fame  upon  the  caft ; 
*«  And  I  will  ftand  the  hazard  gi  the  dye." 

E  a  I  RE- 
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I  REMINDED  him,  that  I  had  toiled  in  the 
vineyard  through  the  whole  of  the  early  and 
dead  part  of  the  feafon,  and  that  now  the 
vintage  was  arrived,  I  hoped  to  pull  a  ripe 
bunch,  as  well  as  a  tranfient  vifitor,.  who  came 
but  for  a  day;  and  who,  the  moment  the 
grapes  were  gathered,  would  retire,  to  leave 
the  labour  to  another  *. 

Mr  Love,  with  fome  figns  of  embarafT- 
ment,  apologifed,  affuring  me,  that  he  had 
fuggefted  nothing  bqt  with  a  fincere  attach- 
ment to  my  intereft.  He  candidly  confefled, 
that  Mr  Digges  had  made  a  point  with  hinx 
to  defer  the  play  :  "  But,''  fays  he,  "  as  you 
feem  fo  determined,  I  (hall  drop  the  fubjcdV, 
and  the  bills  (hall  remain ;''  at  the  fame  time, 
he  exprefled  himfelf  apprehenfive  of  the  con- 
fequences,  both  for  himfelf  and  me. 

Mr 

•  I  performed,  from  the  9ih  of  January  to  the  ^cth  of 
Apil  I7^):t  Oroonoh,  thrice — Rameo^  four  times — Eari  of 
EJfe>^  jihricc — Of:2:yn^  Mourning  Bricle«  Don  Felix^  Wonder, 
|wicc — Joffier^  twice — Douglas^  four  times — Caflalio^  twice— 
Toung  Bcv'iL  Buckingham^  Henry  V 11 1.  Hamlet y  Ofman^  ZzTst^ 
Lord  Hardy^  Funeral,  Tancred^  Jaques^  Juba^  Pro/pcrO'-zxkd 
fpoke  two  prologues,  one  to  the  Drummer,  or  the  Haunte(i|^ 
Houfe  ♦,  the  other  before  the  mafons  play,  which  was  thirty- 
four  appearances,  all  excepting  two,  entire  new  ftudy. 
•  Sec  Appcndi  <,  Nc.  VI. 
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M&  Hume,  the  author  of  the  play,  paid 
particular  attention  to  the  rehear fals  ;  and  it 
was  performed  to  a  crowded  audience. 

Mr  Digges  came  early  to  the  houfe,  and 
placed  himfclf  very  confpicuoufly  in  the  cen- 
tre of  the  third  row  of  the  pit  from  the  or- 
cheftra. 

After  the  curtain  dropped,  Mr  Hume  re- 
paired to  the  front  of  the  houfe,  and,  among 
others,  affured  Mr  Digges  that  he  had  fcarce- 
ly  ever  been  fo  well  iatisfied  with  the  perfor- 
mance of  the  part  of  Douglas. 

In  a  very  Ihort  time  after,  the  play  was  re- 
peated, and  Mr  Digges  appeared,  for  the  firft 
time,  in  the  Old  Shepherd.  Another  difB- 
culty  here  flarted.  He  infifted  upon  having 
his  name  for  Old  Norval  at  the  head  of  the 
bill.  I  refufcd  to  yield  to  him  the  poft  of 
honour.  At  laft  the  matter  was  compromiicd, 
and  the  firft  line  flood  thus : 

Douglas,  Mr  Jackson— Old  Shephcrdi  (Firft  time)  Mr  DiGGit. 

I  PERFORMED  afterwards  feveral  parts  in 
the  fame  pieces  with  Mr  Digges :   Jajier  to 

his 
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his  PierrCy  Juba  to  his  Cato ;  and  continued, 
if  not  upon  terms  of  the  clofeft  intimacy,  yet 
with  thofe  of  the  higheft  complaifance  and 
apparent  cordiality ;  the  above  flight  conten- 
tion, on  our  firft  acquaintance,  having  in  no 
wife  operated  fo  untowardly  as  to  difturb  or 
impede  the  fucceeding  bufinefs  of  the  feafon. 

It  lerved,  however,  in  my  mind,  for  wliich 
reafon  it  is  here  inferted,  more  forcibly  to 
attach  my  aflPeftions  to  an  audience,  for  this 
ftrong  and  repeated  inftance  of  their  partia- 
lity and  kindnefs,  who  ftill  continued  to 
ihower  their  favours  upon  me,  on  all  fuc- 
ceeding occafions,  fof  which  I  am  bound  to 
yield  them  the  fulleft  tribute  of  gratitude, 
and  which  I  fhall  ever  acknowledge  with  the 
higheft  {(^nk  of  duty  and  rcfpecfl. 

Towards  the  clofe  of  the  feafon,  Mrs  Bel- 

'    lamy  was  introduced.     Her  engagement,  ac- 

r.Tf  cording  to  the  advertifement,  was  for  four 

nights,  for  which  the  boxes  had  been  previ- 

oufly  taken  *.    I  was  retained  on  the  occafion ; 

and 

♦  •*  The  following  y&«<r  plays  on/y  will  be  performed  fuc- 
ccfiirely  at  the  theatre  in  the  Canongate: — Tancred  and 

SiGlSMUNDAi 
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and  had  the  high  honour  (as  I  then  deemed 
it)  of  performing  twice  with  that  celebrated 
adrefs ;  Caftalio  with  her  Monimia^  and  i?c?- 
nuo  to  her  Juliet. 

I  REMEMBER  her  finding  fault  with  my 
approaching  too  near  her  in  the  balcony 
Icene.  I  apologifed^  by  obferving,  that  it 
'was  impoflible  to  refrain  from  even  fcaling 
the  wall,  if  acceflible,  when  fo  charming  an 
objedl  was  in  view.  In  this  I  judged  I  had 
nature  for  my  guide. 

It  certainly  is  much  to  the  intereft  of  a 
Juliet^  that  the  Romeo  fhould  (land  at  fome 
diftance,  and  as  near  the  lamps  as  the  form 

of 

SiGlSMUNDA,    RULB    A    WirE    AND    HATB    A    WiFB,   JaKE 

Shoes,  and  the  PROyOKSD  Husband;  in  which  a  GentU' 
nuoman  will  appear,  for  the  firft  time,  on  the  ftage  in  this  king- 
dom, in  the  character  of  Sigifmunda^  Eftifama^  AllcU^  and 
Lady  Trwnly.  Tancred  and  Sigifmanda  (the  firft  play)  will 
be  performed  on  Wednefday,  the  5  th  of  May,  with  an  occa* 
fional  prologue,  to  be  fpoken  by  Mr  Digges."  In  the  hiftory 
of  her  life,  Mrs  Bellamy  fays  (v.  IV.  p.  44.)  <'  Eight  nights 
were  to  be  the  limited  number  of  my  performing,  and  the  la  ft 
was  to  be  for  my  benefit ;"  which,  I  prefume,  was  the  cafe ; 
for  it  was  her  ferenth  night  (Thurfday)  when  I  appeared 
with  her  in  Rovteo^  and  on  the  Saturday,  May  the  ijtb,  fhe 
played  Lady  Macbeth. 
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of  the  houfe  would  allow ;  for  by  that  means 
the  lady  is  enabled  to  aflame  a  more  graceful 
pofition,  and  to  prefent  her  figure  more  fully 
to  the  audience.  But  this  is  a  fituation  de- 
trimental to  her  lover ;  as  it  exhibits,  at  moft, 
his  profile  to  one  part  of  the  audience,  and 
his  back  to  the  other.  I  was,  however,  at 
that  period,  too  little  acquainted  with  the  ar- 
cana of  theatrical  bufinefs,  called,  in  the  cant 
phrafe,  ftcige  tricky  to  have  pradlifed  this  as  a 
premeditated  manoeuvre.  I  was  alfo  poflefT- 
cd  of  too  much  gallantry  to  have  taken  .a 
wilful  advantage  of  a  lady,  particularly  one 
fo  celebrated  in  her  profeffion,  and  whom  I 
ihould  have  been  proud  to  oblige,  even  by 
(landing  upon  my  head,  had  fhe  deigned  to 
make  the  requeft.  It  was,  neverthelefs,  deem- 
ed intentional  in  me  at  the  time ;  became  the 
ground- work  of  a  ferious  complaint  againft 
me,  and  was  the  caufe  of  my  not  continuing 
the  next  feafon  in  Edinburgh  ; — a  meafure 
which  both  my  inclination  and  my  intereft 
mod  ftrongly  prompted  me  to  embrace ;  and 
which  Mr  Garrick,  though  his  theatre  was 
open  to  me,  recommended  as  the  moft  effec- 
tual means  to  procure  me  a  neceffary  degree 
©f  confidence,  and  experimental  knowledge. 

Mr 
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Mr  Dowson  gave  me  a  very  preifing  in- 
vitation to  remain  in  Edinburgh  another  year} 
and  made  me  an  offer  of  an  addition  of  a 
pound  a-v?eek  to  my  falary ;  but  I  was  pre- 
poflefled,  that  as  Mr  Digges  and  Mrs  Bellamy 
Vere  to  continue  in  Scotland  that  feafbn,  my 
fituation  would  be  rendered  not  very  pleafing. 

This  year,  1763,  Mr  Digges  changed  his 
theatrical  name;  the  principal  charafters,  thro' 
the  feafbn,  in  the  play-bills,  being  announced 
to  be  performed  by  Mr  and  Mrs  Bellamy. 

Mrs  Bellamy^s  anecdotes,  on  her  jaunt 
to  Scotland,  are  delineated  in  the  memoirs  of 
that  lady,  to  which  the  reader  is  referred* 

On  my  arrival  in  London,  I  procured  en- 
gagements for  Meflrs  Love  and  Parfons,  with 
Mr  Garrick,  at  Drury  Lane. 

The  former,  with  whom  I  was  connedled 
in  the  clofeft  ties  of  friendihip,  was  in  private 
life  a  moft  refpedlable  and  worthy  character. 
His  real  name  was  Dance,  the  fbn  of  Dance 
the  archited  to  the  city  of  London.    He  was 

F  a  good 
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a  good  found  adlor,  and  confefledly  the  bed 
Falftaff  ^Vizt,  Quin. 

Mr  Parsons  performed  the  Miftr  that 
feafon  in  Edinburgh.  He  has  ever  fince  fuf- 
tained  a  capital  line  of  charadlers  in  Dniry 
Lane. 

Mr  Griffith  aded  the  fops  and  fine  gen- 
tlemen. He  was  many  years  afterwards  ma- 
nager of  the  Norwich  company,  which  he 
fupportcd  with  much  credit. 

Mr  Lancashire  poffefFed  a  great  fund  of 
dry  humour,  and  filled  Shuter's  line  in  low- 
comedy.  He  was  a  great  favourite  with  the 
public.  He  kept  a  tavern  firft  in  the  Canon- 
gate,  and  afterwards  in  the  New  Town.  He 
drank  and  joked  with  his  cuftomers  ;  laugh- 
ed and  grew  fat ;  and,  at  length,  died  refpecfl- 
ed  by  many,  and  with  the  good  word  of  alL 
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SECT.    III. 

Anecdotes  of  the  Reverend  Mr  Jackfofty  A.  J?.— 
Of  Arcbbijljop  Blackburne — Ele&ion  matters 
— Anecdotes  of  the  late  Earl  of  Tbanet  and 
Lady  Bingley — Of  the  late  worthy  Archbljbop 
Drummond — Htsfentiments  refpeEling  tbefage. 

-My  engagements,  and  purfuits  in  London, for 
the  five  years  fucceeding,  as  they  are  quite 
miconne(Sed  with  theatrical  concerns  of  E- 
dinburgh,  Ihall  be  palTed  over  in  filence.  One 
circumftance  only,  as  it  redounds  to  the  ho- 
nour of  a  Right  Honourable  and  Reverend 
ftelate,  and  a  native  of  Scotland,  I  feel  an  in- 
voluntary impulfe  to  make  known  ;  fincerely 
trufting,  that  fo  rich  a  fample  of  benignity, 
condefcenfion,  and  Chriflian  charity,  will  not 
only  attradl  the  attention  of  his  brethren,  the 
clergy  of  North  Britain,  but  ftand  forward  as 
an  example  worthy  of  their  imitation. 

My  father  was  a  clergyman  of  the  church 

of  England.     He  held  two  livings  in  the  dio- 

cefe  of  York  j  one  for  life,  in  the  gift  of  the 

F  2  Earl 
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Earl  of  Thanet,  to  whom  he  had  likewife  the 
honour  of  being  chaplain.  The  other  during 
the  pleafure-onljr  of  his  Diocefan  *. 

At  that  period,  the  parties  of  Whig  and 
Tory  ran  prodigioufly  high.  The  Earl  was 
a  (launch  Tory;  the  Archbilhop  as  violent  on 

the  contrary  fide. 

An  oppofition  for  a  member  for  the  county 
took  place,  inthe  room  of  Lord  Morpeth,  who 
was  chofen  at  the  general  eledlion  1741,  and 
died  in  Auguft  that  year.  Nearly  at  the  fame 
time,  if  not  by  the  fame  poft,  my  father  re- 
ceived two  letters,  to  the  following  purport : — 

Sir, 
The  eledlion  is  approaching ;  as  you  value 
my  future  favour,  you  will  vote  for  Mr  Fox. 
Grofvenor  Square.  THANET. 

Sir, 
At  the  enfuing  eledion,  I  expe<5l  you  will 

give  your  vote  and  intereft  to  Mr  Turner. 

BiJIjopthorp.  EBOR. 

Tf-^^  Reverend  Mr  Jack/on ^  of  Kieghky. 

Sq 

^  I^ancdot  Blackburne, 
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So  fituated,  it  was  both  my  father's  in- 
clination and  his  intereft  to  remain  neuter. 
He  applied  to  both  parties,  earneflly  foliciting 
fb  to  do ;  but  no  excufe  would  be  admitted. 
He  that  is  not  for  us  is  againft  us,  was  the  mu- 
tual conclufion,  and  he  muft  declare.  His 
dilemma  was  obvioufly  diftrefling.  If  he  vo- 
ted for  one,  he  was  to  loofe  the  favour  of  his 
patron,  and  the  next  prefentation  of  a  valuable 
redlory,  which  he  had  long  been  promifcd. 
If  for  the  other,  he  was  inftantly  to  give  up 
the  living  he  held  at  pleafure,  and  muft  never 
more  expedl  preferment  in  the  church. 

Thus  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  declaring 
himfelf,  he  followed  his  natural  intereft,  which 
accorded  likewife  with  his  principles,  and  vo- 
ted for  the  friend  of  his  patron. 

The  Archbiftiop  fent  him  an  inftant  order 
to  remove ;  and,  with  bis  own  hand^  placed  a 
mark  againft  his  name  in  the  court  books,  that 
no  favour  fhould  ever  be  granted  him.  This 
injun(5lion  did  not,  however,  long  remain  in 
force,  as  His  Grace  died  in  London,  1 743. 

My  father,  folacing  himfelf  with  a  good 
confcience,  and  the  comfort  of  having  adled 

as 
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as  he  ought,  retired  to  his  other  living,  which, 
though  fmall,  he  had  the  comfort  of  knowing, 
that  nothing  but  death  could  take  from  him. 

By  the  intereft  of  Mr  Fox,  and  with  the 
confent  of  the  Earl  of  Thanet,  he  removed  to 
Doncafter,  where  his  emoluments  were  fup- 
pofed  to  amount  to  more  than  an  equivalent 
for  what  he  had  been  deprived  of.  It  was 
there  I  entered  upon  the  firft  rudiments  of 
my  education  j  having  been  intended  for  the 
church.  But  my  road  through  life  has  beca 
by  a  diflFerent  rout,  which,  I  will  venture  to 
afErm,  was  occafioned  from  the  eflfeds  of 
Lord  Thanet*s  difpleafure.  For  had  I  been 
permitted  to  continue  in  the  habits  of  friend- 
Ihip  with  the  fon,  I  know  not  what  cpn- 
nei5lions  might  have  been  formed,  that  would 
have  enabled  me  to  have  moved  in  a  very 
different  fphere. 

From  Doncafter  my  father  was  again  re- 
called to  his  living;  and,upon  non-compliance, 
was  given  to  underftand,  that  his  (Upend 
would  be  retained.  This,  his  Lordftiip  al- 
ledged,  was  a  meafure  he  was  under  the  ne- 
ceffity  of   enforcing,  at  the  requeft  of  the 

parifh- 
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parifhioners,  who  infifted,  that  their  paftor 
fhould  refide  among  them,  though  his  abfence 
had  been  ably  fupplied  by  Dodlor  Dehane, 
who  bore  an  vinexceptionable  charadler,  and 
had  been  approved  of  by  themfelves. 

My  father  remonftrated;  and,  I  remember, 
went  to  London  on  the  occafion  :  but,  finding 
the  Earl  immoveable,  of  two  evils  he  chofe, 
as  he  thought,  the  leafl.  He  obeyed  the  fum- 
mons,  returned  to  his  cure,  and  configned 
me  to  the  care  of  his  brother,  who  refidcd 
upon  a  final!  paternal  eftate,  afterwards  inhe- 
rited by  me.  It  was  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Kirkby  Lonfdale,  in  Weftmoreland,  where,  J 
at  the  grammar  fchool,  I  finilhed  my  fludy  ^^ 
of  the  clafGcs. 

On  calling,  as  ufual,  at  the  caftle*,  for  that 
part  of  his  annual  flipend  which  was  due 
from  the  Earl  of  Thanet,  he  was  told  by  the 
fteward,  that  orders  had  been  left  by  his 
Lordfhip  that  it  fhould  not  be  paid.  This 
information  furprifed  him  not  a  little,  parti- 
cularly as  he  had  complied  with  the  EarlV 
requeft.    But  what  was  his  aftonifhment  to  be 

farther 

f  Skipton  Cattle  ia  Craven. 
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farther  acquainted,  that  his  Lordlhip  would 
be  much  pleafed  with  his  refignacion. 

Whether  Lord  Thanet  had  taken  offence 
at  the  fuppofed  reludlance  of  Mr  Jackfon  to 
flep  forward  on  that  occafion,  which  proceed- 
ed neither  from  a  difference  of  opinion  in 
politics,  or  a  want  of  attention  to  the  intereft: 
of  his  patron,  but  merely  from  the  critical  fi- 
tuation  in  which  he  was  placed  ;  for  I  knew 
liis  heart ;  or  from  what  other  caufe  his 
friendfhip  had  been  alienated  from  my  fa- 
ther, has  never  yet  tranfpired  ;  for  no  caufe 
would  his  Lordfhip  ever  affign,  though  fre- 
quently entreated  by  Mr  Jackfon  fo  to  do. 
He  perfifted  in  this  refolution  to  the  day  of 
his  death ;  which  deprived  my  father  of  twen- 
ty pounds  of  his  annual  income  for  twenty 
years,  and  me  of  a  more  finiflied  education, 
with  Lord  Tufton,  at  Geneva,  a  youth  of  my 
own  age,  as  had  been  previoufly  fettled  by 
our  fathers,  while  they  were  upon  terms  of 
intimacy. 

On  the  approach  of  my  fir  ft  benefit  at 
Drury  Lane,  I  was  advifed  to  make  my  fi* 
tuation  known  to  Lord  Thanet,  and  Lady 
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Bingley,  whofe  hufband  was  the  Mr  Fox, 
fince  Lord  Bingley,  for  whofe  intereft  my  fa- 
ther had  been  fo  great  a  fufferer. 

I  HAD  built  much  upon  their  favour  and 
proteftion.  The  one  had  ferved  me  upon 
her  lap,  with  the  choiceft  dainties  at  her  ta- 
ble :  with  the  other  I  was  acquainted  when 
a  boy.  He  had  often  blamed  the  obflinacy 
of  the  Earl,  in  refufing  juftice  to  my  father  : 
"  But,  oh!"  faid  he  frequently  to  him,  "  when 
I  come  to  be  Lord,  you  Ihall  not  feek  a  fecond 
time  for  redrefs."  From  thefe  circumftances, 
I  thought  I  had  only  to  make  the  application 
to  obtain  all  I  wifhed ;  but  my  hopes,  as  they 
often  have  been,  were  placed  upon  a  fandy 
foundation. 

I  ADDRESSED  a  very  polite  card  to  each  of 
thefe  noble  perfonages,  requelling  their  pa- 
tronage, and  fignifying  that  I  would  do  my- 
felf  the  honour  of  waiting  on  ihem  perfonal- 
ly  for  the  anfwers.  I  was  informed  by  Lady 
Bingley 's  gentlewoman,  that  "  her  Ladyfliip 
could  not  be  feen.  It  will  be  needlefs  for 
you.  Sir,  to  call  again.  I  read  your  tard, 
and  am  ordered   by  my  Lady  to  acquaint 

G  you, 
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you,  that  her  Ladyfliip  never  encourages  any 
adlors  benefit."  She  could  lavifh  hundreds, 
however,  upon  thofe  of  Italian  fingers. 

Lord  Thanet's  valet,  with  great  polite- 
nefs,  was  forry  to  acquaint  me,  that  his  Lord 
was  that  morning  engaged,  and,  more  unfor- 
tunately fb,  on  my  night,  or  other  wife  he 
would  have  attended.  From  himfelf  he  took 
the  liberty  of  advifing  me,  as  I  valued  my 
own  interefl,  not  to  infinuate  that  there  were 
any  arrears  due  from  his  Lordfhip  to  my  fa- 
ther. "  You  know.  Sir,  it  is  no  compulfatory 
matter,  and  would  therefore  be  better  drop- 
ped ;  and  befides,  take  care  how  you  touch 
my  Lord's  character,  for  it  will  come  round 
to  his  ear,  and  the  confequence  to  you  may 
be  unpleafant." 

I  LEFT  Cavendifh  and  Grofvenor  Squares 
in  no  very  pleafing  turn  of  temper ;  return- 
ing to  my  apartment  with  my  pride  not  a 
little  lowered,  and  my  feelings  hurt. 

I  DID  not,  however,  follow  the  lacquey's 
,  advice.  Indignation  and  refentment  were  a- 
:  float,  and  I  meditated  an  inftant  afTertion  of 
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right-  la  fpite  of  the  fuperiority  of  riches, 
rank,  and  privilege,  I  determined  to  enter  the 
lifts  with  Lord  Thanet ;  for  having  been  fo 
lately  a  Prince^  I  had  lefs  hefitation  in  con- 
tending with  a  Lord ;  and 

**  Who  could  refill  me  in  a  parent's  caufe?" 

I  DREW  out  a  hafty  memorial,  in  terms 
ftrongly  pointed  :  they  were,  however,  fome- 
what  foftened  by  the  advice  and  correction 
of  Mr  Garrick.  The  coolnefs  of  his  experi- 
ence meliorated  the  heat  of  youth.  I  had 
three  copies  prepared  ;  inclofed  one  to  the 
Archbifhop  of  York,  another  for  Sir  Anthony 
Abdy,  Lord  Thanet's  agent,  and  the  laft,  as 
my  dernier  refort,  was  to  be  delivered  to  the 
King  the  next  levee  day.  This  honourary 
trouble  was  rendered  unnecefTary,  as  the  fe- 
quel  will  explain. 

The  two  fir  ft  procured  me  an  almoft  im- 
mediate interview.  The  one  was  fhort,^  but 
fatisfadlory.  Sir  Anthony  Abdy  was  much 
of  the  gentleman,  affable  and  polite.  He  pro- 
feffed  being  ignorant  of  the  matter  ;  and  was 
certain  the  noble  Lord,  for  whom  he  aded, 
would  not  knowingly  perfift  in  fuch  an  aj)- 
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parent  piece  of  injuftice — ^fuppofed,  that  in 
fome  circumftances,  I  might  be  miftaken — 
that  the  paper  contained  ftrong  charges — ho-» 
ped,  for  my  own  fake,  I  had  well  confidered 
the  allegations  I  had  given  in — and  advifed 
me  to  take  no  farther  fteps,  till  he  fhould 
fpeak  with  Lord  Thanet  on  the  fubjc(5l.  I 
acquiefccd,  and  took  my  leave. 

My  vifit  to  his  Grace  of  York  was  of  longer 
duration,  more  fuccefsful  in  its  confequences, 
and  {p  flattering  in  its  tendency,  both  to  my- 
fclf  perfonally,  and  to  the  profeffion  in  which 
I  was  embarked,  as  to  prove  the  fole  creation 
of  this  chapter. 

I  FOUND  his  Grace  at  breakfaft  in  his  ftudy, 
alone,  I  prefume  intentionally  fo.  His  perfon 
was  commanding,  and  his  manner  and  de- 
portment fuch  as  I  cxpecfled  to  behold  in  one 
who  could  be  deemed  worthy  to  fill  fo  digni- 
fied a  flation. 

After  defiring  me,  with  great  compla- 
cency, to  be  feated,  "  You  are,''  fays  his 
Grace,  "  I  prefume,  Mr  Jackfon  ?"-— "  Yes, 
my  Lord." — "  You  refide  in  the  Temple  ?" — 

"  I  do. 
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*'  I  do,  njy  Lord." — ^^  You   belong   to   the 
law?"—"  No,  Sir."—"  I  judged  fo  by  the  place 

of  your  refidence/'— ^ No  anfwer  from  me  to 

this  delicate  mode  of  enforcing  the  queftion. 

"  Your  father  now  lives  at  Beenham  in 
Berks  ?" — ^^  He  does,  my  Lord.  Having 
long  and  frequently  applied  for  the  payment 
of  his  arrears ;  being  a  widower,  lonefome, 
and  unpleafantly  (ituated,  through  party 
feuds,  with  fome  of  his  parifhioners,  whom 
he  fufpcdled,  and,  I  believe,  very  juftly,  of 
being  the  caufe  of  Lord  Thanet's  original 
di^uft,  he  was  defirous  of  a  change  of  fi- 
tuation :  He  wiflaed  alfo  to  be  nearer  me. 
Leaving,  therefore,  his  own  church  under 
the  care  of  an  approved  curate,  he  accepted 
himfelf  of  that  of  Beenham.  Dodlor  Stack- 
houfe  wrote  his  celebrated  hiflory  of  the  Bi- 
ble in  the  houfe  where  my  father  now  dwells." 

"  I  HAVE  a  memorial  from  you,"  replied 
his  Grace,  '*  refpeding  your  father,  of  a  very 
ferious  nature.  Great  reflecflions  mull  either 
fall  upon  you.  Sir,  or  the  noble  Lord  com- 
plained of.  I  have  no  reafon  to  fufpedl  the 
truth  of  your  aflertions ;  but  I  fent  for  you  to 
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know  more  fully  from  yourfelf  the  particu- 
lars of  this  charge,  which,  if  fubftantiat^d,  is 
certainly  an  adl  of  very  great  oppreflion,  and, 
indeed,  ingratitude,  particularly  in  the  old 
Lord." 

I  RELATED  every  thing  I  knew  concerning 
die  matter  minutely,  with  many  aggravations 
too  complicated  and  numerous  to  mention 
here.  His  Grace  liftened  to  me  with  great 
complacency  and  attention,  and  promifed  to 
make  immediate  enquiry  into  the  fadls  I  had 
dated,  upon  the  fpot,  where,  he  faid,  he  fhould 
be  on  a  vifitation  to  that  part  of  his  diocefe  j 
and  aflured  me,  that  he  would  make  a  vifit 
on  purpofe  to  my  father's  parifh. 

I  WAS  upon  my  legs,  and  on  the  point  of 
departing,  when  I  obferved  to  his  Grace,  that 
when  he  afked  if  I  belonged  to  the  law,  I  had 
continued  filent.  I  now  informed  his  Grace, 
that  I  had  no  intention  of  concealing  my 
profeflion,  nor  was  I  in  the  leaft  afliamed  of 
making  the  declaration ;  but  that  being  ap- 
prehenfive,  had  I  told  it  immediately,  my 
caufe  might  have  been  thereby  injured,  as  I 
feared  his  Grace  might  have  been  fo  preju- 
diced^ 
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diced,  as  not  to  have  liftened  to  me  with  the 
fame  attention  as  if  I  had  been  in  any  other 
line  of  bufinefs.— "  I  am,  my  Lord,  upon  the 
ftage." — A  paufe  for  a  moment. 

Sir, 
I  KNOW  no  diftindHon  of  perfons.  I  re- 
fpedl  worth  wherever  it  is  found.  Goodnefs 
may  adorn  the  breaft  of  an  adlor  as  well  as 
that  of  a  divine.  And  I  fee  no  juft  reafon 
why  I  fhould  difcredit  or  difregard  you  more 
for  being  on  the  ftage,  than  if  you  were  in 
the  pulpit,  provided  you  have  kept  your  cha- 
radler.  I  fhall  enquire  into  your  condufl:, 
and  if  I  find  it  fuch  as  I  can  fandlion  with 
credit,  you  fhall  always  have  my  patronage 
and  fupport. 

"  But  <:ome.  Sir,"  continued  his  Grace, 
*'  if  you  are  not  in  a  hurry,  let  me  afk  you  a 
queflion  or  two."  He  rang  for  chocolate, 
which  he  defired  I  would  take,  and  proceed- 
ed. "  You  fay  you  are  on  the  ftage ;  what 
parts  have  you  done?"  I  told  him  it  was 
my  firft  feafon :  That  I  had,  notwithftahd- 
ii^gf  appeared  in  Oroonokoy  Rcmeo^  Monefes^ 
Lord  Guilford  Dudley^  Polidore^  &c. 
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*'  I  AM  glad,"  fays  his  Grace,  "  you  (land 
fo  forward.  I  fhall  fpeak  to  Mr  Garrick  con- 
cerning you :  In  the  mean  time,  make  my 
compliments  to  him,  and  tell  him,  I  expedl 
he  will  ufe  you  well.  I  do  not  go  to  the 
theatre  myfelf ;  but  let  me  know  when  yonr 
night  comes,  and  1  ihall  fend  my  family." 
His  Grace  faw  me  to  the  door,  and  told  the 
porter,  that  whenever  I  called,  he  Ihould  be 
at  home.     He  then  again  wilhed  me  well ; 

**  Vow'd  me  affillance,  and  performM  it  too." 

By  the  interpofition  of  his  Grace,  the  Earl 
of  Thanet  was  induced  to  renounce  his  error. 
The  arrears  were  paid  me  by  Sir  Anthony 
Abdy.  The  ftipend,  in  future,  was  fettled 
upon  a  landed  eftate ;  and  my  father  had  a 
difpenfation  to  continue  at  Beenham  for  life, 
ftill  holding  his  living  in  Yorkfliire  ;  being 
cxcufed  from  attending  upon  vifitations,  or 
any  other  extraordinary  occafion. 

Such  were  the  efFedls  of  the  benign  aufpiccs 
and  fuccefsful  exertions  of  the  Right  Honour- 
able and  Right  Reverend  Robert  Drum- 
MOND,  Archbifliop  of  York,  the  brother  of 
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the  late,  and  father  of  the  prefent,  Earl  of 
^nnouL 

And  thus  was  a  worthy  member  of  the 
church  releafed  from  the  hand  of  oppreflion, 
and  rendered  happy  :  but  happinefs  on  earth 
is  rarely  perfedl,  and  never  certain.  No  foon- 
cr  had  he  acquired  the  fummit  of  his  wifhes 
in  this  life,  than  he  was  fummoned  to  ano- 
ther. He  caught  a  fever  at  the  age  of  feven- 
ty-five,.  and  expired  in  my  arms ;  having  been 
fifty-two  of  thofe  years  in  holy  orders,  with 
unfuUied  honour  and  unblemiflied  heart  At 
his  particular  defir6,  he  was  depofited  at  the 
^ft  end  of  the  church  of  Beenham,  by  the 
iide  of  his  predecefTor,  the  late  Reverend  Dog- 
(or  Stackhoufe, 

^eautefcat  in  fac(. 
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SECT.      IV;. 

I'be  refignation  of  Afr  Love — Mr  yobn  Doi^^ 
fan  and  Mr  David  Beatt  managers — Di/putes 
with  Mr  Stayley — Riots  in  confequcnce—De-- 
molition  of  the  interior  parts  of  the  tbeatre^^ 
Anecdotes  of  Mrs  Ward^  Mrs  Baker ^  and  Mr 
Younger — Ttbeatre^  property^  and  patent  bougbt 
by  Mr  Rofs — Tbe  prefent  Theatre  Royal  built 
— Mr  Foote  manager— ^Mejfrs  Digges  and 
Bland — Corri — Wilkinfon — Ttbe  theatre  and 
its  appendages  purchafed  by  Mr  Jackfon. 

•  ft£^  The  refignation  of  Mr  Love  ufhered  in  Mr 
John  Dowfon,  of  Newcaflle,  to  the  notice  of 
the  public  ;  who  became  copartner  with  Mr 
Beatt  in  the  management,  together  with  the 
proprietory  of  the  wardrobe,  moveables,  and 
old  debts. 

This  gentleman,  without  any  theatrical 
experience,  or  the  knowl^ge  of  ftage  bufi- 
nefs,  ftept  forward  as  the  joint  condudor  of 
an  undertaking  for  which  he  was  obvioufly 
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uhfit.  He  pofTefTed  one  qualification,  indeed, 
on  many  occafions  neceflary,  the  command 
of  fome  ready  money.  This,  however,  was 
not  long  in  running  through,  and  he  confe- 
quently  found  it  advifeable  to  fell  out. 

I  WAS  then,  as  I  had  frequently  been,  in 
Edinburgh,  though  not  in  my  profeflional 
line,  and  became  the  purchafer.  The  theatre* 
in  the  Canongate,  with  all  its  apurtenances, 
for  the  fum  ofL.  1400,  was  inftantly  to  be 
put  into  my  pofleflion ;  the  rights  of  the  gen- 
tlemen proprietors,  who  were  to  join  in  the 
conveyance,  alfo  included  ;  together  with  an 
obligation  from  thiem  to  fecure  to  me  the 
property,  arid  the  right  of  performance  in 
Edinburgh,  by  a  patent  to  be  procured  imme- 
diately, at  their  inftance,  but  at  my  expencc. 

Every  thing  was  finally  adjufted  between 
the  patties,  and  the  writings  were  to  have 
been  figned  the  next  day. 

The  preceeding  evening  I  vifited  the  thea- 
tre, where,  in  one  of  the  boxes,  I  had  an  un- 
expeifled  interview  with  an  honourable  per- 
fonage,  unneceflary,  on  this  occafiou,  to  be 
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introduced,  which  overturned  the  whole  bti- 
finefs.  I  wrote  a  card  that  night,  intimat- 
ing my  refblution  of  relinquifliing  my  bar- 
gain ;  and  determined,  from  that  moment,  to 
bid  adieu  to  every  connedlion  with  the  ftage 
for  ever. 

My  declining  this  agreement  proved  not 
only  a  circumftance,  individually  to  me,  of 
the  utmoft  confequence,  but  a  matter  of  im- 
port to  the  interefts  of  thofe  concerned  in  the 
Canongate  theatre,  and  the  community  of  the 
city  of  Edinburgh  at  large. 

A  Mr  Stayley^  an  itinerant  adlor,  had 
found  the  means,  by  ingratiating  himfelf  in- 
to the  favour  of  feveral  individuals,  to  pro- 
cure an  intereft,  which  he  judged  fufficient 
to  force  for  him  an  engagement  upon  the 
Edinburgh  theatre ;  the  managers,  deeming 
hi^  terms  too  high,  having  refufed  to  admit 
him  as  a  member  of  their  company. 

Mr  Stayley,  to  a  tindlure  of  genius,  had 
acquired  a  fmattering  of  ftage  knowledge^ 
which  might  have  rendered  him  an  uf^ful 
member  to  a  theatre  j  but  a  mediocrity  in  the 
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fcience  did  not  fuit  his  vast  ideas.  He  had 
adoptedj  in  compliance  with  the  tafte  of  his 
audience,  a  pompofity  in  his  pronunciation, 
and  an  eccentricity  of  tones,  and  mode  of 
deportment,  which,  by  a  country  audience, 
was  pronounced  ^r^j/  ailing. 

I  ACCIDENTALLY  faw  him  perform  Mac^ 
betb  at  a  provincial  theatre,  tn  the  battle  be- 
tween him  and  Macduff^  after  fighting  round 
each  front  wing,  and  having  been  ten  times 
apparently  run  through  the  body,  and  twice 
down,  he  got  up,  and,  daggering  towards  the 
lamps,  fell  a  third  time ;  where,  upon  one 
knee,  or  writhing  in  different  poftures,  he 
uttered  a  dying  fpeech  of  five-and-twenty 
lines,  compofed  by  himfelf,  and,  ^  length, 
expired  amidft  a  thunder  of  applaufe :  And 
the  bulk  of  the  audience,  retiring,  pronounc- 
ed him  the  firft  adlor  in  the  world. 

He  had  the  art,  for  a  time,  to  impofe  thefe 
extravagances,  even  upon  fome  of  the  Edin- 
burgh critics,  as  the  ebullition  of  fterling 
merit ;  in  confequence  of  which,  a  very  few- 
nights  after  I  had  taken  that  hafty  refolution 
before  recited,  fome  of  the  moft  violent  of  his 
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partizans  affemblcd  in  the  pit,  and  called  for 
the  manager.  The  fum  of  their  requifitiori 
was,  that  Mr  Stayley  (hould  be  engaged.  He 
was  in  waiting  in  one  of  the  upper  boxes  j 
iind  was,  at  the  defire  of  the  party,  with  the 
forced  confent  of  the  managers,  admitted  up- 
on the  ftage  to  tell  bis  own /lory. 

He  advanced  forward  to  the  audience,  id 
order  to  deliver,  obvioufly,  a  prepared  fpcech. 
"  I  am  proud,''  fays  he,  "  and  forry  thus  to 
appear  before  this  audience :  proud  for  the 
honour,  and  forry  for  the  caufe  - — " 

The  partial  and  prepared  few  who  had 
cfpoufed  the  part  of  the  adlor,  though  they 
had  procured  him  an  entrance  to  the  ftagei 
could  not  command  the  voice  of  the  houfe; 
The  friends  of  the  managers,  and  the  lovers 
of  order,  flopped  the  fpeaker  fhort  by  a  ma- 
jority of  voices,  infilling  upon  the  amufe- 
ments  of  the  evening  being  continued; 

Stayley  retired  difappointed  and  difcori- 
certed,  amidfl  a  confufed  clamour ;  and  the 
play  and  farce  went  on  without  farther  mo- 
leftation^ 

When 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   SCOTTISH    STAGE.  65 

When  the  curtain  dropped,  the  malecon- 
fents  remained  behind ;  and,  though  fcanty 
in  their  numbers,  made  fo  violent  and  fuc- 
cefsful  an  eflbrt  upon  the  fears  of  th.e  mana- 
gers, as  to  extort  from  them  a  proraife  that 
Mr  Stay  ley  flxould  be  engaged. 

This  compulfatory  confent,  on  the  part  of 
the  managers,  was  immediately  retradled  by 
(hem  and  the  performers,  in  the  following 
hand-bill: — 

THEATRE, 


Edinburgh^  January  12.  1767* 
The  Managers  and  Performers  humbly  hope, 
that,  from  the  dangerous  Ctuation  both  They 
and  the  Theatre  were  in  on  Saturday  night, 
after  the  farce  "was  over,  from  a  party  who 
(laid  behind  the  reft  of  the  audience,  in  be- 
half of  Mr  Stayky^  and,  by  throwing  ftones, 
pieces  of  ftlcks,  halfpence,  and  lighted  can- 
dles, COMPELLED  a  promife  of  his  being  en- 
gaged, a8  the  ONLY  MEANS  Icft  to  prcfervc 
the  Theatre  from  Jire  and  deftru^Hon^  they  fhall 
ftand  juftified  to  the  public  in  fufpending  all 

Entertainments^ 
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Entertainments,  till  they  can  be  aflured  of  a. 
proper  protedlion ;  and  alfb  of  refufing  to  ad- 
mit, as  one  of  their  community,  a  Man  capa* 
ble  of  taking  fuch  unwarrantable  and  wicked 
means  to  gain  his  ends, 


JAMES  AICKIN. 
JOSEPH  YOUNGER. 
,    J,  DOWSON.  ^         A.  J.  DIDIER. 
D.  BEATT.     I         W.  SEDGWICK. 

WILLIAM  ADAMS, 
C.  SMITH. 
CHA.  TINDAL. 
THO.  LANCASHIRE, 
SIMEON  QUIN. 
THO,  YOUNG, 

The  fame  day,  bills  were  alfo  pafted  up  9in4 
diftributed  through  the  town, 

THE  AT  RE. 

THERE    WILL    Bi; 

NO  PLAY 
TILL  FURTHER  NOTICE, 

Thus  the  theatrical  entertainments  were, 
for  a  while,  totally  fufpended,  the  time  being 
isJ^ea  up  in  difperflng  hand-bills  and  addref* 
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les  by  both  parties.  At  length  the  managers, 
having  taken  their  refolution,  the  houfe  was 
opened  on  Saturday  the  24th  of  January  1767. 

The  audience  were  more  hoflile  than  even 
A  parley  was  obtained  ;  and  the  terms  of  ca- 
pitulatioa  were,  "  that  one  of  the  players,  in 
the  name  of  the  reft,  fhould  beg  pardon  of 
the  audience,  for  fome  relledlions  in  their 
publications."  This  fatisfadlion  being  refu- 
fed,  hollilities  commenced. 

Apprehensive  of  an  attack,  from  perceiv- 
ing the  files  of  the  enemy  fo  much  augment- 
ed, the  garrifbn  had  continued  under  arms. 
The  aflailants  prefled  forward  on  the  word. 
They  crofTed  the  iron-fpiked  barriers  upon 
the  feats  they  had  torn  up,  and  afcended  the 
platform.  Rails  of  lattices,  branches  of  chan- 
deliers, and  broken  benches,  were  their  bran- 
difhed  weapons.  To  thefe  were  oppofed  trun- 
cheons, fpears,  and  battle-axes,  mock  imple- 
ments of  war,  that  had  long  been  inured  to 
conqueft.  Agincourt  and  Bofworth  Field  were 
vouchers  of  their  triumphs.  Fatal  rcverfe  ! 
The  fort  was  carried  ;  and  thofe  who  efcaped 
not  through  cafcments,  or  forac  private  ways, 
I  were 
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were  compelled  to  fiirrender  at  difcrctiorr. 
The  infide  of  the  building  was  demohfliedy 
the  moveables  ranfacked,  and  the  fixtures  de- 
flroyed. 

A  DETACHMENT  of  the  city  guard  advan- 
ced, but  were  repulfed,  A  reinforcement  from 
the  caflle  was  then  difpatched  to  the  relief  of 
the  beiicged  ;  but,  before  it  arrived,  the  place 
was  taken,  and  the  garrifon  put  to  the  rpur. 

Mr  James  Ajc kin  was  at  that  time  at  the 
head  of  die  Canongate  company.     After  the 
A\ '  ^       difpute,  he  accepted   of  an   engagement  in 
(  A  *- \       Drury  Lane,  where  he  ftill  continues,  a  cre- 
dit to  the  ftage  both  in  his  private  and  his 
public  charadler. 

The  gentlemen  proprietors  "  brought  an 
adion  of  damages  againft  thofe  concerned  in 
the  riot,  in  which  their  property  was  deftroy- 
cd.  The  latter,  with  great  addrefs,  traverfed 
it  by  a  counter-adion  againft  the  proprietors, 
for  having  plays  adled  in  their  houfe,  con- 
trary to  a<5l  of  Parliament.  ,  Many  of  thofe 
proprietors  were  now  raifed  to  the  Bench; 
hardly  a  quorum  remained  to  decide  the  quef- 
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tion  :  tiic  ludicroufnefs  of  the  cafe  was  per- 
ceived, and  both  adlions  dropped*^." 

Had  my  bargain  for  the  theatre  vnili  Mr 
Dowfon  been  completed,  the  riot,  axid  confj- 
quent  dedru Jlion  of  the  houfe,  would  thereby 
have  been  prevented ;  for  it  was  my  avowed 
determination,  the  moment  I  was  invefccd 
with  the  power,  to  have  engaged  Air  Stayley  ; 
and  as  long  as  they  chofe  to  coinc,  the  pubHc 
fhould  have  feen  him. 

There  was  at  this  time  a  double  warfare 
in  the  Edinburgh  theatrical  world.  Eefides 
the  contention  with  Stayley  and  the  mana- 
gers, hn  which  the  town  had  already  intcr- 
pofed,  there  was  a  civil  contcft  betv/ccn  the 
heroines. 

"  Two  (lars  keep  not  their  motion  in  one  fplicie." 

The  one  could  bear  no  equal,  the  other  no 
fuperior. 

Mrs  Ward,  who,  as  before  obferved,  was 
the  original  Lady  Randolph^  had,  from  that 
circumftance,  and  by  having  an  opportunity 

I  2  of 

•  Arnct's  Hifiory  of  EJidurgh,  p.  370. 


/.: 


Digitized  by 


Google 


68   ,  HISTORY     OF      ' 

of  playing  many  of  her  favourite  cliaracflers 
with  Mr  Digges,  acquired  no  fmall  degree  of 
cftimation  with  the  town. 

On  h?r  agreement  with  the  managers,  fhe 
had  ftipulatcd  that  her  name  fliould  be  par- 
ticularized from  the  reft  of  the  performers,  in 
the  advertifcments  of  the  day,  by  an  enlarged 
t}^pe, 

"  Whereby  fhe  might  receive 
•'  Particular  addition  from  the  bill, 
**  That  writes  them  all  alike." 

Mrs  Baker,  a  rifing  favourite,  infifted 
that  her  name  fliould  be  of  the  ikmc  fize. 
Both  of  them  could  not  be  complied  with, 
Mr  Younger,  who  had  been  appointed  by 
Dowfon  and  Beatt  their  deputy,  in  an  addrefs 
to  the  public  acquaints  them,  that  *^  Mrs 
Ward  had  agreed  for  her  choice  of  parts,  dif^ 
tinclion  of  name  in  the  bill,  and  every  other 
preference  which  her  rank  as  an  aclrefs  en- 
titled her  to ;"  and  officially  informs  Mrs 
Baker,  "  that  he  could  not  pofTibly  comply 
with  her  rcqueft  of  having  her  name  diftin- 
guiihcd  in  the  Monday's  bills,"  the  night 
on  which  the  managers  had  fufpcnded  the 

enter- 
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entertainments  of  the  evening ;  a  ftep  which 
they  were  no  doubt  the  more  readily  indu- 
ced to  take,  from  this  addition  to  their  em- 
.barrafTments.  Mrs  Baker's  reply  to  Mr  Youn- 

ger's  card  was, 

■  ■    •     > 

Sir, 

The   Town  does  uot  more  heartily  laugh 
at  your  aSing^  than  I  dp  at  your  poiver.     I 
have  formed  no  engagements  With'  you.     I 
Trill  take  no  direiftions  from  you.     I  have  be- 
haved juftly.     I  fent  Mr  Dowfon  word  be- 
fore the  bills  were  printed,  that  if  he  would 
not  put  in  my  name  as  Mr  Bland  had  dic- 
tated, he  mull  not  put  it  in  at  all.     Surely  it  is 
in  my  option  to  play^Mj/r  Stirling^  or  let  it 
alone.     The  part  is  Mrs  Robfon*s.     I  perfift  ia 
my  refolution  of  not  doing  it,  except  my 
name  is  diftinguifhed.     If  therefore  it  is  nei- 
ther altered  nor  taken  out  on  Monday,  I  muft 
^xcufe  myfelf  to  the  Town^  (which  haa  ever 
been  kindly  partial  to  me)   in  the  manner  I 
think  beft  ;  and  I  believe  you  will  find,  in  the 
public  opinion,  that  nobody  in  this  company 
dcferves  greater  diftindlion  than 

Eliza  Baker. 


To  Mr  Younger . 
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Letter  after  letter  palTed  on  the  fubjecfl, 
^:  1  reply  upon  reply,  which  finally  produ- 
ced arldreflfcs  to  the  public.  Thefe  procured 
favourites  to  each  among  a  partial  few,  but 
more  generally  created  difguft  againft  the 
authors,  for  teizing  them  with  matters  in 
which  they  had  no  concern. 

This  contention  mod  certainly  heightened 
the  theatrical  ferment ;  and  Mr  Stayley's  dis- 
pute with  the  managers,  in  which  the  town 
w^as  already  embarked,  completed  the  cataftro- 
phe.  To  prevent  altercations  of  this  kind,  I 
never  fufFered  any  diftindlion  of  names  in  the 
bills  ;  nor  attempted  to  point  out  where  con- 
fcqiience  or  merit  lay  ;  that  I  wiflied  to  leave 
t^  &/  decifion  of  the  audience. 

I  WAS  acquainted  with  Mrs  Baker  in  Lon- 
don, before  her  firft  vifit  to  Edinburgh.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Dr  Clendon  upon  Lud- 
gate  Hill.  She  had  great  theatrical  abilities, 
but  was  unfortunate  in  her  figure,  which  was 
corpulent,  and  confequently  ill  fuited  to  ma- 
ny charavflers  in  which  it  was  her  ambition  to 
tread.  She  poflelTed  a  vaft  fund  of  underftand- 
ing,  both  natural  and  acquired,  and  was  a  mofl: 
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facetious  companion.  She  had  alfo  an  excel- 
lent knack  at  letter-writing,  as  a  proof  of 
which,  I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  reader  to  the 
conclufion  of  Mr  Wilkinfon's  works ;  which 
likewifc  does  credit  to  that  author,  for  his  fe- 
ledlion  of  thofe  epiftles  for  publication.  But 
fhe  had  an  unbounded  fpirit,  which  frequent- 
ly rAounted  into  palBons,  that  involved  her  in 
broils,  particularly  with  managers. 

In  one  of  thefe  paroXyifais,  fhe  quarrelled 
afterwards  with  Mr  Digges,  quitted  the  ftage, 
and  aflamed  the  profelTion  of  a  fchool-miftrefs, 
to  teach  the  Englifh  language,  for  which  fhe 
was  completely  qualified.  In  this  fituation, 
fhe  acquitted  herfelf  with  great  credit,  and 
had  the  addrefs,  when  Mr  Rofs  wilhed  to  pare 
with  his  theatre,  to  prevail  upon  a  gentleman, 
whofe  children  (he  taught,  to  advance  her 
L.3000  for  the  purchafe.  The  money  was 
ready,  and  the  bargain  made;  but  before  the 
deed  could  be  drawn  out  and  figned,  the 
great  idca^  that  at  laft 

"  She  IliouU  move,  and  fpeak,  and  be  herfelf  a  queen," 

io  forcibly  ftr:uck  her  vital  movement,  that  (lie 
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retired  to  her  chamber,  and  almoft  inftantly 
expired.  Thus  Ihe  literally  lived  in  a  ftormi 
and  died  in  a.convuliion  of  joy. 

The  theatre,  thus  reduced  to  a  mere  Ihell^ 
received  a  hafty  and  a  temporary  repair ;  and 
the  dramatic  entertainments  were  refuraed  be- 
fore the  end  of  the  winter  feafon. 

^[^  Mr  Ross,  to  make  ufe  of  a  common  phrafe^ 
'  ftept  immediately  into  my  fhoes,  the  agree- 
ment being  transferred  to  him  precifely  on 
the  fame  terms  ;  only,  that  inftead  of  L.  1 400^ 
he  was  to  give  no  more  than  L.  1 100 ;  the  de- 
du<5lion,  I  prefume,  being  occafioned  by  the 
property  liaving  been  leflened  from  the  effedls 
of  the  riot. 

In  confequence  of  this  agreement,  the 
gentlemen  proprietors,  who,  as  before  obfer- 
ved,  had  applied  for  an  a(3:  of  Parliament,  in 
order  to  eftablifli  a  theatre  by  Royal  Patent^ 
as  foonas  it  was  obtained*,  conveyed  it  to  the 
purchafer  of  the  property,  Mr  JDavid  Rofs  of 
Covent  Garden. 


Mft 


•  September  a.  1767. 
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Mr  Lee,  formerly  manager  and  proprietor, 
put  in  his  claim  of  preference  for  the  aflign- 
ment  of  the  patent,  which  had  been  applied 
fbr^  and  was  expedled  foon  to  pafs  the  Great 
Sea!,  foiiciting,  in  perfon,  his  old  lituation.  ^ 
ISAr  Rofs,  then  in  the  firft  clafs  of  acflors  at  ^ 

Covent  Garden,  was  his  opponent.  He  was 
•a  native,  and  withal  had  a  very  formidable 
interell;  and  confequently  proved  viiSlori- 
ous. 

Exclusive  of  thofe  advantages,  Mr  Rofs, 
"was  no  doubt  a  fuperior  a(5lor.  His  Varancs^ 
his  Jqffier^  and  his  EJfex^  were  mafter-pieces, 
tvhen  he  pleafed;  and  his  Lord  Townly^  and 
TTourtg  Beviiy  in  his  prime  of  life,  were  efteem- 
-ed  paterns  for  genteel  comedy.  But,  as  we 
ieldom  find  any  one  perfect,  a  natural  in- 
adlivity,  and  the  love  of  eafe,  were  his  great 
'drawbacks. 

Sed  nil  ntji  bonum  de  mortuis. 

Mr  Ross  immediately  publifhed  propofals 
for  the  eredlion  of  a  new  theatre,  upon  the 
fame  footing  with  other  patent  houfes  in 
England ;  and  for  that  purpofe,  the  fum  of 
L.  2500  Sterling  was  fubfcribed,  and  paid  in 
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Ihares  of  L.  loo  each,  by  Twenty-Jive  Gentle^ 
men. 

The  conditions  were,  that  each  fubfcriber 
flxould  receive  three  pounds  of  intereft  per 
annum^  with  perfbnal  admiflion  to  all  the  exhi- 
bitions of  the  theatre ;  and  that  the  patent, 
hdufe,  ornaments,  fcenery,  and  wardrobe 
fhould  be  mortgaged  to  them  for  their  fe- 
curity. 

(7(^^: )  Mr  Ross,  in  confequence  of  this  fubfcrip- 

tion,  built  and  furnifhed  the  prcfent  Theatre 
Royal,  in  a  very  refpedlable  ftyle, 

BESIDES  the L.  2500  of  fubfcription-money, 
this  theatre,  with  other  parts  of  the  under- 
taking, coft  upwards  of  L.  2500  Sterling.  To 
thefe  fums  are  to  be  added  the  two  annuities 
of  L.  50  each,  to  Mrs  Hamilton  and  Mrs 
Thomfon,  original  proprietors,  and  other 
debts  and  conditions  of  the  bargain,  which, 
at  the  lowed  eftimation,  amounted  to  L.  1 900 
more. 

Mr  Ross's  expences  for  the  purchafe  and 
building  then  ilood  thus  : 

Purchafe 
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Purchafe  from  the  proprietors,  L.  1 100  o  o 
Expence  of  patent,  with  claufe 

in  the  aft  of  Parliament,  300     o     o 

25  Subfcribers  at  L.  100  each,  2500  o  o 
Expence  of  building  above  that 

fum,  -  -  2500     o     o 

Two  annuities  of  L.  50,  only  at 

five  years  purchafe,  -  500     o     o 

L.  69C0     o     o 

This  advance  being  above  the  abilities  of 
die  patentee,  it  involved  him  in  debt  and 
inconvenience.  He  was  obliged,  therefore,  to 
let  the  theatre  to  other  managers.  The  rents 
received,  with  incidental  abatements,  fcarcely 
returned  5  per  cent,  upon  the  original  fums 
advanced,  and  confequently  there  remained 
00  fund  for  difch^rging  the  patentee's  debts. 

The  intermediate  leflees,  having  no  intereft 
in  the  property,  ufed  the  theatre  as  they 
found  it ;  without  making  the  neceflary  addi- 
tions and  repairs;  and  confequently  the  fcene- 
ry,  wardrobe,  and  ornaments,  were  at  laft 
worn  out,  and  the  fabric  of  the  houfe  itfelf 
neglefted. 
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In  this  fituation,  I  purchafed  from  Mr  Rofs 
the  whole  property  and  patent,  upon  (cveral 
conditions  ;  and  particularly,  that  I  fliould 
engage  to  pay  the  debts  and  incumberances 
of  the  theatre,  find  fecurity  to  Mr  Rofs  for  an 
annuity  of  L.  1^0  per  annunr^  for  the  term  of 
his  life,  and  take  upon  me  the  arrears  of  in- 
tereft  due  to  the  proprietors,  which  laft  article 
alone  amounted  to  upwards  of  L.  1 000. 

After  the  declaration  I  had  made,  of  quit- 
ting every,  connexion  with  the  ftage  for  ever^ 
it  might  require  fome  explanation  to  free  me 
from  the  imputation  of  an  inftability  of  conr 
dudt,  in  my  purfuits  through  life. 

This  apparent  inconfiftency  could  eafily  bs 
explained,  and  confequently  expunged ;  were 
I  to  enter  into  private  tranfa(5lions  and  events, 
unneceflary  on  this,  or  perhaps  on  any  other 
occafion,  to  difclofe  ;  fuffice  it  therefore  to  fay^ 
that  I  found  it  advifable  to  return  to  a  pro- 
feflion  that  I  had  formerly  given  up. 

The  firft  feafon  of  Mr  Rofs's  management, 
(1768)  1  appeared  again  on  the  Edinburgh 
theatre,  in  the  part  of  Romeo.     A  daughter  of 

Mr 
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Mr  Sowdon's,  under  the   affliireLl  name   of       \, 
Brown,  was  the  yuliet.     She  w  as  after ^vards    ^ 
Mrs  Jackfon  of  the  Theatre  Royal  of  Co  vent 
Garden,  and  now  of  that  of  Edinburgh. 

The  houfe  h^d  been  opened,  for  the  firft 
time,  under  the  fan<5lion  of  law,  on  the  even- 
ing of  December  9th  1 767,  with  the  play  of 
the  Earl  of  EJfex  ;  the  part  qf  E/fex  by  Mr  ^ ^ 
Rofs.  Previous  to  which  he  fpoke  an  occa- 
fional  prologuc,written  by  James  Bofwell,Erq; 
in  which  he  thus  noticed  the  acquifition  of 
i}xt  Royal  GranL 

This  night  lov'd  George's  free  enlighten'd  age. 
Bids  Royal  Favour  fliield  the  Scottish  Stage  : 
His  Royal  Favour  er'rj  bofom  cheers ; 
The  Drama  now  with  dignity  appears. 

The  feafon  turned  out  advantageous  to  the 
inanager.  His  fubfcriptions  for  a  new 
theatre  were  filled,  and  the  firft  ftone  of  the 
building  was  laid  upon  the  eaft  fide  of  the 
north  end  of  the  New  Bridge,  the  three  main 
arches  of  which  were  then  turned  ;  till  that 
could  be  completed,  he  gave  the  theatre  in 
the  Canongate  a  flight  repair,  and  continued 
^0  perform  in  it  till  the  clofe  of  the  feafon. 

The 
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The  following  year,  (December  1769)  the 
new  theatre  was  opened* ;  but  not  with  that 
torrent  of  fuccefs  with  Avhich  the  manager 
had  been  flattered.  Depending  too  much 
upon  the  novelty  of  new  walls,  new  fcenery, 
and  new  decorations,  he  had  negle(5led  the  pro- 
viding a  company  of  performers,  that  ought  to 
have  kept  pace  with  the  fplendour  of  the 
houfe.  The  Ibuth  abutment  of  the  bridge, 
too,  which  could  not  be  forefeen,  gave  way. 
This  greatly  deprefled  the  theatrical  fpirit  of 
the  audience,  and  dampt  the  ardor  for  build- 
ing in  St  Andrew's  Square  and  it^  environs, 
then  proceeding  very  rapidly  forward. 

Mr  Ross,  deprefled  and  difgufl:ed  by  for- 
tune and  the  town,  had  neither  fortitude  nor 
perfeverance.to  wait  a  favourable  change  in 
either ;  but,  in  a  fit  of  defpair,  let  his  theatre 
for  three  years  to  Mr  Foote,  for  five  hundred 
guineas  a-year.  That  gentleman,  by  pro- 
ducing an  excellent  company  f,  a  better  per- 
haps has  not  been  fecn  in  Edinburgh,  retir- 
ed to  his  villa  at  Weft  End,  before  the  expi- 
ration   of  the  feafon,  with    L.  1000   in   his 

pocket,  after  paying  all  expence^. 

Athou- 

♦  The  Edinburgh  Theatre,  according  to  the  then  advan- 
ced pn(^  of  3s.  2s.  and  is.  will  hold,  with  convenience, 
about  L.^0.  \Szc  Appendizi  No.  VIL 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    SCOTTISH  STAGE.  ^9 

A  THOUSAND  pound  for  the  managerial 
cares  and  confinement  through  a  whole  win- 
ter, upon  the  heels  of  a  fatiguing  fummer 
campaign  at  his  own  theatre  in  the  Hay  Mar- 
ket, was  no  objeifl  to  Mr  Foote  ;  he  therefore 
difpofed  of  his  leafe  to  Meflrs  Digges  and 
Bland  in  partnerfhip.  When  the  leafe  was 
out,  they  agreed  with  Mr  Rofs  for  a  renewal, 
upon  the  fame  terms,  for  five  years. 

The  charader  of  Mr  Digges,  both  as  an 
acSlor  and  manager,  was  fo  well  known  and 
eftablifhed,  as  to  render  any  inveftigation  in 
either  capacity  here  unneceflary.  That  of  his 
colleague,  Mr  Bland,  is  not,  I  prefume,  fo  uni- 
verfally  underftood. 

Mr  John  Bland  fenior  has  been  twen-  ^ 
ty-three  years  treafurer  of  this  theatre,  ten  of  ^ 
which  were  during  my  management.  Since 
my  connedlion  with  him,  which  was  two 
years  previous  to  that  period,  I  have  ever 
found  him  a  worthy  and  a  refpe(5lable  man; 
He  was  eldefl  fon  to  an  eminent  Civilian  in 
Ireland,  who  arrived  to  be  judge  of  the  Pre* 
rogative  Court.  After  having  taken  his  de-* 
grees  of  Bachelor  and  Mailer  of  Arts,  in  the 

univerfity 


Digitized  by 


Google 


go  HISTORY    OF 

nniverfity  of  Dublin,  he  was  entered  in  th^ 
Temple  in  London,  and  is  of  an  older  Hand- 
ing than  moll  of  the  Benchers  there. 

He  had  a  turii,  however,  for  the  army^ 
which  fuperceding  the  law,  he  obtained  a 
cornetcy  in  General  Bland's  regiment  of  dra- 
goons, who  was  his  relation  as  well  as  name- 
fake.  He  ferved  at  the  battle  of  Detiingen  ; 
was  taken  prifoner  in  that  of  Fontenoy  ;  and 
was  alfo  in  the  difturbances  of  the  year 
Forty-Five,  at  the  fkirmifh  on  Clijion 
Moory  where  he  fought  by  the  fide  of  General 
Honey  woody  when  that  gallant  officer  fell  cover- 
ed with  wounds^  On  the  retreat  of  the  enemy, 
the  General  was  carried  in  a  mangled  condi- 
tion to  Appleby,  where,  to  the  furprife  of  all, 
he  recovered.  He  was  afterwards  fo  much 
refpedled  there,  from  the  foregoing  circum- 
ftance,  and  became  fo  attached  to  the  place, 
that  he  was  eledted  one  of  their  members,  and 
continued  fo  to  the  day  of  his  death.  Having 
a  vote  for  the  county,  it  was  there  I  had  the 
honour  of  knowing  him,  of  being  fhown  by 
him  the  fears  of  thofe  mouthed  wounds  he 
had  received,  and  of  hearing  from  himfelf  the 
foregoing  particulars. 

At 
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At  all  thefe  places,  and  in  other  trying fitua- 
tions,  Mr  Bland  has  always  acquitted  himfelf 
with  great  credit. 

Mr  Ross,  at  the  outfet  of  his  undertak- 
ing in  Edinburgh,  received  him  as  a  quarter 
parmer,  for  the  advance  of  fome  hundred 
pounds.  He  afterwards  compromifed  the 
matter  with  him,  for  an  annuity  of  L.  100 
a-year.  But  being  involved  in  his  circum- 
fiances  along  with  Mr  Digges^  having  been 
bound  to  Mr  Rofs  for  the  rent  of  the  theatre, 
it  was  funk  in  the  general  wreck. 

Five  years  out  of  the  three-and-twenty,  Mr  (^^L 
Bland  was  manager  as  well  as  treafurer  ;  and 
it  was  owing  to  his  exertions,  that  Mrs  Hart- 
ley's theatrical  abilities  were  made  known  to 
the  world,  as  fhe  was  by  him  introduced 
upon  the  Edinburgh  ftage,  in  the  year 
1771, 


Mrs  Jordan,  the   celebrated    adrefs,  is 

Mr  Bland's    niece,    being   the   daughter  of 

Francis  Bland,  Efq;  a  younger  brother  of  the 

Mr  Bland  of  whom  I  am  fpeaking,  and  Mifs 

L  Grace 


f^A 
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J  cA  t  ^      Grace  Phillips,  the  daughter  of  a  clergyman  in 
Wales. 

UNDtft  thefe  different  managements,  fince 
Mrs  Bellamy's  feafon,  Mr  Sheridan,  Mr  Wil* 
kinfon,  Mr  and  Mrs  Yates,  Mr  and  Mrs  Bar- 
ry, Mr  Foote,  Mr  Reddifh,  and  Mifs  Catley, 
were  fecn  upon  the  Edinburgh  ftage. 

The  theatre  was  afterwards  rented  by  Mr 
Corri,  then  by  Mr  Wilkinfon,  for  feparate 
years  ;  till,  finally,  it  was  purchafed  by  me  of 
the  patentee,   David    Rofs,    Efq;    as  before 

flated. 


^^  r^i.'y 


This  tranfadlion  took  place  at  London,  No- 


j  c^  vember  lo.  1781. 


The  moment  I  came  into  pofleflion,  I  pro- 
ceeded to  put  it  into  the  befl  poflible  condi- 
tion* I  gave  the  houfe  a  complete  repair,  put 
on  a  new  roof,  and  furniflied  it  with  new 
fcenery,  ornaments,  properties,  and  a  ward- 
robe fuperior  to  the  former  ones,  and  not  in- 
ferior to  any  in  the  kingdom,  out  of  Lon- 
don. 

I  AM 
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I  AM  confcious  at  all  times,  of  having  ex- 
erted my  utmoll  induftry  and  abilities  in  the 
difcharge  of  my  duty.  I  have  on  all  oc- 
cafions  endeavoured  to  procure  the  beft  per- 
formers. There  is  not  a  perfon  of  any  merit 
upon  the  ftage,  who  has  not  vifited  Edin- 
burgh, or  to  whom  I  have  not  made  particu- 
lar applications,  and  fuitable  offers.  Except- 
ing that  of  Mr  Foote,  the  companies  under 
my  care  have  been  equal  to  any  brought  by 
former  managers,  and  at  all  times  inferior  to 
none  in  the  ifland,  out  of  the  metropolis  of 
England. 

The  Dramatis  Perjona  of  the  Theatre 
Royal  of  Edinburgh,  for  the  laft  ten  years, 
Ihall  vouch  for  this  affertion. 


L  2  SECT. 
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Llji  of  Performers  at  the  Theatre  Royal  Edin- 
burgb^  from  the  year  178 1  to  1792  incluftve. 


178] 

[-2, 

"     -  ^^V    ^Mr  Ward, 

- 

Mrs  Bulklcy,   V 

^          Woods, 

"•nJ*.  ^_    ■ 

Ward, 

"'''*^^^— Gaudry, 

- 

Knivcton,    >/ 

--                Williamfon, 

MarihaU, 

Johnfon, 

Hcndcrfon, 

-U                Knight, 

Tannct, 

Banks, 

Chartcris, 

Marfliall, 

Mountfort, 

Hollingfworth, 

Gaudry, 

Sutherland, 

Woods, 

T.  Banks, 

Jackfon,           >. 

Hallion, 

___    , 

MifsKirby 

Chartcris, 

Taylor, 

Simpfon, 

Tannct, 

Mountfort, 

And  Jackfon. 

SUMMER. 

^-  -  Mr  Leoni, 

Mifs  Capon* 

Davics, 

Aldridge* 
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Mr  Woods, 

— — 

Mrs  Bulklcy,     ^ 

JohnfoD) 

» 

—    Comely s,    v/ 

Grift, 

Baddclcy,    I 

Mofs, 

Burden, 

Lamaibt 

\f 

Wafcot,      - 

—Ward, 

Woods, 

Fowler, 

Henderion, 

Kelly, 

-      Sparks,        ^ 

Tannet, 

Chaneris, 

BeU, 

Monntfort, 

HaUion, 

r 

Bland, 

^  Sparks, 

^ 

Tannetv 

Simpfon, 

Jackfon, 

Dodd, 

- 

Mifs  Farrciu 

Benfon, 

Blandy&«# 

Bland  j2^;i. 

J.  Bland, 

Charteris, 

T.  Banks, 

Mountfort« 

SUMMER^ 

Mr  Rydcn 
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1784. 

1 

— 

^^  Mir  Cauilierlef, 

Mifs  Morris, 

.  Woods, 

.    Mn 

i  Baddeley, 

■4 

Collins, 

Woods, 

' 

Johnfon, 

Henderfon, 

Sutherland, 

Chaneris, 

'Lamafli, 

Mofs, 
W.  Wells, 
Jones, 
Hallion, 
Bell,  ' 
--      Sparks, 
Blandy^». 
Blznd  jun. 
J.  Bland, 
Dalton, 
Simpfon, 
Mountfort, 
Tannet,; 
Davis, 
Chartcris, 

• 

W.  Wells, 

Sparks, 

Mountfort, 

Bland, 

Tannet, 

Jackfon. 

i 

SUMMER. 

Mr  Henderfon,  Mrs  Siddons, 

Fir^  Enga^emm  in  Edinburgh 
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•  Mr  Yates, 

^-  Mrs  Y^tcs, 

Clinch, 

* Bulklejr, 

Woods, 

Baddcley, 

•^    Ward, 

--^       Sparks, 

—    Kipling, 

W.  Wells, 

Duncan, 

r Duncan, 

Powell, 

Waylett, 

Lamafli, 

—   -  Kipling, 

Everard, 

Woods, 

Hallion, 

Hcnderfon, 

Bell, 

Charteris, 

Sparks, 

Mountfort, 

W.  Wells, 

Bland, 

Waylett, 

JackToiu 

Davis, 

Mountfort, 

Bl^nd/en. 

Blzndjun. 

J.  Bland, 

Charteris. 

SUMMER. 

Mr  Clinch. 

Mrs  Siddons, 

Second  Engagement. 

Mi&  Kemblc. 
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■^B 

Mr  Wflfon, 

— -  Mrs  Ci;awford, 

Woods, 

W.  WcUs, 

Clinch^ 

Woods, 

_  iiiff; 

Sparks,          

O'Reilly, 

O'ReiUy, 

Kipling, 

.  — ^enable. 

-    Kemblc, 

Charteris,     .  — 

Bell, 

Kipling, 

.^^  Bctterton, 

Mountfort, 

Hallion, 

Bland, 

Michel, 

Uiff, 

W.  WcUs, 

Jackfon. 

Lamafh, 

_ 

Sparks, 

' 

Mountfort, 

*                                                 ^ 

Le  Brun, 

Bland /^;?. 

Bland  y«». 

J.  Bland, 

Charteris, 

Yates, 

Mayfon. 

SUMMER. 

fix  Pope. 

Mrs  Pope, 

Jordan, 

^ 

Firjl  Engagement. 

Mrs  Kennedy, 

Th€  celebrated  Singer. 
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-  Mr  Fennell,                  -    Mrs 

J  Rpbinfon, 

Woods, 

Wroton, 

Mofs, 

llifF, 

^       lUflF, 

Woods, 

~  LamaCb,        ""             '-^ 

"  Archer, 

—    Wilfon,                        — 

JCemble, 

'       Ward, 

Charteris, 

—   Archer, 

Villars, 

Kemblc,                         — 

-Sparks, 

Bell, 

W.  Wells, 

Hallion, 

Bland, 

-^  Sparks, 

Lamalli, 

Villars, 

Jackfon. 

Yates, 

W.  Wells, 

Bland  y^». 

Bl^ndjufi. 

J.  Bland, 

Chaneris, 

Mayfon, 

Chart'crisyt^w. 

Michell, 

Tumblers, 

And  Lce-Lewcs,  Four  Nights. 

SUMMER 

• 

Mrs  Jordan, 

Her  Sec$nd  Engagement. 

M 
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1788. 

«= 

Mr  Fennell, 

-  Mrs  Bulkley, 

Woods, 

Woods, 

—  Wilfon, 

—         Brooks, 

^ —    Mofs, 

Striftland, 

Williamfon, 

W.Wells, 

Bell, 

—      Villars, 

Hallion, 

Sparks, 

—■-'^  Archer, 

Charteris, 

Francis, 

Bland, 

Sparks, 

Jackfon, 

Bland  y?';z. 

-     -MifsGeorge, 

Bland  jVw, 

J.  Bland, 

Villars, 

Charteris, 

Charterisyf^w, 

^                  SUMMER. 

Mr  FennelK 

Mrs  Siddons, 

Third  Engagement. 

Mrs  Perez. 

Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   SCOTTISH  STAGE. 


9*; 


1789. 


Mr  King, 

—    Mifs  George, 

Holman, 

Hughes, 

Wilfon, 

•^- 

Mrs  Barresford, 

Woods, 

W,  Wells, 

Williamfon, 

Chartcris, 

—   Mofs, 

Archer, 

"^ —  Archer, 

"^ —  Sparks, 

Bell, 

— -  Coates, 

Hallion, 

Bland, 

-  —  Sparks, 

Jackfon^ 

Cbarteris, 

Bland  y^«. 

' 

Bland  ^2/;^. 

J.  Bland, 

Henderfon, 

Woodroffe, 

Finch, 

Davis, 

Charterisyw; 

%• 

SUMMER. 

Mrs 

Jordan, 

Her  third 

'  En^a^ement. 

M  2 
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Mr  King, 

—  Mrs  Eftcn, 

-  Pope, 

3arresford, 

—    Wilfon, 

—  Taylor, 

"Woods, 

W.  Wells, 

Lamafh, 

-^^  Sparks, 

^_-^Mofs, 

Woods, 

Williamfon, 

Lowe, 

Taylor, 

Clarke, 

Hallion, 

Charteris, 

Bell, 

Archer, 

'Bhnd/en. 

Mountfort, 

Bland  y^/n. 

Bland, 

J.  Bland, 

Jackfon, 

Charteris, 

•    Mifs  Fontenclle. 

Charterisjf^;/. 

'• 

.^   Sparks, 

Woodroffe, 

Lowe, 

Mapples, 

—    Archer, 

Mountfort, 

Bonville* 

SUMMER. 

Mr  Klnff. 

Mifs  Farrcn. 
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m  Ryder, 

-    Mrs  Eften, 

Woods, 

—  Mifs  Ryder, 

Kennedy, 

R.  Ryder, 

-—  Lamafh, 

Mrs  Barresford, 

-  -^  Williamfon, 

Kennedy, 

Willoughby, 

W.  Wells, 

Hallion, 

Sparks, 

Bell, 

Elliot, 

Goion, 

Mountfort, 

Kipling, 

Charteris, 

Biggs, 

31and, 

Williams, 

Stewart, 

Blandy^. 

Biggs, 

Blzndjun. 

Jackfon, 

J.  Bland, 

Chaneris, 

Charterisjt^. 

, 

Mountfort, 

Bew, 

.  -    Sparks, 

Toms, 

• 

Woodroffe. 

SUMMER. 

Mrs  Eftcn. 

Digitized  by  VjilOQlC 


94 


History  or 
1792. 


Mr  Kemble  Manager. 
Mr  Kemble,  .    Mrs  Kcmblc, 


Lce-Lc\fts, 

WockIs, 

Lamafli, 

BclF, 

Hallion, 

Sparks, 

Charterls, 

Charterisy^;/. 

Bland  yr//?^ 

J.  Bland, 

Perry, 

Mounifdrr, 

•  Hill, 

•  Whitmorc, 

•  Morcton^ 

•  Baker, 

•  Vcrtu, 

•  Wallack, 

•  Marrior, 

•  Meadows. 

SUMMER. 
Mr  John  Kemble,  S/.v  Nights^  Second  Vijtt  io  Edinburgh 

Mrs  Siddons,  at  th:  P^accs^  Fourth  V'tfit  to  Edinburgh. 

Mr  and  Mrs  Lee-LtvJcs  cu:ac  to  Kdiuburgh  accidentally; 
and  did  not  join  the  Company  till  February  27. 

Thofe  names  marked  \\.m%  *  are  the  Performers  that  Mr 
Kemble  introduced  to  the  Edinbji^gh  Theatre  ;  the  others 
were  bilonging  to  the  fcimer  Company. 


Lee-Lewes, 

Woods, 

Stuart, 

Mountfort, 

Chartcris, 

Bland, 

*  Ware, 

*  Whit  more, 

*  Marriot, 
•  Mifs  Grift, 

*  Rofs^ 


Mr  Bowden, 

Six  Nights  at  the  opening 

of  the  Houfe. 
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SECT.     VI. 

Origin  of  the  Glafghw  Jlage- — Vlays  in  BarreVs 
dancing'ball — In  a  temporary  booth  in  the 
Cdftle  Yard — Lee  the  manager — Dlgges  and 
Ward  tbere^^^^T^be  boufe  ajfaultcd  by  the  mob-^^ 
A  regular  theatre  at  the  wejl  end  of  the  toivn 
ere^ed — Stage fet  onjire — Mrs  Bellamy  there 
'^Williams  manager^^Brown^  the  famous 
Copper  Captain^  there — MeJTrs  Jackfon^  Bland 
and  Mills — "theatre  burnt — New  one  erc^ed 
in  Dunlop  Street — ^Sonte  impedbnents  to  it — 
How  removed — theatre  opened — Arravge^ 
ments  of  the  future feafon. 

Before  we  proceed  farther  to  inveftigate 
the  theatrical  events  of  the  foregoing  feafons 
in  Edinburgh,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  take 
notice  of  the  dramatic  advances  in  Glafgow, 
where  there  is  alfo  a  Theatre  ;'  which,  though 
upon  a  fmaller  fcale,  is  perhaps  as  compa<5l 
and  convenient  in  its  conftrudion,  as  tliat  of 
the  metropoUs, 

Thz 
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The  prejudices  that  had  been  univerfally 
inculcated  againft  ftagc  reprefentatibns,  and 
the  members  oiF  the  profefGon,  were  not  lefs 
violent  in  their  Operatibns  tkere,  than  in  the 
other  parts  of  Scotland.  The  kdtanccs,  there* 
fore,  towards  an  eftablilhmerit  for  theatri- 
cal performances,  wierc  tendei^d  proportion- 
ally flow.  The  only  hiftbric  account  I'  find 
on  the  fubjeift,  is,  that  "  entertainments  in 
Glafgow  for  the  winter,  are  dancing  and  card- 
affqmblieSj^^r  vices^  or  week  about,  concerts  of 
mufic,  and  fometimes  the  players  from  Edin- 
burgh*/^ 

1  HEAR  of  them  in  a  room,  called  BarrcPt 
dancing-ball  f ,  by  a  fet  of  itinerants,  where  they 
were  permitted  to  fix  their  portable  fcenery. 

The  firft  edifice,-  purpofely  fereded  for 
ftage  reprefentations,  was  only  pro  tempore^ 
and  that  merely  a  wooden  booth;  it  was 
placed  againft  the  old  waU  of  the  Bijhof  s  Palace^ 
in  an  area  called  the  Cqflle  Yard^  adjoining  to 
the  cathedral,  ^r  Lee  was  the  projedlor:  It 
was  confequently  fince  the  year  1752.     This 

hovel 

t  In  a  houfc  upon  the  caft  fide  of  the  ftrect  above  the  College, 
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iiovel  had  the  credit  afterwards  of  exhibiting 
to  the  thea  audience  of  Glafgow,  Meffrs 
Diggesj  Love,  Stamper,  and  Mrs  Ward.  It 
was  Uttle  reUfhed  by  the  lower  order  of  peo- 
ple, and  was  attacked  by  the  weavers,  who 
^were  fpirited  on  to  the  aflault  by  Mr  Whit- 
field, with  ftones,  and  other  miffile  weapons, 
but  not  deftroyed:  The  ftrong  outfide  wall 
next  the  ftreet  proved  its  principal  fupport*^ 

iBETWEJEN  the  firfl  and  the  nineteenth  of 
the  month  of  April  1762,  I  accompanied 
Meffrs  Beatt  and  Love  to  Glafgow,  to  foUcit 
the  building  of  a  regular  Theatre,  witliin  the 
liberties  of  the  city,  and  that,  as  centrical  aa 
poflible.  I  had  not  the  fmalleft  concern  in 
the  undertaking,  being  no  farther  interefted  in 
its  fuccefs,  but  as  a  well-wifher  to  the  caufe : 
1  made  it  a  mere  jaunt  of  pleafure*  We  were,  I 
remember,  two  days  upon  the  journey.  There 
was  no  bridge  betwixt  Calder  and  Livingfton, 
The  river  was  high,  but  being  onhorfeback,and 
accuftomed  to  thefe  kind  of  torrents,  I  paffed 
it  without  any  hefitation,  or  apprehenfion  of 

N  danger. 

The  principal  J>crformcr  in  Barrel^s  Hal!  was  a  Mr  Lion. 
^Irs  Lamp  and  Mrs  Storer  fung  there.    They  were  afterwards  ^^  ^^  '  * 

drowired  returning  from  America>  having  acquired  a  plenci* 
kX  fortune  by  their  profeffion. 

•  It  wa*  created  in  the  years  175a  and  1753- 


^^ } 
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danger.  My comp^nions^  who  wcr6  in  a  cRaifc^ 
after  deliberating  for  a  few  moments,  alfo* 
took  the  ftream  ;  but  miffing  the  ford,  got  in- 
tangled  amongft  the  ftoncs,  and  became  really, 
which  is  no  uncommon  cafe,  managers  in  dif' 
trefs.  They  landed,  however,  fafe  on  the  op- 
poGte  fide,  and  refted  at  Whitburn.  The 
road  thence  at  that  time,  traverfingthe  heights, 
paffed  clofe  to  the  Kirk  of  Shot^,  the  prefent 
one  being  then  only  marked  out. 

The  two  daysr  I  (laid  at  Glaigow  were 
pleafantly  employed  in  vifiting  the  natural 
and  acquired  beauties  of  the  place.  In  my  per- 
ambulations around  that  city,  at  the  prefent 
day,  the  recoHedfcion  of  what  I  then  faw  ftrikes 
as  forcibly  upon  my  comparative  ideas,  a$ 
when  I  contemplate  the  change  I  now  behold 
in  St  George's  and  Mary-le-bone  Fields,  the 
whole  being  laid  out  in  regular  ranges  or 
ftreets,  where  I  formerly  and  frequently  en- 
Joyed  my  country  walks. 

I  SPENT  the  evenings  with  the  managers, 
from  whom  I  learned,  that  though,  through  a 
number  of  obtruding  difficulties,  they  had  not 

fixcceeded 
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iuccceded  to  the  extent  of  their  wifhes,  yet  in 
the  main  point  they  had  prevailed. 

Five  gentlemen  ^  had  undertaken  to  eredl  a 
Aeatre  at  their  own  expence,  which  was  to  be 
rented  by  Meflrs  Beatt  and  Love.     No  ono  ^^^' 

teing  hardy  enough,  at  any  price,  to  accom^ 
modate  them  with  gronnd  for  the  purpofe^ 
within  the  diflric^  <3f  the  corporation,  they 
•jmrchafed  a  plat  at  the  wefl  end  of  the  town, 
without  its  jufifdi<5lion. 

Mm  Ml j-i^iR  of  Wcftertoir;  maltman  in 
Glafgow^  was  the  proprietor.  He  pu^  five 
fliillings  the  fquare  yard  upoa  his  ground ;  a 
moft  extravagant  price  in  thofe  days,  and  in 
<hat  fituatton.  The  gentknticn  remonftrat-r 
lag  againft  the  immen&y  of  the  price,  he 
replied,  that  as  it  was  intended  10  be  oc* 
eupied  by  a  Temple  of  BeUal^  he,  (hould  expe^ 
tn  extraordin;siry  fum  for  the  purchafe.     His 

demand^ 

•  Wiiriam  M^Dowall  of  Caftlc  Semplc,  William  BcgW  of 
Hanulton^FanD)  John  Baird  of  Craigton,  Koherc  Bogle  of 
&hettltaon,  and  James  Duak)(>  of  Garakirk,  Efquircl.  Their  . 
flures  of  the  expence  amounted  to  L.  ico,  befides  a  fubfcrip* 
tion  of  L  3CO :  They  f(»ld  it  to  the  diredors  of  the  aiTeiftbly, 
^hp  laid  out  L.700  or  I^Scq  more;  fo  \h^t  the  whole  feuiU- 
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demand)  however  unreafonable,  was  coin  plied 
with,  and  a  Theatre  in  confeqnence  er€<5ted» 

Mrs  Bellamy,  in  her  life,  fays,  **  up- 
on my  firft  engaging  at  Edinburgh,  the 
gentlemen  of  Glafgow  offered  to  build  a 
Xh^atreby  fubfcription,  if  pur  company  would 
promife  to  perform  there  in  the  fummer.  To 
this  we  readily  cpnfented,  as  the  inhabitants 
were  not  only  opulent,  but  liberal  to  a 
degree*." 

We  are  willing  to  make  every  allowance  tQ 
Mrs  Bellamy's  affertion  ;  but  cannot  help  ob-t 
ferving,  that  this  agreement  took  place  z, 
month  before  her  engagement  in  Edinburgh 
f  ommenced,  or  her  vifit  to  that  city  was  even 
thought  of.  She  opened  the  houfe  indeed, 
and  1  have  no  hefitation  in  concluding,  that  a 
fuppofition  of  th?it  event  accelerated  the  com-t 
pletion  of  the  building.  Though  the  gentle- 
men had  raifed  the  fabrick,  they  could  not 
lay  the  ferment  in  the  minds  of  the  lower  or- 
der of  men.  Before  the  intended  night  of  open- 
^g,  the  houfe  was  fet  on  fire,  an4  with  dijffi-t 
cuhy  iaved  from  being  totally  reduced  to  aflies, 

f  Vol.  IV.  p.  56. 
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"  When  we  arrived  at  Glafgow,"  conti- 
nues Mrs  Bellamy,  ^'  one  of  the  performers 
exclaimed,'*  Madam,  you  are  ruined/for  you 
have  nothing  left,  but  what  you  have  with 
you  in  the  chaifee.*  I  was  then  informed, 
jhat  the  ftage  of  the  new  Theatre  had  been  ftt 
0a  fire  the  night  before,  and  that  all  my  para- 
phernalia and  wardrobe,  which  lay  there  un- 
packed, had  been  confumed  bv  the  flames.*'* 

**  The  conflagration,  I  found,  wasoccafioned 
by  the  following  circumftance  :  A  methodift 
teacher,  who  held  forth  in  that  city,  told  his 
auditors,  that  he  dreamed  the  preceding 
night,  he  was  in  the  infernal  regions,  at  a 
grtnd  entertainment,  where  all  the  devils  in 
hell  were  prefent,  when  Lucifer  their  chief 

gave  for  a  toaft,  the  health  of  Mr ,  who 

had  fold  his  ground  to  build  him  a  houfe  up- 
on, (meaning  the  Theatre),  and  which  was  to 
be  opened  the  next  day  for  them  all  to  reign 
in. 

"  The  poor  ignorant  enthufiaftic  hearers  of 
this  Gocjlly  preacher,  found  their  enmity  againft 
§atan  and  his  fubjeds  inftantly  inflamed  by 

this 

^  |n  the  fprbg  1 764. 
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this  harangue;  and  in  order  to  prevent  fii 
alarming  an  extenfion  of  his  Infernal  Majes- 
ty's empire,  they  haftened  away  in  a  body  ta 
the  new  built  play-houfe,  and  fet  the  (lageoa 
fire.  Luckily  the  flames  were  extinguiflied, 
before  any  other  part  of  the  Theatre  was  con-* 
fumed  ;  but  the  whole  of  my  theatrical  ward# 
robe,,  which  lay  in  the  packages  upon  it,  were 
deftroyed."  "  They  had  coft,"  £he  fays, 
"  many  many  hundreds  of  pounds,  and  at  that 
time,  upon  a  moderate  computation,  were 
worth  nine  hundred  j  th^e  being  among 
them  a  complete  fet  of  garnets  and  pe^rls^ 
from  cap  to  llonsachcr*/' 

Mrs  Beixamy  proceeds  to  inform  us^ 
among  other  particulars,  that  being  refolved 
to  perform,  the  next  day  a  temporary  ftage  was 
eredled  of  loofe  boards  covered  with  carpets ; 
and  to  equip  her  with  a  wardrobe  for  comedy^ 
before  fix  o'clock,  from  not  being  miftreff 
of  one  gown,  Ihe  found  herfelf  in  the  poC- 
fefllon  of  above  forty,  and  fome  of  thefe  almoft 
new,  as  well  as  very  rich.  Nor  did  the  ladies 
confine  themfelves  to  outward  garments  only* 
Shfi    received    prefents    of  all    kinda^  and 

froxtt 

♦  Lififflflft  jfcff^n^n  vol  IV,  p.  59, 60, 
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from  every  part  of  the  adjacent  country,  to* 
gether  with  invitations  and  parties  for  the 
whole  time  of  her  refidence  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood •\  They  opened  with  the  Citizen 
by  way  of  a  play,  and  the  Mock  DoElor  for  the 
farce.  Mr  Reddifh  and  Mr  Aicken  were  the 
principal  performers  with  her  there  that  fea^ 
fon. 

From  thJs  time  the  Glalgow  Theatre  was 
occupied  at  diflPerent  periods  by  the  Edin- 
burgh company,  till  it  was  taken  by  one 
Williamsf ,  an  advtnturing  itinerant  mana- 
ger; who  being  a<5live  and  enterprifing  for  one 
feafbn,  cleared  a  confiderable  fum.  Brown  J, 
the  famous  Copper  Captain^  engaged  with  him, 
and  proved  peculiarly  attractive. 

The  Edinburgh  Theatre  having  been  let    ^ 
by  Mr  Rofs  to  Mr  Wilkinfon  of  York,  he     (A 
brought  his  performers  along  with  him  :  the 
greateft  party  therefore;  of  the  Edinburgh  one, 
forming  themfelves  into  an  independent  com-^ 

pany, 

•  Page  63.  64. 

t  He  poffvffed  It  from  1768  and  1 769,  to  the  end  of  1771V  , 
Diggcshadit  1772,  I773-  ( 

X  That  pleafant  comedian  died  at  the  Saracen^s  H«a4*  ^ 
Mr  Graham  was  at  the  expcnce  of  his  funeral*  —  -- 


C^  <>.«a.t»- 
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pany,  fitted  up  a  temporary  Theatre  at  fiuiK 
dee.     Meflrs  Bland  and  Mills  were  their  ma- 
I  nagers.     The  former  had  procured  the  leafe 

of  the  houfe  at  Glafgow  for  th^  following 
Winter.  I  was  always  upon  habits  'of >friend- 
Ihip  with  Mr  Bland  j  and  meeting  him  acci- 
dentally in  Edinburgh,  he  communicated  his 
plan,  arid  prevailed  upon  me  to  become  one 
of  the  party^  on  a  joint  partnerfhip  with  him 
and  Mr  Mills,  for  the  feafon  only,  upon^  cer- 
^U!7:-'^{^  tain  conditions**  Mifs  Manfel,  then  IWrs 
Farren,  was  our  principal  woman.  The  fcheme 
fucceeded,  and  I  was  thereby  induced  to  cm-^ 
^  bark  in  it  for  a  permanency.     Accordingly^ 

before  the  cloft  of  the  feafon,  I  purchafed  one 
full  third  of  the  wardrobe  and  moveable  pro- 
perty f .  We  had  agreed  for  a  leafe  of  a  new 
l^heatre,  then  building  at  Aberdeen  ;  and,  in 
the  mean  time,  propofed  taking  the  tompany, 
for  a  Ihort  time,  to  Dumfries.  I  had  been 
there  on  the  occafion,  and  flept  at  Kilmarnock 
on  my  return.  When  I  arrived  in  the  morn- 
ing at  the  place  where  the  Theatre  had  ftbod, 
1  found  it  covered  with  a  fmoky  ruin  J. 

Thus 

•  The  feafon  commenced  Januarjr  12.  1 7S0. 
t  AprU  25.  %  May  Sr 
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.  Thus  was  all  o^r  theatrical  property,  one-- 
/&lri/ of  which  I  had  been  in  polTeflion  of  on- 
ly eleven  days,  rcdticed  to  nothing.  My  own 
ftage  dreflcs,  to  no  inconfiderable  amount,  were 
very  fortunately  at  my  lodging,  and,  confe- 

.  quentl^  e(i;aped  the  general  Wreck.  How  the 
accident  happened  was  never  known.  Ithad  all 
fhe  .appearance  of  defign.  Th^re  had  been  no 
pi4y,and,confequently,no  fires,  for  two  days. 
Nor  could  there  have  been  any.  at  the  gal- 
lery-end of  the  houfe,froai  whence  the  flames 

;  firft  iffued,  as  the  dreiling-rooms  were,  and, 

.ip4eed,  always  are^  contiguous  to  the  ftage*. 

,  Soon  after  this  upfortunate  cataflrophe,  I 
...applied  to  the  proprietbrs,  to  know  whether 
it  was  their  defign  to.  rebuild  the  Theatre,  or 
to  what  purpofe  they  refolved  to  convert  their 
prpperty.  I  was  infprmed,  that  they  had  not 
the  leaft  intention  of  building ;  and  that  I  was 
at  liberty,  with,  their  full  confent,  to  ere<fl  a 
houfe,  at  my  own  rifle,  if  I  judged  it  advife- 
.  able  fo  to  d©:  nay,  one  of  the  gent^emenf  pro- 
pofed,  that  if  I  chofe  to  build  upon  the  fame 

O  fpot, 

♦  The  buildmg  had  been  infured  for  L.icoo,  but  the  pre- 
mium, by  fome  neglcd,  had  not  been  paid  up.  The  San  Fire 
Office,  however,  very  genteelly  made  a  prefcnt  of  L.3CO  to- 
wards the  loTs. 

t  Mr  Bogle  of  Sbculcfton. 
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fpot,  I  fliould  be  complimented  with  a  pre- 
fent  of  the  ground  and  remaining  walls.  I 
thanked  him  for  his  kind  intention,  but  declin- 
ed the  offer ;  as  I  rather  chofe  to  buy  groimd, 
almoft  at  any  rate,  if  it  could  be  procured,  in 
the  heart  of  the  town.  A  centrical  (ituation, 
I  judged,  would  foon  refund  the  diflference. 
With  this  view,  I  purchafed  that  part  of  St* 
Enoch's  Croft  which  now  forms  one  fide  of 
punlop  Street. 

The  foundation  wa^  dug,  and  I  attended 
to  ky  the  firft  ftone*.  During  the  ceremony 
I  received  the  following  card : — ^**  Dr  Gillie* 
and  Mr  Porteous  offer  their  compliments  to 
Mr  Jackfon,  and  think  it  their  duty  candidly 
to  inform  him,  before  he  proceed  farther  in 
the  work,  that  they  intend  to  join  with  other 
proprietors  in  Dunlop  Street,  to  apply  to  the 
magiftrates  to  prevent  the  building  of  a  play- 
houfe,  (or  concert-hall  for  a(5ling  plays),  in 
this  Street,  as  being  an  injury  to  their  pro- 
perty, and  inconfiftent  with  the  difpofitions 
granted  by  Mr  Dunlop  to  the  feuarsf.     We 

are 

•  Saturday,  February  17.  1781. 
f  The  ReTerend  Gentlemen  grounded  their  obje^ons  to 
the  Theatre's  being  ereded  on  the  area  in  queftios,  upon  the 
claufe  in  the  original  feu  from  Mr  Dunlop,  <*  That  it  (ball 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   SCOTTISH   STAGE.  107 

are  to  meet  tvith  them  on  Tuefday  forenoon; 
,and  though  we  might  have  delayed  giving 
any  intimation  till  the  building  was  begun, 
we  thought  it  fair,  and  becoming  our  ftation, 
50  give  it  thus  early.      17th  February  1781.'^ 

I  TOOK  no  notice  of  thefe  contents  to  the 
by-ftanders,  but  laid  the  (lone,  and  ordered 
the  work  to  be  carried  on  with  all  poflible 
difpatch.  On  a  re-perufal  of  the  letter,  I  judg- 
ed it  of  fuch  a  nature  as  to  require  able  and 
ierious  advice.  I  therefore  repaired  inftantly 
to  Edinburgh,  and  confulted  one  of  the  firft 
Advocates  there.  After  receiving  his  opinion, 
T  addrefled  the  following  anfwer  to  the  two 
eentlemen,  upon  the  points  in  queftion  : — 

Edinburgh^  February  19.  1781. 

RevERSND  Sirs, 

*^  I  KNOW  not  whether  I  fhould  make  an 

apology  for  delaying  my  anfwer  to  your  card^ 

or  make  an  excufe  for  the  trouble  I  give  you 

O  Z  in 

DOC  be  lawful  to,  nor  in  the  power  of  the  fa'cl  Robert  Barclay, 
or  his  forefatdi,  to  ercdl  any  tan^work,  candle  nuork  foap-^ork^ 
nor  any  other  nvork  or  manufacture  whatever,  upon  any  part 
of  the  forefaid  grounds,  which  cjay  ba  deemed  a  nuifance  by 
the  noagiflratcs  of  Glafgow,  or  other  judges  competent/* 
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in  the  perufal  of  this  letten  The  bearer  told 
me  it  required  no  reply.  You,  perhaps,  might 
wilh  a  tacit  confent  to  it  on  your  parts  ;  but, 
on  mine,  I  find  it  incompatible  with  my  in- 
tereft  to  be  filent  on  the  occafion.  I  fhould 
have  given  you  a  line  on  the  receipt  of  your 
note ;  but,  as  one  of  the  two  points  on  which 
you  reft  your  complaint  is  a  matter  of  law, 
I  could  not,  till  I  had  made  myfelf  mafter  of 
the  fubjedl,  by  the  advice  of  a  lawyer,  offer, 
my  fentiments  with  fafety  on  the  occafion* 

"  That  your  property  fhould  be  injured  by 
the  building  now  eredling,  I  could  in  a  nio- 
ment  have  confuted;  for,  *'  where  the  body  is, 
there  the  eagles  will  be  gathered  together." 
Thus,  where  amufements  are  held  forth,  there 
the  body  of  the  people  will  centre.  For  to  a, 
family,  efpecially  when  blefled  with  a  female 
progeny,  the  vicinity  to  places  of  entertain- 
ment muft  be  a  leffening  to  that  family's  ex- 
pence  ;  and  you,  I  prefume,  are  not  to  be  told 
the  yearly  charge  of  coaches  or  chairs  ;  nor 
the  convenience  that  would  attend  the  ftep- 
ing  only  acrofs  the  ftreet  to  the  neceffary  plea- 
fures  of  the  night.  In  London,  Edinburgh, 
York,  Briftol,  and  all  the  capital  towns  in  the 

ifland, 
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illand,  this  theory  is  eftabliihed  on  proof,  by 
jhe  augmentation  of  the  rents  of  houfes,  and 
the  price  of  lodgings,  becaufe  they  are  in  the 
ricinity  of  the  Theatre. 

"  Your  fecond  aflertion,  that  "  it  is  incon-? 
fiftent  with  the  difpofition  granted  by  Mr 
Dunlop  to  the  feiiars^'"  is  totally  groundlefs. 
For  till  you  can  prove  that  a  Theatre  is  a  ma-^ 
nufa(5lure  which  may  be  deemed  a  nuifance^ 
you  canndt  ferioufly  fuppofe  the  prefent  build- 
ing in  difpute  as  coming  within  the  mean- 
ing of  Mr  Dunlop.  A  church,  ^  fchool,  or  a 
ballr-Toom  might  with  equal  propriety  be 
pronounced  nuifances,  as  the  building  ia 
queftion, 

^  Let  me  perfuade  y^u,  gentlemen,  to  ta^kc 
the  advice  of  one  who  has  feen  enough  of  the 
world  to  point  out  your  prudent  conducfl  on 
this  occalion.  Would  you  live  in  neighbour- 
ly comfort  with  one  who  has  pitched  his  tent 
fo  near  you,  moleft  him  not  in  the  purfuit  of 
his  profeflion ;  for,  believe  it,  he  means  to  de- 
port himfelf  with  the  greatefl:  deference  to 
yours.   The  fon  of  a  clergyman,  and  brought 

up 


Digitized  by 


Google 


no  mgTORY    OF 

up  for  holy  orders  himfelf,  he  fhall  ever  pay 
honour  to  the  lacred  charaders  of  that  order, 

*'  Let  it  be  your  ftudy  to  preach  fandity 
without  auflerity ;  for  be  aflured,  wherever 
compulfion  or  reftraint  accompanies  admoni- 
tion o^  advice,  the  fenfes  take  the  alarm,  and 
nature  and  reafon,  ever  rebellious  under  re* 
ftraint,  begin  to  weigh  and  to  confute  the  un^ 

reafonable  didates  of  authority -.     But 

I  beg  your  pardons ;  I  am  running  on  in  a 
field  too  large  for  the  bounds  of  a  letter,  in 
which,  however,  I  am  ready  on  all  occafions 
to  meet  you  in  the  lifts  of  argument,  on  thi$ 
point,  as  I  am  in  the  Parliament  Houfe,  before 
the  Lords  at  Edinburgh,  to  whom  I  have  al-* 
ready  appealed,  on  the  fubjed  of  the  other^ 

"  On  more  maturely  confidering  the  fub- 
jed, it  appears  clear  to  me  that  you  do  not 
know  the  plan  of  the  intended  buildings.  That 
which  you  complain  of  will  neither  inter- 
rupt your  fight  nor  offend  your  hearing.  A 
land  is  intended  to  be  built  along  the  front  of 
I)unlop  Street,  according  to  the  rules  of  that 
Street,  and  likewife  along  Dr  Gillies's  paflage, 
as  high  as  either  of  your  houfes.     That  next 

Dr 
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l)r  Gillies  will  block  up  his  profpe<5l  fouth- 
Ward  within  ten  feet  of  his  winddws.  This 
will  entirely  fcfeen  him,  not  only  from  a 
fight  of  the  Theatre,  but  from  every  other  ob- 
ject that  way*  Thefe  lands  may  be  either 
heightened  of  lowered,  placed  forward  or 
backward,  according  to  the  good  or  bad  hu- 
mour your  condudl  may  occafion  iii  the  prd* 
prieton 

**  SiNCfi  writing  the  above,  1  have  fceen  fe- 
toinded,  that  one  of  you  (Dr  Gillies)  was  laft 
fummer  a  fellow-traveller  with  me.  We 
were  not  then  difagreeable  to  each  other :  the 
converfation  at  Aiichterarder  will  atteft  that 
circumftance.  As  we  Were  fellow-travellers 
in  a  fhort  journey,  let  us  be  fo  in  a  long  one, 
in  a  journey  of  the  world ;  and  let  us  Ihow  to 
each  individual  of  that  world,  that  brother- 
ly love  and  charity  are  the  charadleriftics  of 
good  chriftians.  That  it  may  be  fo  with  me, 
fliall  be  the  conftant  care  of, 

Gentlemen, 

Your  humble  fervant, 

J.  JACKSON." 

'  ■ ' '    '■■■<. 

I  RETfJRNED 
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I  RETURNED  to  Glafgow  on  the  Tuefday^ 
i?vith  an  order  from  one  of  the  Lords  of  Sef- 
fion  to  proceed  with  the  work,  notwithftand- 
ing  any  interference  to  the  contrary  ;  with  a 
prohibition  to  all  orders  of  men,  from  offering 
any  moleftation  to  me  or  my  property*.  Some 
of  the  heads  of  the  town,  to  whom  the  tranf- 
adlion  was  communicated,  approved  of  the 
meafure  I  had  taken  ;  and  affured  me,  that  if 
any  profecution  Ihould  take  place,  they  would 
enter  into  a  fubfcription  to  defray  the  ex- 
penceSfc 

No  interruption  was  however  afterwards 
attempted :  And  I  muft  do  the  Reverend  Gen- 
tlemen the  juftice  to  declare,  that,  as  neigh- 
bours, their  condudl  towards  me  has  beeil 
becoming  their  ftations,  condefcending  and 
friendly  ;  and,  on  my  fide,  I  flatter  myfelf, 
they  have,  on  all  occafions,  found  me  accom- 
modating and  refpedlfuK 

Those 

I9M  February  1781. 

♦  "  Prohibits  and  diTcharges  the  before  mentioned  Dr  Gillicf 

.  and  Mr  Portcous,  and  all  others,  from  troubling  or  molcfting 

the  coroplaincr  in  tht  free  cxcrcifc  of  his  property  ;  and  to  be 

intimated/ 

(Signed)    ]l\  Burnet.*^ 
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Those  unfavourable  ideas  with  which  they 
were  formerly  imprefled,  I  cannot  help  fup- 
pofing,  they  have,  from  experience,  difcovered 
to  have  been  unfounded.  The  Theatre,  I  pre- 
fume,  has  not,  in  any  fenfe  of  the  word,  prov- 
ed fo  difpleafing  as  their  apprehcndons  had 
formed  ;  and  the  immediate  rife  of  the  va- 
lue of  property  in  its  vicinity,  mufl  have  con- 
vinced them  that  the  worth  of  their  poITcf- 
fions  was  not  thereby  diminiflied. 

This,  the  firft  Theatre  that  was  everercifl- 
ed  in  Glafgow,  was  at  my  own  fole  charge 
and  expence,  which,  with  the  ground  and  ap- 
pendages, coft  upwards  of  L.3000  fterhng. 
The  audience  part  of  the  houfe  is  circular, 
exceedingly  neat,  and  holds,  at  the  Edinburgh 
prices,  from  L.90  to  L.ioo. 

It  was  opened*,  and  its  performances  re- 
prefented  through  the  feafon,  by  a  detached 
company  occafionally  recruited  from  Edin- 
burgh, where  the  Theatre  was  like  wife  open 
under  my  diredlion  at  the  fame  time.  But 
afterwards  the  feafona  of  performing  were  fo 
P   ,  fettled, 

*  January,  Anno  1781. 
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fettled,  that  one  fet  of  performer^  fupplied 
both  houfes.  The  adore,  wardrobe,  and  ex- 
hibitions were  the  fame;  its  theatrical  ar- 
rangements being  upon  a  conjundl  plan  with 
that  of  the  metropolis. 


SECT. 
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SECT.    VII. 

Mrs  Barresfordin  Edinburgh — Mrs  Siddons^  in^ 
trodu&ion  there — Confequences  rejpe&tng  tempo^ 
rary  engagements — Embarrajfments  attending 
the  manager  therefrom — Similar  circumflance 
to  Mr  Wilkinfon^  at  Beverly. 

At  the  commencement  of  my  management 
in  Edinburgh,  I  took  the  liberty  of  circu- 
lating, as  early  as  poflible,  the  following  ad- 
drefs : 

TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

"  I  DO  'myfelf  the  honour  of  fcizing  the  earlieft 
opportunity  of  informing  the  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  city  of  Edinburgh,  that 
the  fuperintendence  of  the  Theatre  Royal 
has  at  length  fallen  to  my  lot.  The  talk  is 
always  arduous  ;  and,  in  the  prefent  inftance, 
rendered  ftill  more  difficult  fronv  the  fliort- 
nefs  of  the  time  allowed  me  for  the  neceflary 
preparations  for  the  feafon,  my  agreement  with 
Mr  Rofs  for  the  purchafe  of  the  Theatre,  not 
P  2  having 
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having  been  concluded  till  the  loth  of  the 
prefent  month  *.  Even  with  this  addi- 
tional inconvenience,  I  embrace  the  fitua- 
tion  with  pleafure.  Naturalized,  as  it 
were,  by  inclination,  and  a  long  refidence  in 
Scotland,  I  cannot  help  looking  forward  with 
a  glow  of  fatisfaclion,  on  an  appointment 
which  flatters  me  with  a  pleafing  expedlation 
of  pafling  the  latter  part  of  my  life  in  a  coun- 
try, for  which,  from  my  earlieft  years,  I  have 
ever  entertained  the  ftrongeft  attachment. 

"  The  difficulties  I  muft  neceflarily  at  pre- 
fent encounter,  fhall  be  combated  by  an  un- 
remitted perfeverance.  As  a  fervant  of  the 
Public,  I  fhall  think  myfelf  bound,  on  all  oc- 
cafions,  to  make  my  opinion  fubfervient  to 
their  wilhes.  A  predile^ion  to  reprefenta- 
tions  that  exhibit  thofe  moral  principles  that 
the  Stage  was  intended  to  promote,  and  a 
conftant  endeavour  to  procure  the  moft  capi- 
tal Performers  that  can  be  had,  to  fill  the  va- 
rious char  adlers,  fhall  claim  my  fir  ft  attention, 
in  the  appointment  of  every  theatrical  exhibi- 
tion^ 

"  By  this  line  of  conduct,  I  flatter  myfelf 

•  with 

•  Ncvcmbct  lis  I. 
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with  the  hopes  of  fharing  fome  part  of  the 
Public  Favour.     To  maintain  and  to  promote 
that  portion  of  their  efteem,  fhall  be  the  con- 
ftant  and  moft  ardent  wifh  of 
Their  moft  humble 

And  devoted  fervant, 

JOHN   JACKSON." 

After  a  perufal  of  the  above,  and  upon 
the  ftridleft  review  of  the  various  tranfac- 
tions  that  have  occurred  through  a  fcries  of 
fucceeding  years,  I  cannot  accufe  myfelf  of 
having  in  the  fmalleft  degree  fwerved  from 
the  literal  meaning,  or  the  fpirit  of  the  obli- 
gation I  then  entered  into  with  my  fuppor- 
ters,  the  Public  ;  whofe  fervant,  then,  and  at 
all  times  fince,  I  have  profefTed  myfelf  to  be. 
If,  after  their  acquaintance  with  the  fadl& 
herein  produced,  I  ihould  be  deemed  to  have 
been  deficient  either  in  my  induftry,  or  my 
duty,  I  fhall  tacitly  fubmit  to  the  general 
cenfure  ;  for  on  this,  as  on  every  former  occa- 
fion,  it  is  my  pleafure,  and  my  wifli,  to  bow 
to  the  public  voice. 

On  a  revifion  of  the  following  names,  fe- 
ledled  from  the  numerous  catalogues  of  o- 

thers 
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thers  now  before  me,  I  cannot  entertain  th^ 
fmalleft  fufpicion  of  being  accufed  of  not 
having  exerted  my  conjlant  endea^uours  to 
procure  the  moft  capital  performers  that  could  bi 
bad. 


I 


^/ 


^     Mr  Henderfon^ 

Mrs  Yates, 

y          King, 

Crawford, 

•y^         Yates^ 

Siddons,  three  times ^ 

Holman^ 

Jordan,  three  times^ 

Pope, 

Eften,  twice^ 

Clinch, 

MifsFarren, 

*  Johnfon^ 

George,  tvoicd^ 

*  Gaudry, 

Morris, 

*  Oreilly, 

M.  Farren^ 

*  Ryder, 

Fontenelle, 

WiKon, 

*  Mrs  Baddeley, 

Leoni* 

Cornellys, 

Brooks, 

Robinfon, 

Kennedy,  the  finger^ 

'     Barresford, 

Mrs  Barresford,  though  laft,    is   not 
the  leaft  in  our  efteem.   As  a  reftdentiary  aElrefs^ 

I  think 

Thofe  marked  thus  *  are  dead4 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    SCOTTISH   STAGE.  119 

i  think  I  may  venture  to  ufe  the  Great  Mq/ter- 
Pocfs  expreflion, 


-  Take  her  for  all  in  all, 


"  T  fhall  not  look  upon  her  like  again." 

She  was  the  daughter  of  Mr  Wilford,  bro- 
ther-in-law to  Mr  Rich  (the  celebrated  Lnn)  ^^^ 
patentee  of  the  Theatre  RoJ^al  Co  vent  Garden. 
Mr  Rich's  country  houfe  was  at  Cowley,  near 
Uxbridge,  where  I  ufed  to  be  upon  a  vifit  for 
weeks  together.     It  was  there  I  firft  faw  Mifs 
Wilford.  She  was  thenabout  fourteen  or  fifteen 
years  of  age,  polTefTed  of  an  elegant  figure,  and 
had  every  advantage  of  education  to  render 
her  accompUfhments  complete.     I  was  pre- 
fent  at  her  firft  exhibition  as  a   dancer,  in 
which  {he  excelled.     She  appeared  as  an  ac- 
trefs  in  Miranda^  in  the  Bufy  Body,  the  fame 
feafon ;  afterwards  filled  a  capital  Hue  of  cha- 
raders  for  many  years  in  Co  vent  Garden: 
She  was   the  original  Mifs  HardcaftU^  in  Dr 
Goldfmith's  She  Stoops   to    Conquer.     She 
graced  this  Theatre  fix  winters.     Her  Lady 
Racket    will    be    remembered    as    long    as 
one  of  the  prefent  Edinburgh  audience  re- 
mains alive :     And   in   Lady  Grace^    in   the 
Journey  to  London,  fhe  difplaycd  fuch  a  neat- 
Uefs  of  elegance,  that  flie  muft  have  been  al-  ■  , 
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lowed  by  all  to  have  moved  and  looked (ht  very 
charadler  fhe  reprefented. 

Among  the  various  tranfa^lions  during  the 
lafl  ten  years  that  have  occurred,  the  firft  in 
the  rotine  of  notice,  is  the  Introdudlion  of 
Mrs  Siddoqs  to  the  Edinburgh  ftage,  ^  cir- 
cumftance  certainly  one  of  the  mod  material 
of  that  period.  This  occurrence  I  had  looked 
forward  to,  with  the  moft  flattering  hopes  of 
pleafure  and  advantage  ;  to  promote  it,  I  had 
taken  a  journey  on  purpofe  to  Dublin,  during 
Mrs  Siddons'  perforrpance  in  that  city  ;  and 
made  other  fuitable  efforts  to  induce  her  to 
pay  a  vifit  to  the  Theatre  of  this  metropolis. 

The  firft  appearance  of  that  lady  upon  this 
ftage,  was  upon  Saturday  May  22.  1784,  in 
the  part  of  Belvidera^  in  the  play  of  Venice 
Preferv'd, 

The  public  expedlation  was  wonderfully 
heightened,  and  abundantly  gratified.  As  a 
fpc6lator,  I  was  pleafed  alfb ;  as  a  manager,  I 
fear  I  have  found  no  great  caufe  to  rejoice.  For 
I  am  not;  clear,  notwithftanding  the  large  re- 
ceipts 
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ccipts  on  that  occafioa,  that  I  ultimately  ex- 
perienced much  profit. 

This  muft  have  the  appearance  oidi ftrong 
ajertion  to  thpfe  of  my  readers,,  into  whofe 
ears  it  has  been  loudly  and  conftantly  trum- 
peted, that  the  manager  had  made  mountains 
of  money  by  Mrs  Siddons'  performance.  Let 
us  proceed  to  the  difcuilion  of  that  queftion, 
pointed  out  by  the  finger  of  experience  and 
proofl 

The  introdu(5lion  of  exotics,  for  a  fhort 
period,  at  any  Theatre  out  of  London,  muft 
be  attended  with  inconveniences  to  a  mana- 
ger,  in  a  greater  or  a  lefs  degree,  according  to 
local  circumftances,  or  the  temper  of  the 
times;  For  though  the  wilhes  of  the  audience 
may  be  thereby  gratified  to  the  uttermoft,  and 
the  fpirit  and  exertions  of  the  manager  for  a 
moment  extolled ;  yet  the  hour  of  reflecflion 
foon  returns  to  the  latter,  and  fatiety  and  laf- 
fitude  pervades  the  town.  The  beft  feledled 
pieces^  moft  refpedably  caft,  are  reprefented 
10  empty  benches ;  and  the  hundreds  that 
have  been  taken  in  a  week,  by  the  attradion 
of  merit  or  fafhion,  arc  thus  expended  in  fup- 

Q^  pore 
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port  of  an  expenfive  company,  through  the 
remainder  of  a  long  and  dragging  feafon. 

Or  fliould  the  objedl  not  have  proved  pro- 
duc5live,  which,  however  high  in  eftimation, 
I  have  fometimes  known  to  happen,  the  mana- 
ger  then  becomes  fubjcdt  to  a  double  lofs,  and 
the  deficiency  muft  be  made  up  from  feme 
.   other  funds. 

At  Bath,  no  adlor  or  adrefs,  however  po- 
pular or  attractive,  is  permitted  to  perform 
for  a  few  nights  only.  On  no  other  condi- 
tions can  they  be  engaged  there,  but  for  the 
feafon ;  and  upon  fuch  terms  as  the  emolu- 
ments of  the  Theatte  may  warrant,  £6  as  to 
Coincide  with  the  manager's  advantage.  '*  No 
adling  there,"  fays  Mr  Wilkinfon, "  for  a  fliort 
period,  to  take  the  cream  and  leave  the  flam- 
med milk  for  the  manager  and  performers  to 
live  upon*." 

.    ,  Mrs  Crawford,  who  refided  in  that  city 

"^^     \         the  greateft  part  of  a  winter,  but  a  few  years 

ago  f,  could  procure  no  temporary  accefs  to 

the  Theatre,     Propofals   were   made  to  her, 

but 

•  Mirror f  or  A^lon  TahUt^  hy  Wilkinfon^  p.  96.     f  An*  1789. 
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but  exprefsly  that  flie  fliould  engage  for  the 
ieafon.  That  capital  a<5lrefs,  therefore,  de- 
clining all  offers  upoji  that  plan,  continued 
there,  to  the  great  lofs  of  the  audience  as  well 
as  herfelf^  without  having  an  opportunity  of 
exhibiting  her  juftly  admired  theatrical  ta- 
lents. 

• 

The  feme  maxim  prevailed  with  the  York 
company,  till  the  acceffion  oI'Mr  Wilkinfon, 
the  prefent  manager,  who  judged  it  advifable 
to  deviate  from  the  long  adopted  mode. 

"  Which  rule,"  he  fays, "  had  I  abided  by, 
thofe  ftages  (York  and  Hull)  had  been  on  a 
more  folid  foundation  than  at  the  prefent 
day*" 

His  reafons  fof  this  affertion,  I  fhall  infert 
in  his  own  words.  "  The  abfence  of  the 
reigning  Londbn  favourite,  leaves  a  cold  chill 
and  ominous  ill-fated  blaft,  on  all  theatrical 
culture  for  the  year  to  come.  It  is  true,  by 
thefe  advantages,  plays  arc  wonderfully  alter- 
ed for  the  better ;  but  was  1  ajQccd,  if  in  con- 
fequence  of  fuqh  good  fare,  are  not  the  audi- 

0^2  enccs 

•  Mirror,  p.  95. 
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ences  altered  for  the  better  alfo  ?  I  fliould  be 
compelled  to  anfwer,  Indeed  they  are  not; 
but  far  the  contrary.  Frequently  feeing  the 
bed  adin^^,  has  deftroyed  all  theatrical  regu- 
lar rclifli.  I  was  led  formerly  to  believe, 
when  I  firfl  began  the  mode  of  procuring 
principal  performers  from  London,  it  would 
have  given  information  t6  the  people  in  ge- 
neral, and  made^  more  and  more  converts  to 
my  conventicles ;  but  there  I  w^as  egregi- 
oufly  niiftaken.  For  people  who  are  not  blef- 
fed  with  affluent  fortunes,  in  the  middling 
clafs  of  life,  with  proud  minds  and  little  fouls, 
have  but  as  much  for  pleafure  as  they  can 
conveniently  fpare  ;  therefore,  if  they  expend 
in  one  week  \^  hat  would  ferve  for  a  month, 
for  thcmfelves  and  their  families  purpofcf^, 
there  is  likely  to  be  a  drawback.  And  it  is 
furprifmg  my  own  appetite  did  not  inform  me 
thi»  ;  for  if  I  fed  one  v^Tck  upon  pine-apples, 
grapes,  ne^ftarincs,  and  peaches,  I  would  ra- 
ther go  without  the  we^k  follov/ing,  than  eat 
common  pears,  plumbs,  or  blackberries^^" 

I  AM  far  from  infmuating,  that  the  cffcCis 
of  thefe  temporary  theatrical  vifitors  io  llrcng- 
ly  piedcmmate  in  the  fcale  of  difadvantage 

t© 

♦  Mrror^  p.  98. 
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to  an  Edinburgh  manager^  as  to  thofe  of 
York,  Hull,  or  even  of  Bath.  The  lefs  nu- 
merous the  audiences,  the  more  vulnerable 
are  the  diredlors  of  their  amufements* 

Inconveniences,  however,  obvioufly  do 
larifc  here.  Obfervation  before,  and  experience 
fince  I  made  the  trial,  have  furnifhed  me  with 
conviAion.  But  there  is  no  fufpcnding  the 
practice ;  it  has  been  begun,  and  mud  be  con*^ 
tinued^  The  efforts  of  the  adkors,  and  the  li- 
berality of  the  audience,  in  the  intervening 
chafms,  can  only  modify  and  correct  it. 

LtJcRAttvlt  motives  apart — ^The  dearth  of 
ftage  pieces  which  thefe  periodical  performan- 
ces naturally  occasion,  proves  a  lading  draw- 
back upon  the  greated  temporary  advantage 
they  can  produce. 

Mrs  Siddons*  cad  is  Ifabella^  Belvidera^ 
Lady  Randolph^  and  all  in  that  line.  Mrs 
Jordan's  the  Country  Girl^  the  Mifs  Hoydens^ 
and  fprightly  comedy.  Thus,  if  thofe  ladies 
are  feen  in  twelve  charadlers  each,  it  proves 
the  occcafion  oi  twenty-four  plays  being  laid 
upon  the  fhelf.  For  fo  attractive  have  they 
been  found  in  thofe  particular  performan- 
ces, in  which  they  are  allowed  ch';?fly  to 

excel. 
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excel,  that  it  would  be  next  to  an  impoflitU 
lity  for  the  beft  annual  affre/s  that  could 
be  procured,  to  fupport  the  fituation  of 
either,  in  the  fmalkft  degree  of  conapari-' 
fon  J  or  to  preferve  the  pieces  in  which  they 
had  fo  recently  appeared  upon  the  aElwgJiock 
lift  of  the  fcafon. 

But  let  us  examine  in  what  manner  Mrs 
Siddons*  firft  vifit  to  Edinburgh  operated 
merely  upon  the  receipts  of  the  Theatre.  As 
this  is  a  circumftance  that  has  been  much 
talked. of,  and,  among  others,  for  want  of  ex- 
planation, perhaps  little  underflood,  I  am  de- 
fired  by  a  perfon  of  fonle  confequence  to  be 
particular  in  its  difcuflion. 

The  fame  which  Mrs  Siddons  had  acquir- 
ed in  London  was  not  long  in  travelling  thus 
far  north,  and  fbon  excited  in  the  amateurs 
of  the  drama  a  wilh  to  fee  her  upon  the 
Theatre  ;  and  I,  on  this,  as  well  as  on  other 
occafions,  was  anxious  they  fhould  be  gra- 
tified. A  leading  perfon  in  the  Parliament 
Houfe,  difcourfing  with  me  upon  the  fub- 
jcdl,  propofed,  that  if  Ihe  could  be  prevailed 
upon  to  come  down,  I  fhould  be  aflTifted,  for 
that  purpofe,  with  the  fum  of  L.aoo,  to  be 
railed  by  fubfcriptiofi,  and  which  was  to  be 
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paid  to  xne  in  part  of  whatever  fum  fhould 
be  ftipulated  for  her  performance,  and  I  was 
recommended  to  make  the  •  beft  bargain  I 
could. 

In  cdnfequence  of  this  aflurance,  I  con- 
cluded an  agreement  with  her  hufband,  that 
Mrs  Siddons  fhould  perform  nine  nights,  for 
which  (he  was  to  receive  L.400,  and  a  clear 
benefit.  A  few  pofts  after*,  I  was  defired  by 
Mr  Siddons  to  inform  him,  if  the  two  hun- 
dred pounds  fubfcriptioi^  of  the  nobility  and 
gentry  was  to  go  "  towards  the  four  hundred 
I  was  to  give  her.*' 

I  REPLIED  in  returnf,  that  "  a  fet  of  gen- 
tlemen, in  order  to  put  it  in  my  power  to  of- 
fer Mrs  Siddons  what  might  be  judged  worth 
her  acceptance,  had  undertaken  to  raife  me 
L.  200,  which,  added  to  the  L.200  Ipropofed 
to  give,  made  up  the  L.400. 

I  SOON  received  for  anfwer,  that  Mrs  Sid- 
dons did  not  chufe  to  perform  upon  any  ftipu- 
lated fum,  but  rather  preferred  the  taking  her 

chance 

•  London,  February  3.      f  Edinburgh,  February  9.  1784. 
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chance  of  the  receipts,  and  fuppo/ed  I  fhould 
have  no  objedlion  to  the  changCi  I  had  now 
no  choice  ;  the  dye  was  cail ;  the  negociation 
had  taken  wind,  and  had  I  put  a  negative 
upon  the  bufiaefs,  let  my  reafons  have  been 
ever  fo  good,  the  blame  muft  have  fallen 
upon  me.  And  therefore,  after  fome  delibe- 
ration, I  thought  it  advifable  to  confent  to 
the  change; 

A  LETTER  frovjfi  Mr  Siddons*  concluded 
the  fecond  agreement,  with  which  he  declar- 
ed, that  "  Jie  and  Mrs  Siddons  were  extreme- 
ly fatisfied  with  all  my  treaty,  and  obliged 
to  me  for  joining  fo  readily  with  their  laft  pro* 
pofalsfc" 

The  alteration  was,  that  inftead  of  L.400 
certain,  Mrs  Siddons  fhould  receive  half  of 
the  receipts  after  the  expences  ;  with  alfo  a 
clear  benefit.  I  mentioned  the  circumftance 
to  the  condudor  of  the  fubfcription ;  and  ex- 
prefled  my  apprehenfion  of  its  operating  very 
ftrongly  in  my  disfavour. 

With  refpeft  to  the  two  hundred  pounds, 
I  expedled  at  any  rate  to  have  had  the  fatis- 

fadlidn 
•  April  3. 
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fa(5lion  of  paying  it ;  and,  for  that  purpofe  had 
a  promile  that  the  money  lliould  be  lodged  ia 
my  hands.  But,  by  what  means  I  know  not, 
Mr  Siddons  received  it  without  my  knowledge 
or  participation.  This  of  courfe  made  a  ba- 
lance of  L.  200  in  the  fcale  of  profit  in  Mrs 
Siddons'  favour,  over  and  above  what  accrued 
from  the  receipts  of  the  houfe. 


Her  receipts  then  flood  thus> 


Nine  nights  receipts,  -  L.4C7     7     7 

From  the  gcntlemens  fubfcription,     200     o     o 
Benefit  (clear)  at  raifed  prices,  I  prc- 

fume  may  be  rated  at  -         180     o     o 

Prefents  by  plate  and  gold  tickets, 
I  fuppofe  could  not  amount  to  lefs 
than  -  -  120     o     o 


L.967  7  7 
The  cxpences  of  Mrs  Siddons'  jour- 
ney were  all  that  could  be  placed 
on  the  debtor  fide  of  the  accompt ; 
for  her  living  in  Edinburgh  would 
fcarcely  exceed  what  it  would 
have  cofl  her  in  Gowcr  Street — 
Wc  (hall  rate  ihem  then  at  50     o     o 

L.917     7     7 
Jl  Thus 
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Thus,  then,  Mrs  Siddons  fat  down  at  her 
fire-fide  with  a  clear  nine  hundred  and  odd 
pounds,  for  nine  nights  performance. 

Let  us  now  examine  into  the  profits  of  the 
manager. 

Half  of  the  receipts,  after  paying 
the  expcnces,  divided  with  Mrs 
Siddons,  L.467     7    7 


Againfl  this  muft  be  placed  his  jour- 
ney to  Dublin,  and  other  extra 
expences,  neccffarily  incurred  on 
the  occafion,  exceeding         -  -     L.50 

Mrs  Siddons  played  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Infirmary,  and  gave  her 
labour  gratis.  The  manager  gave 
an  equal  (hare  of  the  profits  of  the 
night,  and  withal  the  charges 
which  he  paid  to  the  company,    -   35 

Mrs  Siddons  had  a  clear  benefit  alfo, 
which  was  to  the  manager,  35 


L.120     o 


Thus  the  manager's  clearance  was  L.347     7    7 

And 
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And  how  foori  will  a  continuance  of  lofs 
amount  to  that  fum,  in  an  lindertaking  like 
that  of  Edinburgh,  with  a  deficiency  of  fifty- 
pounds  a-week,  as  I  have  often  experienced, 
with  an  excellent  company,  when  the  town, 
from  fatiety,  or  any  other  caufe,  falls  into  a 
diiinclination  to  vifit  the  Theatre  ? 

It  may  here  perhaps  be  prefumed,  that 
fome  value  ihould  be  placed  to  the  profit  fide 
of  the  manager's  accompt,  from  a  fuppofed 
overcharge  in  the  L.  35,  as  the  nightly  expence 
of  th6  houfe.  To  this  I  fhall  offer  in  reply, 
that  there  are  extra  charges  that  may  proper- 
ly be  filled  the  finking  funds  of  a  Theatre, 
wliich  the  difiaterefted  fpedlator  can  have  no 
conception  of;  which  an  individual  performer 
is  little  acquainted  with,  and  which  the  mana- 
ger, who  feels  their  weight  upon  the  pay-day, 
can  alone  explain:  fo  that  avaraging  the  yearly 
expences  by  the  number  of  ading  nights,  the 
medium  charge,  communibus  arinis^  may  be 
iairly  rated  at  nearer  L.40  than  l^^'^S  ^  i^ig^^t.* 

V 

I  SHALL  have  occafion  to  fpeak  more  at 
large  upon  the  weekly  expences  of  1 790,  to 
that  the  reader  is  requelled  to  refer,  or  to  re- 
R  2  main  , 
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main  fatisfied  with  this  general  ftatement  till 
he  arrives  there  in  due  courfe. 

I  CANNOT  defert  this  page  without  obferv- 
ing,  that  in  London  the  expences  of  benefit 
nights  have  been  in  my  memory  confidera- 
bly  heightened.  When  1  engaged  in  Dniry 
Lane,  the  charges  were  Jtxfy  guineas ;  which 
I  paid  three  feafons.  I  afterwards  paid  an 
hundred  for  five  years  :  and  fince  that,  they 
have  been  augmented,  (I  beUeve)  to  an  hun- 
dred and  twenty  or  upwards.  In  Edinburgh, 
on  the  building  of  the  prefent  Theatre  Royal, 
L.  '^^^  was  adopted  as  a  reafonable  price  for  a 
benefit  (1769)  and  it  has  remained,  as  the 
ftandard,  notwithftanding  the  growing  in- 
creafe  of  every  article  of  expence  fince  that 
period.  I  have  often  heard  Mr  Garrick  and 
Mr  Lacy  complain  that  they  lofl:  confidera- 
bly  by  the  benefits  being  charged  fo  low  ;  and 
I  can  fafcly  aver,  that,  confidering  the  draw- 
backs they  are  faddled  with,  the  cafe  has  been 
the  fame  with  me.^ 

Clear  benefits,  as  they  are  called,  are  free 
from  every  expence,  not  only  from  adlors  fa- 
kries,  but  likewife  from  lights,  printing,  fer- 

vants, 
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Tants,  and  a  long  lift  of  appendages.  There 
are  not  only  obvioufly  attended  with  difad* 
f  antage,  but  fametimcs  with  great  temporary 
inconvenience  to  the  manager,  as  they  often 
occalion  an  ill-timed  vacancy  in  the  funds  of 
the  week.  So  fenfible  of  this  were  Mr  King, 
Mifs  Farren,  Mrs  Pope,  and  Mrs  Eften,  that 
in  return,  they  made  a  voluntary  compliment 
of  their  performance  for  Mrs  Jackfon,  which 
threw  fomeching  in,  tovv'ards  the  pecuniary 
balance  in  my  favour. 

The  L.  2CO  fubfcription  not  only  rendered 
the  inequality  of  emolument  between  the  two 
parties  fo  great,  but  was  attended  with  fuch 
inconveniencies  in  other  refpecfls,  as  will,  I 
pre  fume,  difluade  the  gentlemen  from  adopt- 
ing a  fimilar  meafurc  on  any  future  occafion. 
Many  of  the  members,  upon  the  ftrength  of 
their  fubfcription,  entertained  an  idea,  that 
they  were  intitled  to  a  preference  of  places  in 
the  boxes  ;  and  claimed,  in  confcqucnce,  a 
right  of  opinion  in  the  difpofal  of  them, 

Undf.r  this  fuppofition,  a  general  meeting 
was  called,  at  the  inftance  of  one  of  the  mem- 
bers, by  public  advertifemcnt.     A  large  at- 
tendance 
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tendance  was  procured ;  and  thebufinefs  ful- 
ly difcufled  It  was  determined  that  the  fub- 
fcribers  Ihould  have  np  claim  individually 
upon  the  boxes  :  That  their  wives  and  rela- 
tives, in  that  part  bf  the  houfe,  (hould  take 
the  general  chance :  And  that  for  themfelves 
perfonally,  a  certain  number  of  rows  in  the 
pit  (hould  be  fet  apart,  with  the  privilege  of 
entering  thereto,  a  quarter  of  an  hour  before 
the  other  doors  were  opened. 

Various  modes  were  propofed  with  ref- 
pe(5l  to  the  arrangement  of  the  boxes,  but  none 
of  them  adopted.  It  was  at  length  finally  re- 
folved,  that  the  difpofal  of  them  fhould  be 
left  to  the  difcretion  of  the  manager. 

This,  however  it  might  appear  at  the  m6- 
ment,  proved  a  fervice  of  danger.  Notwith- 
ftanding  every  precaution,^  miftakes  unavoid- 
ably happened.  If  the  clerk  inferted  a  name 
by  a  wrong  defignation — if  a  letter  mifcar- 
ried,  or  a  fervant  arrived  too  late  to  fecurc 
the  places — ;the  whole  blame  centered  with 
the  manager.  Even  an  inability  to  comply 
with  a  demand,  was  imputed  to  him  as  a 
fault* 

My 
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My  not  being  able  to  perform  an  impoflibi- 
lity,  or  rather,  my  refufal  to  do  an  acfl  of  injuf- 
tice,  by  crazing  a  name,  gave  unpardonable 
offence  to  an  individual,  who,  (trange  as  it  may 
appear,  threatened  me  at  the  time  with  the  ef- 
fe(5ls  of  his  refentmcnt ;  and  he  kept  his  word. 
If  he  was  not  the  caufe,  foon  after,  of  the  op- 
pofition  to  the  renewal  of  the  patent,  he  was 
at  lead  inftrumental,  to  the  uttermoft  of  his 
power,  in  keeping  up  the  contention, 

I  STAND  not  however  alone,  I  find,  in  hav- 
ing thus  undefervedly  incurred  the  frowns  of 
xefentment.  A  brother-manager  fuffered  con- 
siderably on  a  fimilar  occafion,  from  an  un^ 
merited  animofity,  taken  wantonly  up  by  a, 
perfon  in  power. 

"  The  caufe  (fays  Mr  Wilkinibn)  of  my 
lofing  the  little  jewel  Beverly,  from  the  crown 
of  my  York  imperial  diadem,  I  fhall  here 
faithfully  relate.  I  was  up  to  the  ears  in 
building  a  new  Theatre  at  Leeds,  and  in  the 
interim  tried  Beverly  and" Hull  races:  At  that 
time  my  leafe  for  the  .former  was  nearly  ex- 
pired; When  to  my  aftonilhment,  and  every 

perfons 


Digitized  by 


Google 


■V 


136  HISTORY    OF 

perfons  equal  furprife,  I  was  ordered  by  Cola- 
nel  Appleton,  then  mayor,  to  march  bag  and 
baggage  out  of  the  town.  My  royalty  of  pa- 
tents, with  York  in  one  hand,  and  that  of 
Hull  in  the  other,  could  not  melt  nor  foften 
an  obdurate  rock,  or  prevail  with  that  upright 
judge  to  deviate  fo  far,  as  to  wink  at  a  breach 
of  law,  by  fuffering  a  naughty  play  at  Beverly, 
though  he  had  evidently  gone  nine  miles  from 
hence  to  Hull,  for  the  purpofe  of  feeing  one,  at 
which  time  Hull  was  not  a  patent  Theatre, 

"  Why  a  genileman*  whom  I  never  10  my 
knowlege  offended,  but  held  in  refpecflful  et 
teem,  fhould  have  ufed  me  thus  oppreiHvely, 
has  been  from  that  time  tp  this  inexplicable, 
unlefs  the  following  circumftance.  was  his 
ground  motive  and  reafon  for  fuch  ungentle- 
manlike,  and  indeed  fuch  cruel  behaviour ; 
which  furely  can  only  be  accounted  for  as 
owing  to  that  llrange  turn,  too  often  feen, 
ftlt  and  experienced  from  a  defpotic  and  proud 
difpofition. 

"  Two  years  before,  the  faid  Colonel  had 
delired  to  have  a  row  in  a  ftage  box  for  my 
benefit  at  Hull.     The  places  were  fet  down, 

but 
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but  the  Colonel  had  not,  as  was,  and  is  the 
tifage,  fent  a  fervant  to  fecure  them  ;  and  it 
was,  and  is  alfo  the  cuftom,  that  at  the  end  of 
the  firft  a(fl  of  a  play,  none  can  be  kept  for 
any  rank  or  degree  whatever.     The  Colonel 
did  ndt  arrive  till  the  fecond  acfl  was  perform- 
ing, confequently  his   feats  were  filled  up ; 
and  though  the   ladies  and  gentlemen  in  the 
boxes  offered  to  make  him  eVery  convenience, 
he  would  not  accept  it,  but  was  highly  en- 
raged and  offended,  at  what,  in  facfl,  was  en- 
tirely his  own  fault.     He  declared  he  would 
not  continue  a  minute  longer  in  the  Theatre, 
and  departed  inftantly,  fwelling  with  dignity- 
even  to  the  burfting,  and  vowing  vengeance 
on  the  Wilkinfon.     The  which  he  put  in  ex- 
ecution in  the  inanner  I  have  related  :  And 
it  has  often  brought  good,  Shakefpear's  Hues, 
as  applicable  to  that  powerful  magiftrate — '* 


Oh !  'tis  excellent 


**  To  have  a  giant's  ftrcngth  !  but  it  19  tjracnoiJa 
'*  To  ufc  it  like  a  giant.'* 


SECT. 
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SECT.     VIII. 

Renewal  of  the  Patent — Tranfadlions  concernuig 
it — Tbe  rights  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  of 
England^  refpedling  theatrical  reprefentations — 
Impartiality  of  the  Duke  of  Grafton^  in  that 
office — Mrs  Siddons  agairi  in  Edinburgh — 
Mr  Fennell  there. 

I  WAS  affefted  with  no  fmall  degree  of  fiir- 
prift,  when  I  underflood  that  a  number  of 
gentlemen  were  meditating  to  procure  a  new 
patent^  in  their  own  names,  for  the  Edin- 
burgh Theatre,  upon  the  expiration  of  the  one 
then  exifting.  1  imagined  the  faihire  of  the 
fame  fcheme,  in  the  hands  of  men  of  the  firft 
charadler  and  abilities  in  the  kingdom  *, 
would  have  banifhed  every  idea  of  repeating 
the  experiment. 

A  PROPOSAL  vras,  hov^ever,  tranfmitted  to 
London,  to  be  laid  before  the  Lord  Chamber- 
lain 

♦  See  pages  30,  23. 
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lain  for  that  purpofe.  It  took  no  notice  of  the 
prefeni  Theatre  Royal^  of  the  proprietors ^fubfcri^ 
bers  to  itj  or  of  Mr  yackfon  the  patentee.  It 
contained  three  capital  mijiakes  in  point  of  fa(5l, 
and  held  out  2l  principle  exploded  in  the  hif- 
tory  and  pradlice  of  all  the  Theatres  in  the 
kingdom,  * 

THzfrJi  of  thefe  miftakes  was,  that  David 
Rofs^upon  the  erecflion  of  the  Theatre  Royal, 
had  been  generoufly  entrufted  with  the  ma- 
nagement by  the  public,  without  any  valuable 
confideration  upon  his  part  *. 

Tjly^  That  Mr  Rofs  had  betray edliis  truft,        (p^  A^ 
by  converting  it  into  a  quiet  finecure-office  of  • 

L.  500  per  annum  tq  himfelf  f . 

3^/^,  That  Mr  Jackfon  had  paid  no  valu- 
able confideration  to  Mr  Rofs  for  a  convev- 
iiace  of  the  Theatre  J. 

j\ibly^  That 

♦  The  b'^h  price  paid  for  the  Tlicatrc  by  Mr  Rofs,  con- 
futes this  aifertion,  fee  page  75. 

t  This  is  likewife  explained  In  page  75. 

X  The  contrary  of  this  very  evidently  appears  in  page  76. 
Sep  likewife  farther  particulars  in  the  fe<fllcn  tf  the  year  1 79c. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^  ^ 


X40  HISTORY    OF 

j^jllj'^  That  upon  the  expiration  of  thea^ 
trical  patents,  the  obtaining  the  next  term  was  • 
a  matter  of  intereft  alone,  and  that  the  Lord 
Chamberlain  of  England  was  accullomed  to 
grant  new  patents,  without  the  lead  regard  to 
the  property  of  the  fubfifting  Theatres,  or  the 
perfons  concerned  in  them. 

Having  got  notice  of  thele  propofals,  I 
made  fpecific  objecflions  to  them,  in  which  I 
explained  the  miftake  refpe(5ling  Mr  Rofs  and 
myfelf.  I  alfo  endeavoured  to  corredl  the 
error  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  theatrical 
property,  and  to  point  out  the  more  juft  and 
equitable  pradlice  of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  in 
the  renovation  of  patents. 

In  order  to  illucidate  this,  I  took  the  liber- 
ty of  obferving,  that,  with  great  deference 
to  the  gentlemen  concerned,  the  then  fcheme 
appeared  to  be  founded  uppn  a  great  claJjicQl' 
error ;  or,  in  other  words,  a  total  forgetfulnefs 
of  the  prefent  age  and  country.  In  Greece 
and  Rome,  the  public  furniflied  magnificent 
Theatres,  with  all  their  fplendid  decorations. 
/The  public,  therefore,  had  an  vmqueftionable 
right  to  the  exclufive  choice  or  nomination 
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t^f  every  perfon  concerned  in  the  condudl  of 
thefe  national  fpedlacles. 

But  where  they  are  provided  by  indivi- 
duals, thofe  individuals  have*  an  nndoubt-; 
cd  right  to  the  diredlion  of  them,  guaranteed 
by  thofe  laws,  and  that  government  under 
whicli  they  live,  and  to  which  they  are  amen- 
able* 

The  intention,  I  reminded  them,  of  the 
legiflature,  by  the  ftatnte  made  in  behalf  of 
Theatres,  was  not  to  alter  the  nature  of  theatri- 
cal property,  but  to  protedl  the  church  and  the 
ftate  from  the  petulance  and  abufe  which  had 
crept  into  the  reprefentations  of  the  ftage ; 
and,  that  fo  long  as  managers  and  proprie- 
tors conducted  the  entertainments  with  pro- 
per decorum,  it  had  been  the  equitable  prac- 
tice of  the  Lord  Chamberlain  of  England  to 
renew  patents  from  time  to  time  to  the  pojf^f- 
fors  of  the  property.  It  is  this  equitable  right 
of  renewal,  which  conftitutes  the  theatrical 
property  of  Great  Britain,  and  which  with- 
out it  would  be  of  no  value,  The  Theatres 
pf  London  w^ere  fold,  a  few  years  ago,  for  the 
great  fums  of  L.  64,000  and  L.  70,000  Sterling, 

an4 
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and  that  at  a  time  when  the  term  of  one  of 
the  patents  of  thofe  houfes  was  within  a  few 
years  of  expiring*, 

THEyr<?«^ry,  wardrobe^  and  brick-ivalls^  fold 
or  feparated  from  the  ufe  which  they  ferved  for 
upon  the  fpot,  would  not  have  brouglit  a  fixth 
part  of  that  fum,  and  no  man  would  hazard 
his  money  upon  fuch  an  adventure,  were  not 
the  right  of  renewal  fo  fecured  by  the  laws 
of  his  country, 

The  Theatres  of  Baib^  Norwich^  Cbefter^ 
Hull^  Tork^  Liverpool^  &c.  &c«  are  all  upoa 
the  very  fame  footing  as  that  of  Edinburgh, 
They  are  all  properties  growing  in  proportion 
to  their  refpedlive  fituations,  and  the  patents 
have  been  regularly  renewed  to  their  refpeSlive 
proprietors. 

Public  licences  to  Theatres  all  over  Europe, 
are  intended,  and  ufed  for  no  other  purpofes,  ^ 
than  to  cnfure  the  obfervance  of  propriety 

and 

•  The  value  of  the  London  Theatres  in  the  beginning  of  thU 
century,  did  not  exceed  L.  SOQC.  They  arofe  to  L.  1 2,000, 
then  to  L.  20,coc,  and  fo  00,  till  they  have  arrived  to 
L.  7c  |Coo  and  upwards. 
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and  decorum  in  the  condudl  of  the  ftage. 
In  England  the  holding  Theatres  under  the 
high  jurifdidlion  to  which  they  are  by  law 
lubje(5led,  is  of  more  importance  than  in  other 
kingdoms,  where  the  prefs  is  alfo  »under  con- 
troul,  becaufe  the  meafure  operates  as  a  check 
upon  authors*  more  than  acflors.  With  re- 
gard to  the  latter,  the  powers  vefted  by  the 
a6l  of  Parliament  have  improved  the  property 
of  the  ftage,  and  infured  the  bread  of  fuch 
managers  as  chofe  to  behave  with  propriety, 
and  to  avoid  every  occafion  of  giving  offence. 
The  compliment  paid  to  the  Duke  of  Graf- 
ton, Lord  Chamberlain,  by  Mr  Colley  Gibber, 
at  the  time  the  law  paffed,  may  with  juftice 
be  continued  to  his  fucceffors.  "  It  is  evi-* 
dent,"  fays  Gibber,  "  that  the  power  of  that 
white  ftaff,  ever  fince  it  has  been  in  the  illuf^ 
trious  hand  that  now  holds  it,  has  been  ufed 

with  the  utmoft  lenity,  f* 

Thes£ 

♦  A  licentious  writer,  whofc  pieces  were  exhibited  in  the 
Hay  Market,  was  the  occafion  of  the  aft  of  Parliament : 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  was  the  chief  mark  of  his  fdtire  :  **  But," 
as  Gibber  fays,  in  his  Apology,  p.  164,  **  he  went  on  knock- 
ing down  all  di.lindions,  religion,  laws,  government,  pricHs, 
judges,  and  mlnifters." 

Gu(lavus  Vafa  by  Brook,  and  the  Eleanora  of  Thomfon, 
vcrc  the  two  firll  pieces  prohibited  in  virtue  of  the  aft. 
+  Cibbsr^s  Life^  c.  ic.  p.  206, 
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These  arguments,  fraught  with  iriftdnce^ 
uncontravertable,  could  not  fail  to  operate 
on  difinterefted  and  unprejudiced  minds  ef- 
fedlually  in  my  favour.  One  of  the  prin- 
cipal members  of  the  affociation,  on  mak- 
ing the  neceflary  enquiries  on  that  dccafion 
at  tli6  Lord  Chamberlain's  office,  not  only  de- 
clined the  bufinefs  altogether,  but  gave  his 
opinion  decidedly  againft  thofe  with  whom 
he  had  adled  }  declaring,  that  the  patent  and 
the  property  muft  go  together ;  and  that  if 
the  gentlemen  perfifted  in  their  intention  of 
being  concerned  in  the  direction  of  the  The- 
atre, they  muft  begin  with  an  aifl  of  juftice; 
\vhich  could  only  be  by  a  compromife  with 
me,  or  a  purchafe  of  my  theatrical  rights; 

The  length  of  time  became  at  laft  the  fol^ 
object  of  debate.  Sir  Adam  Fergufbn,  who 
at  that  time  was  member  for  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, andj  as  fuch,  in  fome  meafure  concern- 
ed, propofed,  that  the  renewal  fliould  be  in  my 
own  namej  but  for  ten  years  only.  This  I  re- 
fufed,  for  two  very  obvious  reafons.  Firft,  be- 
caufe  I  muft  thereby  have  incurred  more  than 
double  the  expence,  as  it  would  have  required 
two  renewals  inftead  of  one  :  And,  in  the  next 

place^ 
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place,  as  I  deemed  myfelf  juftly  entitled  to 
the  ufual  grant  of  twenty-one  years.  Nor  was 
it  probable  the  Lord  Chamberlain  would  have 
confented  to  the  propofal,  as  it  would  have 
been  a  dire<fl  infringement  of  the  cuftom  of 
the  office ;  twenty-one  years  being  the  con- 
ftant  and  eftablifhed  period  for  the  renova- 
tion of  theatrical  patents. 

Mr  Waj-ter  Ross,  who  had  an  interefl  j^*.-?;^ 
in  the  fuccefs  of  my  application,  and  with 
whom^I  was  in  the  clofeft  ties  of  frie  dfhip, 
was  not  only  defirous  to  bring  the  bufinefs 
to  a  fpeedy  conclufion,  but  anxioufly  wifhed 
likewifc  to  effe<5l  it  with  the  approbation  of 
all ;  that  a  cordial  unanimity  might  be  the 
refult. 

Hfe  therefore  fuggefted  to  me,  that  I  fhould 
make  a  propofal  to  the  Duke  of  Hamilton, 
who  then  honoured  m^  with  his  patronage, 
and  to  Mr  Dunda3,  to  have  the  patent  taken 
out  in  their  joint  names  ;  a  meafure  which, 
he  prefumed,  would  be  the  means  of  filencing 
the  few  perfevering  opponents  ;  and  by  which, 
he  aflured  me,  I  could  fulTer  no  diminution 
pf  right.  I  had  Jikewife  in  this  inflance  an 
TT  imipiediate 
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immediate  precedent;  the  firft  patent  wKich  I 
purchafed  from  Mr  Rofs  having  been  taken 
out  in  the  name  of  Henry  Davidfon,  Efq. 

To  this  I  aflented  ;  making  a  perfbnal  re- 
qucft  to  the  Duke  and  Mr  DundavS,  that  they 
would  be  pleafed  to  hold  the  patent  iu  their 
names  ;  to  which  thev  favoured  me  with  their 
immediate  condefcenfion. 

I  THEREUPON  executed  a  deed  of  referva- 
tion  with  refpecfl  to  the  rights  of  the  fub- 
fcribers  ;  and  alfo  addrefled  a  letter  of  appror 
bation  to  thfe  Lord  Chamberlain.  I  gave 
inftru(5lions  likewife  to  Mr  Seton,  my  folici- 
tor,  to  difcharge  the  fees  of  office,  which  was 
accordingly  done  j  and  the  patent  confequenc- 
ly  taken  out  in  the  names  of  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton,  and  the  Right  Honour- 
able Mr  Dundas. 

That  feafon  clofcd  ;  the  next  pafTed  away 
in  harmony,  peace^  and  profit ;  and  at  no  pe- 
riod were  my  profpecfls  of  advantage  fairer, 
or  my  hopes  of  profperity  wound  up  to  a 

higher 
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liigiKr  pitch,  than  at  the  commencement  of 
the  fummer  1788.     I  may  fafely  fay, 

"  'Twras  not  in  mortals  to  command  faccefs/* 

Ear  every  mode  was  praiflifed  to  deferve  it. 

Besides  the  firft  female  luminary  of  the 
age,  I  had  retained  alfo  a  local  favourite.  Mr 
Fennel!,  who  had  appeared  in  the  principal 
tragedy  parts  during  the  winter,  was  prevail- 
ed upon  to  continue  in  Scotland,  purpofely 
?s  a  counterpart  to  Mrs  Siddons.  Several 
new  pieces  were  in  readinefs,  and  luch  prepa- 
rations made,  as  in  all  probability  muft  haVe 
tnfurcd  a  mod  brilliant  ferfon.  But,  alas  ! 
^ho  can  contro'.il  his  fate  ?  The  Demon  of 
Difcord  broke  in  upon  our  repofe,  confound- 
ed our  operations,  and  rendered  nugatory  our* 
moH  earned  endeavours. 

An  offence  was  takea  by  fonle  gentlemen 
at  an  expreflion  imprudently  uttered  by  Mr 
Fenneil,  which,  like  a  fpark  among  combuf- 
tiblts,  pervaded  the  minds  of  the  audience, 
And  attracled  the  attention  of  the  town. 

The  refult  was,  the  ruin  of  Mr  Fennell; 

i&nil 
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and  proved  to  the  manager,  not  only  a  con- 
fiderable  pecuniary  lofs,  but  the  means  like- 
wife,  of  affixing  upon  him  undeferved  blame, 
for  fuppofed  incidents  in  that  tranfadlion, 
that  never  exifted,  or  in  which  he  never  in 
any  fliape  interfered.     For, 

"  Slander  will  leave  fpot3,  where  malice  finds  none." 

As  I  am  now  unavoidably  brought  for- 
ward, with  refpedl  to  the  theatrical  events  of 
my  management  in  general,  at  the  particular 
requeft  of  fome  of  my  neareft  friends,  I  am 
perfuaded  to  fubjoin  a  recital  of  that  part  of 
the  bufinefs  of  eigbty^eigbty  in  which  I  waj 
perfonaily  concerned. 


SECT. 
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SECT.     IX. 

Mr  Fennell  in  Edinburgh — Difputes  with  the 
audiencc^^The  manager  s  conduEl  on  the  occa^ 
Jion — Ohfervations  refpe&ing  the  parts  of  Pierre 
and  Jajffier—Garrick^  Barry ^  and  Mojfop^  in 
tboje  charaBers — Their  different  powers — The 
manager  s  general  arrangement  of  cbara£lers 
— Provincial  Theatres  more  liable  to  difputes 
refpeEling  performers  than  thofe  of  Londbn—* 
Annonymous  letter — ///  effedls — The  manager  s 
apology — Mr  FenneWs  diJmiffal^^Confequences 
to  the  manager-^'RefeSions  thereon — ISs  own 
vindication. 

Towards  thcclofe  of  the  feafbil,  (1787)  Mr 
tennell,  without  any  introducflion  or  recom- 
mendation but  his  own  appearance  and  re- 
port, became  known  to  me.  I  gav^  him  a 
hearing  ;  and  finding  in  him  a  (Ironger  dawn 
of  theatrical  merit,  than  in  any  young  dra- 
matic candidate  I  had  feen  fince  I  became 
manager,  I  inftantly  appointed  him  a  trial. 

The 
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The  audience  approved  of  .him;  and  from 
their  approbation,  I  entered  into  an  engage^ 
ment  with  him  for  the  next  feafon,  under  the 
penalty  of  two  hundred  pounds.  He  went 
upon  a  vilit  to  fome  friends  in  London,  where 
he  was  introduced  to  Mr  Harris,  who  enter- 
taining the  fame  idea  of  his  abilities  with  my- 
felf,  immediately  brought  him  forward  in  the 
\^f^  charadler  of  Othello y  in  the  Theatre  Royal  of 
Covent  Garden,  where  his  theatrical  nlerit 
received  the  public  fandlion.  He  afterwards 
performed  Alexander^  J^J^^^j  and  Macbeth. 

In  Jojfiery  the  dnly  part  I  faw  him 'in  tliefc^ 
he  was  received  with  univerfal  marks  of  appro- 
bation and  applaufe :  and,  I  muft  confefs,  it  was 
no  fmall  fatisfadlion  to  me,  that  Scotland  had 
•been  his  nurfery,  and  that  I  fliould  have  had 
the  honour  of  rearing  the  planti 

The  two  hundred  pounds  penalty  was  of- 
fered me,  and  any  larger  fum  I  fhould  think 
reafonable,  by  w^ay  of  damages,  provided  I 
would  give  up  his  article.  I,  on  the  part  of 
the  Public  of  Edinburgh,  and  myfelf,  declin- 
ed the  propofal ;  and  Mr  Fennell,  on  his  part, 
had  more  honour  than  to  break  an  engage- 
ment, 
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ment,  once  entered  into,  however  dlfadvan- 
tageous  to  his  own  views  his  adhering  to  it 
might  have  proved,    • 

Mr  Fen  NELL  continued  the  winter  with 
me  in  Edinburgh ;  and  I  muft  do  him  the 
juftice  to  fay,  that  he  attended  to  his  bufmels, 
in  every  inftance,  with  the  niceft  puncluality. 
He  was  never  abfent  at  one  rehearfal ;  and 
chearfully  undertook,  at  the  fliorteft  notice, 
every  part  affigiled  to  him* 

Mks  Siddons  having  been  engaged  here 
for  the  fummer,  I  prevailed  upon  Mr  Fennel! 
to  ft^y  in  Scotland  till  after  the  races ;  and 
though -Mrs  Siddons'  arrival,  from  the  illnefe 
of  her  fori,  was  delayed  a  month  longer  than 
Mr  Fennell  expedled,  he  dill,  without  reluc- 
tance, continued  in  Edinburgh,  and  under^ 
took  many  laborious  new  parts,  in  the  diffe- 
rent plays  that  were  intended  to  have  been  per- 
formed. 

I  AM  thus  particular  in  refpecl  to  Mr  Fen- 
nell's  behaviour  antecedent  to  this  difpute,  ia 
order  to  explain  my  Gonduifl  towards  him ; 
and  to  remove,  or  rather  juflify  the  charge  of 

par- 
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partiality,  or  favouritiftn,  of. which  I  had  been 

acculed,     -       ^  .       ^       '  ^   i 

Partiality,  I  presume,  may  be  praife^ 
worthy,  as  well  as  cenfurable.  I  attempted 
to  cherilh  the  ftage  abilities  I  faw  in  Mr  Tea- 
nell;  and  in  this  I  furely  ftept  not  out  of  the 
line  of  my  duty*  It  is  a  manager's  bafine& 
to  iiarch  foi?,  and  to  encourage  rifingirticDit, 
wherever  it  eidfts ;  and  whenbver.  the  ^ame 
theatrical  abilities  {hall  Hand  forward  to  my 
knowledge,  they  fliall  receive  the  like  partia- 
lity from  me  to  introduce  them  to  public  ;iA>- 
tice,  .        \  . 

Ijc  carting  the  play  of  Venice  Preferv^d^ 
I  gave  the  part  of  Jqffier  to  Mr  Fennell,  ii^ 
that  of  Fierre  to  Mr  Woods  j  as  b?ing^  in  my 
opinion,  after  very  mature  deliberation^  the 
only  way,  as  my  company  tlien  flood,  the  twQ 
chara6ters  could  moft  properly  be  arranged. 

On  my  arrival  from  London,  I  was  infor*- 
med  that  Mr  Bland  had,  at  Mr  Fenneirs  re- 
queft,  told  Mr  Woods,  that  if  he  defired  it, 
he  was  willing  to  change  parts,  provided  the 
manager  confented.     Xhis  Mr  Wood^  declin- 
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cd.  Mr  Fennell,  in  relating  the  circumftance 
to  me,  declared,  that  though  he  had  perform- 
ed the  one,  and  the  other  was  quite  new  to 
him,  he  had  no  objedion  to  the  change. 

Though  the  alteration  was  againft  my  own 
judgment,  as  I  thought  the  parts  ftood  befl: 
as  they  were,  yet  the  morning  before  the  re- 
hearsal, eight  days  previous  to  the  play*s  be- 
ing performed,  and  indeed  it  might  have  been 
put  off  eight  days  longer,  I  told  Mr  Woods, 
that,  "  not  having  the  moft  diftant  intention 
of  giving  him  uneafinefs,  if  he  had  the  leaft 
wifh  to  perform  Jqffitr^  in  preference  to  Pierre^ 
I  knew  Mr  Fennell  had  no  objedlion  to  the 
latter ;  and  that  before  the  play  was  rehear- 
fed,  I  would,  if  he  pleafcd,  reverfe  the  parts." 
He  replied,  "  That,  as  he  had  ftudied  the  cha- 
radler,  he  would  play  it." 

The  tragedy  of  Venice  Preferv'd  was  there- 
fore advertifed  for  reprefentation,  as  origi- 
nally cafl*. 

From  this  circumftance  arofe  a  conten- 
don,  that  was  attended  with  very  ferious  con- 

U  fequences. 

•  Wcdacfday,  July  9.  1788. 
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feqnences.  The  progreft  of  the  dilpote,  die 
three  nights  it  lafted,  till  it  ended  in  a  very 
difagreeable  affray,  I  (hall  pafs  over  in  filetice^ 
a  minute  detail  of  thofe  fads,  by  Mr  fennel!, 
having  been  laid  before  the  public. 

An  anonymous  letter,  in  a  very  illiberal 
ftile*,  gave  me  the  firft  intimation  of  a  pre- 
meditated fcheme  to  difturb  the  performance 
of  that  evening.  The  caufe  affigned  was,  that 
Mr  Woods  had  performed  the  character  of 
Jqffier^  and,  for  that  reafon,  Mr  Fennell  ihould 
not  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  the  part. 

The  purport  of  this  letter  appeared  to  mc 
the  more  lingular,  as  Mr  Fennell  had  repeated- 
ly performed  the  character  the  preceding  win- 
ter in  Edinburgh,  and  afterwards  in  London,  as 
I  before  obferved,  with  the  greateft  applaufe ; 
and  undoubtedly,  with  refpedl  to  perfbnal 
accomplifhments,  was  the  adtor,  of  all  others 
then  in  Scotland,  who  could  bed  figure  with 
Mrs  Siddons ;  and  who,  without  laying  any 
violent  reftraint  upon  our  ideas,  might  juftly 
be  fuppofed  to  have 

**  daftiM  the  faucy- waves,  ' 

^  That  throng'd  aud  prefs'd  Co  rob  him  of  his  prize." 

I  CON- 

•  Vide  Appendix,  Nq.  VIII. 
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I  CONSIDBRED  the  clxaradler  oijaffier  like- 
wife  more  ia  Mr  Fqnneirs  mode  of  jiding, 
dwB  that  of  P/Vrr^i  though  I  knew  he  differ- 
ed with  nae  in  opinion  on  that  point.  The  part 
oi  Pierre^  too,  being  in  that  lii^e  of  playing  in 
which  Mr  Woods  is  genially  allowed  to  excel, 
I  deemed  him  the  only  perfon  in  my  company 
to  fill  that  chara(5ler  with  propriety. 

PUrr4  and  Jqffitr^  in  the  eftimation  of  the 
theatrical  worl.d9  are  equal  in  rank,  and  excel 
esich  other  in  rcprefentation  only,  as  the  par- 
ticular talents  of  the  adtor  elevate  or  leiTen  in 
the  idea  of  the  fpedlator,  the  importance  of 
which-ever  part  he  afTumes,  X  have  feen  Qar- 
riqk  and  Barry  alternately  in  both  part;s,  and 
thfe  <:andid  critic  was  doubtful  where  to  be- 
ft6w  the  preference. 


^.. 


Ma  MossoP,  indeed,  r^led  the  chara(5ler  U^  ^   'y         ^ 
of  Flcrrt  beyond  all  reach,  and  left  any  J<{ffier 
I  ever  faw  with  him  at  a  diftancfe  :  But,  had 
he  attempted  J^ffi^r^  I  am  confident  he  would, 
with  Barry  in  -PiVrrr,  have  (lopd  far  behind.  y 


I  MENTION  thefe  circumftances,  I  prefume, 

not  improperly,  as  I  thereby  only  mean  to 

XJ  2  ,  £hew, 
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fticMr^  t^ac  iii  the  diftribntionibf  thefclmrac^.  i 
tcr$,  r  was  not  inattentive  tcy  the  abilities  erf;: 
eadh  performer ;'  aind  ^(Tigned'  rht  piirts-^ititf-^^ 
paVtially,  and'  with  lio  ^ther  vitw'  tfcsan  tlic^' 
general  advantage  of /the  ercinirig'b  ^)er9fon3;i^ 
ance.  '^^^^ 

I  CANNOT  help  here  exprcfihigf  tn)r i  fiit- 
prifi*,  at  the  Impolicy  of  any  ilKlividual,  er  fon 
of  individuals,  who  would  wifh  to'obfcrckie 
thernfelvcs  njlon  the  pubKc,  ^s- cetifof S"lty thft 
Theatre,  to  begin  their  improvements  by  1^^^ 
creation  or  adoption  of  a  rule- that  muft'prOT^^ 
of  the'  mod  fatal  tendency  tt  the  attdiencev >« 
well  as  the  managef. "       :^    -  t^xli^^ 

The  appi-opriation  of  parts  to  parei(?til»  ' 
acftor&j  woald  at  dnce  iefFace  the  force  of  no^ 
velcy  from  the  performances ;  and  render 
nu^itory  the  effi^rts  of  a  manager  eicher  ta 
ftrengthen  his  exhibitions  by  a  variation  of 
chara<n:er,  or  an  introdudlion  of  any  new  faice. 

•  ' '  f 

Jn  vain  might  Meffrs  King  and  Holman^be 
brought  down  from  London,  with  great  pains 
and  expence  by  the  manager,  if  the  perfor- 
mers in  each  of  their  lines  were  tp  be  afked 

per- 
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permiflSon  for  them  tQ  appear  in  their  favou- 
ritis  characters.  One  residentiary  aiflor  being 
in  poflfeflTiop  <^  the  ex>feeb|ed  fops,  and  ano- 
thtr  of  the  lovers  ii\  tragedy,  LordOgleby  would 
be  pnedinded  by  the  one,  and  Rqmeo  by  the 
other. 

The  propagating  a  belief  of  the  mere  exift- 
enoi  of  fach  a  theatrical  cuftom,  muft  cer- 
taiiily  be  highly  interefting  to  any  individual 
performer,  who,  having  gained  an  eftabUlh- 
m§at  in  this  or  any  other  city,  at  a  diftance 
from  the  metropolis  of  England,  might  find 
it  .accord  with  his  views  of  fettlement,  to  have 
it  thought  a  branch  of  the  theatrical  fyftem, 
that  parts  having  been  once  played,  and  ti  ere- 
fore  pofleilcd  (as  he  would  term  it)  by  one, 
cannot  be  takea  away  by  the  manager,  and 
given  to  another,  without  a  breach  pf  the 
fundaxnental  laws  of  the  Theatre. 

How  a  cuftom  of  this  kind,  once  eftablifh- 
ed,  would  operate  with  refpedl  to  the  manager, 
we  have  in  part  obferved.  It  is  neceflary, 
however,  we  Ihould  defcend  a  Uttle  to  the  mi- 
nutisB  of  its  cfFeds. ' 

Should 
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Should  the  zxiaxim.abQYe  iXMntiOf]^  te 
adopted,  the  having  a  numerous  and  ft^OQ^ 
or  a  weak  and  thin  company^  would  be  equal- 
ly  the  fame:  The  expence  of  half  a  d(»en 
iarge  falaries,  would  be  an  mnneceflary  l^f 
den  upon  the  manager  ;  aad  the  eng^mg 
a  good  or  a  bad  company  muii  be  of  oqdal 
tendency  to  l;he  publkv  f 

If  the  part  of  RhbttrdsloDg^  19  to  be  attendfid 
to^and  of  fix  rdpedlable  adlor^s  beloDgiiigtatbe 
company^  one  only  is  to  be  the  hero  of  thepl^ji 
a»d  the  other  five^  in  coniequeoce  cif  iistriOg 
once  played  the  fir  ft  charadler  in  th^  pisete,  gre 
to  be  indulged  with  the  plcafure  of  &o«ff]ftillj 
wha;  is  to  become  of  Ki^g  Henry ^  BHoki9gkam% 
Richmond^  and, even  TrcfftU  they  rouft^  of 
courfe^  be  fiUed  up  by  waikiiigg«fttk;PdtenitfJid 
meflage-bearers,  and  theirplaccs  againfuppUed 
by  fcene-fhifters  and  mutes  i  whik  the  XJKE  AT 
ACTORS  of  the  company,  in  the  upper  boxes, 
are  lookers  on ;  and  ftand  forward  arnQOg  the 
foremoft,  to  ridicule  the  induftrious  under- 
lings, who  are  ufing  their  beft  endeavours  to 
ftruggle  through  the:parl3ifor  which  they  arc 
unfit.     This  pra^ticc^  onoe 'acceded  to,  how 
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fi^  soA^t  Bdt  its  iiu£:hierous  efFe<5fcs  be  ex- 

cTAtf  a<^or5  whcj  had  formerly  played  the 
6Lh^,:  havings  a  few  feafons  ago,  at  a  pro- 
Tincisii  Theatre,  performed  the  pare  of  JH^mkl^ 
khjpa  ^e  <x>mpany  returned  to  the  head 
quarters  at  Edinburgh,  and  the  play  of  Ham-* 
let  was  ordered  into  rehcarfal,  the  countjry 
WMikt'  ient  in,  a»  an  excufe  for  his  non-atten- 
datKt,  that  haying  once  adted  the  part  of  Ham^ 
A^,  he  could  not  poffibly  think  of  demeaning 
^mfelf  fo  far,  as  to  appear  again  iti  the  GboJ}. 
Let  the  reader  figure  to  himfelf  the  embar- 
l^ailhient  of  a  manager,  on  receiving  five  other 
Mmondrances  almoft  at  the  fame  time,  and 
mu<;h  to  the  fame  purport.  Horatio  had  per- 
iS^rmed  Hamlet  at  Aberdeen,  the  King  at  Mon- 
htife,  Laertes  at  Dundee,  Oftrick  at  Perth,  and 
tibc  Player  King  at  Stirling.  They  are  inexo- 
^ble  full  of  the  fame  importance;  one  and 
all,  with  one  voice,  cry  out,  Hamlet^  or  no- 
tiimg! 

What  is  the  manager  to  do  in  this  cafe  i 
he  muft  cither  lay  poor  Hamlet  on  the  flielf, 
W  drefs  up  fome  of  his  attendants  and  lamp- 
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lighters  to  fill  up  the  characters  ia  one  of 
Shakefpear's  firft  plays  ;  or  be  reduced  to  the 
neceffity  of  adopting  Mr  Foote's  mode  of  cre- 
ating adlors,  by  filling  up  the  deficiency  with 
a  number  of  palle-board  figures  ;  which  would 
not  perhaps  be  efteemed  a  very  pleafing  expe- 
dient by  the  audience  of  Edinburgh. 

Far^straiked  as  this  anecdote  may  ap- 
pear, as  fuppofed  perhaps  to  have  been  ad- 
duced only  for  the  fake  of  argument,  I  here 
declare,  the  firft  feafon  I  was  manager  in  Edin- 
burgh, I  had  fix  Hamlets  in  my  company ; 
but  from  the  above  very  nice  punctilio  of  not 
defcending  to  an  inferiour  part,  I  was  com- 
pelled to  lay  afide  the  play  for  want  of  per^ 
formers  that  whole  winter. 

Particular  agreements  had  been  made 
by  my  predeceflbr,  and  I  was  at  that  period 
obliged  to  comply. 

The  pernicious  tendency  of  this  fyftcm  at 
the  commencement  of  my  firft  managerial 
campaign  in  this  Theatre,  fhewed  me  at  once 
the  baneful  effects  it  muft  evei'  be  attended 
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'  Vith,  both  to  the  audiencei  ind  the  mankger : 
Arid  'froal'  that  fnoment  its  e'tift^nde  oh  the 
Ediiibtirgh' ftage  wa6  explbdedi 

^'^Tbk^  thdfe  ten  years  it  has  been  a  declared 
^hQ:  a,ist  ^Voxwd  rule  of  this  Theatre,  that  when 
a  perfoririei^bf  fnppofed  fuperior  hierit  makes 
his  appearance,  thofe  in  his  line  are  to  give 
Way  ;  a  general  alteration  in  the  cafl  of  cha- 
racters confequently  take's  place,  according  to 
*h^  fit«ati6ii'  pf  the  company;  and  howetef 
te^iAdividual  performer  may  be  difpleafed  at 
•tb%  (JhangCj  his  feelings  muft  neceffarily  yield 
to  tlife  accoiAmiodfttion  of  the  whole. 

'  Lrfip  M^  n&t  on  this  pbint  ht  mifunder- 
flood,  I  would  not  have  it  fiippofed  that 
when  a  new  performer  appears  in  the  part  of 
O^i/aii  'Cotild'  poffibly  propofe  the  ador  w'ho 
pla^d:  ic  before  Ihould  defcfend  into  a  fiient 
fenator.  There  is  a  line  beyond  which  na 
impartial  or  prudent  manager  will  ftep.  In 
thQich9:i\g\ng  yq^r  toT  Pierre  (as  in  the  pre-' 
fent  iniha[tcd)  Brutus  for  Mark  Aniofiy  or  Cnf^ 
^HSy  Cajialio  for  Cbamint  cr  PolyJcre^  &c.  &c< 
thfe  aclor  can  fuffer  no  dimi^;iutic»n  of  rank^ 
la  fecondary  parts  likewife,  where  it  is  necef- 
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fary  for  Carrying  on,  or  more  properly  arrang- 
ing the  bufinefs,  the  ufeful  performers  may 
be  removed  or  changed  on  any  emergency, 
xrithout  degradation  as  to  fituations  or  confe- 
quence.  By  drawing  lleadily  and  amicably 
together  only,  can  a  ftrong  Company  render  a 
performance  refpe(5lable,  be  of  utility  to  a  ma- 
nager, and  ajOTord  fatisfadlion  to  an  applauding 
ipublic. 

For  the  abov^  motives  the  fame  cuftom 
was  cftablifhed  in  the  tv^o  Theatres  in  Lon- 
don :  And  it  is  now  no  unufual  thing  in  the 
bills,  to  fee  an  almoft  total  new  arrangement 
of  charadlers  by  the  fame  performers,  and  in 
the  fame  pieces,*  that  have  been  difFerendy 
reprefented  for  feafons  before. 

It  appears  to  me  a  moft  ftrange  and  im- 
probable idea,  that  any  man,  or  fet  of  men, 
coming  to  the  Theatre,  with  a  play-bill  in 
their  hands,  fliould  be  induced  by  the  mere 
motives  that  can  acfluate  any  part  of  an  unbi- 
afled  audjence,  to  call  out  to  a  manager  for  a 
reverfal  of  the  chara(5lers  £6  fpecified  in  the 
bills  of  the  day. 
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An  unprejudiced  public,  who  vifit  a  thea- 
tre with  an  intention  to  be  pleafed,  will  not 
lightly  adopt  any  hafty  and  violent  meafures, 
either  in  maltreating  an  a(5lor  who  is  exerting 
his  beft  endeavours  to  afford  them  pleafure, 
or  in  forcibly  deranging  the  regulations  adopt- 
ed by  a  manager,  who  is  anxioufly  and  unre- 
mittingly labouring  in  their  fervice. 

Some  fecret  ftimulation,  or  finifter  motive, '^ 
muft  adluate  the  bofom  of  him,  who  can  be 
bduced  to  ftep  forward  in  fo  Angular  a  man- 
ner, as  to  retard  a  performance,  and  break  in 
upon  the  peace  of  the  houfe,  without  a  very 
glaring  piece  of  offence  on  the  fide  of  the  per- 
fbrmer,  or  fome  flagrant,  unpopular  and  per- 
fevering  mifcondud^  of  the  manager.  I  fpeak 
this  not  from  theory,  my  opinion  is  ground- 
ed upon  pr^dice  and  theatrical  experience, 
which  has  not  been  fmall,  or  of  a  fhort  dura- 
tion. 

So  early  as  the  year  fifty-fcven,  I  was  in- 
troduced to,  and  was  for  fbveral  years  the  in- 
timate acquaintance  of  Mr  Rich.  I  was  an 
admitted  friend  of  the  family  on  all  occafions; 
ind  being  permitted  ta  become  a-  party  in 
X,  2  thj: 
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the  converfations  of  the  manager  with  the 
firft  a(5lors  of  the  day,  I  had  confequently  no 
fmall  opportunity  of  being  early  initiated  inr- 
to  the  niyfteries  of  the  intcriour  politics  of 
the  ftagc. 

I  WAS  at  that  period  favoured  with  the 
freedom  of  the  Theatre  of  Covent  Garden, 
both  before  and  behind  the  curtain ;  a  pri- 
vilege, which,  by  fucceeding  managers,  has 
been  unremittingly  continued  to  me,  I  was 
honoured  with  the  fame  terms  of  intimacy  by 
Mr  Garrick  at  Drury  Lane,  which  I  enjoyecj 
to  the  day  of  his  death. 

I  WAS  for  fome  time  concerned  in  the  mar 
nagement  in  Dublin ;  and  for  ten  years  paft, 
have  neceflarily  gained  fome  little  knowledge 
in  my  oflBcial  capacity  in  this  Theatre.  In 
all  that  period,  not  one  inftance  occurred  that 
could  induce  me  to  change  my  fentiments  on 
the  fuhje6l:  And  the  opinion  I  had  thus  form- 
ed has  been  lately  confirmed  by  the  firft  the- 
atrical authority  now  living. 

RiOTpus  atempts  in  behalf  of,  or  in  cppo- 
fition  to  any  eftablifhed  performer  in  Londom^ 

have 
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have  been  very  rare.  One  inftance  only,  that 
of  Mr  Lee,  at  prefent  occurs  to  my  remem^ 
brance,  which  happened,  I  think,  in  the  year 
fifty-eight,  (of  which  I  was  an  eye-witnefs). 
It  appeared  evidently  a  partial  combination. 
It  lafted  only  one  night,  and  that  for  a  very 
{hort  fpace.  The  friends  of  the  Theatre  proved 
vidlorious,  and  detection  and  difappointment 
to  the  aggreffors  were  the  refult, 

In  provincial  Theatres,  the  audiences  arc 
more  limited,  and  the  reftridlions  of  the  ac- 
tors lefs  afcert^ained.  There  a  performer,  even 
with  a  fmall  degree  of  merit,  and  fome  ad- 
drefs,  finds  it  no  very  difficult  matter,  if  he 
lays  himfelf  out  for  the  purpofe,  to  be  intro- 
duced into  company,  and  to  obtain  an  ac- 
quaintance. This  point  eftabliihed,  his  pror 
teftion  from  the  partiality  of  the  friends  he 
has  gained,  bepomes  fecure. 

He  holds  his  fituation,  plays  his  rotine  of 
charadlers,  and,  wrapt  in  fecurity,  laughs  at 
fuperior  merit.  He  is  efteemed  a  Bon  Vivant^ 
and  a  good  kind  of  man ;  and,  in  fpite  of  the 
jbiUties  of  a  ftranger,  tenfold  in  comparifon 
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to  what  he  poflefTes,  muft  have  the  prefe- 
rence. 

Thus  the  partial  and  Hmited  ideas  of  .the 
parti  zans  on  one  fide,  and  the  broad  and  ge- 
neral opinion  of  thofe  on  the  other,  mud  im- 
mediately clafli,  and  confequentl 7  create  ani- 
mofities  and  party  difputes  in  a  narrow  circle, 
which,  in  a  wider  and  more  extended  fcale,  caa 
feldom,  and  that^vith  difficulty,  exift. 

The  difturbance  in  the  Edinburgh  Thea-* 
tre  in  1788,  was  certainly  very  prematurely 
entered  upon  by  the  original  aggreflbrs ;  I 
mean  the  anonymous  letter-writers,  and  firft 
oppbfers  of  the  performance  of  Venice  Prefcr- 
ved.  Prior  to  the  difpute,  indeed  before  thq 
the  above  play,  which  gave  rife  to  it,  was  ad-r 
vertifed,  a  gentleman  meeting  me  aqcidental-e 
ly  in  the  ftreet,  enquired  of  me,  **  Who  was  to 
do  Jq^er  ?"  I  told  him, "  Mr  Fennell."  He  re- 
plied,  "MrWoods  has  play edth^  part."  **Yes,' 
I  anfwered, "  he  has,  and*very  refpecflably ;  and 
fo  has  Mr  FennelL  But  my  opinion  is,  that 
Mr  Fennell  Ihould  do  Jaffier^  and  Mr  Wood« 
Pierre^  as  being  the  beft  manner  the  pJarts 
fould  be  caft." 
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!(l£RE  the  converfation  upon  that  fnbjecfl 
tnded-  tiad  that  gentleman  then  been  fo 
candid  as  to  have  acquainted  me,  that  he  and 
a  few  friends  of  Mr  Woods,  wifhed  to  fee  him 
in  yqffieTi^  I  ftiould  as  candidly  have  informed 
him  of  the  cxadl  ftate  of  my  fituation  in  that 
refpedl }  that  Mr  Fennell  really  wiftied,  and 
tequefted,  to  play  Pierre]  but  that  Mr  Woods 
having  had  the  part  given  to  him,  and  hav^ 
ing  {ludied  it,  was  averfe  to  the  change* 

I  SHOULD  likewife  have  acquainted  him, 
that  it  was  my  mod  anxious  defire,  my  inte- 
reft,  and  my  duty^  to  caft  the  plays  as  fliould 
be  deemed  mod  acceptable  to  the  public ; 
whofe  voice  was^  and  always  fliould  be,  a  law 
with  me  ;  and  whatever  performer  they  moft 
approved  of,  they  Ihould  certainly  fee.  My 
opinion  in  this  cafe  would  have  been,  that  the 
two  competitors  Ihould  have  played  the  parts 
alternately,  and  which-ever  a<5lor  the  audi- 
ence moft  approved,  ftiould  certainly  have  re- 
tained the  part. 

A  Declaration  of  this  kind  from  me,  at 
that  period,  would,  I  prefume,  have  fatisfied  the 
gentleman  and  his  friends,  and  might  polhbly 
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have  prevented  the  difagreeable  meafures  that 
fucceeded.  The  anonymous  letter-writer  would 
have  been  fpared  fbme  trouble ;  Mr  Fennell 
might  perhaps  have  proceeded  in  his  duty, 
without  the  appearance  of  difapprobationj 
and  the  calling  out  for  the  manager  would 
have  been  rendered  unneceflary,  by  the  fore-^ 
going  information* 

The  anonymous  letter  before  mentioned,  I 
fhould  have  pafled  over  in  filence,  as  I  do  num- 
bers in  the  courle  of  a  feafon*,  had  I  not 
deemed  it  neceflary  to  put  Mr  Fennell  on  his 
guard,  ihould  any  attempt  be  made  by  the 
writer  or  his  adherents  to  carry  thofe  threats 
exprefTed  in  his  letter  into  executiom 

In  the  progress  of  t;he  difpute,  the  ground 
of  quarrel  was  changed,  and,  at  a  very  early 
period,  the  contention  aflumed  a  very  diffe- 
rent afpe6l,  the  original  caufe  having  been 
loft  in  fubfequent  confequcnces.  The  quar- 
rel now,  was  an  offence  taken  by  a  refpedlablc 
fociety  at  an  expreffion  dropt  in  the  courfe  of 
the  difpute  by  Mr  Fennell.  The  difcufliori 
of  this  point  I  Ihall  not  enter  upon ;  as  I  mean 

♦  Vide  Appendix,  No.  IX. 
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to  confine  myfelf  to  thofe  parts  of  tlia  con- 
tention only^  in  which  I  was  involved. 

On  the  Wednefday  rhorning,  a  requifi- 
Hon*  was  fent  me,  figned  by  a  number  of 
refpcflable  gentleman,  with  which  I  thought 
it  a  duty  incumbent  upon  me  to  comply. 

Mr  FenneLl  having  refufed  to  accede  to 
the  terms  of  accommodation  propofed,  on 
Wednefday  evening  I  addrefled  the  audience 
in  the  following  words  : — 

Gentlemen, 
^^  I  AM  exceedingly  forry,  that  tlirough  the 
^'holt  courfe  of  my  conduct,  as  manager,  du- 
ring the  late  difputes  at  the  Theatre,  I  fhould, 
in  any  one  inftance^  have  been  fuppofed  to 
have  taken  part  with  Mr  Fennell,  in  an  im- 
proper manner*  I  have  the  highell  venera- 
tion for  this  audience.  It  is,  it  h;!s  been,  and 
ever  dviA  be,  my  fixed  refolution,  to  prefer vc, 
as  much  as  pofiibie,  a  due  refpect  to  the  pub- 
fic ;  and  if,  on  this  occafion,  in  the  muiutcfl 
CHXumftance,  I  (liould  have  been  confidered 
as  having  failed  in  my  duty,  it  was  uninten- 
tional, and  I  am  forry  for  it. 

Y  Ladies 

♦  V:de  Appendix,  No.  X. 
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Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
•*  It  gives  me  inexpreflible  concern,  to  ht 
tinder  the  difagreeable  neceflity  of  informing^ 
you,  that,  till  this  unhappy  difpute  is  fettled,, 
Mr  Fennell  is  withdrdwnr 

This  apology  put  a  period  to  the  diftur- 
bances  in  the  Theatre  ;  and  Mr  Fennell's  diC- 
itiiffion  gave  peace  to  the  contending  parties. 
But  peace  came  not  to  me.  Tranquillity  is 
feldom,  very  feldom,  the  lot  of  a  manager, 
Mr  Garrick,  in  fome  of  his  writings,  fays, 
that  the  plagues  of  management,  in  one  year, 
are  fufEcient  to  expiate  a  whole  life  of  fin. 

Mr  Garrick*s  unpleafing  dilemmas  could 
arife  from  managerial  embarraflments  merely; 
from  the  impediments  to  ftage-arrangements; 
from  the  difcontent  of  fomedifappointed  acflor, 
or  the  caprice  of  acVrefles  ;  of  the  latter,  to  my 
knowledge,he  hadfrequently  his  (hare:  But  he 
had  no  difquietudes  from  money-concerns. 
Trom  a  long  flow  of  profperity,  and  the  tide  oi 
fuccefs,  his  coffers  were  full;  mine  were  nearly 
exhaufted  :  And  my  pecuniary  adjuftments 
were  fo  totally  overturned  by  this  untoward 
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circumftance,  that  I  was  obliged  to  ftruggle 
through  the  greateft  difficulties  to  provide  for 
the  deficiency — a  deficiency  fo  confiderable, 
thatjlhould  I  mention  the  fum,  it  would  fcarce- 
]y  be  believed.  And  yet  when  it  is  confidered 
that  I  loft  a  whole  week  of  Mrs  Siddons'  perfor- 
mance; that  the  popular  new  pieces,  that  had 
been  preparing  for  months,  and  for  which  Mr 
Fennell  had  been  retained-in  Edinburgh  from 
the  clofe  of  thq  winter  feafbn,  were  obliged  to 
be  laid  afide ;  that  his  removal  from  the  old 
pieces  created  a  vacancy,  which,  at  the  di- 
ftance  of  four  hundred  miles  from  London, 
I  could  not  poflibly  in  a  moment  fill  up  ;  and 
when,  to  thefe  confiderations,  I  add  the  very 
great  defalcation  in  my  receipts  to  the  repeat- 
ed plays,  and  likewife  obferve,  that  the  lame 
caiife  operated  in  Glafgow,  tlie  lofs  cannot 
poflibly  be  rated  at  a  trifle. 

f  WAS  the  more  difappointcd  oji  tins  head, 
as  I  had  begun^to  build,  and  made  purchafcs 
in  the  public  fervice,  that,  from  no  unrcafon- 
able  calculation,  had  the  feafon  gone  fmooth- 
ly  through,  would  have  been,  as  far  as  I  expec- 
ted^ made  yp-     For  a  well  cultivated  harvefl 

y  a  w^ 
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was  coming  forward,  and  I  had  no  fufpicioa 
of  fo  unnatural  a  blaft. 

A  PECUNIARY  deficiency  on  this  occaCon, 
was  not  my  only  grievance.     Prejudices  had 
taken  root  j  and  a  diffemination  of  diflikes  is 
fometimes  more  detrimental  than  a  defalca-r^ 
tion  of  finance. 

"  Good  name,  in  man  and  woman, 

*'  Is  the  immediate  jewel  of  our  fouls. 

**  Who  deals  my  purfe,  deals  trafli ;  *tis  fomcthing,  nothing^ 

*»  'Twas  mine,  'tis  his,  and  has  been  flave  to  thoufands. 

*•  But  he  who  filches  from  mc  my  good  name, 

•*  Robs  me  of  that  which  not  enriches  him, 

**  And  makes  me  poor  indeed." 

Through  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  un- 
fortunate bufinefs,  I  am  not  confcious  of  hav-r 
ing  adled  unbecoming  my  fituation  in  any  re- 
fped.  From  its  origin  to  the  conclufion,  I 
laboured  to  prevent  its  effedls.  1  remonftrated 
with  Mr  Fennell  on  the  ftage ;  I  procured  an 
interview  for  him  with  gentlemen  of  the  law, 
of  eminence  and  rank;  and.  on  the  morning  of 
the  day  on  which  I  was  to  pronounce  the  dif- 
agreeable  fentence,  I  wrote  him  a  letter  pf  fome 
length,  conjuring  hina  to  confider  his  ow;^ 
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fituation,  to  refledl  upon  mine,  and,  by  every 
tie  of  gratitude  to  the  public,  and  friendlliip 
to  me,  that  he  would  make  the  required  fub- 
miflion,  which,  though  bitter  at  prefent,  would 
fweeten  his  future  purfuits  in  life,  and  be 
the  fure  road  to  popularity  and  fame. 

The  moft  apparent  pulpable  circumftancc 
then  adduced  to  my  charge,  was,  that  four  or 
five  gentlemen,  avowed  partisans  of  Mr  Fea- 
nell,  appeared  in  one  of  lie  fide-boxes,  the 
laft  night  of  the  difpute,  and  that  they  were 
placed  there  by  my  diredlion.  It  is  true  the 
gentlemen  came  there,  but  not  by  my  ap- 
pointment^ 

The  circumftancc  above  alluded  to  happen- 
ed from  the  company  in  a  fide-box  joining 
that  of  a  lady  in  the  balcony,  thereby  occa- 
fioninga  vacancy  below,  of  which  the  gentle- 
men before  mentioned  availed  themfelves.  In 
this  tranfa(5lion,  I  was  by  no  means  inflra- 
mental ;  nor  could  I  have  prevented  it  from 
taking  place,  however  I  might  have  been  in- 
clined to  it. 

*  Thk 
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The  feats  were  arranged*  at /even  o  clock  in 
the  mornings  and  the  ladies  names  inferted  ia 
the  plan  of  the  houfe.  No  place,  therefore, 
could  poiliKly  have  been  given  that  day,  with 
any  party  defign  whatfoever,  as,  till  pad  five 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  1  had  not  the  leaft 
fufpicion  of  any  difturbance  being  intended 
that  evening  ;  being*  fully  convinced,  in  my 
own  mind,  that  all  differences  had  been  final- 
ly adjuiled  the  preceeding  play  nighu 

But,  granting  the  contrary  to  have  been 
the  cafe,  that  1  had  lufpedled  the  difturbances 
of  the  former  nights  were  to  be  renewed,  and 
had  confcquently  taken  meafures  to  lecure 
the  property,  and  to  protect  the  peace  of  the 
houte,  the  tranfaclion  was  furely  a  moft  na- 
tural one,  and  might  eafily  be  juftified  upon 
the  principles  of  felf-prefervation^ 

The  condu6l  adhered  to  by  the  London 
managers,  on  the  like  occafion,'is  the  only 
precedent  we  can  apply  to.  There,  on  the 
lead  fhadow  of  a  difturbance  being  meditat-^ 
ed,  meafures  the  moft  effedlual  are  adopted  to 
counteract  its  effc<5ls. 

If 

•  Sec  AppcndiXi  No.  XI. 
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If  a  new  play  is  intended  to  be  run  down^ 
z  young  a(5lor  exploded,  or  any  arrangement 
of  the  managers  is  expcdled  to  be  oppofed, 
from  private  animofity,  partial  pique,  or  par- 
ticular whim,  the  friends  of  the  Theatre  are 
immediately  applied  to,  and  ftationed  in 
groups  in  every  part  of  the  houfe;  there  join- 
ing the  plaudits  of  the  unbiafTed  auditors, 
they  openly  exert  their  influence  in  fupport 
of  the  meafure,  without  ever  being  deen;ied 
culpable  for  their  interference,  or  any  blame 
being  thrown  upon  the  manager  for  feeking 
their  fupport. 

This,  however,  was  not  my  condudlj 
nor  were  any  extraordinary  exertions  on 
my  fide  pradlifed  on  that  occafion:  And  I 
flatter  myfelf,  I  can  at  this  moment  fay,  what 
I  believe  few  managers,  after  fuch  an  unfor- 
tunate difturbance,  would  have  been  able  ta 
have  faid, 

That  I  did  not  prepare  my  door-keeper* 
in  the  front  of  the  houfe,  or  my  fervants  be- 
hind the  curtain,  for  any  offenfive  or  defen- 
fivc  meafures  whatfoever. 

That 
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That  I  did  not  admit  ^Jingle  per/on  clan- 
dcftinely  into  any  part  of  the  houle,  either 
tcfore  the  doors  were  opened,  or  by  any  o- 
ther  fecret  mode. 

That  there  was  not  one  perfon  introduced 
'  into  the  audience  part  of  the  houfe,  by  orders, 
or  any  other  means,  that  did  not  abfolutely 
pay  for  admiflion  :  Nor  did  any  per/on 
enter  the  houfe,  even  by  payment,  collufively 
with  my  knowledge* 

'  And,  with  thefe  declarations,  I  fhall  bid  a^ 
dieu^to  the  fubjedl* 
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SECT.     X. 

Theatrical  feafon  of  eighty-nine  fuccefsful — That 
of  ninety  not  fo-^Reafons  why — Deficiency  in 
the  manager  s  finances — Caufcs  thereof— An^ 
nual  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  Theatre-^ 
Nightly  expences — General  ftatement  of  funds 
and  difburfements — Effects  of  the  Circus  upon 
the  Theatre  Royal. 

The  Edinburgh  theatrical  feafon  of  eighty- 
nine  pafTed  over  not  difadvantagcoufly  with 
refpedl  to  pecuniary  matters.  Mr  King*s  well 
known  and  feftablifhed  abilities  operated  very 
powerfully  towards  augmenting  the  receipts  ; 
and  the  habits  of  friendfhip  which  fubfifted 
betwixt  that  gentleman  and  myfelf,  rendered 
more  light  the  cares  and  fatigues  of  ftage 
bufinefs. 

The  year  ninety  commenced  with  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  dramatic  pantomimical 
fpeftacle  of  the  Deftrudion  of  the  Baftile,  un- 
der the  title  of  Liberty  Triumphant^  and  the 
aflemblage  of  a  moft  numerous  and  excellent 
company,  as  the  reader  muft  have  noticed 

Z  from 
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from  a  perufal  of  the  dramatis  perfona  of  that 
ieafon. 

It  will  undoubtedly  in  this  place  be  deem- 
ed neceflary,  that  I  fliould  fay  fomething  ex- 
planatory of  the  caufes  that  brought  on  thofe 
derangements  of  my  finances  which  at  that 
period  commenced.  My  own  feelings,  were 
no  fuch  explanation  expedled,  would  prompt 
me  to  the  meafure. 

Amidst  that  variety  of  unpleafing  fenfa- 
tions,  which,  in  the  fituation  I  was  in,  muft 
unavoidably  have  pervaded  my  mind,  there 
was  one  of  a  different  tendency,  which  invaria- 
bly afforded  pae  no  fmall  confolation  and  fup- 
port.  It  was  a  fatisfaiJlion,  in  my  own  breafl, 
arifing  from  the  knowledge  of  never  having 
appropriated  a  fingle  {hilling  to  any  other  pur- 
pofe  than  the  carrying  on,  and  extending  the 
theatrical  plan  in  which  I  have  been  engaged. 
If  either  now,  or  hereafter,  any  thing  to  the 
contrary  of  this  declaration  fhould  appear,  I 
am  content  to  lofe  the  good  opinion  of  every 
one  concerned  ;  of  which,  after  the  explana- 
tion I  am  about  to  give  Ihall  have  been  fair- 
ly  underftood,    I    flatter  myfelf  with    the 

hopes  of  being  fully  poffeffed. 

In 
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In  order  more  clearly  to  afcertain  the  vali* 
dity  of  this  affertion,  I  muft  remind  the  public 
of  Edinburgh  of  the  lituation  in  which  I 
found  the  Theatre.  I  cannot  devife  any 
thing  fo  wretched.  There  were  neither 
fcenes,  wardrobe,  or  any  other  appendage  fuit- 
able  to  a  Theatre  RoyaL  There  was  not  evea 
a  roof ;  the  thing  £6  called  was  like  a  fieve, 
which  let  the  rain  through  in  a  million  of 
places. 

With  the  houfe  in  this  deranged  ftate,  I 
commenced  manager.  From  the  engagements 
my  predecelTor  had  entered  into,  comprifing 
a  lift  of  many  refpedable  names,  but  not  one 
that  pofleffed  the  powers  of  attradiion,  or,  in 
the  theatrical  phrafe,  that  was  a  drawing  ob- 
jeSy  I  loft  from  two  to  three  hundred  pounds* ; 
and  before  the  end  of  the  year,  with  paint- 
ing, machinery,  wardrobe,  decorations,  and 
repairs,  I  was  above  a  thoufand  pounds  in  ad- 
vance. From  that  period  I  have  brought 
down  almoft  every  ador  or  adlrcfs  of  confe- 
quence,  that  London  could  produce*.  By 
fome  of  thefe  I  profited ;  by  feveral  I  loft, 
conliderably :  And  during  no  one  fcafon  fince 
Z  2  I  com- 

•  Anno  1782.  t  ^c  ^€  ^^^  jt2xi  lift. 


Digitized  by 


GooqIc, 


i8o  HISTORY    OF 

I  commenced  manager  have  I  received  as 
much  money  as  I  expended  upon  the  general 
plan. 

» 

I  WOULD  not  here  be  fuppofed  to  infintiatc 
that  I  never  had  any  profit ;  that  would  be  far 
wide  of  my  meaning^  and  render  the  fubjed 
in  contention  obvioufly  not  worth  the  pof- 
ieffion.  After  the  common  occurrences  of 
falaries,  and  every  other  weekly  expenditure, 
I  certainly  had  a  gain.  And  could  I  have 
contented  myfelf  with  carrying  on  the  thea- 
trical plan  on  the  fame  confined  fcalc  in  which 
I  found  it,  this  vindication  had  been  rendered 
unnecefiary.  But  I  had  an  ambition,  and  a  lau- 
dable one,  I  prefume,  it  will  be  deemed,  how- 
ever,from  unexpected  confequences,  it  may,for 
the  prefent,  have  failed  in  its  eifedl.  I  longed 
to  fee  the  Theatre  of  Edinburgh  on  a  footing 
with  the  reft  of  the  city  ;  and  wiflied  it  to 
proceed  in  its  improvements  in  an  equal  de- 
gree. With  that  view,  I  eredled  a  colonade 
at  the  north  end  of  the  houfe,  for  which  a 
fubfcription  was  entered  into,  and,  in  all  pro- 
bability, would  foon  have  been  filled,  had  it 
not  been  niped  in  the  very  bud,  by  the  thea- 
trical contentions  ip  1788.  Thofc  unfortu- 
nate 
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nate  difputes  not  only  rendered  the  fubfcrip- 
tion  totally  abortive,  laddling  me,  by  that 
means,  with  the  whole  expence  of  the  build- 
ing, but  brought  upon  me  various  inconve- 
niences and  iofles.  I  had  meditated  further 
improvements  upon  the  Theatre,  m'namental 
as  well  as  ufeful ;  the  propriety  of  which  mea- 
fure  cannot  be  better  afcertained,  than  by  in- 
fonning  the  reader,  that  the  buildings  are 
now  carrying  on  upon  the  fame  plan,  from  a 
convidlion  of  the  advantage  and  utiUty  of  the 
mealure. 

I  AM  aware,  that  it  may  be  obtruded  upon 
me  as  a  fault,  that  I  fhould  fo  eagerly  run 
into  thofe  extraneous  projedls  (as  they  may 
be  termed)  that  muft  necefTarily  bear  fo  hard 
upon  my  finances. 

The  neceflity  of  my  procuring  Theatres 
for  my  company  to  perform  in,  when  that  of 
Edinburgh  was  fhut^  is  an  unanfwerable  ar- 
gument in  favour  of  my  draining  every 
nerve  to  get  a  houfe  at  Aberdeen,  which,  with 
thofe  of  Edinburgh,  Glafgow,  and  Dundee, 
would  have  formed  a  compa(5l  and  regular 
fcheme  j  would  have  produced  a  yearly  falary 

to 
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to  the  performers  ;  and  coniequently  rendered 
the  Edinburgh  theatrical  plan  complete. 

This  neceiTary  and  laudable  endeavour  led 
me  into  great  and  numerous  expences ;  which, 
however,  were  hot  run  into  haftily,  but  upon 
very  mature  deliberation  ;  and  under  the 
flrongeft  afTurance  of  a  pecuniary  fupport,  to 
no  inconiiderable  amoimt.  In  that  I  was  dif- 
appointed  i  and  from  that  difappomteient  the 
deficiency  in  my  finances  aroie. 

The  fum  total  of  the  nighdy  receipts 

of  the  year  1789,  was        -        L.5i8o     5    o 
The  current  expences,        -        -       4454     i     5 

Profit,    —    L,7a6    3    7 


Nighdj  receipts  of  1790,        -      L.5275     8     6 
Expences,        ...        -        5297     i   11 

Lofs,    —    L.  ai   13     5 

The  particular  articles  inthefe  accompts 
have  undergone  a  long  and  a  clofe  inveftiga- 
tion ;  and  are  now  open  for  the  infpe(5lion  of 
thofe,  whofe  intereft  or  curiofity  urges  them 
to  the  trouble  of  a  perufal. 

In 
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In  the  above  annual  ftatements,  there  are 
no  lalaries  put  down  for  myfelf  or  Mrs  Jack- 
fon,  in  order  to  fwell  up  the  fum :  No  allow- 
ance for  keeping  up  the  wardrobe ;  for  the 
cxpence  of  the  company's  journeys ;  for  the 
lofs  of  the  fummer  vacations,  for  want  of  a 
circular  yearly  plan* ;  which  has  cod  me  fo 
much,  in  endeavouring  to  obviate,  by  build- 
mg  at  Aberdeen. 

There  are  alfo  in  thofe  accompts  payments 
for  items  entirely  unconnedled  with  the  weekly 
accompts,  to  the  amount  of  L.  2093  :  8  :  9^^ 

My  weekly  expences  to  performers  this 
winter,  1790,  were    L.100    3     o 

For  rents,  eftimated  at 
600L  a-year,  mufic,  fer- 
vants,  lights,  printing, 
advertifcmcnts,  and  in- 
cidents,       -         -         6ci    5    o 


L.i6o    8    o 


Nighdy  expences,  at  three  nights  a- 

wcck,        .    -  .  •         L.  54    a    8 

At  four  nights  a- week,         -        -        40     a    o 

Calh 

*  The  loft  of  the  autumn  racation  T7881  was  more  than 
L.ioe,  and  that  of  1791^  abor^^i^aoo^ 
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Cafh  paid  for   diiFereat  properties,  houfes, 
lands,  and  appendages. 

Ground  caft  of  the  Edinburgh  The- 
atre, ...        L.550     o    • 

Dr  Dryfdale's  houfe,  to  procure  the 
fcrvitude  upon  the  ground,  the 
whole  purchafe  L.  500,  paid    -         200     o    0 

Roofing,  repairs,  and  neceffary  alter- 

ations  to  the  Theatre,  -  500     o    o 

Annuities  in  confcquence  of  purchafe 
of  the  Theatre,  -         -         2700     o    o 

To  proprietors,  arrears  of  intereft,        500     o    o 

Painting  of  the  Theatres,  and  fcenery,    800     o    • 

Machinery,  canvas,  timber,  furni- 
ture, wardrobe,  carpeting,  cord- 
age, and  iron  work,  -  2000     o    © 

Money  loft,  l^y  advance  to  perfor- 
mers, .  -  500     o    o 

Fees  and  expences  of  patent,         .        300     o    o 

Shares  of  Theatre  purchafed,        .       340     o    o 

Property  on  Leith  Walk,  -         105     o     o 

The  Glafgow  property,  more  than     3000    o    o 

Paid  for  property,  buildings,  and  ar- 
rears, at  Aberdeen,  .  500     o    0 


L.  11,995     ^    ^ 
These 
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These  totals  of  the  receipts  and  dlfburfe- 
ments,  the  particulars  of  which,  though  too 
voluminous  to  be  here  inferted,  are,  as  before  > 
obferved,  open  for  infpedion,  muft,  at  firfl: 
fight,  difpel  that  impulfe  of  furprife  I  have 
frequently  heard  flarted,  at  what  could  have 
become  of  the  vajl  fums  taken  at  the  doors  ? 
The  wonder  on  this  occafion  ought  rather  to 
be,  how  I  could  pay  fo  large  a  fum ;  as,  from 
the   ftatement  produced,  it  could  not  poffibly 

arife  out  of  the  profits  of  the  Theatre : Mod 

certainly  upon  interefl: ;  by  the  afliftance  of 
my  friends  ;  and  the  poftponing  other  pay- 
ments, which  unavoidably  brought  me  into 
thofe  arrears  that  fell  at  laft  fo  heavily  upon 
me. 

I  MUST  here  alfo  obferve,  that  previous  to 
opening  the  Theatre  (1790),  I  judged  it  ne- 
ccflkry  to  be  as  flrong  as  pofTible,  on  account 
of  the  oppofition  at  the  Circus  preparing  a- 
gainft  me.  With  that  view,  I  brought  for- 
ward, from  models  procured  at  London,  the 
Bajlile^  which  was  drawing  overflows  to  the 
feveral  Theatres  where  it  was  then  rcprefent- 
ing. 

A  a  Though 
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Though  expenfively  got  up,  and  excellent- 
ly performed,  with  a  variety  of  coftly  fcenery 
and  apparatus,  it  had  not  the  expcifled  attrac- 
tion here.  This,  with  other  preparations  and 
expences,  at  the  commencement  of  the  feafon, 

cofl  upwards  of  L.^op. 

» 

I  MADE  the  greateft  exertions  too,  in  pro- 
curing a  company  ;  and  proved  fuccefsfuL  I 
think^  I  can  truly  aflert,  that  a  completer  one 
has  not  been  feen  in  Edinburgh.  That  of 
Mr  Footers  was  the  only  one  that  can  poffibly 
ftand  in  competition  with  it.  For  the  fatif- 
fadion  of  the  reader,  1  have  placed  a  compa- 
riion  betwixt  the  two  in  the  Appendix*. 

My  expences  were  however  of  courfe  pro- 
portionably  highf  ;  and  my  receipts,  thofe 
of  the  galleries,  particularly,  being  thinned 
by  the  Circus,  1  confequently  loft  upon  the 
whole,,  as  has  been  already  ftated,  L.  2 1  :  13  :  5, 
exclufive  of  the  neceflary  repairs  upon  the 
Theatre,  wardrobe,  and  fcenery,  and  expence 
of  my  family.  1  his  lofs,  fo  caufed  by  the 
drain  of  cafh  going  conftantly  to  the  Circus, 
was  evidently  the  occafion  of  my  being  ftrait- 

ened 

*'        ^   •  Sec  No.  VII.  +  See  page  183. 
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cned  at  the  clofe  of  the  feafon  ;  for,  at  a  mode- 
rate calculation,  not  of  my  own  ftating,  I  could 
not  have  had  lefs  than  L.  700  or  L.  800,  drawn 
out  of  the  receipts  I  might  reafonably  have 
expected,  provided  there  had  been  no  fuch 
attraction  againfl  me.  And  that  fum,  mak- 
ing the  profits  upon  a  par*  with  the  former 
year,  would  have  anfwered  every  demand  that 
Would  then  have  been  made  upon  me. 

Kere'  again  it  may  reafonably  be  fuggefl- 
ed,  why  did  I  extend  my  expences  farther 
than  the  receipts  would  defray  ?  My  reply  to 
this  is,  that  prior  contra<5ls  had  been  entered 
into  ;  bills  accepted  at  Aberdeen  on  account 
of  the  houfe  ereding  there  ;  for  arrears  of 
materials  of  various  kinds ;  painting  and  re- 
pairs requifite  for  keeping  open  the  different 
Theatres  in  my  pofTeflion,  not  included  in 
the  current  expences  of  the  week.  My  bill 
to  one  artift  alone  was  L.  1 000  :  o  :  6,  of  which 
L.635  :  16  :  6  was  paid. 

A  PERSON  who  enters  upon  a  farm,  under 

the  hopes  of  folding  it  for  life,  however  def- 

poiled,  and  run  out  by  rack-renters  and  year- 

A  a  2  ]y 
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ly  tenants,  it  may  be  found  by  the  neW 
comer,  he  neverthelefs  looks  forward  to 
the  future  produce  he  expecfls  ;  and,  under  the 
hopes  of  enjoying  a  plentiful  return,  purfues 
his  adopted  plan  of  cultivation  and  improve- 
ments, to  the  very  extent  of  his  power  and 
abilities.  He  rears  up  fences  and  plantations, 
crccfls  buildings,  and  fubjoins  every  needful 
appendage  thereto.  If  permitted  by  provi- 
dence, or  man,  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  la- 
bour, he  foon  begins  to  find  his  induftry  re- 
warded ;  the  original  expenditure  every  year 
diminiOies  ;  and  a  regular  and  permanent  ad- 
vantage finally  eniiies. 

But  if  by  fbme  unrelenting  creditor,  or 
the  cruelty  of  an  hard-hearted  landlord,  he 
is  compelled  to  give  up  his  poffeflion,  his  ex- 
pcdlations  are  in  an  inftant  blafted  ;  and  he 
beholds,  with  a  mortifying  concern,  the  pro- 
duce of  his  well  cultivated  inclofures  car- 
ried in  by  another ;  while  he  himfelf  is  com- 
pelled to  wander  to  fome  barren  forfaken  foil, 
to  prepare  frefh  harvefts,  perhaps  for  fome 
new  invader. 
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In  a  like  fituation  did  I  enter  upon  my 
faring,  its  appearance  and  condition  nearly 
fimilar.  The  manfion  having  been  occupied 
by  a  variety  of  temporary  tenants,  had  been 
in  its  repair  little  attended  to.  Its  furniture 
had  beeii  pilfered  and  carried  away  ;  and  its 
roof^  hy  inattention  and  negledl,  plundered  of 
its  lead,  might  be  feen  through  in  many  places. 
Its  woods  were  dcftroyed,  its  viflas  annihi- 
lated, its  gardens  trampled  down,  and  it^ 
llieep-cots  and  out-buildings  were  in  ruins. 

But  allegory  apart — Let  me  bring  reality 
to  your  eyes.     I  have  hitherto  accolled  your 
juftice ;  I  Ihall  now  have  recourfe  to  your  hu- 
manity.    For  thirty  years  1  haye  been  a  tem- 
porary refident  in  Edinburgh;    the  laft   ten 
lealbns  a  citizen,  and  the  manager  of  your 
Theatre.     During  that  period,  1  have  exerted 
every  faculty  to  augment  your  amufements. 
Every  fliilling  of  the   profits  have  been  ex- 
pended, and  every  Ihilling,  in  my  power  to 
procure,  exhaufted,  in  order  to  increafe  the  in- 
tereft  and  credit  of  the  theatrical  concern.     I 
laid  up  no  hoards,  fecured  no  iecret  funds, 
depending  upon  the  profits  of  feafons  to  come. 
In  this  I  fhould  not  have  found  a  difappoint- 

xuent. 
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ment  My  care^,  nvy  anxiety  and  toil  wduU 
have  finally  been  repaid,  had  I  been  permit- 
ed  to  reap  the  harveft^,  when  ripe,  upon  thi 
lands  1  had  cultured. 

Thjs  apparent  fuccefs  of  the  feafofa,  from 
the  receipts  of  fuch  great  houfes,  as  had  occa- 
fionally  been  leen,  particularly  during  the 
race  week,  induced  thofe,  to  whom  I  ftood 
indebted,  to  become  prefling  for  payment,  as 
fuppofing  a  want  of  inclination  in  ipe  only 
had  occafioned  the  delay.  Previous  to  this 
period,  I  had  become  fenfible  that  the  receipts 
of  the  Theatre,  then  to  come,  even  upon  the 
broadeft  fcale  of  calculation,  from  the  grcat- 
nefs  of  my  cxpence,  could  not  poflibly  fupply 
the  demands  that  muft  foon  be  made  upon 
me.  I  therefore  negociated  a  loan  for  five 
hundred  pounds,  for  which  I  was  to  give  a 
mortgage  upon  part  of  my  property.  I  had 
received  one  hundred,  and  was  to  have  been 
paid  the  other  four  in  two  days. 

But  an  impatient  creditor,  being  a  little 
over  hafty,  as  is  often  on  fuch  occafions  the 
cafe,  though  he  had  been  made  acquainted 
with  the  meafure,  and  had  confcnted  to  re- 
main 
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ihdii  fdtisfied,  on  his  receiving  fifty  pounds 
of  the  moneys  took  a  ftcp  (contrary  to  his 
compact)  which  eflfedlually  (lopped  the  fecu- 
rity  from  being  completed,  and  thereby  pre- 
vented both  myfelf  and  him  from  receiving 
another  {hilling; 

Had  I  riot  been  deprived  of  that  fam,  iii 
ih6  manner  ftatedi  I  have  no  hefitation  in 
faying,  that  the  difagreeable  event,  which  in 
coniequence  followed^  could  not  then  have 
taken  place  j  and,  in  all  probability,  never 
thereafter  would  have  happened. 

For  having  efeaped  the  danger,  had  a  fuc- 
cefsful  feafon  followed,  and  had  I  procured 
time  to  have  confulted  friends,  by  contracfl- 
ing  my  property,  and  putting  matters  upon  a 
proper  arrangement,  the  ftorm  might  have 
been  weathered* 

Mr  King's  benefit,  on  the  Monday  after 
the  races,  was  free.  I  had  therefore  no  relief 
from  that.  Several  preflures  came  on,  and  I 
was  compelled  to  fubmit  to  the  fliock.  I 
have  the  fatisfadlion,  however,  on  this  occa- 
fion,  of  declaring,  that  when  the  fecjueftratioQ 

tooli; 
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took  place,  though  L^ggj  :  15 1  3  had  pafted 
through  my  hands  in  the  courfe  of  the  three 
prececding  weeks,  I  fought  my  perfbnal 
fafety  with  only  nine  fhillings  in  my  pocket, 
the  only  fum  in  my  pofTeflion  upon  earths 

During  the  (hort  period  of  my  retirement, 
from  the  21ft  of  July  to  the  21ft  of  Auguft, 
the  company  continued  at  Edinburgh  and 
Glafgow,  under  the  diredlion  of  Mr  King ; 
where  the  lovers  of  Thalia  were  mod  amply 
gratified,  in  beholding  the  comic  efforts  of 
that  admirable  a6h)f ,  carried  to  the  higheft 
pitch  of  excellence,  by  the  combining  and 
heightening  exertions  of  the  amiable,  the 
elegant,  the  accomplifhed  Farren. 
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S  fe  C  T.      XI. 

Mrs  Eftens  Jirjl  appearance — Her  fuccefs  and 
attraElion — Letter  to  Mr  Harris  concerning 
her — Other  occurrences-^Letter  concerning  Mrs 
Billing  tons  engagement — Her  ft  at  ion  in  the 
vocal  line. 

The  winter  leafon  of  1790  had  commenced 
at  Glalgow,  and  I  was  difappointed  with  re- 
fpedt  to  one  of  my  female  engagements*  I 
went  inftantly  to  London,  in  order,  if  poflible, 
even  at  that  late  period,  to  fupply  the  defedl. 
I  applied  to  Mr  Harris,  with  whom  I  have 
conftantly  been  upon  terms  of  friendfhip.  I 
told  him,  my  chief  bulinefs  at  that  time  in 
London,  was  in  fearch  of  a  lady,  who  could 
fupply  the  firft  line  of  charadlers  in  Edin- 
burgh ;  and  requefled  his  information  and 
afliftance  therein.  I  added,  flie  muft  be  young, 
handfome,  and  accompliftied. 

Mr  Harris  mentioned  two.  One  had 
been  with  me  ;  the  other  I  had  never  heard 
of.     He  informed  me,  that  Ihc  had  bee^  a 

B  b  candidate 
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candidate  for  the  feafon,  a  pretty  little  wo- 
man, and  her  name  was  Eften :  That  fhe  had 
a  good  figure,  and  poflefled  ftrong  theatrical 
requifites  j  but  that  his  company,  previous  to 
her  application,  had  been  made  up. 

I  TOOK  down  the  addrefs,  and  waited  upon 
her  accordingly  that  forenoon.  I  found  her 
at  home  with  her  mother,  in  Sufry.  She  an- 
fwered  the  defcription  I  had  given  to  Mr 
Harris,  appeared  to  me  the  very  lady  I  was 
in  queft  of,  and  I  entered  into  an  engagement 
with  her  before  I  left  the  houfe. 

Mrs  Esten  made  her  firft  appearance  in 
Edinburgh,  upon  Tuefday,  January  19. 1790,* 
in  the  part  of  Juliet ;  Romeo^  Mr  Pope  ;  Friar 
Laurence^  Mr  Williamfon ;  Peter^  Mr  Mofs  j 
and  Mercutio^  Mr  Woods :  With  Mrs  Barrfes- 
ford*s  Lady  Racket  in  the  farce. 

Thb 

•  Mrs  Eften  aftcrwardf,  the  fame  feafon,  perfonned  Beh't- 
dera  ;  J^ad/  To*wnJy  {  Dafddmona  ;  Lady  Mmcbeth  ;  Sigifmunda ; 
Indiana  ;  Ophelia  ;  Letitia  Hardy  ;  Rofalind  ;  JVidow  Belmour  ; 
Portia  ;  Beatrice  ;  Lady  Rifilefs  ;  Penelope^  in  Gamftcrs  ;  Esti- 
fania;  Monimia^  CMm*  Od^  and  Roxaimnai  Ifftogen;  CaliJUi 
Harriet^  Guardian  ;  Violante  /  Dorinda^  Tempcft  5  Mrs  Oak- 
ly  ;  Ckild  of  Nature  ;  and  Lady  Beit  B/oimer. 
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The  reception  of  the  new  yuliet  was  as 
flattering  as  her  mod  fanguine  expeclation^ 
could  have  formed.  She  appeared  in  a  vari- 
ety of  charadlers  afterwards,  with  a  growing 
ftrength  of  reputation  j  her  exprefTion  and 
diicrimination  of  the  paffions  in  Collins'  Odty 
ftaii>pt  her,  in  the  eftimation  of  the  Edin- 
burgh audience,  as  one  of  the  moft  favourite 
daughters  of  Thefpis  ;  and  Ihe  was  adopted, 
by  the  general  voice,  as  the  theatrical  child  of 
Scotland. 

She  foon  grcV^  to  maturity  j  and  proyed  a 
fre(h  inftance  of  the  dramatic  judgment  of 
the  audi^nae  of  Edinburgh, 

I  WAS  in  treaty  with  Mrs  Eden  for  the 
whole  of  the  following  fcafon,  (1791)  and 
went  to  Doncafter,  finally  to  fettle  the  terms  ; 
but,  before  I  arrived,  overtures  from  Mr  Har-^ 
ris  of  Covent  Garden  had  been  made  to  her, 
fb  peculiarly  advantageous,  that  it  muft  have 
been  the  height  of  imprudence  in  Mrs  Eften 
not  to  have  embraced  the  offer.  And  how- 
ever ftrongly  her  accepting  of  a  London  en- 
gagement, at  that  crifis,  might  operate  againft 
my  intercft,  I  could  not  difapprove  of  the 
meafure. 

B  b  2  Mrs 
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Mrs  Esten  aflured  me,  that  fhe  entertain- 
ed jfo  graceful  a  fenfe  of  the  favours  Ihe  had 
received  from  the  Edinburgh  audience,  that 
ihe  would,  pay  them  a  vifit,  the  moment  an 
opportunity  ferved  ;  and  pledged  her  word  to 
ine,  at  parting,  that  the  Edinburgh  Theatre, 
fhould  be  the  fir  ft  place  fhe  would  perform 
in  out  of  London. 

She  foon  made  good  that  promife;  for 
having  procured  alhort  leave  of  abfence  from 
Mr  Harris  in  the  fpring,  fhe  engaged  with 
me  fpr  the  time  ;  and  brought  with  her  fuch 
a  power  of  attraction,  as  to  fetch  up  the  lat- 
ter part  of  rather  a  lagging  feafon,  and  clofed 
the  winter  with  fuccefs. 

On  Mrs  Eften's  departure  from  Edinburgh, 
I  tranfmitted  the  following  letter  to  the  ma- 
nager of  Govent  Garden  Theatre. 

Shakefpeare  Square^  Edinburgh^  April  7.  1 79 1* 

Sir, 

"  After  repeating  my  acknowledgements 

for  former  favours,  I  beg  leave  to  thank  you 

for  a  new  and  lafting  obligation  conferred 

upon  me,  I  mean  your  firft  introducing  me 

te 
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to  the  acquaintance  of  Mrs  Eden,  and  your 
thus  kindly  permitting  her  to  come  to  my 
ailHlance  at  this  jun£ture» 

**  I  CANNOT  think  of  permitting  that  lady^ 
to  leave  Edinburgh,  without  acquainting  you, 
Sir,  whatever  may  be  alTcrted  to  the  contrary, 
by  malice  or  detraction,  which  too  often  pur- 
fue  growing  merit,  that  her  rife  and  progrefs 
here  have  been  great,  almoft  beyond  concep- 
tion« 

.  **  I  coNGRATULATB  you,  myfelf,  and  the 
theatrical  world,  on  fo  valuable  an  acquilition 
XP  the  Briti/b  Stage.    And  am. 

Sir, 

With  the  greatell  fincerity, 

Your  obliged  and  obedient  fervant, 

J.  JACltSON." 
Thomas  Harris^  Efq. 
theatre  Royal ^  Covent  Garden. 
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In  the  fpring  ofch^  ycaf,  I79I^  the  clouds 
of  warfare  began  to  colledl,  and  threatened  the 
northern  hemifphere  with  a  (lornL  It  went 
off  in  evaporation,  ^ith  refpedl  to  political 
matters,  but  fome  of  its  grofler  particles  fell 
upon  me. 

The  rendezvous  of  the  Britilh  Fleet  had 
been  appointed  in  Leith  Roads.  I  had  au- 
thentic information  of  this  event,  from  Lon- 
don; and  it  was  ftrongly  recommended  to 
me,  by  fome  of  the  firft  charafters  in  Edin- 
burgh, to  have  a  company  ready,  a^  the  fleet 
would  certainly  be  here,  and  that  for  fome 
time.  I  took  their  advice,  which  alfo  accordf 
ed  with  my  own  ideas,  and  engaged  a  very 
refpecftable  and  expenfive  fet  of  performers, 
which  continued  inaftive,  or  drawing  no- 
thing, for  many  weeks.  The  fleet  was  laid 
up,  and  my  fchcme  confequently  rendered 
abortive.  Inftead  of  clearing  perhaps  a  thou- 
iand,  as  I  might  have  done,  had  the  fliips 
arrived,  I  loft  fome  hundreds,  by  their  being 
remanded  to  their  own  harboufs.  The  weak- 
nefs  or  wifdom  of  a  defign  is  generally  efti- 
mated  by  its  failure  or  fuccefs. 

**  The  vanquiih*d  rebel,  as  a  rebel  dies, 

•*  The  viflor  rebel  plumes  him  on  a  throne.*' 
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Had  the  fcheme  turned  Qut  to  advantage^ 
I  fliould  have  been  applauded  for  my  aflidui- 
ty  and  forethought ;  the  reverfe  affixed  upon 
me  perhaps  blame,  as  Well  as  lofs. 

This  fcanty  hanreft,  I  had  flattered  myfelf, 
would  be  amply  made  up  by  the  following 
feafon  ;  for  which  I  had  exerted  every  effort 
in  my  power;  and  was  thereby  poflefled  of 
die  means,  by  providing  a  mod  excellent  com^ 
pany.  I  had  little  doubt,  alfb,  from  the  flate 
of  our  corrcfpondence*,  of  procuring  Mrs 
Sillington,  during  fome  part  of  the  feafon, 
who  confequently  mull  have  proved  a  very 
powerful  auxiUary :  For,  with  a  moft  beauti- 
ful perfon,  flie  poffefles  luch  vivacity  and 

fcientific 

Ar#.  53,  Poland  Street,  Feb.  28. 
♦  Dear  Sir, 
^  1  sHovLb  haTC  written  you  Idng  before,  but  the  uncer-» 
Umty  as  to  the  time  of  the  different  nmiic  meetings  has  pre- 
Tented  me  ;  and  I  find  that   it  will  be  impofllble  for  Mrs  Bil- 
llngton  to  be  in  Edinburgh  at  the  lime  I  firft  thought  of;  there- 
fore, moft  defer  that  pleafure  to  a  future  leafon. 
Mrs  Billiogton  defires  her  beft  refpeds.      I  am,  ' 

Dear  Str, 
Your  moft  obedient  humble  ferTant, 
J.  BILLINGTON.*' 
J.  Jackfint  Efq.  Theatre  Royal,  Edinburgh. 
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icientific  knowledge  in  the  mufical  departs* 
ment,  as  to  render  her  the  mod  captivating 
dramatic  fyren  of  the  age. 

But  the  pcrfon  who  at  that  time  poflefled 
the  power  of  controlling  my  fortmie,  though 
he  had  himfelf  known  the  ups  and  downs 
of  life,  would  not  allow  me  another  triaL 
The  Theatre  was  advertifcd  to  be  let  for  a 
year  to  the  higheft  bidder  ;  and  a  claufe  was 
inferted  in  the  articles  of  roiip,  that  previous 
fecurity  ihould  be  lodged  by  the  parties  pro* 
pofing  to  bid ;  a  claufe  profefledly  ioteDdecl  tq 
prevent  any  Qfier  from  mCt 

.  In  this  lituation,  it  was  judged  advifeabla 
for  me  to  feek  for  fome  additional  ftreng^ 
Two  competitors  darted  for  the  leafe.  Mrs 
Eften,  and  Mr  Stephen  Kemble*  My  wiih  was 
to  have  been  connedled  with  the  former;  but 
Mrs  Bennett  not  coming  down,  as  (he  had  in- 
tended, and  fome  midake  happening  with 
thofe  who  condudled  the  bufinefs  on  her  part, 
I  was  thereby  unfortunately  thrown  into  a 
treaty  with  Mr  Kemblet 
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SECT.     XII. 


STATEMENT  OF  FACTS, 


RELATIVE    TO 


Mr    STEPHEN   KEMBLE. 


Jam  now  arrived  at  that  period  in  which  I 
^m  to  fpeak  of  Mr  Kemble,  whole  fingulari- 
ty  of  conducfl  has  been  the  fole  motive  for 
my  undertaking  this  work.  In  various  ad- 
Vertifeqients  to  the  public,  he  has  repeatedly 
arrogated  to  himfelf  the  very  fpecious  epi- 
thets of  candour  sindju/iice.  In  my  only  re- 
ply to  thofe  aflertions,  I  pledged  myfelf  to  the 
tvorld,  in  proper  time,  to  prove  that  his  con- 
duit has  been  fuch  as  to  merit  the  reverfe  of 

'  C  C  I  HERE 
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I  HERE  enter  upon  the  fubjedl,  and  though 
in  its  compofition  the  acid  is  fo  powerful  an 
ingredient,  that  it  mud  predominate,  .yet  it 
Ihall  be  handled  as  lightly  as  poffiblc;  and  the 
touch  of  a  friend  fhall  foften  the  edge  of  its 
afperity. 

I  CONSENTED  that  ^"  Mr  Kemble  fhould 
have  2i  joint  and  an  equal  concern  with  me  in 
the  Theatres  of  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow,  for 
a  year."  Miflives  were  exchanged,  of  which 
the  following  are  copies  : 

Edinburgh  November  2.  1 79 1  • 
Sir, 
**  I  HEREBY  agree  to  your  having  a  joint 
and  equal  concern  with  me  in  the  Edin- 
burgh Theatre,  for  a  year  from  this  date,  and 
authorize  you  to  take  the  leafe  at  the  fale  to- 
day ;  and  oblige  myfelf  to  procure  fatisfacflory 
fecurity  for  half  of  the  rent ;  the  receipts  to  be 
equally  divided  weekly.  After  the  leafe  is  ta- 
ken, we  Ihall  enter  into  a  regular  agreement 
on  damped  paper ;  and  if  any  difficulty  occurs 
in  adjufting  the  fame,  or  afterwards  in  rela- 
tion to  the  bufinefs,  it  Ihall  be  referred  en- 
tirely to  the  Dean  of  Faculty. 

"If 
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*^  If  you  incline  you  fhall  be  entitled  to 
the  Tame  fhare  in  time  coining,  I  having  the 
like  crption  of  holding  alfo  a  joint  concern. 

1  am,  Sir, 

Your  humble  fervant, 
J.  JACKSON." 
Mr  Stephen  Kemhk. 

Edinburgh^  November  2.  1791. 
Sir, 
"  I  HEREBY  agree  to  your  propofal  in  your 
letter  of  this  day's  date  ;  and  to  extendi  a  re- 
gular deed  on   ftamped   paper   accordingly. 
I  am, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 
S.  KEMBLE." 
^r  J.  Jack/on. 

It  was  agreed,  that  if  the  leafe  was  procured, 
hotb  our  names  fhould  be  inferted.  It  was 
accordingly  taken  by  Mr  Kemble,  but  in 
his  own  name  only.  This  ought  to  have  given 
me  alarm  ;  but  I  was  lulled  into  fecurity  by 
the  fpecioufnefs  of  his  profeflions  to  me,  ig- 
norant, as  I  then  was,  of  thofe  aflertions  of  fo 
different  a  tendency,  he  was  at  the  fame  time 
mjftking  to  others. 

Cc2  The 
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The  very  evening  after  the  fale  was  over^, 
Mr  Kemble  was  heard  to  declare,  "  I  have  a- 
"  greed  to  receive  Mr  Jackfon  as  a  partner, 
"  becaufe  I  thought  I  might  be  hampered 
"  with  his  claim  upon  the  patent.  But  though 
**  I  have  admitted  him  apparently,  I  have  vir- 
"  tually  excluded  him:  For  he  is  to  give  fecu- 
"  rity,  and  I  will  accept  of  no  fecurity  but 
**  fuch  as  I  know  it  is  not  in  his  power  to  give. 
**  It  fhall  be  landed  property ^  or  money  doivn ; 
*'  and  that  not  only  to  the  extent  of  the  rent 
"  and  public  burdens,  but  to  any  fuppofed 
"  amount  for  contingent  lofs." 

On  breakfafting  at  my  houfe,  the  following 
morning,  our  future  arrangements  were  ad- 
jufted,  and  every  precaution  that  could  be 
fuggefted  by  either  party  was  taken,  towards 
the  eftablifhment  of  a  permanent  and  good, 
uaderltanding. 

The  mode  of  fecurity  on  my  fide  was  fet- 
tled. The  engagements  that  had  been  previ- 
oufly  entered  into  by  me,  were  explained ; 
and  their  falaries  and  fituations,  both  adlors 
and  fervants,    affixed.    The  painting  of  the 

fcenery, 
•  Wcdncfdaj,  Novc9ibcr  2.  i7$i. 
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feenery,  and  neceffary  repairs  of  the  Theatre, 
were  adjufled.  The  box  which  1  had  poffef- 
fed  for  ten  years  was  to  be  referved  for  me ; 
another  of  the  fame  dimenfions,  and  in  the 
fame  fituatiou,  on  the  oppoiite  fide  of  the 
houfe,  was  to  be  fitted  up  for  Mr  Kemble ; 
and  the  management  of  the  company,  behind 
the  curtain,  was  to  be  undertaken  by  him. 

Before  Mr  Kemble's  departure  for  Shef- 
field, he  defired  to  know  to  which  of  us  letters 
or  applications  from  performers,  for  engage- 
ments, fhould  be  addrefTed.  I  informed  him, 
that  I  was  going  into  Wales,  upon  bufinefs  j 
and  that  I  wifhed,  for  a  time,  till  my  other 
matters  were  arranged,  to  be  relieved,  as  much 
as  pofTible,  from  managerial  cares :  I  there- 
fore propofed,  that  all  letters  fhould  be  ad- 
drefled  to  him.  It  wa  confequently  fo  in-» 
ferted  in  the  next  newfpapers*. 

During   this   adjuflment   of  our  afllurs, 

Mr  Kemble's  exprefhons  were  apparently  fo 

friendly,  his  claims  to  philanthropy  fo  flrong, 

and  his  profeflions  of  can.-^our  and  liheraUfy  fo 

^avifhly  bellowed,  that  I  mufl  confcfs  myfelf 

totally 
•  Saturday,  November  5. 
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totally  thereby  thrown  off  my  guard.  Had 
I  not  obvioufly  been  under  the  power  of  fat 
dilation,  1  fhould  have  faid,  with  Sir  Oliver 
SurfacCy 

**  Too  ceremonious  by  half." 

When  he  boaftcd  of  his  magnificent  fcene- 
ry,  that  was  to  be  brought  for  our  mutual 
ufc^  with  no  other  expence  but  the  carriage ; 
when  he  magnified  the  vaft  advantages  that 
muft  accrue  from  the  exertions  of  the  friend-- 
Jhipy  as  well  as  the  a^fling^  of  his  brother,  Mr 
John  Kemble,  who,  he  undertook,  fhould  open 
the  houfe;  and  when  he  dwelt  upon  the  influ- 
ence of  his  filler's  connecflions  and  attradlion, 
could  I  fufpedl  that  they  were  thus  enume- 
rated, without  the  leaft  intention  of  my  being 
admitted  to  the  fmalleft  participation  of  ad-» 
vantage  ? 

On  the  next  day  but  one,  Saturday  No- 
vember 5.  at  Mr  Hallion's,  after  dinner,  and 
previous  to  Mr  Kcmble's  ftepping  into  the 
mail  coach,  the  farce  was  re-enacled.  There 
the  mafk  of  friendfhip  was  thickly  worn  :  Cor- 
diality, peace,  and  good  fellowfhip,  were  to  be 
the  charaderiftics  of  our  future  union.     Mr 

Jackfon 
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Jackfbn  and  Mr  Kemble  were  to  be  equal  and 
the  fame;  equal  in  falaries,  equal  in  benefits  2 
and  in  order  to  provide  for  contingencies^ 
ti^&t  pounds  a- week  each,  was  to  be  taken  our, 
to  make  the  pot  boil^  as  Mr  Kemble  termed  it. 
His  rich  wardrobe  was  to  be  joined  gratis 
with  that  of  mine ;  and  other  advantages,  re- 
fulting  from  the  partnerlhip,  were  enumerated. 

When  the  purport  of  this  difcourfe  fhall 
be  compared  with  his  declaration  the  even- 
ing after  the  fale,  can  the  word  candour^  with 
propriety,  be  aflumed  by  Mr  Kemble  ? 

Having  thus  parted  with  my  fo  appa- 
rently Open-hearted  colleague,  not  dreaming 
of  the  mod  diftant  poffibility  of  any  mif- 
underftanding  arifing  betwixt  us,  what  muft 
have  been  my  aftonilhment,  on  his  declara- 
tion to  me,  and  his  inftrucftions  to  Mr  BifFet, 
tranfmitted  from  Sheffield?  In  his  letters 
from  thence*,  he  declares,  "  I  am  diredled 
by  my  friends  not  to  accept  of  any  fecurity, 
but  fuch  as  Mr  Gibfon  fhall  think  fufficient, 

and 

•  To  Andrew  BifTct,  November  27. 
To  J.  Jackfoa,  December  5. 
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and  fuch  as  he  will  himfelf  immediately  accept j 
and  all  this  mult  be  done  prior  to  the  open- 
ing of  the  Theatre,  or  all  agreements  betwixt 
you  and  me  mull  become  void.     The  fecu- 
rity  mufl:  be  either  the  vioney  down^  or  elft 
a   mortgage   of  property   or   eJiate'^P     In    his 
inflruclions  to  Mr  Biffet,  November  27.  he 
fay5,  "  I  will  not  confent  to  theirf  havingyr^^ 
benefits;  I    fhall  infill  upon   their  paying  the 
tifual  expences ;   but  I  demand  a  free  benefit 
for  Mrs  Kemble  ;"  although   in  the  contrad 
drawn  up  by  Mr  Biflet,  was  inferted  by  his 
own  order,  November  5.  "  It  being  hereby  un- 
derftood  and  agreed  on  by  the  parties,  that 
they  fhall  be  refpedively  entitled  to  the  fum 
of  L.8  Sterling />^r  week,  of  falary,  for  them*- 
felves,  Mrs  Kemble,  and  Mrs  jackfon,  and  a 
free  benefit  to  each  of  the  faid  four  named 
perfons." 

It  is  left  to  Mr  Kemble  to  reconcile  thefe 
two  contradidlory  orders,  and  to  point  out 
the  liberality  of  his  laft  infiiruElkn. 

That 

♦  The  very  'words  he  had  ufcd  the  cvcnirg  after  the  roup^ 
as  before  quoted,  page  204. 

t  Mr  and  Mrs  J:;ckfon. 
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That  Mr  Kemble  clearly  and  pointedly 
agreed  to  accept  of  the  fccurity  I  ofFercd,  the 
only  one,  in  my  then  fitiiation,  I  could  (^ffcr^ 
is  proved  by  the  fCroll  of  the  contract,  drawn 
out  at  his  own^defirc,  and  by  his  own  nian  of 
bulinefs.  He  there  pointedly  inferts  as  my 
fecurity,  the  name  of  the  gentleman,  who  he 
had  previouily  concerted,  fliould  be  joined 
with  me  ;  and  who  I  invariably  offered- to  the 
arbiter.  This  fcroll  may  be  feen  in  the  hands 
of  the  clerk  to  the  arbitration,  or  a  copy  of  it 
with  me. 

It  was  at  Bala;  in  North  Wales,  I  was  in- 
formed by  A  letter  from  my  agent,  that  a  fcroll 
liad  been  prefented  to  him,  quite  contrary  to 
rhe  original  miflive*,  which  he  had  on  that 
account  rejected;  and  that  he  had  drawaout 
another,  confonant  to  his  ideas,  which  he  had 
delivered  to  Mr  Blffet,  xp  be  tranfmitted  to 
Mr  Kemble. 

When   the    reader   recurs   to   the   ac5lual 

terms   of  the   miffive,  and   compares    them 

D  d  with 

»  Scroll  bj  Mr  BlfTet,  Mr  K:mbls's  agent. 
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with  the  conditions  of  the  new  fcroll,  which 
were,  that  Mr  Kemble  Ihould  have  "  the  fole 
and  uncontrolled  management  and  direcflion  of 
the  Theatre,  to  engage  and  pay  the  perfor- 
mers, and  to  undertake  every  other  duty  in- 
cumbent upon  a  manager,  without  the  inter- 
ference or  afliftance  of  the  faid  John  Jackfon," 
he  will  furely  acknowledge,  that  a  party  in  an 
agreement,  whofe  miffive  poficively  expreffes  a 
joint  and  tqual concern^  was  juftified  in  rejedling 
term's  equally  difgraceful  and  oppreffive. 

Write  volumes,  or  fpeak  hours,  upon 
the  fubjedl,  the  moft  far-ftrained  arguments 
can  never  conflitute  uncontrolled  management^ 
and  equal  concern^  fynonimous  expreflions. 

In  this  (late  of  the  bufinefs  the  Theatre 
opened,  under  the  uncontrolled  managenient 
of  the  man  whofe  agreement  with  me  was  to 
take  a  joint  and  an  equal  concern.  That  I 
fek  the  unfair  advantage  taken  of  my  fitua- 
tion,  that  I  knew  every  means  was  ufed  to 
prejudice  the  public  againft  me,  and  to  efta- 
blifh  Mr  Kemble,  I  will  not  deny;  but  I  alfo 
knew  my  agreement  with  him  would  termi- 
nate 
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nate  with  the  year ;  and  having  neither  mo- 
ney nor   landed  property^  as  he  too  truly  faid,  I 
made  up  my  mind  to  receive  the  fum  agreed 
vipon,  in  iMr  Kemblc's  conftderate  mood^  to  make 
the  pot  boil.    But  no  fuch  grace  was  intended 
forme.     Myfelf,  my  wife,  and  three  children, 
who,  though  not  bred  in  luxury,  had  at  lead 
been  ufed  to  eat,  were  to  feek  our  fubfiftence 
clie where;  for  Mr  Kemble  pofitively  refufed, 
unlels  I  could  compafs  impolTibilities,  ^  name- 
ly,  to   bring  him  money  or  land,  to  divide 
with  me  a  fingle  fliilling.     How  in  this  fitua- 
tion  the  dreary  winter  muft  have  pafled  over 
the  heads  of  an  inlblvent  family,  the  feeling 
mind,  and  I  truft  I  am  appealing  to  many 
fuch,  may  guefs ;  it  is  paft  my  power  to  de- 
fcribe* 

By  Mr  Kemble's  thus  arrogating  tx)  him- 
felf  powers  which  the  miffive  never  fo  much 
as  hinted  at ;  and  by  his  exerting  tbofe 
poivers^  even  to  a  ^antonnefs  of  opprcjfwn^  I 
was  reduced  to  the  neceflity  of  having  re- 
courfe  to  the  Dean  of  Faculty's  interference  ; 
and  notwithftanding  my  being  thorough- 
ly convinced  of  having  given  in  the  fecurity 
D  d  2  agreed 
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agreed  upon,  and  th.it,  bona  Jide^  in  every 
fenfe  fufUcient  ;  yet,  without  allowing  it  to 
call  in  quedion  the  validity  of  the  former 
caution,  in  order  to  remove  all  cavils  upon 
that  head,  I  fent  in  the  name  of  a  fecond 
furety,  equally  refponfible,  and  that  before 
our  firfl:  interview  with  the  Honourable  Ar- 
biter took  place. 

But  this,  and  every  other  endeavour,  on  my 
fide,  to  accommodate  matters  upon  fair  and 
honourable  principles,  were  ineffedlual.  No 
accommodation  for  me,  unlefs  I  confented  to 
fell  the  birth-right  of  me  and  my  family  for 
"  a  mefs  of  pottage,"  or  to  become  "  a  hewer 
of  wood,  or  a  drawer  of  water,"  beneath  the 
lafli  of  Mr  Stephen  Kemble. 

So  certain  was  he  of  my  never  being  able 
to  outlive  the  ftorm,  that,  like  the  inhabitant 
of  a  barbarous  coaft,  he  fmiled  in  fafety  up- 
on the  fhore,  and  enjoyed  the  wifhed  for 
and  expedled  wreck,  in  hopes  of  fharing  the 
fpoil 

To  this  infidious  condu<5l,  Mr  Kemble  was 
pleafed  to  add  a  fcries  of  ill-mannered  infults, 

which 
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which  could  ferve  for  no  other  purpofe  but  to 
ftainp  the  tyrany  oibis  own  chara(5ler;  for  I  was 
fallen, and  in  his  triumph  he  forgot  both  mercy 
and  juftice;  as  a  proof  of  which,!  beg  to  trouble 
the  reader  with  two  inftances,  in  addition  to 
others  that  will  hereafter  appear.  In  a  conver- 
fation  which  pafTed  in  the  green-room, wherein 
my  fituation  was  difculTed,  Mr  Kemblc  was  fb 
good  as  to  declare,  "  Let  Mr  Jackfon  only  ex- 
prefs  to  me  in  writing,  that  he  has  no  con- 
cern with  me  and  the  Theatre,  and  I  fhall  con- 
fider  what  I  fhall  do  for  him  and  bis  family ^^ 
If  I  would  give  up  my  hopes  of  ever  having 
it  in  my  power  to  provide  for  my  family  ; 
if  I  would  refign  a  property  that  might  enable 
me  to  fulfil  my  compact  with  my  creditors  ; 
if  I  would  become  in  the  inflant,  a  beggar, 
Mr  Kemble  would  confider  what  be  would  do 
for  my  family.  Is  there  a  human  being  who 
has  a  fpark  of  refpedl  for  himfelf,  who  would 
not  with  me,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  turn  from  the 
felf-important  Mr  Kemble  with  contempt  ? 

Had  my  children  been  reduced  to  the 
fituation  he  apparently  wifhed,  and  to  which 
he  did   all  in  his  power    to  reduce  them, 

what 
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what  he  would,  in  that  cafe,  Ijave  doney^r 
tbem^  may  be  guefled  at,  from  a  fliort  dialogue, 
which  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  introduce,  between 
him  and  his  fervants,  refpedling  me^  as  the 
other  inftance  of  his  liberality. 

One  of  the  few  nights  that  I  troubled  the 
Theatre  laft  feafon,  I  defired  the  box-keeper 
to  infert  my  name  at  the  door.  When  the 
return  was  delivered  to  him*  after  the  play,  he 
demanded  to  know  who  I  was.  I  fee  one 
Jackfon  here; — who  is  he  I 

Door-Keeper.     Why,  Mr  Jackfon. 

Mr  Kemble.     What  Mr  Jackfon? 

Boor-Keeper.  Mr  Jackfon  of  the  Theatre 
Royal. 

Mr  Kemhle.  Damn  it,  by  G— d,  that  is  too 
bad  to  come  into  my  houfe* 

This  hberaUty  to  the  father,  would  no 
doubt  have  been  trebled  upon  the  fbn,  had  he 
unfortunately  (lood  in  need  of  Mr  Kemble's 
afliftance. 

ThesS 
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These  occurrences,  mere  introductory 
traits  of  Mr  Kcmble's  condudl  and  carriage 
towards  me,  aretrifling,  when  placed  in  com- 
parifon  with  the  various  (leps  he  thought 
proper  to  take  in  the  bufinefs,  as  will  im- 
mediately be  explained,  in  the  annexed  let^ 
ters  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord  Ad- 
vocate and  the  Dean  of  Faculty. 

In   which  I  have  fludioufly  endeavoured, 
from  the  bottom  of  my  foul,  to 

**  Nothing  extenuate,  nor  fet  down  auglit  in  malice." 

And,  let  Mr  Kemble's  endeavours  to  ex- 
plain be  what  they  will,  fads  are  flubborn 
things,  which  cannot  be  contraverted  ;  and 
the  reader  may  reft  aiTured,  there  is  not  au 
affertion  already  made,  or  that  will  hereafter 
appear  in  this  publication,  relating  to  Mr 
Kemble,  that  fhall  not  be  ftubftantiated,  in 
proper  time,  by  the  moft  refpedlable  and  un- 
contravertible  evidence. 
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SECT.     XII. 

lET'TERS  to  the  Hon.  Kenry   Erskinl, 
Dean  of  Facult^\ 


Edinburgh^  April  18.  1792. 
Sir, 

As  I  have,  in  compliance  with  your  requifi- 
tion,  lodged  in  the  hands  of  your  clerk,  fuch 
letters  as   relate  to  the  engageniftit  in  quet- 
tion ;  and  as  Mr  Playfair  has  likewife  offici- 
ally delivered  in  a  minute  upon  the  bufinefs, 
the  laft  which  I  hope  will  be  neceflkry,  it  may 
poffibly   be   deemed  a  work  of  fupereroga- 
tion  for  me  to  enter  further  into  the  fubjecfb 
But  where  airertions,made  by  one  party,  un- 
der the  averment  of  a  refpedtable  witnefs,  are 
not  to  be  received  in  evidence,  becaufe  de- 
nied by  the  other,  without  farther  corrobora- 
ting proofs,  nothing  but  a  chain  of  correfpon- 
ding  circumflances,  from  firfl  to  laft,  can  il- 
lucidate  thofe  fads,  which  a  point  blank  de- 
nial has  rendered  doubtful ;  and  as  I  have 
W^  hitherto  in  one  inftance  adcd  contrary  to 
E^  e  the 
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the  true  and  jufl  meaning  ofthe  miflive,  I 
*  think  it  a  duty,  highly  incumbenj  upon  me^ 
to  beg  leave.  Sir,  to  lay  before  you  a  plain 
ftatement  t>f  the  progrefs  *of  the  bulinels, 
which,  diverted  ofprotells,  fcrolls  of  con- 
trails, memorials,  and  replies,  may  be  com- 
prifed  within  the  fcope  of  your  leifure,  and 
by  that  means,  amidft  a  prefTure  of  naore  mo- 
mentous concerns,  (land  ^  fairer  chance  of 
gaining  at  leaft  a  tranfient  perufal.  The 
fandlion  which  on  many  occafions,  and  at 
various  periods^  for  more  than  twenty  years, 
you  have  been  pleafed  to  honour  me  with, 
will,  1  flatter  my felf,  enfure  me  this  favour. 

After  fom?  converfation  with  Mr  Kem- 
ble  on  the  fubje<5l,  it  was  agreed  that  ho 
Should  be  admitted  to  2i joint  and  equal  concern 
with  me  in  the  leafe  of  the  Theatre,  for  a  y^ar^ 
provided  it  could  be  procured ;  and  im- 
mediately before  the  fale,  it  was  finally  rc- 
folved  upon,  that  Mr  Kemble  Ihouki  be  the 
bidder,  and  that  if  it  was  knocked  dovm 
to  him,  he  (hould  then  declare  that  the 
purchafe  of  the  leafe  was  for  him  felf  and 
me  conjunAly.  This  adjuftment  of  the  mat- 
ter, ia  that  ftage  of  the  bufinels,  was  in  com- 
pany 
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j[)riny  wirh  Mr  Playfoir,  at  my  hovife.  The 
lealc  for  a  year  was  obtained^  but  Mr  Kemble 
gave  in  his  own  name  only  as  the  purchafen 
It  did  not  occur  to  me  at  that  moment  that  I 
fhould  be  liable  to  experience  fuch  difagree- 
able  circumftances  from  the  omiflion  ef  my 
name  in  the  leafe,  nor  would  I  infinuate  that 
it  was  done  with  any  defign  by  Mr  Kemble, 
as  his  intention  to  throw  me  out  of  the  " 
advantages  of  the  feafon  altogether  did  not 
feem  to  have  been  a  part  of  his  plan,  till  fome 
time  after  his  arrival  at  Sheffield*., 

As  I  had  much  bufinefs  to  adjuft,  refpedl- 
5ng  my  own  private  concerns,  I  confented 
that  the  office  of  atfling  manager  for  the  fea- 
fon, fhould  devolve  upon  Mr  Kemble.  It 
was  then  refolved  that  the  Newcaftle  Theatre 
Ihould  clofe  the  iirft  week  in  January,  and 
that  this  fhould  open  upon  Saturday  the  yth^^ 
of  the  fame  month,  with  Mr  John  Kemble  in 
Hamlet^  who  was  to  perform  fix  nights,  on  the 
fame  terms  as  Mrs  Siddons,  who  was  likewife 
E  e  2  .  by 

•  I  was  not  then  acquainted  w'lh  Mr  Kemble's  declara- 
tioD,  made  the  evening  after  the  falc,  rsfpefUng  the  fccurii^, 
Ae  page  204. 
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by  Jtgrecment  to  be  here  in  the  courfe  of  the 
feafon,  provided  .hjr  health  would  permit. 

On  Mr  Kemble's  being  queflioned  how  he 
would  farisfy  the  Newcaftle  people,  he  replied, 
He  had  done  it  already.  I  told 'him  I  had  at- 
tempted it*,  but  found  it  impoffible,  as  they 
chofe  to  have  their  Theatre  open  at  the  fame 
time  with  ours.  He  faid  he  had  been  fortunate 
enough  to  accomplifh  it,  having  obtained  their 
confent  to  the  meafure.  I  did  not  at  that 
time  difcredit  the  aflertion.  /  To  all  this  Mr 
riayfair  was  an  ear-witnefs* 

i  HAD  then,  Sir,  a  good  company,  and 
before  the  commencement  of  the  feafbn, 
ihould  have  had  a  mod  excellent  one. — 
Our  gtcatefl:  diiEculty,  therefore,  was  to 
determine,   who     ihould     not    be    engaged. 

Room 

,  •  E'glit  or  nine  years  ago^  which  was  prrvioiis  to  the  build- 
ing of  the  prefent  Theatre  Royal  of  Newcaftle,  I  was  in 
XT^Aty  with  fome  of  the  gentlemen  of  that  place  to  form  a 
junAion  with  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  ;  but  after  a  thorough 
invcftigation,  1  found  the  meafure  impraflicable,  as  the  New- 
caftle feafon  is  during  the  fpring  months,  ciaflly  at  the  fame 
time  with  that  cf  Edinbuf^h  ;  and  having  been  lately  there, 
1  can  affcrt  that  thcj  have  not  yet  changed  their  fentimcoU  oH 
that  fubjcdl. 
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Room  couid  not  be  found  for  Mrs  Barresford 
and  Mr  Williamfon.  In  Mr  Kemble's  letter 
to  that  Gentleman,  which  I  have  in  my  pof- 
feflion,  he  gives  as  a  reafon  for  not  retain- 
ing them,  *'  That  he  finds,  upon  comparing 
notes  with  Mr  }ackfbn,  that  fo  many  perfor- 
mers are  already  engaged,  that  he  has  it  not 
in  his  power  to  offer  fituations  defirable  to 
them,"  For  the  fame  reafon  neither  Mr  Hal- 
lion  nor  Meffrs  Charteris  and  Sparks  could 
be  engaged. 

Without  the  fmalleft  hint  to  me  of  any  in- 
tended deviation  from  the  forementioned  plan, 
it  foon  appeared,  from  Mr  Kemble's  letters  to 
others,  that  a  fecond  company  was  to  be  for- 
med, as  it  was  not,  I  prefume,  upon  trial, 
found  fo  eafy  a  matter  to  perfuade  the  town 
of  Newcaftle  to  permit  the  time  of  their  a- 
mufements  to  be  curtailed,  in  order  to  fuit  the 
convenience  of  an  individual,  Thofe  adlors, 
therefore,  who  had  been  difcharged,  or  who 
could  not  be  accommodated  with  fituations 
before,  were  inftantly  applied  to,  and  moft  of  . 
them  engaged.  The  fcarcity  of  performers  on 
this  emergency  mufl  be  attributed  to  me — To 
mfj  at  that  period  in  the  rcmoteft  part  of  North 

Wales, 
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Wales,  ignorant  of  what  was  palling  in  thft 
North  of  England,  or  in  Edinburgh,  and  hap 
py  in  the  idea  that  the  theatrical  arrangements^ 
of  the  ieafon  had  been  fb  well  adjufted.  Had 
Mr .  Kemble  informed  mc  even  then  of  his 
intention,  I  might  in  fome  meafure  perhaps 
have  been  able  to  have  obviated  the  difficultyi 
I  pafled  in  fight  of  Shrewfbury,  where  Mr 
Scriven  and  Mrs  Atchmet  then  were;  and  it 
might  pofilbly  have  been  in  my  power  to  h^ye 
perfuaded  them  to  have  adhered  to  their  for- 
mer intentions  of  vifitlng  Edinburgh.  Nay,  I 
could  have  gone  eafily  to  Bath,  have  fettled 
with  Mr  Wallis,  and  vifitcd  any  othet  ncigh-^ 
bouring  company,  or  perhaps  the  metropolis. 
Such  was  my  intention^  had  the  fole  diredlion 
continued  with  me. 

Mr  Playfaik^s  letter  to  me  at  Bala,  gave 
me  the  firft  intimation  of  any  demur  to  the 
bufinefs.  He  therein  apprifed  ine  of  the  re- 
ceipt of  a  fcroll,  produced  by  Mr  Biflet  on 
the  part  of  Mr  Kemble,  containing  claufes 
diametrically  oppoCte  to  the  true  intent  of 
the  miffivej  which  he  knew  I  fhould  objed 
to  :  That  he  had  drawn  out  another,  accor- 
ding to  his  own  ideas,  which  he  Ihould  trans- 
mit 
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ink  to  Mr  Kemble  at  Newcaflle.  Both  thefe 
fcrt'lls,  Sir,  are  in  your  poirellion,  and  muft. 
ipeak  for  themfelves. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  narrative  there  are  fome 
points,  Sir,  on  which  I  muft  beg  leave  to  com- 
ment.   With  refpe(5t  to  Mrs  Atchmet,  that  Ihe 
would  have  been  here,  had  the  management 
remained  folely  with  me,  I  ftill  beheve  and 
contend  for.  Her  reafon  for  changing  her  in-» 
tention,  I  have  not  yet  had  s^n  opportunity  of 
learning.      Certain   I    am,    that   falary   was 
not  the  bar;  if  it  had,  I  would  have  given  her 
more  :  though  Mr  Kemble  thought  even  the 
L.  4  aweek,  which  I  had  offered  her,  too  much, 
I  fulpedl  the  fame  caufe  might  have  operated 
with  Mrs  Atchmet  as  with   Mifs  Wallis.     In 
a  letter  from  her  father,  which  I  havejuft 
now  feen,   dated     6ath,  January    26.  1792^ 
though  he  difclai^is  any  pofitive  engagement, 
he  (ays,    *'  I    fhould    have  been  v^ry  glad 
to  take  her,  (Mifs  Wallis,>  to  Edinburgh,  this 
winter^  had  Jackfon  continued  manager."  And 
again,  "  tell  your  manager,  I  fincerely  wifh 
him  liiccefs ;  though  I  confefs  I  Ihould  have 
been  juft  as  well  pleafed  to  Hear  that  the 
Edinburgh  Theatre  kad  fallen  into  any  other 

hands, 
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hands,  as  I   was  in  hopes  Jane  might   haw 
picked  up  fome  pence  there*/' 

I  CANNOT  help  here  obferving,  Sir,*  that  I 
can  take  no  fhare  of  culpability  or  negligence 
to  myfelf  as  manager,  for  not  having  endea- 
voured, before  that  time,  to  have  entered  into 
a  formal  article  with  thofe  ladies.  The  Theatre 
had  been  advertifed  to  be  let  for  fome  weeks ; 
and  common  prudence  compelled  me  to  be  as 
.  cautious  as  poflible  what  engagements  I  unade, 
as,  had  the  Theatre  not  remained  with  me,  I 
might  have  been  brought  into  a  very  difagree- 
able  predicament.  This  I  explained  to  Mr 
Kemble,  and  he  knew  the  exact  lituation  ia 
which  I  ftood. 

But  pofitive  and  legal  engagements,  ifapn 
pears,  on  this  occafion,  would  have  been  of 
no  avail.  MefTrs  Scriven  and  Willoughby 
were  under  pofitive  and  legal  engagements, 
yet  they  could  not  be  induced  to  fulfil 
thofe     engagements.      The    fame    uniform 

caufe 

*  An  afTertion  had  been  made  by  Mr  Kemble,  in  prefence 
of  the  arbiter,  which  rendered  it  necefFary  for  me  to  inf:rt, 
the  above  particulars.  If  t^e  reader  will  take  the  tronble  of 
tumii  g  to  Sc<5lion  XV.  he  will  there  be  mado  acq^uainted  vnik 
the  circumdance. 
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caufe,  I  prefume,  operated  with  them  all. 
Thefe  gentlemen  were  a  real  lofs  to  the  The-, 
atre ;  the  former,  by  report,  is  an  excellent 
acior ;  the  latter  I  have  feen,  and  he  is  infi- 
nitely better  than  any  one  Mr  Kemble  brought 
with  him  ;  I  muft  except  Mr  Lee-Lewes  ;  he 
came  by  chance,  and  cannot  confequently 
te  ranjced  in  Mr  Kemble's  engagements. 

In  regard  to  the  fecurity,  I  can  only  fay, 
that  it  was  agreed  upon,  and  was  fo  under- 
ftood  by  Mr  Biflet,  who  had  his  inftrucflions 
from  Mr  Kemble,  and  drew  out  the  fcroU 
accordingly*.  The  objection  to  one  fecurity, 
through  form  pnly,  cannot  furely  hold  good, 
as  what  is  objedlionable  on  one  iide,  I  muft 
prefume.  Sir,  {hould  be  fo  on  the  other.  In. 
this  very  tranfadlion,  there  is  an  inftance  in, 
point.  Mr  Siddons'  fjk  llcurity  is  admitted 
for  double  the  fum.  Your  reply  to  this.  Sir, 
I  know.  You  will  fay,  why  not  remove  difr 
ficulties  when  in  your  power  ?  Wliy  did  you 
not  long  ago  give  in  additiomd  fecurity  ?  To 
F  f  this 

•  Plad  ^tr  KemLlCi  in  cue  cf  hi:;  c-ifidiJ  ztA  cofJidt.rafe 
intervals,  made  the  fame  dccl.uatinn  to  me,  that  he  did  10 
others,  ihat  he  would  accept  of  uo  fccuiity  but  landed pr^^^r • 
tj  or  mor.ey  down^  1  fheuld  have  decUr.cd  ;he  connCvliun,  a;id 
ail  bad  been  well. 
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this  I  have  a  Feady,  and,  I  Ihould  fuppofe,  a 
fatisfadlory  anfwer :  I  had  but  one  perfon  I 
chofe  to  apply  to  on  that  occafion,  and  1  rer» 
ferved  him  for  a  more  confequential  purpofe, 
I  did  not  wi{h  to  overload  his  frieudlhip. 

But,  Sir,  the  validity  of  the  fecurity  was 
only  a  pretended,  not  the  real  blot  in  the 
contradl.  Mr  Kemble  had  taken  tip  the 
idea  of  making  me  a  cypher.  I  was  to  be 
half  the  fecurity,  and  that  in  money  down^ 
or  a  mortgage  on  landed  property,  yet  I  was 
to  have  nothing  to  fay  ;  I  was  not  even  in  the 
fmalleft  inftance  to  have  a  power  of  control ; 
I  was  to  put  myfelf  in  Mr  Kemble's  mercy, 
while  I  was  fleeping,  or  unconicious  of  the 
danger,  to  run  me  hundreds  of  pounds  in 
debt ;  to  fuffer  him  t^  lay  plans,  and  con- 
nive at  tranfadlions,  in  which  he  might  clear 
L.  I  GOG  by  the  feafon,  and  ^eave  me,  on  the 
winding  up  our  accompts,  a  lofer  at  the  end. 

This  theory  has  already  been  verified  by 
realicy.  He  orders,  without  my  confent  or 
knowledge,  a  parcel  of  old  fcenes  from  New- 
caflle,and  profefTes  to  charge  for  them  h.^oo. 
I  wpuld  not,  Sir,  had  I  been  confulted,  have 

confent?4 
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coafented  to  allow  for  thenl  L.  20.  I  knew 
that  pageantry^  carried  from  town  to  town  in 
the, Nor di  of  England,  could  never  attra(fl  the 
attention  of  an  Edinburgh  audience,  after 
they  had  feen  the  B a/tile  and  Captain  Cook  in 
the  Theatre  Royal,  and  Ofcar  and  Malvina  in 
the  Circus*  My  opinion  has  been  proved  to 
be  well  founded.  There  was  more  money 
taken  at  the  Theatre,  from  the  ufe  of  an 
eighteen-penny  book,  the  Road  to  Ruin^  than 
by  all  the  Newcailte  fcenery,  fo  pompoufly 
Ulhered  into  notice. 

Mr  KembLe's  arrogating  to  himfelf  powers 
that  neither  the  miffive,  nor  any  pcrmiffion 
of  mine  ever  gave  him,  is  the  fole  obftacle  to 
our  compromife* 

After  the  bargain  was  concluded,  by  my 
co^fixt  only^  for  fo  he  acfvertifed,  he  was  to  be 
acting  manager  for  the  feafon.  .There  is  not 
a  performer  in  the  three  kingdoms,  that  can* 
not  in  a  moment  define  the  office  of  adling 
manager.  It  is  to  -regulate  the  company  be- 
hind the  curtain,  and  to  carry. into  execution 
what  had  previoufly  and  privately  been  fet- 
tled by  the  partners,  f  his.  Sir,  I  confented  to^ 
F  f  2  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


laS  HISTORY    OF 

in  the  perfon  of  Mr  Kemble,  and  from  tKU  I 
never  exprefled  a  wifli  to  depart.  But  this  I 
looked  upon  as  a  matter  of  courtefy,  and  not 
of  right ;  for  it  was  no  part  of  the  mifliTe, 
and  to  nothing  farther  could  I  give  my  confent. 
Our  agreement  was  a  joint  and  equal  partner- 
JJjip  ;  fuch  was  it  ever  conceived  by  me.  Ac- 
cording to  Mr  Kemble's  ideas,  it  was  a  part- 
neriliip  to  be  executed  only  by  one.  I  might 
fay,  Sir,  with  a  Right  Honourable  Friend  of 
yours,  it  is  an  imion  founded  upon  recipro* 
city  ;  but  where  the  whole  power  is  ufurped 
by  one,  and  fubmiffion  only  pointed  out  to 
the  other,  the  reciprocity  muft  certainly  be 
all  upon  one  fide. 

An  imequal  jundlion  of  this  kind^  Sir, 
could  never  enter  into  my  thought.  No  earth- 
ly confideration  fliould  ever  have  induced  me 
to  accept  of  ^ftnecure^  or  become  an  annuitant^ 
in  an  undertaking  where  I  had  rifked  my  all, 
and  cringe  beneath  the  man  whofe  avowed 
intention  was  to  found  his  fortune  upon  my 
cxpedled  and  premeditated  ruin. 

After  the  declarations  that  Mr  Kemble 
has  recently  made,  Sir,  that  he  would  take 

care 
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care  I  ihould  be  a  lofer  at  the  end  of  the  fea- 
fon,  or,  at  any  rate,  that  I  fhould  be  no  gainer ; 
for  that  he  would  fhut  the  houfe  the  moment 
the  rent  was  paid,  and  not  permit  his  fifter 
to  come  down,  or  any  other  engagement 
to  take  place,  in  which  I  was  to  partake  of 
the  advantage.  After  fuch  a  declaration,  I 
fay.  Sir,  and  in  fuch  circumftances,  fo  widely . 
different  from  the  true  intent  of  the  miflive, 
I  cannot  think  of  fufFering  any  friend  of  mine 
to  become  fecurity  for  me  in  fo  dcfperate  a 
game*. 

I  HAD  three  powerful  reafons,  Sir,  that  in- 
clined me  to  put  up  with  many  difagreeables, 
rather  than  decline  a  participation  of  the  pro- 
fits of  the  feafon.  My  own  fubfiflence ;  for 
I  could  not  work,  to  beg  I  was  aftiamed. 
The  education  and  fupport  of  a  young  fami- 
ly, and  the  intereft  of  my  creditors.  For 
though  they  had  confcnted  to  receive  ten  {hil- 
lings only,  yet,  Sir,  a  compcfition  never  had 

mv 


•  From  a  convcrfation  with  the  arbiter,  at  this  period,  Mr 
Keroble  bad  taken  up  an  idea  that  the  agreement  would  have 
been  enforced  according  to  the  original  milTj^Ae,  he  thercfoie 
thought  proper  to  make  the  above  declarationsi  at  aa  inui* 
▼itw  with  me,  but  not  in  prcfcnce  of  the  arbiter. 
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my  cordial  aflent.  It  Was  a  temporary  cxpkf* 
dient,  the  a£t  of  neCeffity^  a  ftep  ul  advance 
towards  a  fituation  that  may  poflibly  crtabic 
me  to  make  farther  payments.  The  depriva-^ 
tion,  therefore,  of  my  ftipulated  emolument^ 
is  a  diminution  of  the  funds  appropriated  fot 
tliat  purpofe ;  and  the  lofs  of  a  feafbn,  is  the 
lofs  of  the  earnings  of  one  year  of  my  Hfe,  to- 
t^ards  the  extinguifhment  of  honorary  de-» 
mandsir 

I  SPEAK  now,  Sir,  to  your  feelings.  Had 
you  been  Mr  Kemble,  you.  would  not 
have  adled  as  Mr  Kemble  has  done.  You 
would  not  have  faid  to  yourfelf,  I  like  the 
undertaking  in  which  I  aril  embarked ;  I  fee 
its  advantages  ;  my  partner's  embarraffinents 
furnifh  me  with  a  pretext ;  I  will  lay  hold  of 
the  opening,  and  pofTefs  myfelf  of  the  whole. 
You  v/ould  not  have  taken  every  mode  of 
adding  to. my  difikulties  ;  you  would  not 
have  rendered  me  liable  to  the  prelTure  of 
fmall  demands,  by  unjuftly  withholding  from 
me  the  means  of  difcharging  them. 

You  would  not  have  difmifled  a  fcrvant 
that  had  been  vv^ith  me  twelve  years,  becaufe 

be 
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he  had  carried  a  meffage  for  me  ;  making  ufe 
of  the  old  adage,  "  You  cannot  ferve  two 
mafters*** 

You  would  not  have  deprived  Mr  Bland 
of  fixtecn  ihillings  of  his  weekly  ftipend^,  con- 
trary to  an  exprefs  agreement,  becaufe  he  was 
one  of  Mr  Jackfon's  vermine ;  an  appellation 
which  Mr  Kemble  bad  thought  proper  to 
affix  to  the  members  of  my  former  company  ; 
but  Mr  Jackfon's  vermine,  have,  amid  ft  bis 
noble  ^nimals,  proved  themfelvcs  Lords  of 
the  Foreft, 

You  .  rather  would  have  faid,  I  fee  Mr 
Jackfbn  is  yet  under  fome  temporary  em- 
barraffinents ;  I  will  not  add  to  them  ;  I  will 
not  ftart  unneceflary  obftacles  ;  I  hold  the  fe- 
curity  whi^^h  in  my  own  confcience  I  know  I 
agreed  to  take  ;  I  will. commence  the  feafon, 
and  we  will  mutually  receive  the  fettled  fti- 
pend. 

Had  an  immediate  Icfa  taken  place,  you 
would  then,  Sir,  have  juftly  called  upon  my 

fecurity 

•  Thcfc  are  a  few  of  Mr  Kemble's  //3^r^/ a<5lions,  during 
ihe  courfe  ot  the  fcafor.  Mr  BUnd  has  had  recourfs  to  a 
Court  of  Tudice.  and  has  confenuentlv  recovered  his  arrears. 
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fecurity  for  fpch  pecuniary  aid  as  would  have 
made  up  the  deficiency.  If  complied  with, 
complaint  would  have  been  unneceflary ;  if 
not,  you  would  have  found  an  eafy,  and  an 
early  mode  of  redrefs.  And  in  cither  cafe, 
your  condudl  would  have  been  confident 
with  your  juftice  and  humanity,  * 

You  would  then  have  had  the  pleafure  of 
adling  up  to  the  didlates  you  had  profeffed, 
and  I  Ihould  have  been  relieved  from  a  long 
lift  of  mortifying  and  painful  fituations,  the 
continuance  of  which,  for  another  feafon, 
would  have  put  a  period  to  my  exiftence. 

To  avoid  that,  for  the  fake  of  my  family 
and  myfelf,  I  nauft  decline  any  farther  inter- 
courfe  with  Mr  Kemble,  that  I  may  have  a 
chance  of  furviving  a  few  winters  longer, 
to  have  the  honour  of  proving  to  you,  how 
much  I  am, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

J.  JACKSON. 

The  Honourable  Henry  Erjkiney 
Deem  of  Faculty. 
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SECOND  I 

LETTER   to  the  Ho?u   Henry  Erskine,  J 

Dean  of  Faculty.  \ 


Edinburgh^  July  30.  1792. 
Sir, 
From  your  converfation  yefterday,  I  can- 
not help  being  of  opinion,  that  you  either 
have  never  read  the  letter  I  had  the  honour 
of  tranfmitting  to  you  on  the  i8th  of  April, 
or  that  fome  paflages  in  it  have  efcaped  your 
memory,  I  muft  therefore  requeft:  of  you, 
before  you  give  a  decifion,  which  muft  at 
leaft  be  attended  with  unpleailng  circumftan- 
ces,  that  you  will  favour  me  with  its  reper- 
ufal.  I  muft  beg  leave  of  you  Hl^ewife,  Sir,  as 
you  wifli  for  farther  information,  to  lay  the 
following  circumftances  before  you,  fome  of 
which  have  only  come  to  my  knowledge  (ince 
I  addrefTed  you  laft. 


Q  $  As 
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As  early  as  the  day  of  the  contrad,  Mr 
Kemble  pointedly  declared,  that  I  never  lliould 
have  any  thing  to  do  with  the  Theatre  this 
feafon :  That  indeed  there  v^as  an  agreement, 
that  on  Mr  Jackfon's  finding  fecurity,  he  was 
to  be  half  concerned^  but  that  he  would  take 
care  that  no  fuch  fecurity  fhould  be  receiv- 
ed ;  for,  continues  he,  "  It  muft  be  fuch  fecu- 
rity as  I  am  pleafed  with ;  and  I  fhall  certain- 
ly point  out  fuch  fecurity  only,  as  I  know  he 
cannot  procure.  It  Ihall  be  money  down, 
or  a  mortgage  on  a  landed  eftate*/' 

The  day  the  houfe  opened,  a  perlbn,  in 
my  behoof,  dcfired  that  Mr  Gibb,  the  box- 
oflSce  keeper,  would  furnifli  him  with  a  return 
of  the  night's  receipt,  a  duplicate  of  which  I 
had  requefled  him  to  procure.  Gibb's  an- 
fwer  was,  that  Mr  Kemble  had  given  him 
pofitive  orders  to  the  contrary.  On  this  re- 
fufal,  Mr  Kemble  himfelf  was  afked  the  fol- 
lowing morning,  how  much  there  was  in  the 
houfe  ?  He  declared  he  would  not  tell ;  for, 
fays  he,  if  I  do,  you  will  inform  Mr  Jackfon  : 
And  his  declarations  through  the  feafon  uni- 
formly 

*  Thii  extraordinary  affertion  is  more  minutely  ftated, 
page  20^ 
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ifbrmly  were,  that  I  had  nothing  at  all  to  do 
with  the  Theatre. 

It  had  be^n  exprefsly  ftipulated,  thlt  a 
box  fhould  be  partitioned  ofF,  oa  the  oppofite 
fide  to  the  one  I  have  fo  long  ufed,  for  Mr 
Kemble.  Ordel's  were  in  ccnfequence  given 
to  fit  it  up.  As  fome  othcf  matters  had  em- 
ployed the  carpenters,  it  was  not  ready  at  the 
commencement  of  the  feafon,  as  had  been 
intended  ;  Mrs  Jackfon  therefore  defired  Mr 
Kemble  to  be  informed,, that,  as  the  box  pro- 
pofed  for  his  ufe  was  not  yet  prepared,  fhe 
requefked  him,  till  it  was,  to  accept  of  hers. 
To  this  he  replied^  "  Tell  Mrs  Jackfon,  that  I 
Ihall  accept  of  her  box,  when  fhe  has  one  to 
offer ;  and  I  wonder  fhe  has  not  more  deli- 
cacy than  to  think  of  coming  into  the  houfe 
at  all,  where  fhe  has  no  right*."  Mrs  Jack- 
G  g  2  fon^ 

*  No  caiife  can  be  affi^ned  for  Mr  Kemble's  fudtlcn  thange 
f>f  cor.d'Jt^  towards  Mr  and  Mrs  J^^ckfon,  particularly  the  lat- 
ter, but  a  pre med luted  c'efign  to  break  off  all  conn^^fllons 
^'ith  them.  TKcy  had  parted  on  the  moft  cordliil  and  appa- 
lent  friendly  terms.  Mr  Kemble  wen:  to  Newcaille,  and  Mr 
Jackfon  into  VVal-s  ;  and  no  occurrence  had  happened,  dr 
tranfa«nion  taken  place,  that  could  pofliiily,  in  Mr  J^ckPrn's 
nbfe'^ce,  have  extrrtcd  fiom  Mr  Kemble  fo  unmanly  and  lin- 
nierited  a  reply  to  Mrs  Jackfon's  polite  meffage. 


Digitized  by 


Gentle 


2^6^  HISTORY    OF 

fbn,  it  would  be  needlefs  to  add,  has  taken 
Tip  no  room  in  the  Theatre  fince. 

,  On  the  carpenter's  preparing  to  fit  up 
the  oppofite  box,  as  he  had  been  direcfted,  Mr 
Kemble  ordered  him  to  defift,  faying,  "  One 
box  is  enough  for  one  manager ;  I  will  not 
have  it  done/' 

This,  Sir,  was  no  arrangement  of  rehear- 
fals  \  no  acting  managerial  adjuftment  in  the 
department  I  had  confented  for  the  feafbn  ho 
fhould  fill.  It  was  a  part  of  the  agreement, 
exprefsly  and  mutually  entered  into,  and  as 
pointedly  and  alnioft  inftantly  broTcen  by  Mr 
Kemble. 

And  though,  Sir,  the  being  thruft  out  of 
a  box,  in  the  face  of  the  fervants,  we  had  pof- 
fefTed  more  than  ten  years,  may  be  deemed 
by  you  as  a  matter  of  no  great  confequence, 
yet,  Sir,  the  going  to  the  Theatre,  me  and  my 
family,  for  a  feafon,  and  the  taking  a  friend 
with  us,  I  muft  infift  upon,  was  a  money 
tranfaclion  ;  and  the  depriving  me  of  that 
advantage,  which  muft  be  eftimated  at  fomc 

value, 
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value,  was  a  violation  of  that  part  of  the  agree- 
ment, and  confequently  an  infringement  of  the 
bargain  altogether. 

>  You  were  pleafed,  Sir,  very  ctoly  to  figni- 
fy,  that  my  having  informed  Mr  Kemble,  by 
letter  to  him  at  Sheffield,  that  Mrs  Atchmet 
was  engaged,  (which  turned  out  to  be  a  mif^ 
take  of  Mr  Kemble's,)  would  have  been  a 
breach  of  the  agreement  on  my  fide.  How 
wide  then  muft  the  fradlure  have  been  made 
by  fo  many  repeated  inftances  on  the  other ! 

But,  Sir,  1  affured  you  yefterday,  and  I 
repeat  the  aflertion,  I  do  not  belie^re  there  is 
an  adlor,  fcene-flxifter,  fervant,  or  runner,  a- 
bout  the  Theatre,  that  has  not  heard  Mr 
Kemble  fay,,  that  Mr  Jackfon  had  nothing  to 
do  with  the  houfe  this  year. 

If  all  thefe  aflertions.  Sir,  none  of  them  ima- 
ginary, or  from  hearfay,  are  to  be  fet  afide 
by  the  bare  negative  of  one,  in  oppofition  to  the 
folemn  declarations  of  others,  that  are  ready 
to  be  fubftantiated  by  proof;  or,  if  it  is  your 
oqpinion,  contrary  to  that  of  every  confidential 
friend  I  have  fpoten  with  on  the  fubjed,  that 

an 
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an  engagement  broken,  and  that  repeatedly,  by 
one  party,  Ihall  neverthelefs  remain  binding 
upon  the  other,  you  will  then,  of  courfe,  deter- 
mine, that  the  miflivc  is  dill  in  force.  In  that 
cafe,  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  if  I  have  any 
thing  to  do  with  the  leale  of  the  Theatre  for 
the  next  feafon,  Mr  Kemble,a8  before  intended, 
is  to  be  admitted  to  an  equal  fhare.  For  up- 
on terms  of  equality  only  did  I  enter  into  a 
treaty  with  him,  and  never  before  or  fincc 
have  I,  on  any  other  conditions,  expreffed  my 
confent  to  a  conne<5lion  with  Mr  Kcmble. 

"  A  JOINT  and  equal  concef^n,''  are  the 
^ords  J  can  there  be  a  doubt  in  the  expref- 
fion  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  can  wreft  it  to  no 
other  meaning*  As  well  might  I  make  equa- 
lity fervility,  or  fubftance  fhadow. 

But  to  leave  argimient  upon  a  point  where 
no  rcafoning  can  hold  good,  I  mufl;  again  de- 
clare to  you,  that  the  very  unfeeling  condu6l 
(to  u[e  no  harfher  exprelfion)  towards  myfelf 
and  Mvs  [ackfon,  in  the  fituation  we  then 
were,  has  confirmed  the  opinion  I  originally 
entertained  of  him  ;  and  I  will  fooner  forego 

an 
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an  intereft  in  the  h  afe  of  the  Theatre  for  the 
next  feafon  altogether,  than  have  any  inter- 
courfe  with  that  gentleman, 

TiiEsfe,  Sir,  are  my  fentiments,  and  this 
my  determination,  for  the  red^itude  of  which 
I  fliall  appeal  to  God  and  the  Public.  And 
however  I  may  differ  from  you  in  opinion 
upon  this  fubjedl,  I  am,  with  the  greateft 
refpcifl, 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

J.  JACKSON, 

The  Honourable  Henry  Erjkine^ 
Dean  of  Faculty. 
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SECT.    xiir. 

lETTER  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lord 
Advocate  of  Scotland. 


Edinburgh^  September  14.  1792. 
My  Lord, 

J  NE,VER  entertained  the  mod  diflant  idea, 
of  having  cccalion  to  recur  to  the  tranfacflions 
on  the  renewal  of  the  patent,  or  to  remind 
your  Lordfliip  of  the  purport  of  thofe  con- 
verfations  I  was  honoured  with,  by  )'t)u,  on 
that  occafion.  But  from  the  fuppofed  effe(5ls 
of  the  Dean  of  Faculty's  decreet-arbitral,  re- 
fpedling  the  prefent  theatrical  arrangements, 
I  find  myfelf,  however  unwillingly,  under 
the  necciTity  of  renewing  the  fubjcvfi. 

For  no  crime  alledged  againfl:  me,  that  I 
ever  heard  of,  the  renewal  of  the  patent,  in 
the  common  form,  was  objetled  to ;  my  right 
V>  it  wai  proved,  and  allowed  on  all  hands 

Hh  ih« 
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the  length  of  time  was  at  lad  the  only  objec- 
tion. It  was  offered  me  by  Sir  Adam  Fer- 
gufon,  in  my  own  ftame,  for  ten  years.  This  I 
pointedly  refufed.  Mr  Walter  Rofs,  who  had 
an  intereft  in  the  fettlement,  propofed,  that  it 
Jhould  be  taken  out  in  the  names  of  the  Duke 
of  Hamilton  and  Mr  Dundas.  He  made  it 
appear  to  me,  in  the  cleared  colours,  that  my 
right  would  fuffer  no  infringement  thereby, 
and  that  the  only  difference  would  be  in  the 
name.  The  Englifh  Council  were  of  the  fame 
opinion.  I  therefore,  pcrfonally,  requeftcd  of 
the  Duke  and  Mr  Dundas  to  hold  it.  The 
rights  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Theatre  were 
referved,  and  it  was  perfedly  underftood  that 
it  was  held  for  my  ufe.  The  fees  of  oflSice  were 
paid  by  me,  and  I  poffeffed  the  patent  as  fully 
ever  fince,  as  if  my  name  had  been  inferred, 
and  fhould,  I  am  confident,  have  continued 
fo  to  do  without  queftion,  had  not  a  derange- 
ment in  my  pecuniary  matters  taken  place*. 

It  will  be  neceffary,  my  Lord,  here  to  ob- 
ferve,  that  this  deficiency  of  fupplies  arofc 
chiefly  from  the  mode  of  taking  out  the  pa- 
tent j  a  confequence,  which  though  it  was  not, 

might 

♦  This  fubjca  has  been  folly  difcuffed,  Seft.  VIII.  p.  138. 
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might  naturally  have  been  forefeen..  I  had. 
Sir,  in  order  to  complete  the  theatrica^l  plan, 
which  I  judged  would  be  worth  improve- 
ment, built  a  Theatre  in  Glafgow ;  laid  out 
large  fums  upon  the  Edinburgh  one ;  was 
eroding  a  third  at  Aberdeen,  then  thought 
ncccflary ;  and,  in  the  interim,  had  never  fpared 
cxpences  in  procuring  the  firft  performers, 
frequently  to  the  extent  of,  and  fometimes 
cyen  beyond  the  receipts*. 

This  obliged  me  to  look  out  for  an  addi- 
tional fum  of  money  to  anfwer  immediate 
demands ;  it  would  eafily  have  been  procured 
to  a  larger  amount  than  I  had  occafion  for ; 
but  the  fecurity  was  tlie  bar.  The  aflign- 
ment  of  the  patent  was  wanting.  Other 
modes  of  relief  were  attempted,  but  before 
they  could  be  carried  into  effe(f^,  a  hafty  cre- 
ditor took  (even  for  himfelf )  an  ill  advifed 
ftep:  others  of  courfe  prefled  forward,  and 
a  fequeftration  was  the  unavoidable  confe- 
quence. 

Two    years    have    fince    elapfcd,    during 
H  h  2  *  which 

*  Thicfe  matters  have  been  enlarged  upon  and  cxp!ained| 
Scft.  X.  p.  177. 
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which  period  I  have  ftruggled  through  nlaily 
p?iinful  and  unpleafing  trials.  After,  however, 
repeated,  and  the  mod  accurate  inveftigations, 
it  has  appeared,  that  the  derangement  of  my 
money  concerns  arofe  from  the  greatnefs  of 
the  expence  in  which  I  was  neceffarily  in- 
volved, in  the  execution  of  my  theatrical 
plan. 

Convinced  of  this  truth,  my.  crediton 
liave  accepted  of  a  compofition,  which  at  the 
inftance  of  my  friends  I  was  induced  to  offer, 
with  the  fole  view  of  being  enabled  to  regain 
a  fituation,  which  might  put  it  in  my  power, 
at.fome  future  period,  to  convince  them  of  my 
real  motives  for  embracing  the  meafure. 

Before  the  compolition  could  be  brought 
forward,  the  Theatre  was  taken  for  a  year,  by 
Mr  S.  Kemble,  with  whom,  I  need  hardly  in- 
form you,  I  was  by  contraifl  to  have  had  a 
joint  and  equal  concern  ;  but  affedling  to  be- 
lieve me  totally  out  of  the  queftion,  he  threw 
me  off,  ev€n  before  the  feafon  commenced, 
and  the  agreement  in  confequencc  has  never 
been  implemented. 

Two 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE    SCOTTISH  STAGE.  445 

V  Two  letters  from  me  to  the  Dean  of  Fa^ 
culty,  will  accompany  this.  They  will  let  you 
into  fome  lights,  my  Lord,  refpeifling  Mr 
Kemble's  condudt,  and  my  fituation  during 
laft  feafon* 

Finding  it  advantageous  to  continue  the 
leafe  for  a  further  term,  and  being  at  length 
coQvinced  that  it  will  be  neceflary  in  that 
cafe  to  take  me  along  with  him,  Mr  Kemble 
now  offers  to  implement  an  agreement,  which, 
for  a  feafon  part,  (like  the  bell-man  of  a  coun- 
try town)  in  the  front  of  the  Regifter-offiqe, 
he  has  been  bellowing  to  every  paflenger, 
that  I  had  not  the  fmalleft  concern  in ;  nay, 
he  profeffes  himfelf  willing  to  allov^r  me  the  fti- 
pulated  emoluments  of  the  feafon,  from  which 
he  had  mod  wickedly  and  wantonly  cut  me 
©ff.  But  the  time  is  part,  my  Lord,  and  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  fate  to  recall  it,  neither 
i^'^it  in  the  power  of  man  to  wipe  away  the 
injuries  I  have  fuftained  from  Mr  Kemble. 

When  he  beheld  me  in  the  gulph  of  af- 
fliction, he  walked  aloof;  but  when  I  unex- 
pededly  reached  the  (hore,  he  wifhed  to  hold 
out  his  hand,  not  with  an  intention  to  fave, 
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but  in  the  expedlation  of  gaining  another  nil- 
guarded  moment  of  flioving  me  in. 

In  a  more  early  period,  at  an  accidental 
interview  with  Mr  William  Gibibn,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  Dean  of  Faculty,  when  an 
union  with  the  fame  party  was  propofed,  I  told 
him,  that  he  might  reduce  me  to  the  utter- 
moft,  and  compell  me  to  dig  in  a  quarry  for 
fixpence  a^day,  which  I  would  fufFer  with 
pleafure,  rather  than  be  compelled  to  a  junc* 
tion  with  Mr  Kemble. 

This  declaration,  though  a  harfh  one,  pro- 
ceeded from  the  idea  I  had  formed  of  hi* 
difpofition,  when  he  was  a  performer  in  my 
company ;  but  on  reafoning  and  confidering 
coolly  on  the  fubjedl,  I  was  induced  to  be- 
lieve, that  turbulence  of  temper  I  had  ati 
times  obferved,  was  the  refult  of  a  tenaciouf- 
nefs  of  charadlers,  and  the  arrangements  of 
ftage  bufinefs,  in  which  a  manager  and  an 
adlor  frequently  difagree,  being  actuated,  the 
one  by  an  jmxious  concern  for  the  whole,  the 
ather  by  his  own  individual  advantage. 


In 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE   SCOTTISH   STAGE.  247 

In  an  independent  and  equal  ficuation,  I 
judged  this  tenacity  might  be  laid  afide,  and 
as  1  was  refblved  in  all  points  of  bulinefs  to 
give  and  take,  I  did  not  doubt  but  the  feafon 
might  pafs  away  in  that  tranquillity,  for 
which  I  moft  anxioufly  wiftied,  and  which  at 
all  events  I  was  determined  to  promote.  The 
refult,  howeyer,  Sir,  has  proved  hor/  ill  found- 
ed my  laft  opinion  was,  and  how  juftly  the 
former  one  had  poflefTed  my  mind. 

Thus  my  original  refolution  has  been  the 
more  confirmed  by  experience ;  and  I  moft 
folemnly  declare,  I  Would  fuffer  any  hard- 
fhips,  or  fubmit  to  any  fituation,  however  hu- 
miliating, fooner  than  enter  into  any  kind  of 
connedlion  for  the  future,  with  a  man  of  fuch 
an  unfeeling  and  favage  difpofitiou. 

The  queftion  will  then  be.  Sir,  whether 
the  leffee,  who  has  only  rented  the  houfli 
for  a  feafon,  and  wlio,  not  poIFefled  of  a  Ihil- 
ling  of  the  property,  muft  relign  it  in  little 
more  than  a  month,  ihall  be  permitted  to 
thruft  out  the  proprietor,  who  purchafed  the 
Theatre  for  a  valuable  confideration,  and  pof^ 
fefling  it  for  ten  years,  all  that  time  laboured 
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with  unremitting  pains  to  acquire  the  good 
opinion  of  the  pubHc,  and  whofe  greateft 
fault  has  avowedly  been  the  adventuring  too 
largely  in  their  fervice.  I  fhould  not  hefi- 
tate  my  Lord,  one  moment,  in  referring  this 
point  to  the  decifion  of  your  juftice. 

When  formerly  a  fet  of  gentlemen,  with 
whom  you  then  thought  proper  to  a<5l,  ex- 
prefled  a  defire  to  become  condu(5lors  of  the 
Theatre,  fpeaking  with  your  Lordlhip  on  the 
fubjedt,  I  afked  you,  whether  you  would  be 
inftrumental  in  dripping  me  of  my  all,  and 
turning  me  out,  with  a  young  family,  into 
the  world  to  feek  our  bread  ?  Your  reply 
was,  that  "  you  would  fooner  fuffer  your 
hand  to  be  cut  off.'*  And  now^  my  Lord, 
on  a  fimilar  occafion,  when  an  effort  is  made 
to  deprive  me  of  one  half  of  my  expcda- 
tions,  you  will  not,  I  am  confident^  unlefs 
under  the  influence  of  deceptiorv,  hften  ont 
moment  to  a  propofal  fo  confeflfedly  unjufl. 

To  remove  that  impulfe  of  deception,  my 
Lord,  which  the  wiles  of  an  interefted  indi- 
vidual will  attempt  to  infufe,  I  take  the  liber- 
ty of  troubling  you  with  this.     The  jet  of 
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his  argument,  on  this  head,  I  am  appnrv:'d  of, 
and  fhall  find  no  difficulty  to  repel.  Fc  r  this 
purpofe,  though  comparifons  are  diragrce- 
able,  at  leaft:  to  a  party  concerned,  I  muft  be 
under  the  neceffity  pt'  making  a  reference  to 
former  feafbns,  comparative  with  the  Ia!i. 

First,  then,  for  my  managemenr. — Turn 
back  your  recollecflion  with  me,  my  Lord,  to 
the  period  at  which  it  commenced.  I  found 
the  houfe,  as  it  is  well  known,  a  mere  wreck. 
There  was  not  a  fcene  that  was  fit  for  ufe. 
Even  the  roof  was  in  ruins,  and  was  neceffa- 
rily  renewed.  As  you  fit  in  your  box,  my 
Lord,  there  is  fcarcely  an  article  in  view  that 
was  not  of  my  placing. 

Cast  your  eye,  my  Lord,  upon  the  Dra- 
niatis  Pcrfona  of  the  performances  of  London. 
Is  there,  or  h^s  there  been,  a  j^crformcr  of 
eminence  there,  for  tlie  pail  ten  years,  that 
could  be  procured  at  any  price,  you  have 
net  {zzxi  ?  And  fomc  of  them  repeatedly. 
They  have  been  fupporte  i  by  companies  cf 
performers  likewife  as  refpcctable,  or  per- 
haps more  fo,  than  the  nature  of  the  fcheme 
would  permit. 

I  i  To 
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To  this  fac%  Sir,  I  call  the  whole  to\vn  as 
my  evidence.  Various  atteftations  might  be 
produced  upon  this  point,  from  a^ors  of  the 
firft  magnitude,  expreffing  their  approbation 
of  the  condudl  of  tl;ie  manager,  and  the  atten- 
tion of  the  company  to  thero^  and  to  the 
(lage  bufinefs.     One  inftance  fhall  fuffice.   ' 

Saturday^  June  12.  1784, 
Sir, 
"  My  exceffive  hurry  and  fatigue,  will,  I 
hope,  be  an  cxcufe  to  you  and  Mrs  Jackfon, 
for  not  paying  my  perfonal  refpedls  in  St 
James's  Square.  To  both  of  you  I  remain 
indebted  for  all  your  politenefs  to  me  ;  and  I 
muft  beg  of  you,  Sir,  to  make  ray  acknow- 
ledgements to  the  whole  company,  for  the 
very  kind  attention  they  have  fhewn  to  me, 
and  to  the  bufinefs.  An  aittention  I  fliall 
ever  be  proud  to  remember. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  Mr  Siddons'  compliments, 
Your  fincerc  wall-willier, 

And  humble  fcrvanr, 
S.   SIDDONS;' 
y.  Jack/on  Efq;  St  yamcs's  Square. 

Let 
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Let  us  now,  my  Lord,  enquire  into  the 
merits  of  the  management  of  laft  leafon,  and 
where  Mr  Kemble's  v;ift  claim  -to  pre-emi- 
nence confifls  ;  ^o  vafl  indeed,  as  he  himfelf 
holds  forth,  that  he  demands,  without,  with 
your  leave,  or  by  your  leave,  to  flep  into,  or, 
to  ufe  his  own  phrafe,  *'  to  fojien  his  claw 
upon  one  half  of  that  property,'*. for  which  I 
have  paid  fuch  fiims,  and  ftruggled  fo  many 
Tears  to  create. 

First,  then,  does  he  ground  his  pretended  ' 
right  on  his  expenditure  upon  the  fabrick  ? 
To  that  account  he  cannot  put  down  one 
fhiUing. 

» 

Can  he  found  his  pretenfions  upon  the 
fuperiority  of  his  company  ?  That  would  be 
arrogance  in  the  extreme*. 

I  AM  a\vare,my  Lord,  that  lie  holds  out  I 
had  deceived  him  with  refpect  to  a  female 
engagement  ;  that  has  been  difproved,  as 
your  Lordfliip  will  obferve  m  my  firfl:  letter 
to  the  Dean  of  Faculty.  The  want  of  time 
is  totally  ill-founded  ;  for  I  will  venture  to 
I  i  2  affirm, 

•  See  a  IT.  ci"  \\\,  ccmpan;',  wl:li  thof;  of  mine,  Sc^.  V. 
V-V  94-       . 
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affirm,  that  from  the  fecond  of  November, 
when  the  leafe  commenced,  to  the  nineteentlt 
of  January,  when  the  houfe  opened,  I  fhould 
(with  the  aclors  then  engaged)  have  had  one 
of  the  bed  companies  laft  feafon  that  has 
been  {ctn  in  Edinburgh.  Had  I  retained* 
the  management,  Mr  Scriven,  Mrs  Atchmet, 
and  Mifs  WatUs,  would,  with  fome  other  cha- 
racters of  merit,  have  been  here. 

Mr  Kemble's  chief  dependence  upon  the 
favour  of  the  public,  is  from  the  fuppofed 
greatncfs  of  the  rent,  and  his  prompt  pay- 
ment through  the  feafon,  which  has  been 
officioufly  and  erroneoufly  alTerted,  even  in 
the  public  prints,  as  "  altogether  unexampled 
in  the  dramatic  biftory  of  this  place"^ ^ 

This  is  a  fcandalous  afperfion  upon  my 
prcdecefTors,  as  well  as  myfelf,  and  I  cannot 
fufFer  it  to  pafs  unconfutcd.  In  the  year 
1762,  when  I  was  firft  here,  Mr  Love  then 
manager,  the  falaries  for  the  feafon  were  paid 
pundlually. 

Mr 

•  Herald,  Monday  June  11.  i793i 
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Mr  Rofs  paid  three  feaforjs. 

Mr  Fpote  paid  one. 

Mr  Digges,  before  his  misfortunes  com^ 

menced,  p^id/bur  years. 
Mr  Wilkinfon  paid  one. 

And  for  nine  feafons  of  my  management, 
the  performers  were  not  only  paid,  but  feve- 
ral  of  them,  at  the  clofe  of  each  feafon,  fre- 
quently in  my  debt. 

That  arrears  have  accumulated,  is  but 
too  ferious  a  truth  :  but  how  have  thofe  debts 
been  contradled  ?  Not  for  high  hving  ;  no  one 
will  accufe  me  of  that.  Not  for  eauipages 
or  fervants.  Not  for  tavern  bills,  or  by  gam- 
bling ;  for  I  can  fafely  fay,  that  I  never  won 
or  loft  ten  pounds  in  my  whole  life.  Not 
for  feaftings  or  country  excurfions  ;  for  I  can 
only  put  down  one  day  in  the  ten  years, 
as  fairly  fet  apart  for  a  jaunt  of  pleafure  for 
my  family. 

No,  my  Lord,  the  accounts  were  bona  Jide 
run  up  in  catering  for  the  tafte  of  the  audi- 
ence, in  procuring  and  preparing  for  them 
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entertainments  worthy  their  fitting  down  to  i 
from  which  they  have  frequently  retired,  ac- 
knowledging their  repaft  had  been  delicious. 
Yon,  my  Lord,  have  fbmetimes  partook  of 
them,  and  confeil:  your  fatisfadlion  at  the  no- 
velty of  the  relifli* 

In  this,  my  Lord,  I  have  gone  fomewhat  be- 
yond my  powers,  and  for  this  I  have  repented 
in  fackcloth  and  afhes  ;  it  was  an  excefs  that  I 
might  have  fpared  ;  an  offence  folely  againil 
myfelf,  for  which,  if  I  gain  my  own  forgive- 
nefs,  I  ihall  not  be  apprehenfive  of  not  pro- 
curing that  of  the  public  :  For  the  money,  as 
it  flowed  from  them,  fo  was  it  expended  for 
their  ufe. 

This  failure  of  payments,  my  Lord,  for  one 
year,  out  of  fb  many  on  my  fide,  and  Mr 
Kemble's  promptitude  in  that  refpecl  for  a 
fingle  feafon,  the  only  one  he  has  been  iu 
Edinburgh,  is  affixed,  without  rhyme  or  rea- 
fon,  by  Mr  Kemble,  and  his  friends,  as  the 
great  criterion  of  his  merit. 


I  SHALL 
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I  SHALL  meet  him,  Sir,  fairly  upon  this 
ground  ;  and  before  I  make  the  calculation, 
I  am  hold  enough  to  aflTert,  that  there  has  not 
palled  a  year  of  my  management,  that  I  have 
not  paid  more  money  in  Edinburgh,  exclu- 
five  of  the  arrears  that  may  latterly  have  oc- 
curred, than  on  the  fame  account  has  been 
ifTued  by  Mr  Kemble. 

The  rent  of  laft  year,  Sir,  it  is  well  known, 
beCdes  public  burdens,  was  L/120C.  This 
was  the  whole  expencc  at  which  Mr  Kemble 
ftood  in  addition  to  the  falarics  and  other 
current  charges  of  each  performance.  His 
weekly  falarics,  including  eight  pounds  a-week 
for  himfelf  and  Mr:,  Kemble,  amounted' to 
L.53  :  o :  o.  But  as  I  wiili  not  in  that  fcale  to 
run  too  clofj,  I  fhall  rate  them  at  L.60. 

I  WILL  allow,  en  the  other  hand,  that  I  had 
no  rent  to  pay.  I>tit  then,  I  had  orlier  demands, 
to  which  ivk  Kemble  was  a  (Iranger.  My  ave- 
raged falaries,  for  the  lail  three  years,  were 
L.96:  0:4;  but  as  1  have  addtd  to  Mr  Kemble, 
in  the  comparative   ftatemcnr,  fo  I  (hall  de- 
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ducfl   from  my  own,    rating   them  only  at 
L.  90. 

My  falaries,  upon  an  average,  for  ten  years, 
were  L.90  a- week,  which  is  L.30  more  than, 
upon  the  broadeft  calculation,  thofe  of  Mr 
Kemble,  for  the  laft  feafon,  could  poflibly  be 
rated. 

A  dead  weight  this  of  L.30  a  week, 

will  amount  to  in  30  weeks,  L.9C0     o     o 

An  original  annuity  to  David  Rofs,        130     o     o 

To  Walter  Rofs,  ditto,         -         -        100     o     o 

Laid  out  annually  on  repairs,  paint- 
ings, neceffary  incidents,  and  im- 
provements, never  lefs  than     -     -     300     o     e 

Intereft  of  money  laid  out  upon  the 
property,  over  and  above  the  na- 
tural  receipts,  amounting  to  up- 
wards of  L.  5000,  -         -         250     o     o 


L.  1700     o 


Thus  it  evidently  appears,  that  with  a  year- 
ly receipt  of  L.  1700,  over  and  above  the  cur- 
rent charges,  Mr  Kemble  wauld  pocket  L.  500, 
whilft  I,  with  my  additional  expence,  muft 
have  fat  down  without  a  fhilling. 

If 
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If  the  clearance  averaged  Jj.  i  200  only,  ia 
that  cafe  Mr  Keniblc  would  receive  his  bene- 
fits and  falaries  free,  while  I  muft  have  been 
faddled  with  L.500  debt. 

I  CA?^NCT  with  prccifion  afcertain  the  re- 
ceipts of  the  feafon,  as  Mr  Kemble  h,id  ilfued 
previous  orders  to  his  box-keeper  to  give  me 
no  information  on  that  head :  but  with  the 
advantage  of  Mrs  Siddons  in  the  after  feafon, 
and  the  fmallnefs  of  his  falaries,  particularly 
at  chat  period,  his  clearance,  on  the  clofe  of 
his  accounts,  muft  have  been  confiderable*, 
arid  his  finances  were  certainly  in  fuch  a 
ftate,  as  to  enable  him,  without  inconveni- 
ence, to  difchargc  his  rent  and  falaries  point- 
edly. 

It  is  from  this  circumftance  that  Mr  Kem- 
ble deduces  his  pretended  inherent  right  of 
pre-emiilence.  For  the  maintaining  a  promp- 
titude of  payment  for  a  fingle  year,  and  that 
by  curtailing  the  averaged  falaries  of  the  per- 
K  k  formers 


•  According  to  the  bcft  account  I  could  get,  Mr  Kcmlli'j 
prcfits  lall  feafc^D  v/cre  from  t*  6cp  to  L.Sp3. 
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formers  L.30  a-week,  ^nd  confequenily  there- 
by producing  to  the  public  one  of  the  v^orft 
companies  that  has  been  feen  in  Edinburgh 
during  the  courfe  of  my  memory. 

Had  Mr  Kemble  ftepped  nobly  forward, 
had  he  augmented  the  falary  Uft,  exhibited 
an  unrivalled  company,  and  by  thofe  exer- 
tions fallen  into  arrears,  as  many  hundreds  as 
he  has  obvioufly  cleared,  I  could  then  have 
comprehended  fome  pretext  for  a  preferable 
claim  of  continuance,  till,  in  fome  meafure,  h^ 
might  have  made  up  the  loffes  he  had  fuf-? 
tained. 

But  on  the  very  oppofite  principles  .  he 
founds  his  axiom :  I  have  poffefTed  the  Thea- 
tres for  a  year,  fays  he  ;  I  have  gained  hand- 
fomely  by  them,  and  therefore  I  will  com- 
pel the  holder  of  the  property  to  grant  me 
a  further  leafe.  His  views  do  not  even  (lop 
here.  He  not  only  requires  a  preference  in 
the  leafe  for  his  great  fcrvices,  at  half  its 
value,  but  to  be^ poffefTed  ot^half  the  property 
for  ever. 

A  CLAIM 
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A  CLAIM  fo  curious,  and  extravagantly  chi- 
merical, can  be  equalled  by  nothing  but  his 
vifionary  notions  of  enforcing  his  demand. 
Confcious  of  not  having  the  law  on  his  fide, 
he  purpofes  to  calF  in  the  controul  of  the  pa- 
tent to  his  aid,  which  he  fuppofes  fuperior  to 
every  legal  operation.  But  if  the  powers  of 
the  patent  are  competent  to  controul  the  de- 
crees of  law,  I  trull  there  is  a  greatnefs  and 
goodnefs  of  heart  in  the  holders  of  it,  that 
Will  reprefs  its  encroachments  Upon  right  and 
property. 

In  a  feudal  court,  formerly,  where  the  will 
of  the  tyrant  was  the  peoples  law,  an  avowal 
of  this  kind  might  perhaps  be  forced  down 
the  throats  of  the  hearers,  as  a  principle  both 
rational  and  juft;  but  in  a  land  of  liberty, 
where  there  are  both  law  and  equity,  it  can 
never  ftand  a  fcrious  hearing.  However,  as 
it  has  been  ferioufly  taken  up,  it  fhall  be  feri- 
C)ufly  treated. 

Some  refpeclable  gentlemen,  as  I  before  ob- 
ferved,  were  the  pofTefibrs  of  the  theatrical 
property  in  the  Canongate;  they  fold  that  pro- 
perty, with  the  patent  which  they  had  obtain- 

K  k  2  cd, 
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cd,  to  David  Rofs  ;  and  David  Rofs  to  J.  Jstck-* 
fon. 

MoliE  than  20  year&  ago,  the  Edinburgh 
Theatre  alone  was  let  to  Mr  Footc  for  500 
guineas  a-y ear,  afterwards  to  Mr  Digges  for 
the  fame  fum.  Sorrie  thoufand  pounds,  Sir, 
have  been  expended  upon  the  houfe  fince  that 
period;  and  the  Glafgow  Theatre  built  by 
me,  which  would  let  feparate  from  a  100  to 
2QQ  a-year,  is  now  become  an  appendage 
to  it. 

Is  tliat.  Sir,  to  be  thrown  in  fcfr  nothing  ? 
Shall  the  long  lapfe  of  time,  the  encreafe  of 
value  in  all  kinds  of  property,  the  expence  of 
the  articles  of  life,  and  particularly,  the  aug- 
mentation of  audiences,  be  of  no  additional 
weight  in  the  fcale  ? 

The  value  of  property  rifes  or  lalls  with 
dircumdances,  and  is  confequently  not  to 
be  Hmited,  or  afcertained  :  I  prefume,  my 
Lord,  it  is  conftantly  worth  what  it  will 
bring. 

Suppose, 
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Suppose,  my  Lord,  an  eftate  had,  at  the;, 
owner's  expence,  been  divided,  fenced  and  li-* 
med,  and  by  improved  modes  of  agriculture^ 
fo  brought  into  hearty  thatinftead  of  L.  500  a 
year,  it  ihould  fetch  a  thoufand ;  and  fup- 
pofing  the  tenant  who  rented  it  after  fuch 
improvement  for  a  year,  fhould  fliy  to  the 
landlord,  "  I  will  not  permit  you  to  let  your 
farm  to  any  one  elfe  ;  I  \\\\\  continue  in  fpite 
of  you  and  law  :  And  I  will  not  only  con- 
tinue, but  I  will  cut  down  your  rent 
more  than  one  half.  Inftead  of  L.  1200, 
1  fliall  only  allow  you  L.500  ;  and  that  for 
my  life,  if  I  chufe  to  be  your  tenant  fo 
long/' 

I  SHOULD  wifti  to  hear  your  Lordfliip's 
reply  to  any  one  of  your  tenants,  prefum- 
ing,  in  refpecl  to  your  property,  to  make  fuch 
a  declaration.  What  wjDuld  be  the  anfwer 
of  MefTrs  Sheridan  or  Harris,  to  an  individu- 
al in  London,  that  (liould  venture  to  broach 
fo  new  a  dovflrine  ? 

When  the  property  of  Covent  Garden  was 
in  its  infancy,  a  rent  of  L.500,  at  that  early 
period,  might  perhaps  have  been  deemed  fuf- 

fi'jicat ; 
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ficient;  but  augmented  in  value  to  L.  80,000^ 
would  that  man  be  fuppofed  in  his  fenies 
that  fhould  fay,  you  (hall  not  let  that  vaft  pro- 
perty  for  more  than  L.500  a-year  ? 

The  limitation  of  theatrical  property,  as 
in  any  other  line,  mufl  be  ruinous  to  the  pro- 
prietors, and  detrimental  to  the  intercfts  of 
the  community.  For  a  ftagnation  of  im- 
provement wiH  naturally  produce  a  dedudlion 
of  the  nightly  profitSi 

Few  adventurers,  I  believe,  would  be  found 
,fo  pofFefled  of  the  amor  patriae  as  to  lay  out 
their  money,  not  only  without  hopes  of 
advantage,  but  with  che  moral  certainty  of 
lofs. 

I  WAS  emulous.  Sir,  to  fee  the  theatrical 
arrangements  of  Scotland  on  as  confequential 
a  footing  as  the  refpedlabiaty  of  the  audience 
deferved :  with  this  view  I  was  forming 
fome  extenflve  plans  for  their  accommodation, 
as  well  as  their  amufemcnts,  for  which  pur- 
pofe  I  expended  every  fhilling  I  coiild  pro- 
cure, and  ftretched  my  credit  to  the  utter- 
moft,  in  order  to  promote  the  defired  objecfb 

I  WISH 
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I  WISH  not  here  to  arrogate,  to  myfelf  fo 
much  merits  as  even  to  hint  that  I  made  thefc 
exertions  fblely  through  the  refpedl  I  bore  the 
profeffion  or  the  public.  I  Ihould  have  been 
a  bad  father,  and  an  unjuft  hufband,  had  I 
thus  thrown  in  my  earnings,  without  fomq 
expedation  of  a  return. 

An  accumulation  of  property,  and  a  right 
to  retain  it,  were,  I  muft  confefs,  my  predomi- 
nating excitements  to  the  extending  its  value. 
From  an  oppofite  motive,  how  different  muft 
have  been  my  condudl!  Attentive  to  the 
profits  only,  I  fhould  have  negle(5led  even 
the  annual  repairs  of  the  building,  ancl 
run  it  out  to  the  mere  wreck  in  which  I 
found  it. 

This,  my  Lord,  is  a  maxlili  fo  obvious  and 
fo  generally  admitted,  that  I  know  not,  whe- 
ther I  may  not  have  incurred  your  cenfure, 
for  thinking  it  neceffary  thus  to  fignify  its 
effects.  Under  the  influence,  Sir,  of  this  con- 
fideration,  I  fliould  have  been  tempted  here 
to  clofc  the  fubje(5l;  but  from  your  Lordlhip's 
Recent  converfation  with  Meffrs  Watfon  and 

Playfair^ 
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Playfair,  I  find  myfelf  under  the  necefllty  of 
taking  notice  of  the  merits  of  the  decreet- ar* 
bitral,  upon  which  fo  much  ftrefs  feems  to  be 
laid. 

I  CALLED  at  your  Lordfliip's  houfefome 
time  ago,  but  had  not  the  honour  of  finding 
you  at  home.  My  defign  then  was  to  have 
requeued  you  would  not  form  an  opinion  up- 
on the  fubjecl,  without  hearing  my  llatemenf 
of  the  matter, 

jiudi  alteram  partem^  I  ever  prefumed  to 
believe  a  given  maxim,  which  no  diftinguifh^ 
ed  perfonage  in  a  judicial  capacity  ought  e^ 
ver  to  lofe  fight  of;  and  I  could  not  enter- 
tain the  final  left  fufpicion,  that  on  this,  oi; 
any  other  occafion,  you  would  not  adhere 
to  that  golden  rule. 

Read,  Sir,  I  intreat  of  you,  the  fliort  and 
fimple  miflive  in  queftion  ;  I  have  annexed  it 
for  that  purpofe,  with  the  decreet-arbitral  de- 
duced therefrom,  and  fome  appofite  obferva- 
tions  upon  both.  You  have  only  to  read, 
my  Lord,  I  flatter  myfelf,  to  be  convinced. 

The 
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The  truths  in  my  two  letters  to  the  Dean  of 
Faculty,  mentioned  in  his  decreet,  which  alfb 
accompany  this,  muft  carry  with  them  their 
own  weight. 

> 
I  HAVE, the  honour  to  be,  with  the  higheft 

refpedl, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordfhip's 

Mbft  obedient  fervant, 

J.  JACKSON. 

The  Right  Honourable 
The  Lord  Advocate  for  Scotland. 


Some  ineffedlual  meetings,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  feafon,  having  been  held,  before 
the  arbiter,  upon  the  fubjcdl  in  queftion,  on 
the  19th  of  Auguft  1792,  the  decreet- arbitral 
was  given :  the  purport  of  which,  in  feven 
counts,  with  obfervations  thereon,  is  hereunto 
fubjoined. 

LI  SECT^ 
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SECT.      XIV, 


PURPORT 


or  THE 

DECREET- ARBITRAL*. 

FIRST.  The  Honourable  Arbiter,  finds.  That 
during  the  continuance  of  the  joint  concern, 
Mr  Kemble  Ihall  have  the  fble  right  of  engag- 
ing performers,  and  of  being  a^ting^manager; 
giving  notice  ta  Mr  Jackfon  of  what  engage- 
ments he  meant  to  make;  and  if  any  damage 
fhall  arife  from  fuch  engagements,  if  objedled 
to  by  the  faid  John  Jackfon,  the  fame  to  be 
made  good  by  the  faid  Stephen  Kemble :  the 
lofs  to  be  affixed  by  neutral  perfons,  to  be 
chofen  by  each  party. 

decreet:- 

•  The  miflive  upon  which  thit  decreet  arbitral  is  founded, 
and  which  it  was  mtant  to  fttbftantiate»  is  iaferted  vcrbatUfh 
SeA.  XII.  page  au2« 
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OBSERVATIONS 

UPON   THE 

DECREET.  ARBITRAL. 

FIRST.  No  fuch  ftipulation  was  ever  en- 
tered into,  either  in  writing  or  verbally ;  only 
through  courtefy,  not  as  a  matter  of  right, 
Mr  Jackfon  confented,  that .  till  his  affairs 
were  fettled,  which  he  fuppofed  might  take 
up  the  whole  feafon,  Mr  Kemble  Ihould 
officiate  as  adling  manager.  But  this  the 
faid  J.  Jackfon  confidered,  and  declared  at 
the  time,  both  in  converfation,  and  by  letter 
to  Mr  Kemble^  to  be  only  optional  on  his  fide, 
and  no  part  of  the  agreement ;  and  by  no 
means  to  be  extended  to  another  feafon,  pro- 
vided the  parties  continued  together,  unlefs 
Mr  Kemble's  management  Ihould  be  approved 
of  by  the  faid  J.  Jackfon,  and  he  Ihould  confent 
to  a  continuance  of  the  fame  :  So  Mr  Kemble 
5^t  the  time  undcrftood  it,  and  fo  he  axpreffed 
1.12  it 
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it  in  his  firft  advertifement  to  the  public. 
So  Was  it  likewife  pointedly  ftipulated  in 
tlie  fcroll  drawn  up  by  Mr  Playfair.  A  pl:a- 
fant  kind  of  theatrical  partnerfhip  it  mnft 
have  been,  where  every  engagement,  or  ideal 
profit,  or  lofs,  muft  have  been  liable  to  be 
fettled  by  an  eight  months  arbitration,  or 
an  expenfivc  law  plea, 

But  no  reftridlion  is  placed  by  the  Ho- 
nourable Arbiter  upon  a  more  confequential 
part  of  the  bufinefs  than  that  of  the  falary  of 
an   adlor  of  perhaps  fifteen  ftiillings  a- week, 
which  might  have  merited  at  leaft  the  chance 
of  an  arbitration  ;  that  is,  a  controul  in  mo- 
ney matters.     Mr  Kemble  is  left  at  large  to 
eredl  caftles  on  the  ftage,  or  build  caftles  in 
the  air,  at  an  unlimited  e^^pence  ;  or  he  may 
bring  his  pageants,  that  have  been  exhibited 
through  the  various  country  towns  in  Eng- 
land ;  or  produce  old  fcenes  from  Newcaftle, 
that  originally  coft  him  L.5,  and  charge  for 
them  L.500.     Mr  Jackfon  could  have  no  re- 
medy from  the  decreet-arbitral,  but  acqui- 
^fcence.  Does  this  conftitute  an  equal  concern  ? 

SECONDLY^ 
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SECONDLY.  That  it  was  not  in  the  power 
of  the  faid  S.  Kemble,  to  defeat  the  rights  of 
the  faid  J.  Jackfbn,  to  an  equal  Ihare,  in  con- 
fequence  of  any  delay  on  the  part  of  the  faid 
J.  Jackfon  to  find  the  flipulated  fecurity, 
without  a  declaration  from  the  arbiter,  that 
he  was  entitled  fo  to  da  And  that  it  was 
not  in  the  power  of  the  faid  J.  Jackfon  to 
free  himfelf  bi  the  faid  obligation,  by  refuf- 
ing,  or  delaying  to  find  the  faid  fecurity. 


THIRDLY. 
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SECONDLT.  Mr  Kemble  did  however//?^ 
the  means  of  defeating  this  opinion  of  the 
arbiter's  \  for  the  feafon  pafled  away,  and  the 
Theatre  clofed,  without  the  faid  J.  Jackfon 
being  permitted  to  receive  any  part  of  the 
(lipulated  terms^ 

Mr  Jackson  never  did  refufe  to  give  the 
ftated  fecurity,  provided  the  terms  of  the 
miffive  had  been  fairly  and  honourably  ad- 
hered to ;  nor  did  he  fhew  the  leaft  defire 
to  recede  from  the  contradl,  till  Mr  Kemble 
had  broke  through  the  agreement  in  every 
inftance  j  and  till  the  feafon  was  fo  far  ex- 
haufted,  as  to  render  any  competent  recom- 
pence  for  the  injuries  Mr  Jackfon  had  fuftain- 
cd  by  the  delay,  impoflible. 

The  fecurity  exprefsly  agreed  upon,  was 
repeatedly  offered,  and  every  exertion  made 
on  the  part  of  the  faid  J.  Jackfon,  to  procure 
a  participation  of  the  joint  concern  in  the 
Theatre,  according  to  the  meaning  and  pre- 
cife  terms  of  the  original  agreement,  but 
was  conftantly  refufed. 

THIRDLT. 


Digitized  by 


GoO: 


>jf 


i>i  HISTORY    OF 

DECREET^ARBITRAL. 

I'HIRDLT.  Finds,  thai:  none  of  the  fa<5ls  cori- 
defcended  on  by  the  faid  J.  Jackfon,  particu- 
larly in  two  letters  by  him  to  the  Dean  of 
Faculty,  are  relevant  to  infer  a  departure  on 
the  fide  of  the  faid  S.  Kemble  from  the  agree- 
ment, or  to  enable  the  faid  J.  Jackfon  to  be 
free  of  the  contract* 

He  farther  finds,  that  in  all  the  fubfequertt 
fubmiflions,  and  converfations  with  the  arbi^ 
tcr,  that  Mr  Jackfon  infiftcd  on  hia  right  to 
have  his  bond  of  caution  accepted,  and  his 
right  to  half  of  the  emoluments  of  the  feafon 
declared :  and  that  the  plea,  taken  up  at  the 
lateft  hour  of  the  bufinefs,  of  being  free  from 
the  contrad,  was  unjuft,  and  could  not  be 
fuftaincd* 


FOURTHLY. 
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THIRDLY.  Was  the  rejcfling  the  ftipiilated 
fecurity,  no  breach  of  concracl  ?  Was  thj 
withholding  the  weekly  allowa'oce;  a  depri- 
vation of  benefits  ;  a  refufal  to  participate 
to  Mr  Jackfon  one  half  of  the  profits  of  the 
feafon  ;  the  excluding  his  family  from  their 
box ;  and  declaring  through  the  whole  fea- 
fon, that  the  faid  J.  Jackfon  had  nothing  to  do 
in  the  concern  :  were  thefe,  and  many  other 
injuries  and  infults,  too  numerous  to  men- 
tion, no  breaches  of  agreement  ? 

Mr  Jackson  did  certainly  ufe  every  means 
in  his  power,  to  bring  Mr  Kemble  to  a  fair 
and  equitable  accommodation,  at  the  com- 
mencement, and  during  a  great  part  of  the 
feafon.  But  after  he  found  all  was  in  vain, 
and  after  declarations  from  the  faid  S.  Kem- 
ble, inimical  in  every  fyllable  towards  the 
eftablifhing  a  friendly  intercourfe ;  particu- 
larly his  aflerting,  that  he  would  take  care  to 
run  Mr  Jackfon  in  debt  before'the  end  of  the 
feafon ;  (a  thing  very  eafy  to  accomplifli  in 
the  adjuftmerit  of  accompts,  where  there  w^as 
to.be  no  controllj  ;  and  after  his  affirming, 

*  M  m  .  that 
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FOURTHLY.  He  finds,  the  feafon  being  fini- 
flicd  without  lofs,  the  delay  that  took  place,  as 
to  the  fufliciency  of  the  caution  offered  by 
the  faid  J.  Jackfon,  would  be  attended  with 
no  lofs  to  the  faid  S,  Kemble, 

Therefore, 
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\\\2X  if  the  faid  J.  Jackfon  was  to  have  any 
concern  in  the  profits,  he  would  lliut  the 
houfe  the  momcrnt  the  rent  was  paid,  and 
not  fuller  his  fifter  to  come  down,  fo  as  to 
participate  any  advantage  to  Mr  Jackfon. 

Then  indeed  Mr  Jackfon  did  declare  to 
the  arbiter,  in  writing,  that  he  could  not  think 
of  giving  any  fecurity,  or  of  having  farther 
intercourfe  with  Mr  Kemble  ;  as  believing 
the  agreement  infringed  upon  arid  broken  al- 
together, on  the  fide  of  the  faid  S.  Kemble. 
This  was  on  the  18th  day  of  April,  which 
could  not  be  called  the  lateft  hour  of  the  bufi- 
nefs,  as  the  decreet-arbitral  was  not  given  till 
Auguft  9th,  a  fpacc  of  near  four  months  after. 

FOVRTHLT.  The  delay  was  not  on  Mr  Jack- 
fon's  fide,  but  obviouily  on  that  of  Mr  Kem- 
ble, in  not  accepting  of  the  fecurity,  agreed 
upon  originally,  and  fo  fettled  by  him,  before 
his  departure  from  Edinburgh. 

Mr' Jackson  did  offer  the  fecurity  as 
originally  fettled,  but  it  appears  that  Mr 
Kemble,  after  his  arrival  at   ShcfEcld,  had 

*  M  m  2  been 
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Thirefore,  with  confent  of  the  faid  S^ 
Kemblc,  finds  the  laid  J.  Jackfon  entitled  to 
one  half  of  the  free  profits  of  the  Theatre^ 
\vithout  making  any  allowance  to  tb^  faid 
S.  Kemblc,  or  Mrs  Kcmble  his  wife,  for  their 
performance. 

But  under  the  fpecial  provifo,  that  in  cafe 
the  faid  J.  Jackfon  Ihall  not,  within  fourteen 
days,  agree  to  implement  this  decreet-arbitral, 
and  every  part  thereof^  he  Ihall  ceafe  to  have 
any  right  to  a  fliare  of  his  profits  of  the  pre— 
fent.  year  ;  and  in  cafe  he  fhould  afterwards 
acquiefce,  or  be  compelled  to  perform  his 
part  thereof,  by  courfe  of  law  ;  in  that  cafe 
he  finds,  that  four  pounds,  a- week  to  Mr 
Kemble,  and  the  fame  to  his  wife,  fhall  be 
deducted  out  of  the  faid  J.  Jackfon's  fhare  of 
the  profits  of  the  feafon. 


FIFTHLT. 
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been  laduced  to  recede  from  that  part  of  the 
agreement.  He  fays  in  a  letter  to  Mr  Jack-^ 
fon,  from  thence,  "  I  am  direded  by  my 
friends,  not  to  accept  of  any  fecurity  but 
fuch  as  Mr  Gibfon  fliall  think  fuflicicnt." 

How  does  it  appear  that  the  feafon  palTed 
without  lofs  ?  The  facT:  certainly  was  fo,  but 
Mr  Kemble  has  been  careful  hitherto  to 
fhew  no  accompts  of  thofe  profits  to  Mr 
Jackfbn.  The  arbiter  does  not  fay  that  he 
faw  any  fuch  accompts  ;  and  his  decreet  nc- 
gledls  to  afcertain  the  amount. 

Should  Mr  Kemble  refufe  to  implement 
his  part  of  the  decreet-arbitral,  the  arbiter 
finds  no  penalty  againft  him^  No  vice  verfa 
in  that  cafe,  of  four  pounds  a-week  to  Mr 
Jackfon  and  his  wife,  to  be  deducfled  out  of 
Mr  Kemble's  half  profits.  The  arbiter  takes 
no  notice  oF,  and  gives  no  recompcnce  for  the 
lofs  and  diflrcfs  the  faid  J.  Jackfon  fulTered  by 
being  deprived  of  his  falary,  at  a  time  when 
Mr  Kemble  knew  well,  that  it  was  the  pnly 
refource  the  Aiid  J.  Jackfon  thc'n  had,  for 
the  daily  fubfilV^ce  of  himfelf  and  family. 

\  FIFJHLT. 
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FIFTHLT.Hq  finds  the  faid  S.  Kemble,  and 
the  faid  ].  Jackfon,  bound  to  continue  a  joint 
concern  in  the  Theatre  in  time  ccmiing^  precijdj 
on  the  fame  terms  as  for  the  prelent  year^ 
That  is  to  fay,  on  an  equal  participation  of 
the  free  profits,  finding  caution  for  perfor* 
mance,  &c.  &C4 


And 
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Fifthly.  How  can  this  article  be  .  in- 
forced  or  fulfilled  ?  The  houfe  is  at  the  dif- 
pofal  of  the  truftec  for  the  creditors ;  it 
Tvas  offered  by  him  to  Mr  Kemble  for  the 
faoie  rent,  and  refufed.  He  was  informed 
that  other  offers  were  made,  and  would  be 
accepted,  but  he  chofe  to  remain  filent. 

The  houfe  was  accordingly  advertifed  in 
the  public  papers  both  in  Edinburgh  and 
London,  and  taken  by  Mrs  Eften  at  L.  1000. 
Mr  Kemble  afterwards  offered  L.500,  which 
of  courfe  was  declined. 

Can  the  decreet-arbitral  then  compel  an 
impoffibility  ?  Or  how  is  this  part  of  it  con- 
formable to  the  miflive  ?  That  exprefsly  fay?, 
if  cither  inclines^  he  fliall  be  entitled  to  the 
fame  fliare  in  lime  coming  Docs  the  word 
incline  fignify  you  Jhall^  or  can  the  term  option 
be  converted  into  co??ipulfion?  Or,  could  that 
difficulty  be  got  over,  the  Theatre  is  now 
lety  irredeemably  fo,  and  confcquently,  either 
of  the  parties  concerned  being  leffee,  is  ren- 
dered impoffible. 

Here 
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And  in  cafe  the  faid  J.  Jackfon  fhall,  by  a 
fettlement  with  his  creditors,  or  otherwife^ 
regain  poiTefTion  of  the  Theatre,  he  fhall  be 
bound  and  obliged  to  communicate  the  fame 
to  the  joint  concern,  upon  receiving  L.500 
a-year  rent  for  the  two  Theatres  of  Edin- 
burgh and  Glafgow,  or  fuch  greater  fum,  as 
fhall  be  fixed  on  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  and  the  Right  Honourable  Henry 
Dundas. 
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Here  is  a  ftretch  of  power,  according  to 
my  humble  conception,  totally  inconfiftent 
-with.  law.  It  is  no  lefs,  than  the  wrefling 
by  violence,  L.500  a-year,  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  proprietor. 

This  is  alfo  in  direcfl  violation  of  the  for- 
mer part  of  this  very  fifth  article,  which  fays, 
that  the  parties  fhall  continue  "  precifely  up- 
on the  fame  footing  as  the  prefent  year." 
Now  to  be  precifely  upon  the  fame  footings  they 
mufl  enter  upon  the  fame  terms  ;  that  is,  a 
tack  of  the  Theatres  at  L.  1200  a-year  rent. 
Or  they  mufl  be  put  up  to  roup,  and  fetch 
what  they  will  bring.  If  the  parties  then 
become  tackfmen,  they  will  enter  upon  the 
fame  equal  terms. 

The  idea  of  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Hamil- 
ton, or  the  Right  Honourable  Mr  Dundas, 
becoming  arbiters,  or  airelfors,  of  the  rent  of 
a  Theatre,  is  inconfiftent.  They  never  would 
flep  forward  by  a  flrong  hand,  to  deprive  a 
fet  of  creditors  from  making  the  moft  of  an 
N  a  eftate 
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eftate  vefted  in  them  ;  or  to  prevent  the  fure- 
tles  from  making  good  their  obligations,  by 
getting  the  fame  rent  for  a  property,  which 
it  formerly  brought ;  or  at  leaft,  as  much  as 
it  would  fairly  and  openly  fetch. 

This  article  is  likewife  beyond  meafure 
ultra  viresy  as  never  fo  much  as  hinted  at  in 
the  miffive,  and  confequently  totally  out  of 
the  queftion.  It  is  alfo  obvioufly  unequal. 
The  fum,  which  it  muft  coft  Mr  Jacklbn 
to  regain  pofleffion  of  his  property,  will  a- 
mount  to  L.  7000.  Of  this,  by  the  dccrcct-ar- 
bitral,  he  is  to  give  Mr  Kemble  the  one  half. 

Now  fuppofe  the  Theatre  was  to  be  fold, 
and  Mr  Kemble  fhould  become  the  purchas- 
er, is  there  any  claufe  in  the  decreet-arbitral, 
that  f^iall  compel  Mr  Kemble  to  participate 
to  Mr  Jackfon,  the  one  half  of  the  property  ? 
Where  then  can  be  the  equality,  or  the  impar- 
tiality, of  this  part  of  the  decreet-arbitral  ? 

'    Nn2  SIXTHLT. 
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BECREEr-ARBJTRAL. 

SIXTHLY.  Finds,  that  it  ihall  not  be  com- 
petent to  the  pcrfon  refufing  to  bid  for,  or 
become  lefTee  of  the  Theatre,  in  oppofition  to 
the  party  willing.  And  repeats,  in  cafe  the 
faid  J.  Jackfon  regain  polleflion  of  the  Thea- 
tre, and  refufes  to  obtemper  this  decreet- 
arbitral,  he  Ihall  be  bound  and  obliged  to 
let  the  fame  to  the  faid  S.  Kenible,  for  a  rent 
of  L.500  a-year^  till  he  fliall  chufe  to  take  a 
joint  concern  with  him. 

SEVENTHL1\  Decrees  and  ordains  the 
party  refufmg  to  pay  a  fine  of  L.500  Sterl- 
ing* by  and  attour  performance. 
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OBSERVATIONS. 

.  SIXTHLY.  This  is  rendered  unneceflary,  as 
tlxe  Theatre  is  let,  and  cannot  therefore  be 
bid  fofr,  by  one,  or  the  other.  The  latter 
part  of  this  article  is  anfwered  in  the  objedions 
to  the  fifth  count. 


SWENTHLY.  It  is  left  to  the  learned  in 
the  law  to  determine,  how  far  a  penalty  is  here 
competent,  as  no  fuch  thing  is  mentioned  in 
the  miffive ;  and,  if  confiftent  with  the  agree- 
ment, on  which  fide  fhould  the  forfeit  be 
levied  ?  fhall  it  be  upon  him  who  has  been 
forcibly  thruft  out  of  the  concern,  and  de- 
prived of  every  participation  of  advantage 
rcfulting  therefrom  ?  or  upon  the  one  who 
has  enjoyed  the  whole  emoluments  of  the 
feafon,  without  the  fmalleft  hinderance  or 
mpleftation  from  the  injured  party  ? 


It 
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It  fhould  here  be  obferved,  that  the  mod 
material  part  of  the  agreement  in  the  mijivcy 
is  never  hinted  at  in  the  decreeUarbitral^  viz. 
That  the  profits  Ihall  be  divided  weekly. 
No  provifion  is  made  for,  or  the  lead  notice 
taken  of  this  claufe. 

And  although,  by  Mr  Kcmble's  oij^n  ftate 
of  the  agreement,  drawn  up  by  his  own  man 
of  bufinefs,  and  by  his  own  particular  order, 
eight  pounds  a-week,  and  two  char  benefits, 
were  to  have  been  enjoyed  by  Mr  Jackfbn, 
fo  as  to  have  placed  him  upon  terms  of  equa- 
lity with  Mr  Remble ;  yet,  deprived  of  thefe 
advantages,  which,  the  benefits  particularly 
in  bis  ftiuation,  could  not  have  been  of  very 
inconfiderable  import,  no  recompence,  not 
the  fmalleft  acknowledgement,  or  reftitution, 
is  allowed,  or  the  leaft  notice  taken  of  thefe 
deprivations  or  lofles  by  the  arbiter.  Can 
this  award  be  deemed  rational  or  reciprocal  ? 

In  fiiort,  the  Honourable  Arbiter,  inftead 
of  deciding  upon  the'  joint  miflives,  between 
the  parties  concerned,  has  formed  an  entire 
New  Agrbement,  compofed  of  articles  never 
fo  much  as  dreamt  of  by  them  at  the  time  of 
exchanging  thofe  miffives  ;  and  which,  thro' 
its  whole  tenor,  bears  not  the  fmalleft  fimili- 
tude  to  the  true  fpirit  of  the  original  contraS. 
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SECT.     XV. 

Treaty  with  Mrs  Atchmet — Her  charaEler  as 
an  a&refs — Value  of  divided  property  explained 
"^Mr  Colmans  Jhare  of  Covent  Garden-^^ 
Explanatory  remarks. 

On  a  rcperufal  of  the  foregoing  fheets,  I 
find  it  expedient  to  fubjoin  a  few  pages, 
not  only  by  way  of  explanation,  but  alfo 
to  add  frefh  matter,  which  had  either  efcap- 
ed  my  attention,  or  had  not  Iboner  come  to 
my  knowledge.  In  my  firft  addrefs  to  the 
Dean  of  Faculty,  I  mentioned  Mrs  Atchmet ; 
concerning  whom,  as  the  bufinefs  had  been 
difcuffed  before  the  arbiter,  and  as  my  obfer- 
vations  to  him  on  that  occafion  were  intend- 
ed for  his  perufal  only,  the  paflage,  to  a  gene- 
ral reader,  muft  therefore  appear  fomewhat 
obfcure,  and  confequently  demands  an  ex- 
planation. 

At  the  time  of  my  agreement  with,  Mr 

Kemble, 
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Kemble,  among  the  performers  engaged  to  me 
for  the  feafon,  I  mentioned  Mrs  Atchmet. 
I  told  him  that  fhe  was  not  in  articles, 
for  reafons  I  particularly  mentioned,  and 
which  have  been  already  explained ;  but  that 
I  looked  upon  her  being  with  me  as  a 
certainty.  Mr  Kemble  enquired  Mrs  Atch- 
met's  falary.  I  told  him  I  had  propofed  four 
pounds  a- week.  He  replied,  it  was  too  much, 
and  "  hoped  in  God  fhc  would  not  come ; 
for,"  fays  he,  *'  flie  is  exactly  in  Mrs  Kemble's 
and  Mrs  Whitlock's  way,  and  what  fliall  we 
do  with  her  ?'*  It  was  agreed  upon,  that  I 
Ihould  write,  and  give  him  the  earlieft:  in- 
timation of  her  refolves.  I  did  fo.  **  My  let- 
ter informed  him,  that  (he  thought  the  falary 
too  little.  I  added,  meaning  thereby  that  he 
might  have  an  opportunity,  if  he  chofe  it,  of 
making  her  a  farther  oStr^Jhewas  atSbrcwf^ 
bury ;  and,  in  the  inftant,  I  was  not  a  little 
pleafed  that  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  re- 
lieve him  from  an  engagement  he  then  deem- 
ed fo  great  a  burthen. 

At  our    firft    interview  with   the  arhllery 
when    every  thing  feemed  to    be    in    a  fair 
way   of  adjuftment,  Mr     Kemble  unexpec- 
tedly, 
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tedly,  and,  I  am  fure,  very  unjuftly,  laid  to 
my  charge  the  weaknefs  of  his  then  com- 
pany, affirming,  that  in  a  letter  to  him  at 
Sheffield,  which  he  would  produce  in  half 
an  bour^  I  had  exprefly  declared,  that  Mrs 
Atchmet,  was  engaged.  I  pointedly  denied 
theaffertion.  The  Dean  at  the  time  thought 
the  matter  of  fuch  confequence,  as  to  ad- 
journ the  meeting,  and  to  give  a  written 
ori(fr  that  this  letters  refpeding  Mrs  Atchmet 
Ihould  be  produced  by  both  parties.  I  com- 
plied*. Mr  Kemblc  did  not.  The  charge 
therefore  which  he  had  thought  proper  at 
Oo  that 

•  Letters  from  Mrs  Aichmct  to  Mr  Jackfon,  produced  to 
the  arbiter. 

London^  May  4.  1791. 

DBAR  SiRy 

"  From  a  knowledge  of  your  chara^cr,  and  a  ftrong  wifii 
I  have  long  had,  to  pay  a  vifit  to  Scotlandi  wh^n  you  have  a 
vacancy  fit  for  me»  I  would  be  happy  to  have  a  fituation  on 
your  ftage.  As  to  falary»  we  canU  differ,  as  I  would  leave 
that  entirely  to  ymrfetf.  1  requeft  nay  coroplimcnts  to  Mrs 
Jaddbn. 

C.  ANN  ATCHMET.'* 
No.  7.  Armdet'Jinet,  Strand. 

I  iRrLXBOythat  1  (hould  be  happy  to  fee  her  in^dlnburgh, 
and  would  give  her  a  falary  equal  10  her  merit.  I  alfo  left 
it  to  her  option,  if  (he  was  not  engaged  in  the  fummer,  to 
join  the  company  at  Aberdeen.  This  Mrs  Atchmet  de- 
clinedi  as  (he  did  not  chufe  to  come  fo  far  north ;  but  accepted 

of 
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that  period  to  alkdge  againft  mc,  was  not 
fubftantiated  ;  and  the  blame  for  any  deficU 
ency  in  the  company  of  1792^  mull  confc* 
quently  be  all  bis  own. 

With  refpec^  to  Mrs  Atchmet's  motive 
for  changing  her  intention  of  paying  a  vifit 
to  Edinburgh,  I  leave  it  to  the  decifion  of  the 
reader,  on  comparing  her  two  letters  in  the 
notes,  which  are  inferted  for  that  purpofe. 

Mrs  Atchmet,  of  whom  I  am  fpeaking,  was 
a  pupil  of  Mr  Why te's,  an  emin9nt  fchoolmaf- 

ter 


of  mj  offer  at  Edinburghi  and  wiflied  to  be  informed  whea 
the  houfe  opened.     In  this  (itnation  matters  Oood»  when'  my 
agreement  with  Mr  Kemble  tock  place.     On  lSx%  Atchmet's 
being  acquainted  with  the  falary  I  propofed,  and  the  change  tf 
TNafiOPcnnnt^  I  was  favoured  with  the  following  ktter : — 

Shretvjbury^  Novetnhcr  14.  1791. 
.  Dear  Su, 
<*  I  BELIEVE  70U  mud  be  fenfible  it  would  not  be  in  m]r 
power  to  undertake  fuch  a  journejr ,  and  provide  fuch  dreffcs 
as  I  wear,  for  the  terms  you  have  offered.  I  bejj  yon  will 
make  my  compliments,  and  thanks  acceptable  to  Mrs  Jacklbn» 
for  her  polite  offer  of  attention.     And  am. 

Your  obliged, 

C.  ANNATCILMET." 

J.  Jadf>n^  Theatre  Rojal^  Edinburgh. 
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ter  in  Dublin*.  She  madfc  her  firft  appear- 
ance on  the  Crow-ftreet  ftage  in  that  city, 
in  the  part  of  Imoinda.  I  was  accidentally 
one  of  the  audience  that  evening.  Her  figure 
was  unexceptionable,  and  her  abilities  pro- 
mifing.  She  fuccceded  in  the  profeflion ;  and 
continued  upon  the  fame  Theatre,  fupplying 
a  principal  line  of  characters,  for  fome  feafons. 
I  faw  her  afterwards  in  iS/>  Harry  Wildair. 
She  looked  the  eafy  elegant  man  of  fafhion, 
iand  her  performance  through  the  part  was 
pleafing.  Her  call  is  foft  tragedy  and  genteel 
comedy. 

My  not  acceding  to  the  terms  of  Mr  Bif- 
fct's  fcroll,  as  altered  from  the  original  miC- 
five,  was  not  becaufe  I  wiflied  to  interfere  in 
the  ftage  management  for  the  feafon  ;  that  I 
had  by  choice  declined,  having  occafion  to 
attend  to  matters  of  another  nature.  My 
obje(5tion  was  founded  upon  very  different 
principles  ;  it  was,  becaufe  I  could  not  bring 
myfelf  to  confent  to  a  redudlion  of  a  revcr- 
fionary  property  of  confiderable  value. 

O  6  2  The 

*  Samuel  Wh  jte,  Efq;  preceptor  of  the  grammar  fchoali 
Grafton  ftreet,  DaUia. 
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The  property  of  a  Theatre,  divided  into 
fhares^  with  the  right  of  management  tacked 
only  to  oHe;  that  individual  {hare,  £b  ad* 
vantaged,  becomes  of  infinitely  more  value 
than  any  of  the  others.  Few  theatrical  peo- 
ple would  wifh  to  embark  in  a  fcheme  where 
they  could  have  no  fway  in  the  conduifl  of 
it ;  and  where  their  money  muft  be  hazarded 
upon  the  caprice  of  another. 

As  an  inftance  of  the  validity  of  the  above 
reafoning,  I  fhall  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that 
when  Mr  Col  man  retired  from  the  manage- 
ment of  Covent  Garden  Theatre,  the  quarter 
fhares,  of  which  he  poffeffed  one,  were  efti- 
mated  at  about  L.  15,000  each.  But  the  right 
of  management,  being  an  appendage  by  an 
original  contradl  to  Mr  Colman  s  fhare,  it 
confequently  fold  for  more  than  L.  20,000.  If 
my  information  was  correifl  at  the  time,  I 
think  the.  pur  chafe  was  L.  2  2,000. 

By  the  fame  rule,  the  theatrical  property  of 
Edinburgh,  being  divided  into  halves,  and  the 
right  of  management  attached  to  one  of  them, 
that  half,  fo  circumftanced,  will  be  of  courie, 
at  leuft  one  third  more  valuable  than  the 
other.     The  idea,  therefore,  that  I,  who  was 

fo 
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fo  well  acquainted  with  theatrical  matters, 
fliould  run  with  my  eyes  open  into  fo  ruin- 
ous a  meafure,  can  only  be  equalled  in  abfur- 
dity,  by  holding  out,  that  when  I  was  going 
to  enter  into  a  partneiihip  for  a  year  in  the 
rent  of  a  houfe,  I  was  bargaining  to  alienate 
the  one  half  of  the  property^  and  expedations 
of  myfelf  and  family^y&r  ever. 

" •  Crcdat  Judeus  appdh:^ 

Nofucb  thing  was  ever  fpoke  of,  or  hinted, 
by  cither  myfelf  or  Mr  Kemble,  at  the  time 
of  exchanging  the  miflives  ;  nor  had  I  heard 
the  leaft  fuggeftion  of  fo  extraordinary  a 
claim,  at  the  time  I  addreffed  my  two  letters 
to  the  arbiter ;  the  fubjeft,  of  courfe,  was  not 
mentioned  in  either  of  them  ;  nor  till  I  read 
the  fcroU  of  the  decreet,  had  I  the. leaft  notion 
that  fuch  an  extravagant  idea  could  be  ftart- 
cd ;  and  therefore  had  no  previous  opportu- 
nity of  difcufling  the  queftion. 

It  will  be  neceflary,  before  I  take  leave  of 
the  fubjedl,  to  apprife  the  reader,  that  while 
my  affairs  with  my  creditors  remained  un- 
fettled,  Mr  Kemble,  who  had  contrived  to 
make  himfelf  y&/p  in  the  leafe,  invariably  ob- 
je<5led  to  my  having  any  concern  with  him ; 

but 
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but  no  fboner  had  I  fettled  the  compofition, 
and  had  a  profpcifl  of  regaining  pofleflion  of 
my  property,  than  he  began  to  change  his  tone. 
He  then  confented  to  allow  me  to  become 
a  partner  with  him,  on  certain  conditions, 
in  the  pajl  feafon^  provided  I  would  give  up 
to  him  one  half  of  my  property  for  ever.  Is  it 
polfible  for  any  impartial  reader  to  blame  me 
for  declining  a  bargain  fb  confefledly  un- 
equal ? 

While  my  compofition  was  pending,  Mr 
Kemble  ufed  every  effort  in  his  power  to  pre- 
vent  it ;  and  when  he  was  at  lafl  informed, 
that,  contrary  to  his  expedations,  it  was  com- 
pleted, he  exclaimed,  "  I  could  never  have 
thought  it :  That  is  the  worfl  news  I  have 
heard  fince  I  came  to  Edinburgh  *!" 

Reader, 

•  It  is  evident,  thai  when  Mr  Kemble,  with  his  ufual 
liberality  and  carjout^  made  this  verj  Chriftian*like  declara- 
tion,  he  had  not  the  fmalleft  idea  of  po0efling  a  claim  opon 
xny  property.  His  views  of  equalization  had  not  at  that 
period  been  fo  far  advanced.  From  November  2.  to  March 
the  1 6th,  when  he  was  plcafed  to  make  that  fingolar  declara- 
tion, was  a  fpace  of  fourteen  weeks,  daring  all  which  time 
Mr  Kemble  had  not  embibed  the  new  light  of  an  equal  parti- 
cipation.  He  would  otherwife  have  exclaimed,  with  propriety, 
*«  That  is  the  heft  nenus  1  have  heard  !**  For  fo  it  muft  have 
been,  if  my  agreement  had  obliged  me  Xx^  divide  the  pn)perty 
between  us. 
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Header,  comment  upon  that  ! 

The  worft  news  that  Mr  Kemble  had  heard 
fince  he  came  to  Edinburgh  was,  that  a  man 
in  misfortunes  (hould  be  able  to  compromife 
*with  his  creditors,  and  retain  bread  for  his 
children.  To  a  mind,  fufceptible  of  fo  un- 
charitable an  idea,  I  fhould  recommend  the 
following  lines  of  a  great  poet : 

**  Ne'er  be  elated,  while  one  man's  opprefs'd  j 
**  Never  deje£led|  while  another's  blefs'd." 

Reports  having  been  induftrioufly  circu- 
lated, that  the  leafe  of  the  Theatre,  for  the 
prefent  year,  had  been  privately  let  to  Mrs 
Eften,  with  an  intention  to  difappointMr  Kern- 
ble's  right,  under  the  decreet-arbitral ;  and 
that  I  had  ftipulated  a  participation  of  the 
profits  under  that  leafe,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  I  fhould  have  been  entitled  to  from  him, 
had  he  fulfilled  his  agreement  with  me; 
I  find  it  neceffary,  in  explaining  my  tranf- 
adlions  with  Mr  Kemble,  to  contradiifl  thofe 
reports;  and,  by  permiflion  of  the  truflee,  to 
recount  the  circumflances  attending  Mrs 
Ellen's  leafe^  in  which  I  have  no  intereft  or 

.  concern 
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concern  whatever,  farther  than  the  advan* 
tage  which  may  refult  from  the  rent,  after 
the  compofition  to  my  creditors  fhall  be  fa« 
tisfied. 

I  SHALL  candidly  confefs^that  the  principles 
of  the  decreet  appeared  to  me  fb  very  difierent 
from  the  intention  of  the  original  agreement^ 
that  I  had  determined  to  have  no  concern  in 
a  future  leafe  of  the  Theatre,  rather  than  be 
involved  in  a  partncrfhip,  upon  terms  fb  very 
unequal,  aujd  from  which  I  plainly  forefaw  the 
mod  ruinous  confequences ;  and  this  my  in- 
tention, as  the  reader  has  been  informed, 
I  communicated  both  to  the  arbiter  and  Mr 
Kemble,  before  the  decree  was  ifTued  j  at  the 
fame  time,  I  mufl  declare,  that  had  it  been  in 
my  power,  which  it  was  not,  I  would  not 
have  ufed  any  intereft  to  prevent  his  getting 
the  leafe,  as  the  higheft  bidder  j  at  an  inferior 
rent,  I  certainly  fliould.  For  whatever  my 
private  opinion  of  Mr  Kcmble's  mode  of  adl- 
ing  might  be,  my  own,  and  my  family's  in- 
tereft, was  interwoven  with  that  of  my  credi- 
tors ;  and  it  is  obvious,  the  higher  the  rent, 
the  fooner  thefe  would  be  paid,  and  thofe  once 
more  provided  for. 

Ik 
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In  my  prefence,  long  before  the  time  for 
letting  a  new  leafe,  he  was  offered  the  Theatre 
for  one,  or,  I  believe,  for  two  years,  at  the 
fame  rent ;  but,  for  reafons  not  then  divulged, 
he  declined  the  propofd. 

It  appeared,  that  by  paragraphs,  induftri- 
oufly  circulated  in  the  London  papers,  where 
a  competition  for  a  leafe  of  the  Theatre  was 
only  to  be  expedled,  that  effecflual  meafures 
had  been  ufed  to  prevent  any  theatrical  per- 
fon  from  offering,  provided  a  public  fale  had 
taken  place  ;  and  from  what  afterwards  hap- 
pened, it  was  evident  that  Mr  Kemble  had 
formed  a  plan  to  procure  the  leafe  at  a  rent 
of  L.  500  :  or  at  leaft,  that  the  holders  of  the 
patent  fhould  fix  the  rent,  inftead  of  allowing 
the  Theatres,  like  any  other  property,  to  bring 
a  fair  price  in  the  market ;  a  plan  which  Mr 
Kemble  had  no  title  to  infill  upon,  more  than 
any  other  perfon  whatfocver ;  and  which,  I 
have  no  doubt,  from  the  annexed  papers,  will 
appear  in  itfelf  unjufl. 

At  a  general  meeting  of  creditors,  held  the 
2 1  ft  of  Julylaft,  thefe  fads  were  ftated,  when 
the  truftecs  were  authorifed  to  let  the  Theatres, 

P  p  either 
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either  by  public  roup  or  private  l>argain,  as 
they  Ihould  judge  neceflary  ;  and  at  this  meet- 
ing Mr  Kemble's  agent  was  prefcnL  The 
leafc  was  immediately  advertifed  in  the  differ* 
em  Edinburgh  papers,  and  in  fome  of  thofein 
London. 

The  tiuftees  having  received  no  offer  from 
Mr  Kemble,  entered  into  an  agreement  with 
Mrs  Eflen ;  and  the  report  of  their-  condud 
was  communicated  to  the  creditors,  at  a  meet- 
ing called  for  that  purpofc,  on  the  3dof  Septem- 
ber, where  a  memorial,  containing  a  flatement 
of  the  tranfadion,  was  laid  before  them*. 

The  creditors,  after  confidering  this  me- 
morial, with  every  obje(Sion  that  Mr  Kem- 
blc's  agent  could  fuggeft,  approved  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  truftees,  and  authorifed 
them  to  carry  the  tranfacflion  into  effeiElj  to 
publifh  their  approbation  in  the  ncwfpapers, 
and  to  tranlrnit  a  memorial  of  the  cafe  to  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton  and  the  Right  Honourable 
Mr  Dundas,  as  holders  of  the  patent. 

It  may  be  proper  to  inform  the  public, 
that  the  Duke  gave  a  diredl  confent  to  the 

leafe, 
♦  Sec  Appendix,  No,  XL 
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feafe,  and  Mr  Dundas,  the  other  truftee, 
has  declareiin  writing,  that  he  will  not  inter- 
fere in  the  matter  on  the  prefent  occafion. 

The  reader  will  not  probably  be  inclined 
to  believe,  that  Mr  Kemble  could  form  fo 
wild  a  fcheme,  as  that  of  compelling  a  body 
of  creditors  to  accept  of  a  rent  which  was 
inadequate  to  the  value  of  the  fubjecfl,  from, 
which  they  were  to  expe(5l  payment,  and,  of 
courfe,  to  inrich  himfelf  at  their  expence. 
That  he,  however,  did  fo,  appears  from  his 
letter  to  the  truftees,  whofe  reply,  for  the 
reafbns  there  dated,  put  a  diredl  negative  up- 
on it. 

I  SHALL  requeftthe  reader  to  decide  whe- 
ther the  truftee,  in  juftice  to  the  truft  repof^ 
ed  in  him,  could  have  adled  otherwife,  I  muft 
certainly  have  deemed  his  conducft  highly 
reprehenfible,  had  he  accepted  of  £,500  from 
any  perfon  whatfoever,  when  he  could  have 
procured  L.iooo,  And  I  can  hardly  fuppofe 
there  is  a  fingle  creditor,  or  a  difintcrefted  in- 
dividual among  the  ^orld  at  large,  that  would 
diflent  from  this  opinion. 

P  p  2  Whether 
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Whether  Mr  Kemble's  claim  intitles  him 
to  the  fupport  of  the  public,  in  pretending  to 
open  a  Theatre,  in  oppofition  to  that  eftabli- 
flied  by  law,  which  has  ferved  for  the  enter- 
tainment of  this  metropolis  for  ahxioft  thirty 
years,  and  which  he  has  pubUckly  adver- 
tifed  his  intention  of  doing,  contrary  to  the 
exifting  laws  of  the  kingdom,  I  leave  to  the 
reader's  determination.  In  order  to  be  en- 
abled to  decide  upon  the  fubjecl  with  preci- 
fion,  I  am  humbly  of  opinion,  that  I  cannot 
conclude  the  prefent  fubje(5l  better,  than  by 
laying  before  the  pubhc  an  abftradl  of  the 
penal  ftatutcs  relating  to  theatrical  reprefen- 
tations  in  Scotland, 

Statute,  iitb  Q^een  Anns, 

Entitled,  "An  avflfor  the  more  effectual 
puni thing  rogues,  vagabonds,  fturdy-beggars, 
and  vagrants/' 

"  That  all  perfons  pretending  themfelves 
to  be  patent- gatherers,  or  collcdlors  for  prifons, 
goals  or  hofpitals,  and  wandering  abroad  for 
that  purpofe  ;  all  fengers,  bear- wards,  com- 
mon players  of  interludes,  minftrels,  jugglers, 
&c.  &c,  fliall  be  deemed  rogues  and  vaga- 
bonds/' 

"  That 
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**  Th  at  any  perfon  apprehended  as  a  rogue 
or  a  vagabond,  may,  if  the  juftice  or  juftices 
thinl?:^  proper,  be  ordered  to  be  ftripped  nak- 
ed from  the  middle,  and  openly  whipped^ 
until  his  or  her  body  be  bloody ;  or  may  be 
ient  to  the  houfe  of  corredlion,  there  to  be 
kept  at  hard  labour  j  or  to  the  common  goal 
of  the  faid  county,  there  to  remain  until  the 
next  quarter  fefCon,  to  be  holden  for  the  faid 
county," 

lotb  G£ORGE  11.  February  i.  1736. 

"  Whereas,  by  an  adl  of  parliament  made 
in  the  twelfth  year  of  her  late  majefty  Queen 
Anne,  it  was  enaded,  "  That  all  perfons  pre- 
tending themfelves  to  be  pateijt-gatherers,  or 
collecSlors  for  prifons,  goals,  or  hofpitals  ;  all 
fencers,  bear- wards,  common  players  of  in- 
terludes, and  other  perfons  therein  natned 
and  exprefled,  Ihall  be  deemed  rogues  and 
vagabonds. 

*^  And  whereas  feme  doubts  have  arifen, 
concerning  fo  much  of  the  faid  adl  as  relates 
to  common  players  of  interludes  ;  now,  for  ex- 
plaining and  amending  the  fame,  be  it  de- 
clared and  enaded,  that  from  and  after  the 

a4th 
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24th  day  of  June  1737,  any  perfon  who  {hall 
for  hire,  gain,  or  reward,  a<5l,  reprefent,  or 
perform,  or  caufe  to  be  adled,  reprefented,  or 
performed,  any  interlude,  tragedy,  comedy, 
opera,  play,  farce,  or  other  entertainment  of 
the  ftage,  or  any  part  or  parts  thereof,  in  cafe 
fuch  perfon  Ihall  not  have  any  legal  fetde- 
'  ment  in  the  place,  where  the  fame  (hall  be 
adled,  reprefented  or  performed,  without  au- 
thority, by  virtue  of  letters  patent  from  his 
Majcfty,  or  a  licence  from  the  Lord  Cham- 
berlain, (hall  be  deemed  a  rogue  and  a  vaga- 
bond, and  fhall  be  liable  to  all  fuch  penalties 
and  punifhments  as  are  appointed  by  the  faid 

aa. 

"  And  be  it  further  enaded,  that  if  any 
perfon  bavbig^  or  net  havings  a  legal  fettlement 
as  aforefaid,  fhall,  for  hire,  gain,  or  reward, 
a(5l,  reprefent,  or  perform,  or  caufe  to  be  per- 
formed, &c.  Every  fuch  perfon  fhall,  for  fuch 
offence,  forfeit  the  fum  of  fifty  pounds.  And, 
in  cafe  the  fifty  pounds  be  paid,  fuch  offender 
fhall  not,  for  the  fame  offence,  fuffer  any  of 
the  pains  or  penalties  infliifled  by  the  faid 
recited  a<fl.** 

"  Anb 
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"And  for  offences  committed  in  that  part 
of  Great  Britain,  called  Scotland,  by  adlion  of 
fummary  complaint  before  the  Court  of  Sef- 
fion  or  Jufticiary  there ;  or  for  offences  com- 
mitted  in  any  part  of  Great  Britain,  in  a  fum- 
mary  way,  before  two  juftices  of  the  peace, 
for  any  county  or  place  where  the  offence 
fhall  be  committed,  by  the  oath  or  oaths  of 
$»c  or  more  witneffes,  to  be  levied  by  diflrefs, 
the  overplus  to  be  returned ;  and  for  want 
of  effei^s,  to  be  put  to  the  houfe  of  corre<flion, 
or  county  goal,  to  hard  labour,  for  any  time  . 
not  exceeding  fix  months :  one  half  of  the 
penalty  to  the  informer,  the  other  to  the  poor 
of  the  parifh. 


loth  George  III.  c.  27. 

"  An D,  whereas  a  licenced  play-houfe  is  much 
wanted  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom  called 
Scotland,  be  it  therefore  further  enadled,  That 
itfliall  and  may  be  lawful  to  his  Majefty,  his 
heirs  and  fucceffors,  to  grant  letters  patent, 
for  eftablifhing  a  theatre  or  play-houfe  in  the 
city  of  Edinburgh,  or  fuburbs  thereof,  whicli 
fliall  beintitled  to  all  the  privileges,  and  fub- 
jccled  to  all   the  regulations   to   which  any 

theatre 
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theatre  or  play-houfc  in  Great  Britain  is  in- 
titled  and  fubjededV 

Anm  28/i&  Georgii  III.  1788. 

"  An  act  to  enable  juftices  of  the  peace  tp 
licence  theatrical  reprefentations  occafionally, 
under  the  reftriiflions  therein  contained. 

"  That  it  fhall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for 
the  juftices  of  the  peace  of  any  county,  to  grant 
a  licence  for  the  performance  of  fuch  tragedies, 
comedies,  interludes,  operas,  plays,  or  farces, 
as  now  are,  or  hereafter  fhall  be  a6led,  per- 
formed, or  reprelented,  at  either  of  the  patent 
or  licenced  theatres  in  the  city  of  Weftminfter^ 
or  as  fhall,  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  law, 
have  been  fubmitted  to  the  infpedlion  of  the 
Lord  Chamberlain,  fb  as  fuch  place  be  not 
•within  twenty  miles  of  the  cities  of  London^ 
Wefimwfter^  or  Edinburgh ^ 


•  Tne  orij^inal  patent  was  granted  September  2.  1767,  and 
rrntsrcd  O^-jbcr  12.  1788. 
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SECT.     XVI. 

The  Gentle  Shepherd — Obfcrvqtions  upon  it — Its 
eftimation  as  a  paftoral — As  a  ftage  perform 
mance-^Its  introdu&ion  upon  the  Canongate 
Theatre — Cafe  of  Drummond  the  printer — 
Effects  thereof  upon  the  f  nances  of  the  Theatre 
at  the  time^^pon  flage  prejudices  in  general. 

In  a  recital  of  the  dramatic  occurrences  of 
the  city  of  Edinburgh,  there  are  two  circum- 
ftances  that  cannot  be  pafled  filently  or  fu- 
perficially  over :  Thefe  are,  the  introdudlion 
of  the  Gentle  Shepherd^  and  the  performance 
of  the  tragedy  oi  Douglas^  already  mentioned 
in  our  account  of  the  Canongate  Theatre. 

The  merits  of  thofe  pieces  are  fb  well 
known  and  cflablifhed,  as  to  render  any  com- 
ment upon  them  almoft  unneceflary.  Thefirft, 
confefledly  in  the  higheft  flile  of  paftoral, 
Ihould  rather  be  clafTed  among  the  poetic,  ' 
than  the  dramatic  works  of  the  prefent  cen- 
tury.    But  the  mode  in  which  it  found  its 

Q^  way 
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way  to  the  ftage,  the  eftimatiQii  it  acquired^ 
its  future  coafequenccs,  and  the  local  popu- 
larity it  (till  continues  to  retain,  muft  ever 
claim  for  itfelf  and  its  author,  a  diftinguiih- 
ed  ftation  in  the  Scottiih  Stage  lift. 

It  was  firft  uJhered  into  the  world  as  a 
bucolick,  under  the  title  of  Patib  and  Ro^ 
GEU.  The  author*,  as  is  well  known,  com.- 
pofcd  this  paftt^ral  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  Psntland  Hills^  amidft  diat  nadve  fim« 
plicity  he  fo  truly  repreferits.  Some  old 
people,  I  am  infonxied,  are  yet  living  iil  thofc 
fequeftered  folitudes^  wiio  ftmember  hearing 
him  recite  his  own  verfcs^  i&om  wiiom  they 
learnt  many  of  his  foogs  by  rote,  and  (6 
transferred  them  to  their  children,  the  fliep- 
hcrds,  which  they  joyaufly  chant,  at  dui 
day,  among  the  ruftic  fccncry  the  poet's  pen 
fo  delightfully  pidured. 

Aftee 

•  Allan  RaixiAy,  the  author  of  tht  Gentle  Shepherd,  and 
fnme  other  beautiful  Scots  pocm^,  was  a  bookfi^Uer  to  the 
front  of  the  Luckenboeths.  He  had  a  dramatic  torn,  and, 
I  find,  had  fbwic  concefiion  with,  or  intercft  in,  the  propertj 
and  fixtures  of  the  room  in  Carzubber^  Clofe,  while  it  was 
occupied  as  a  Theatre.  He  was  father  to  Ramfaj  the  cele- 
brated painter. 
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AfI^ei.  die  troubles  of  forty-five,  before 
the  heat  of  party  bad  fubfided,  a  priater, 
Called  Robert  Druxnoaond,^  kaTing  publifhed 
a  fatyrical  poem  againft  the  Duke  of  Cum« 
berland  and  other  refpedable  charadlers  of 
the  Whig  intereft^  waa  profecuted  before 
the  magilbrates  for  the  fame,  who  fentenced 
him  to  the  pillory,  and  a  year's  baniihment 
fronx  the  city  of  Edinburgh*.  The  refult 
Q^q  2  of 

♦  *•  November  174?.  A  defamatoiT  poem  haTing  appeared 

ahout  the  Kiiddlib  of  Nofomber»  fisreral  of  the  copies  were 

(eutedf  and  Robert  Drummond  printer  wafr  ukeo  up,  accufed 

of  being  the  publiiher.    The  bailies,  before  whom  the  matter 

was  brought,  found)  that  the  poem  comamedmanyfcandalousy 

rtdkiout,calomilioos,aiid  maficioQtetpreffi<Mi<9  tending  molk 

uojttftlx  tn  defame  Geovge  Drmnmond,  Efq;  prtfrnt  Lord 

ProToft  of  Edinburgh,  Walter  Oroffet,  infpcdor^general  of 

the  cuftoms,  Principal  Wiffaart»  MeflVs  Logan,  "Glen,  and 

Wc^fteiv  aittiftert  of  £didbttrgh,  and  others  of  Oil]  higher 

iui4  moTft  refpe^lable  charadersi  and  that  it  was  publiflied 

and   printed  by  the  faid  Robert  Dmmmond.    Therefore, 

they  ordained  him  to  be  carried  to  prifon,  and  thence,  on  the 

^5th  of  NoTtmber,  betwixt  the  hours  of  twelve  and  one^  to 

the  croft  of  Edinburgh,  Acre,  to  ftand  bare  headed,  with  a 

label  on  his  bread,  infbribed  thas,yjr  printing  and  puhlijhing^ 

Mfglfctjcandahus,  and  defamatory  l/M,  till  all  the  copies  fetzed 

of  the  poem,  fliould  be  burnt  bj  the  hangman  ;  then  to  lie  in 

prHbn,  till  he  fliould  give  bond  to  remove  out  of  the  city  and 

liberties^  and  not  return  for  a  year,  on  pain  of  L.  loc  AerliBg* 

add 
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of  this  judicial  decree,  was  the  fhutting  up 
the  printing-office  of  the  unfortunate  citizen, 
and  leaving  idle  his  apprentices  and  journey- 
men. 

Among  '  thefe  arrangers  of  types,  thus 
thrown  out  of  employment,  were  fome,  who, 
by  their  familiarity  with  letters,  had  nccefla- 
rily  acquired  the  art  of  reading.  They  natu- 
rally,therefore,  applied  to  the  ftory books.  Jack 
the  Giant-Killer,  and  others,  they  found  lying 
about,  for  their  an^ufement.  An  edition  of 
the  Gentle  Shepherd  had  been  printed  by 
their  mafler  a  fhort  time  previous  to  his  con- 
finement ;  one  of  the  copies  of  that  work  fell 
into  their  hands.  They  ftudied  fome  of  its 
detached  fcenes,  and  at  length,  aflbciating 
with  others  of  their  own  clafe  in  life,  they 
formed  themfelves  into  a  company,  got  pcr- 

fea 

and  fiifiPering  imprtfonment  till  the  remainder  of  the  year  was 
run ;  and  to  be  deprived  of  the  privileges  of  a  freeman  for  a 
year.  An  application  w;is  made  \o  the  Court  of  Jufliciary 
for  an  alteration  of  this  feotence,  but  without  cffeA.  He 
vas  accordingly  brought  to  the  crofs  on  the  23  th,  and  the 
copies  burnt  before  him ;  and  then  he  was  carried  back  to 
prifon"  '        Scots  Mag.  1747  p.  553' 
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feifl  in  the  whole  opera*;  and,  having  ob- 
tained the  manager's  leave  to  perform  it 
upon  the  Theatre  then  in  the  Canongate, 
for  the  benefit  of  their  mafter,  they  acquit- 
ted thcmfelvcs  fo  well,  as  to  procure  permiC- 
fion  to  repeat  it. 

The  punifliment  of  the  printer  being 
upon  party  principles,  and,  at  that  period, 
rather  an  unpopular  meafure,  the  objedl  of 
the  charity  had  a  ftrong  and  favourable 
claim  to  the  attention  of  the  populace.  On 
the  firft  night's  perYormance  of  the  opera, 
the  houfe  was  crowded  in  every  part ;  and  it 
was  repeated  feveral  fucceflive  nights  to  fuch 
numerous   audiences,  that  tiers   of  benches 

of 

•  Dramath  Pirfonx  of  the  Gemic  Shepherd,  when  per- 
formed  by  the  Printers. 

^/>  miiiam  Worthy,       '—       _     #  John  Hamilton  ; 
Patie,  (AGoldfmiih,)         John  Chri (lie ; 

Roger,      (Aa  Excifcman,)        John  Chapman  j 

GUuJf         —         —  •  Robert  Fleming ; 

Symon^  —  —  •  John  Livlngfton  j 

Bauldy,  _  —  ♦  George  Rankin. 

^<g^»  ( A  Goldfmith,)  William  Forrcft ; 

r^;^  ^^*\  ""  *  Alexander  Stcw^rt'5 

FJfpa,    3  ,' 


Maufe^  _ 

Jf^iny^  ^ -^^ 

Thofc  marked  thu$  »  w^rc  Drummond's  printers. 
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^ere  eredted  upon  the  (b^e  for  the  accotii'^ 
modation  of  the  fpedatorsf  • 

A  PA^SAOB  ill  a  prologue^  1749,  ^  from 
).  HarriSj  by  Mr  Philips  riding  on  an  afs/* 
I  jJrefume,  alluded  to  this. 

H  in  the  gallery,  fide  boxes,  on  tbejagi,  in  the  pit, 
'«  What's  ydnr  critic,  your  Ui8L\Xf  your  keeper,  your  wit.** 

Scots  Ma«* 

BV  this  unexpeded  adventitious  aid,  th^ 
diftreffes  of  the  printer  were  in  fomc  meafure 
rdieved,  and  the  finances  of  the  manager  for 
the  feafon  augmented.  But  a  more  durable, 
aiid  general  advantage,  was  the  Confequence 
of  thefe  rcprcfentations  of  the  Gentle  Sbep* 
berd^  to  the  Scottifti  Stage* 

The  multitude,  being  thus  dragged^  as  it 
Wcrei  by  the  joint  principles  of  charity  and 
party  zeal,  to  the  intcrdided  regions  of  plea- 
fure,  they  were  induced  to  tafte  the  forbid^ 
den  fruit,  and,  pleafed  with  the  rclifh,  they 

fed^ 

\  Mr  Atnot  cilU  ihcin,  **  occafional  galleries  over  the 
ftagc*,"  but  they  were  ranges  of  feats  on  elch  fide,  from  the 
ftage  door  to  the  firft  wing  5  fo  that  the  performers  could 
fnake  their  entrances  and  exits,  and  the  fcencry  work  ia  the 

fecnti-c. 

•  HiftorJ'  of  £dmbur|b,  p.  3iS. 
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fed  plenteoufly.  Finding  themfelves  not  poi'^ 
ftmtd  by  the  fwectt,  they  returned  to  ihi^ 
feaft  with  an  increafed  appetite,  and  brought 
with  them  frefli  gucfts  to  p^itake  of  thf  «n« 
ticing  &re. 

The  firft  firoke  at  the  rooted  prejudices, 
that  had  fo  long  prevailed  againft  the  (ba^ 
reprefentations  in  Scotland,  was  thus  given 
by  the  prodKwftion  of  a  native  b^krd,  ^nd  the 
interveimon  of  accident 

Mr  Gali-ender  revived  the  Gentk  Sbep^ 
hcrdy  I  believe,  in  1 754,  in  a  very  refpc<5lablc 
ilile.  Recourfe  was  however  obliged  to  b« 
had  to  auxiliaries,  to  fupply  fbmc  of  the  cha^ 

radlers, 

•.Gentle  Shepherd,  as  performed  bj  Mr  Callcnder*!  company, 

Zir  William  Worthy^  Mr  Holland  J 

.   Patiet        —  .^         Mr  Oigges ; 

Roger^         -^  -^        •  Mr  Thomfon  5 

Sjmon^        ^p^  —            •Mr  Niven  \ 

Olaudi         —  —            Mr  Evans; 

Bfltddjf        -^  —            Mr  Lancafliire. 


Peggy, 

— 

^         ♦  MUi  Currie  j 

Jernij, 

— 

—         Mrs  Ward ; 

MMufe, 

^ 

—        Mrs  Harnilion; 

mi. 

— 

—        •Mrs  MiUcr; 

Madgft 

— . 

—        •Mrs  MiUer. 

Tbofe  marked  •  wera  not  belonging  to  the  compasj-. 
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radlers.  Scarce  a  feafoa  has  fince  pafled  with- 
out a  repetition  of  the  opera  :  but  the  affift- 
ance  of  the  towns-people  has  conftantly  been 
called  in  for  fbme  chara<5ler  or  other,  as  it  is 
alofiofl:  an  impoffibility  for  a  company  of  co- 
medians, feledled  from  England,  to  fill  up 
the  parts  with  propriety,  particularly  before  a 
Scotch  audience. 

I  FIND  an  odlavo  publication  of  this  piece 
in  1725.  The  author  favoured  the  world 
with  a  quarto  edition  of  it  in  1728.  And  it 
was  beautifully  reprinted,  in  large  quarto,  by 
Foulis  of  Glafgow,  1788,  with  a  variety  6f 
charadleriflic  prints,  local  views,  and  a  buft 
of  the  author,  by  IVIr  Allan. 

This  piece  was  lately  modernifed,  and  de- 
corated with  an  Englifli  garb*  j  but,  deprived 
of  its  native  phrafeology,  its  peculiarity  of 
idiom,  and  its  melodious  fimplicity,  it  funk 
beneath  the  fupcriority  of  the  original  work. 
For  whenever  the  Gentle  Shepherd  is  meant 
to  charm,  either  in  the  clofet,  or  on  the  (lage, 
it  muft  be  in  the  words  and  airs  of  Allan 
Ramsay. 

•  By  Richard  Ticklf ,  E  q;  It  was  ably  executed,  ftrongly 
caft,  and  excellently  performed  at  tlic  Theatre  Royal,  IXrury 
Lane. 
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SECT.    XVII. 

Obfer'vations  upon  the  tragedy  of  Douglas — The 

Reverend  John  Home  prof ecuted  as  the  author 

<f  the  play— And  other  miniftersfor  being  pre^^ 

fent  at  its  reprefentation-^The  tragedy  vindi^ 

catedfrofti  the  imputations  and  criticifms  of  the 

.prejhytery. 

Al-lriioirGH  the  firft  impreflion  had  been 
inade  againft  the  ftrong  holds  of  thea- 
trical prejudice,  by  the  fuccefsful  exhibi- 
tions of  the  Gentle  Shepherd;  the  coup  de  main^ 
to^the  before  impregnable  fortrefs  of  fuperfti- 
tion  and  prevalent  ideas,  fo  difa[dvantageous 
to  ftage  reprefentations  in  general,  was  left  for 
the  pen  of  the  Reverend  John  Home,  the  au- 
thor oi  Douglas y  firft  performed,  as  we  men- 
tioned in  its  place,  upon  the  Canongate  ftage 
in  1756*. 

Rr  The 

•  See  page  31. 
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The  prefbytery  of  Scotland,  as  formerly 
obferved,  had  joined  in,  or  rather,  led  the  cry 
againft  all  dramatic  reprefentations,  notwith- 
flanding  their  having  confefTedly  originated, 
in  modern  Etirope,  from  their  own  body  *. 

For  a  member  of  holy  orders  to  be  feen 
within  the  walls  of  a  play-houfe,  was  anathe- 
matized by  their  allemblies  as  a  crime  of  the 
deepeft  die.  What  then  muil  have  been  their 
indignation  and  aftonifliment  to  be  informed,, 
that,  in  open  violation  of  their  moft  pofitivc 
injundlions,  a  clergyman  of  the  church  of 
Scotland  had  not  only  prefumed  to  write  a 
dramatic  compofition,  but  had  procured  it  to 
be  reprcfented  upon  the  unlicensed  Theatre 
of  their  metropolis ! 

They  proceeded  immediately  to  the  ftrong- 
eft  and  moft  violent  meafures.  They  fum- 
moned  before  the  aflembly,  fuch  members 
of  their  community  as  had  dared  to  be  feen 
within  the  doors  of  the  excommunicated  fa- 
bric; publickly  cenfured  them,  and  fufpend- 
cd  one,  pro    tempore^  from  his   paftoral  of- 

ficcy 

♦  S€c  page  4, 
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flee  * ;  they  alfo  ordered  circular  letters  to  o^ 
ther  prcfbyteries,  enjoining  rigorous  meafures 
againft  all  fuch  clergymen,  under  their  ju- 
rifdidlions,  as  had  prefumed  to  be  prefent  at 
fuch  a  profane  reprefentationf . 

The  play  itfelf,  they  mod  violently  decried, 
as  a  blafphemous  'producflion  of  immoral 
tendency,  and  furnilhing,  by  its  cataftrophe, 
an  encouragement  to  fuicide. 

The  author,  the  Reverend  John  Home, 
minifter  at  Athelftonford,  was  cited  to  appear 
before  his  ov^n  prcfbytery,  at  Haddington,  on 
the  5th  of  April.  He  excufed  himfelf  till  the 
iftof  May,  when  he  aflured  them  he  would 
attend.  They  allowed  him  the  indulgence, 
with  certification,  that  the  prefbytery  would 
proceed  to  judgment  at  the  time  appointed, 
without  further  delay,  which  they  ordered  to 
be  intimated  to  Mr  Home  by  letter. 

Rr2  On 

*  Mr  White  minifter  of  Liberton,  was  fufpendcd  from  hit 
paftoral  ofiice,  from  January  iih  to  February  2d,  the 
fcntence  having  been  intimated  from  the  pulpit,  by  Mr  War- 
den, moderator  of  the  pre{bytt?ry. 

Scors  Mac.  Vol.  xii.  p.  47. 

f  See  appendix,  No.  XV !• 
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On  the  meeting  of  the  prefbytery  at  Had- 
dington, on  the  appointed  day,  Mr  Home  rc^ 
qucfted  a  further  indulgence  of  a  week.  They 
referred  the  whole  matter  to  the  fynod  at 
Edinburgh,  which  was  to  meet  on  the  xoth, 
and  adjourned  themfelves  till  the  fame  day 
at  Edinburgh,  that  Mr  Home  might  hare  an 
opportunity  of  attending,  if  he  thought  pror- 
per.  The  prefbytery  accordingly  met,  and 
Mr  Home  attended ;  but  no  minute  was  en- 
tered upon  the  bulinefs. 

The  afiair  came  before  the  fynod  at  Edin- 
burgh on  the  1 2th,  and  was  remitted  to  the 
prefbytery  at  Haddington  for  want  of  form. 
At  thi$  meeting  Mr  Home  did  not,  for  what 
reafons  we  do  not  pretend  to  affign,  think  it 
advifeable  to  appear.  He  preached  his  fare- 
wel  fermon  at  Athelftonford,  to  his  congrega- 
tion there,  on  Sunday,  June  the  5th,  when 
many  of  them  were  bathed  in  tears,  and  on 
Tuefday  the  7th,  gave'm  his  demiffion  to  the 
prefbytery  of  Haddington. 

But,  although  the  author  of  the  perfor- 
xnance  in  queflion  deigned  not  to  appear 
finally  to  the  fummons  of  the  prefbytery,  up- 

om 
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^n  his  own  account,  he  was  not  negledlful 
in  defence  of  his  friend.  He  attended  in  his 
•place,  as  a  member  of  the  aflembly,  and  fup- 
ported  the  caufe  of  his  brother  minifter  with 
CTeat  firmnefs.  He  declared,  that  if  there 
was  any  fault,  it  lay  not  at  the  door  of  the 
defendant,  but  at  his  own,  with  whom  the 
crime  had  originated :  and  concluded  his  ob- 
fervations  in  the  words  of  the  unfortunate 
Nifus. 

•*  ^dfum  qui  feci;  in  me  convert  it  ef err  um^ 
**   TCantum  infelicem  nimium  delexit  amicum^ 

ViR.  i^N.  L.  ix.  V.  427^ 

V  Me,  me,  he  cried,  turn  all  your  rage  alone 
"  On  me ;  the  faft  confefsM,  the  fault  my  own ; 
••  His  only  crime  (if  friendfliip  could  offend) 
**  Is  too  much  love  for  his  unhappy  friend." 

Dryden* 

These  lines,  fo  applicable  to  the  fituation 
of  the  fpeaker,  thus  pleading  in  defence  of  a 
fuffering  aflbciate  in  his  own  caufe,  made 
a  fenfiblc  impreflion  upon  fome  of  the  judges, 
and,  in  all  probability,  mitigated  the  fentence 
againft  Mr  Carlyle*,  the  only  one,  except  the 

author, 

♦  "  The  fynod  docs  by  this  fentence  df  dare  their  high  dif- 
pleafurc  with  Mr  Carlylc,  for  the  ftep  he  has  ukcn  in  going 
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author,  they  feem  moft  ftrenuaufly  to  have 
purfued ;  whofe  puniftiment,  had  it  not  been 
for  Mr  Hume's  interference,  might  pofiibly 
have  proved  more  fevere  than  a  reprimand 
from  the  prefbytcry,  and  a  confedion  of  coi\- 
trition  and  penitence  from  himfelf. 

Before  the  conclufion of  the  year  {iyS7)> 
Mr  Sheridan,  then  manager  of  the  Dublin 
Theatre,  and  father  to  the  prefent  Mr  Sheri- 
dan, fent  over  to  Mr  Home,  in  London,  a 
gold  medal,  of  ten  guineas  value,  with 
an  infcription,  acknov^ledging  his  fingular 
merit  in  having  enriched  the  EngUfh  Stag« 
with  the  tragedy  of  Douglas. 

The  prefbytery  of  Glafgow  coincided  with 
that  of  Edinburgh,  lamenting  the  melancholy 

faa 

to  the  Theatre  ;  aod  ftriftly  injoin  him  to  abftain  therefrom 
in  tiiQe  coming." 

Mr  Carlyle  faid,  "  he  received  the  admonition  and  injunc- 
tion of  the  fynod  with  refpeft.  He  was  forry  for  the  offence 
he  had  given  ;  and  hoped  he  (hould  never  give  the  fynod,  or 
any  other  judicature  of  the  church,  occafion  to  call  him  before 
ihem  again  for  fuch  a  piece  of  condu^*' 

Sc«Ts  Mag.  Vol.  xix.  p.  91S. 
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faiStdiat  there  fhould  have  been  a  tragedy  writ- 
ten by  a  minifter  of  the  church  of  Scotland  j 
and  repeating  the  erroneous  affertion  in  the  ex^ 
bortation  of  the  prefbytery  of  Edinburgh,  that 
ftage  reprefcntations    had  been  condemned 
by  the  church  in  all  ages*;   recommending 
it  t€>  the  General  Aflembly  to  enquire^  whe- 
ther a  tragedy,  called  t)ouglas^  written  by  a 
minifter  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  had  been 
^  procured  to   be   ena<Sted"  an  the  Canon- 
gace  Theatre ;  whether  or  not,  certain  mini- 
fters  of  the  gofpel  had  been  prefent  at  fuch 
reprefentation;  and  praying  them  to  give  fuch 
dtredlions,  as  in  their  wifdoms  may  be  deem- 
ed neceflary,  "  that  fuch  minifters,  and  all 
others,  may  be  fenfible,  that  the  church  of 
Scotland  will  never  proted  her  members  in 
a    pra(5lice  fo  unbecoming  their  charader^ 

and 

*  This  aileitton  muA  have  proceeded  from  mifix^or- 
matton.  It  has  already  been  (hewn,  that  plays  in  mo- 
dem Europe  originated  from  the  church,  (page  4.)  and 
federal  theatrical  pieces  had  been  compofed  by  the  members 
of  it.  Add  to  theie  ;  Buchanan  wrote  Japthesfjive  vofum, 
tragedluj  and  Bttftiftes^ftvs  calumnsat  tragedia  ;  bolides  tranlla,* 
ting  the  Medea  and  Alceflis  of  Euripides,  Mtkon  wrote  Sam^ 
fin  jfgomfles^  and  C^mus^  a  maik  ;  and  the  General  AfTcmbiy 
of  the  church  of  Scotland   ezprellly  admitted  of  theairv- 
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and  of  fuch  pernicious  tendency  to  the  great 
interefls  of  religion^  induftry^  and  virtue  *• 

By  this  overftrained  exertion  of  authority, 
the  paftors  being  expelled  from  forbidden 
ground,  their  flocks,  excited  by  the  impulfc  of 
curiofity^,were  induced  to  overlook,  and  at 
length,  overleap  the  pale,  where  they  broufed 
through  interdidled  lawns,  upon  before  un- 
tafted  ftiootSj  indulging  in  a  novelty  that 
infufed  a  mingled  gratification  of  rationality^ 
information,  and  pleafiirei 

An  author,  on  the  fame  fubjed,  writes^ 
"  The  public  attention  leading  people  to  con- 

fult 

cal  exhibitions*  provided  the  fubjeiS  was  not  fcripturaL  Btok 
rf  Univerfal  Kirk^  p.  1 4  5,  1 61. 

The  tragedy  o^  Douglas  could  not  be  clafTed  under  this  de- 
fcription.  Sc  Paul,  after  his  converfion,  and  confequently  while 
a  profcfTor  of  Chrtilianity,  quotes  a  paifage  from,  a  Grecian 
poet ;  "  For  in  him  we  live,  and  move,  and  have  our  being ;" 
dj  certain  alfo  of  your  orxsn  poets  have/aid^  "  For  wc  arc  alfo  his 
offspring,'*  Afts  xvi.  28.  which  (hews  his  refpedl  for  poetryt 
and  the  opinion  in  which  he  held  it.  Nay,  he  inferted  in  the 
facred  text,  foch  were  his  ideas  of  ftage  compofttions,  a  verfe 
from  a  play  (the  Thais  of  Menander)  which  dill  ezifts, 
**  Be  not  deceived  :  evil  communications  corrupt  good  man- 
ners," I  Cor.  XV.  33. 

•  Sec  appendixi  No.  XVII. 
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fiilt  their  own  reafon,  in  a  good  manner  dif- 
fipated  the  prejudices  which  had  hitherto 
fubfifted  againft  the  ftage/'  Thus,  a  ftrik- 
ing  leflbn  was  afforded,  "  that  extravagant 
and  unfuccefsful  attempts  to  enflave  the 
minds  of  men,  mud  be  produdlive  of  increa- 
fing  liberality  of  fentiment*." 

The  fame  newfpaper,  the  Edinburgh  Cou- 
rant,  which  contained  the  ful  mi  nations  of 
the  prefbytcry  againft  the  performance  of 
Douglas^  advertifed  the  repeated  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  play,  with  material  iterations  by  the 
author.  It  ftill  kept  its  ground,  has  conti- 
nued to  be  adled  in  every  Theatre  in  the  three 
kingdoms  ;  and  Mr '  Home,  the  author,  is 
looked  up  to  with  the  higheft  refpe(5l, 

To  enter  into  a  particular  defcription  of  the 
merits  or  defedls  of  this  piece,  would  be  llep- 
ping  out  of  our  way.  But  as  it  wears  fo  ftrong 
a  feature  in  the  work  in  which  we  are  em- 
barked, we  cannot  avoid  at  lead  noticing  the 
official  and  marked  objecflions  to  it,  as  thrown 
out  by  its  oppofers  at  the  time. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  proceedings  againft 
Sf  the 

^  Arnot's  Hillory  of  Edinburgh,  p.  378. 
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the  author,  and  other  mini fters  *,'v/ho  attend- 
ed the  reprefentation,  it  appeared  in  proof, 
by  depofitions  laid  before  the  prefby tery,  that 
a  player,  in  the  charadler  of  the  Shepherd^ 
fwore  by  bim  that  died  on  the  accurfcd  tree  \\ 
that    another,    in   that    of    Glenalvon^    laid, 

"  No  pricft  !  No  prieft  I  I'll  rift,  eternal  fire  !'* 
and  that  a  third,  in  that  of  Lady  Barnard^  or 
Lady  Randolph  |,  kneeled  down,  and  put  up 
fome  prayers. 

Whether  the  above  pafTages  were,  or 
were  not,  improperly  introduced  by  Mr 
Home,  is,  and  indeed,  was  at  the  time  need- 
lefs  to  difcufs,  as  they  were  fupprcfled  by  the 
author,  no  doubt,  with  the  aflent  of  his  breth- 
ren, after  the  firft  night's  performance,  and 
never  appeared  in  print. 

The 

•  MefTfs  Ciflyle  of  Inv^rcHc,  Rome  at  Polwarth,  Scot 
at  Wcftruther,  Dyfart  at  Ecclcs,  Cupp!c$  at  Swinton,  Stcd 
at  Stair,  and  White  of  Llberton. 

f  ••  By  him  that  died  on  the  accurfed  tree,'*  was  an  cxpreP 
fion  taken  nearly  verbatim  from  an  old  Englifli  ballad,  cal- 
led «  Adam  Bdl  C!ym  of  the  Clough." 

See  Reliques  of  Ancient  Poetry, 

X  The  name  of  Lady  B^rnard^  heroine  of  the  play,  was 
changed  to  Lady  Randolph^  on  its  firft  repreftntatiorl  ii 
London. 
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The  kneeling  oi  Lady  Barnard^  fince  Lady 
'Randolph^  is  an  adlion,  ad  lihitem^  of  the  ac- 
trefs,  and  may  be  adopted  or  omitted,  accord-  / 

ing  to  her  judgment  or  feeling,  on  the  occa-  / 

Hon.  It  is  a  part,  however,  of  the  mechanifm 
of  flage  buiiiiefs,  which  has  conftantly  been 
pra<flifed  in  a  variety  of  fccnes  of  agitation, 
rage,  or  diftrefs,  by  our  firfl  adlors,  and  was 
no  doubt,  fo  originally  arranged  by  th,e  mo- 
narch of  the  Eririfh  drama,  ^hc  queen  of 
Henry  the  Sixth,  when  compelled  to  give  up 
her  children,  that  were  afterwards  murdered 
by  the  Ufurper,  cries, 

^«     ■  To  heav'n  I  leave  'cm  ! 


'*  Hear  ^e,  yc  guardian  powers  of  innocence  ! 
**  Awake  or  fleeping,  oh,  protcft  'cm  ftill*." 

The  Duchefs  of  York,  throwing  herfelf 
upon  her  knees,  alfo  before  Richard^  exclaims, 

**  Then  hear  mc,  heav'n  I  and  heav'n,  at  his  laft  hour, 
**  Be  deaf  to  him,  as  he  is  now  to  me*." 

And  on  the  repeating  the  following  lines, 
containing  one  of  the  grand  articles  of  the 
church's  cenfure,  by  the  Lady  Randolphs  I 
have  feen, 

S  f.3 

•*  O !  thou 
•  Richard  III.  Afl  4. 
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•'0  1  thou  all  righteous  and  eternal  king  !* 

"  Who  father  of  the  fatherlefs  art  callM, 

•*  Proteft  my  fon — Thy  infpiration,  Lord  ! 

•*  Hath  fill'd  his  bofom  with  that  facrcd  fire, 

"  Which  in  the  breads  of  his  forefathers  burn*d  : 

•*  Set  him  on  high  like  them,  that  he  may  Ihinc 

"  The  ftar  and  glory  of  his  native  land  : 

**  Then  let  the  minifter  of  death  defcend, 

'*  And  bear  my  willing  fpirit  to  its  place" — 

The  flillnefs  of  the  houfe,  the  folemnels  of 
the  appeal,  the  fupplicating  attitude  of  the 
imploring  matron,  with  declining  head,  ex- 
tended arms,  and  uplifted  eyes,  could  not  fail 
to  infufe  into  the  breads  of  the  furrounding 
auditors,  the  mixed  effufions  of  benignity, 
and  devotional  fcnfations,  the  natural  impulfc 
of  fo  fublime  a  fcene. 

It  was  objecfled  by  its  reverend  oppofcr^, 
that  its  plot  had  an  immoral  tendency, 
and  that  its  cataftrophe  promoted  the  crime 
of  fuicide.  In  my  Humble  opinion,  in  both 
thefe  points  of  view,  it  furnifhcs  principles 
the  very  reverfe.  The  only  fault  we  find 
imputable  to  Lady  Randolph,  was  the  "  tak- 
ing an  oath  equivocal."  She  fwore  not  to 
commit  what  Ihe  had  already  committed.    She 

was 
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was   married  to   Douglas^   when  her   father 
"  queftioned  her,"  Lady  Randolph  confefles, 


Alone,  forfaken,  faint, 


"  Kneeling  beneath  his  fword,  fault'ring  I  took 

**  An  oath  equivocal,  that  I  nfc'er  would 

**  Wed  one  of  Douglas^  name^     Sincerity, 

"  Thoa  firft  of  virtues,  let  ao  mortal  leave 

"  Thy  onward  path  !  although  the  earth  ftiould  gape, 

**  And  from  the  gulph  of  hell  deftruAlon  cry, 

••  To  take  diffimulation's  winding  way." 

From  a  confcioUs  remorfe  of  her  duplici- 
ty of  condud  to  a  parent,  (he  naturally  breaks 
out  into  this  ftiort  inference, 


This  nnoral  learn, 


*•  This  precious  moral,  from  my  tragic  tale." 

In  confequence  of  tier  firft  fatal  fecret,  her 
huiband  having  fallen  in  battle,  Ihe  vs^as  com- 
pelled to  foUow^  it  up  with  another,  that  of  the 
birth  of  her  fon ;  who,  though  miraculoufly 
faved  from  the  flood,  w^s  fuffered,  from  that 
fatal  fecret  of  being  unknown,  to  fall  by  the 
machinations  of  a  villain. 

Whereas,  had  her  cbndudl  been  fair,  filial, 
arid  open,  her  fon  might  have  been  acknow- 
ledged J 
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Icdged ;  he  might  have  lived  aijd  ^ouriflied 
at  the  head  of  his  illuftrious  hne^  the  protec- 
ting guardian  of  his  kindred  and  his  name. 

That  the  tragedy  held  o\it  in  its  conclufion^ 
a  pernicious  tendency  to  felf-flaughter,  we  look 
upon,  from  the  forgoing  reafons,  to  be  equal- 
ly ill  founded.  The  a6l  of  fuicide,  even  up- 
on heathen  principles,  cannot  be  juftified. 
The  voluntary  refignation  of  life  by  CatOj 
though  a  patriot  and  a  Ropnan,  has  its  qppo- 
fers  as  well  as  its  defenders,  and  coiitinues  to 
this  day,  an  undecided  fubje<5l  in  the  fcholaf- 
tic  themes.  But  in  a  Chriflian,  the  abetting 
its  principles  muft  be  adjudged  a  crime  of 
the  blackeft  die.  On  this  fubjedl,  I  have  be- 
fore decidedly  exprefled  m^yfelf.  Eldred^  in  the 
tragedy  of  that  name,  in  endeavouring  to  diJP- 
fuade  his  daughter4n-law  from  her  rcibWc* 
upon  felf-deftrudlion,  decries  the  deed  a$, 

« A  foul  attack 

"  On  heav'ns  prerogative  ;  a  theft  agaioft 

**  The  Moft  Supreme,  which  forely  would  inthral  thee— 

"  Life  for  a  life  is  human  forfeiture  ; 

*'  But  he  who  robs  the  gods  of  his  own  being, 

"  Though  he  evade  his  mifcries  on  earth, 

*•  To  keener  pains  muft  be  confign'd  hereafter.*' — 

Eldred,  as  IV.  p.  3. 

Thi 
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The  guilt  of  fuitide  being  admitted,  let  us 
^e  how.  far  the  author  of  Douglas  falls  under 
the  cenfare  as  an  abettor  of  the  crime. 

Lady  Randolph^  as  before  obferved,  by  her 
dtJCeption  and  difobedience  to  a  parent,  had 
becnt  reduced  t6  the  deplorable  fituation  in 
which  flie  leaves  us  in  the  laft  fccne  of  the 
play  ;  we  ^re  afterwards  informed, 

**  She  ran,  flie  flew  like  lightning  up  the  hill, 
**  Nor  halted  till  the  precipice  flie  gain'd, 
*•  Beneath  whofe  lowering  top  the  river  falls, 
**  Ingulph'd  in  rifted  rocks  :  thither  flie  came, 
**  As  fcarlefs  as  the  eagle  lights  upon  it  : 
**  Oh  I  had  you  fee  n  her  laji  def pairing  look! 
•*  Upon  the  brink  flic;  flood,  and  cafl.  her  eyes 
*•  Down  on  the  deep  :  then  lifting  up  her  head 
"  And  her  white  Ijands  to  heav'n,  feeming  to  far, 
•*  Why  am  I  forc'd  to  this  ?  fiie  plunged  hcrfeif 
**  Into  the  empty  air."  ., 

Thus  periflied,  in  a  fit  of  defperation,  a 
wretched  mortal,  ■  reduced,  by  her  own  miJp- 
condudl,  to  the  utmoft  pitch  of  human  mi- 
fery. 

Is  the  circumflance  out  of  nature  or  un- 
common ?  We  hear  of  luch  melanctioly  truths 

daily. 
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daily-  Is  the  author  culpable  for  infertin^ 
fo  natural  a  circumftance  ?  As  well  may  we 
acCufe  the  holy  writ  of  encouraging  fuicide^ 
by  recording  the  death  of  Saul*. 

I  HAVE  in  a  former  publication  obferved, 
that,  "  perhaps  the  reafon  why  fo  many  tra- 
gedies are  concluded  unhappily,  is  the  diffi- 
culty of  faving  the  principal  characfler  with 
propriety.  The  bowl  and  dagger,  a«  Dryden 
oblerves,  are  always  ready  to  relieve  an  2ca^ 
thor,  when  he  is  at  a  lofs  to -complete  his  ca- 
tartrophe. 

"  Many  fubjedls,  hifloric  fadts  efpectally^ 
will  not  admit  of  a  fortunate  conclufion. 
But  I  (lill  contend,  that  where  a  writer  has  it 
in  his  power,  and  can  bring  it  aliout  with 
propriety,  it  muft  give^  a  greater  degree  of 

fatisfacflion, 

•  **  Then  faid  Saul  unto  his  armour- bearer,  draw  thy 
fv^^ord,  and  ihruft  me  through  therewith,  left  theTe  uncir^m- 
cifsd  come  and  thruft  me  through,  and  abure  me.  But  hii 
armour-bearer  would  not ;  for  he  was  fore  afraid :  therefore 
Saul  took  a  fword  and  fell  upon  it. 

**  And  when  his  armour-bearer  faw  that  Saul  was  dead, 
he  felllikewifc  uponJiis  fword,  and  died  with  him."  i  Samuel 
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fatisJFa^lion,  to  fee  an  opprefled  or  diftrefled 
hero  rewarded  for  his  virtues,  than  to  behold 
innocence  fall  a  victim  to  the  machinations 
of  villainy*." 

It  would  not  perhaps  have  been  an  eafy 
matter  for  the  critic  to  poiqt  out  the  mode 
of  contriving  a  happy  termination  to  the  tra- 
gedy of  Bouglas^  without  a  much  greater  vi- 
olation of  the  rules  of  poetical  juftice,  than 
had  been  objedled  to  by  the  learned  di- 
vines. Had  Douglas^  with  his  youthful  agi- 
lity and  fire,  been  permitted  to  have  efcaped 
the  aflaflin's '  ftab,  and  the  play  had  finilhed 
with  the  exaltation  of  Douglas^  and  the  hap- 
pincfs  of  Lady  Randolph^  it  muft  have  proved 
a  bad  lefTon  to  female  youth,  by  difcouraging 
the  pradlice  of  "  ftncerity^  tbejirft  of  virtues^^^ 
in  their  tranfadlions  with  a  parent. 

It  would  likewife  have  deprived  the  audi- 
ence of  thofe  fympathifing  fenfations  of  for- 
row  attendant  upon  fcenes  of  diftrefs,  and 
the  author,  of  prefenting  the  w^orld  with  one 
of  the  beft  fhort  epilogues  we  ever  remem- 
ber to  have  heard ;  in  which  he  obfervcs, 

T  t  "  —— .  That 

*  Prctace  to  Eldrcd. 
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That  pity  is  the  belli 


**  The  nobleft  paffion  in  the  human  bread  ; 

**  For  when  its  facred  dreams  the  heart  o'erflow^ 

*•  In  gufhes  pleafure  with  the  tide  of  wo ; 

*•  And  when  the  waves  retire,  like  thofe  of  Nile, 

**  They  leave  behind  them  fuch  a  golden  foil, 

■*  That  there  the  virtues  without  culture  grow, 

**  Here  the  fwcet  blofibms  of  affedioQ  blow/' 

The  play,  it  mufl  be  obferved,  with  all  it^ 
imperfedlions  on  its  head,  and  the  oppofitioa 
formed  againft  it,  which  did  not  perhaps 
operate  much  in  its^  disfavour,  was  received 
by  all  ranks  of  people  with  the  ftrongeft 
marics  of  applaufe,  and  repeatedly  perfonned 
feveral  fucceeding  nights  ;  its  run^  to  make 
ufe  of  a  ftage  phrafe,  being  unprecedented  in 
that  era ;  and  while  a  relifh  for  theatrical 
entertainments  fliall  pervade  the  tafte  of  a 
Britifh  audience,  the  tragedy  of  Douglas  fhall 
remain  a  flanding  difh  at  the  dramatic  feaft 
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SECT.     XVIII. 

f.ffeEls  of  the  tragedy  of  Dwghs  upon  J  be 
authors  purfaiis^-^It'S  original  caft  in  Covent 
Gardcn-^Mrs  WoJJington — -As  an  a&refs—' 
Her  Jigure^^^  Anecdote  of  Mr  Holland  in  Hum^ 
Id-'^Mr  and  Mrs  Tales- — The  author  s  intro^ 
du&ion  to  Mr  GarricL 

My  ttteatrical  purfuits,  at  an  early  period  t)f 
iifc,  embibed  an  energy,  if  not  their  origin, 
from  a  reprefentation  of  the  tragedy  of  Doug^ 
Jas ;  and  my  future  career,  through  the  vari- 
0\is  ftage  gradations,  was  connedled  wkli, 
jaud  greatly  afFe(5led  by  it* 

This  play  was  among  the  carlieft  of  thofe 
dramatic  exhibitions  I  beheld  on  my  arrival 
in  London.  It  was  on  the  iirft  night  of  its 
performance.  I  was  mod  forcibly  ftruck 
with  Mr  Barry  in  the  Toung  Hero.  I  mud 
indeed  have  been  devoid  of  every  fpark  of 
fenfacion,  if  I  had  fat  an  unafFedled  fpedlator. 
Whoever  had  an  opportunity  of  beholding 
that  celebrated  acflor  in  the  zenith  of  his  the- 
T  t  a  atricid 
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atrical  powers,  cannot  poffibly  have  forgot 
the  wonderful  efFeds  of  his  fafcinating  facul- 
ties. My  ideas  were  not,  however,  confined  to 
the  fenfations  of  pleafure  I  enjoyed  from  be- 
holding the  performance,!  envied  the  applaufc 
t>f  the  a<2on  Having  perfoi'med  George  Barn^ 
well  while  at  fchool,  with  fome  degree  of  ap 
probation,  I  deemed  myfelf  not  unequal  to  the 
tafk;  and  to  have  been  permitted  to  enz^iTct/tig 
Norval^  with  the  moijjier  I  beheld,  would,  at 
that  inftant,  have  been  the  fuUeft  gratification 
ofmywifh. 

The  play  was  fuperbly  and  fancifully 
dreffed,  but  without  the  leaft  badge  of  na- 
tional diftindtion..  Mrs  Woffington  was  the 
Lady  Randolph*' ;  who  looked  and  moved  the 
charader  flie  reprefented  mod  divinely  :  a 
peculiar  tone,  with  fome  degree  of  harflinefs 
in  the  voice,  was  her  only  drawback  from 
perfection.  It  yet  remained  for  the  vaft  ex- 
cellence 

•  Gaft  of  the  tragedy  of  Douglas,  wjicn  firft  broBght  out  at 
the  Theatre  Royal  Covcnt  Garden,  March  14.  1 75  7. 
Douglas,  —  —  B^^yJ 

Ghnahon,        —  —  Smith; 

Lord  Ramklfh,  —  —  Ridout ; 

OUNorval,         —  —  Sparks; 

Lady  Randolph,  —  —        Woffington: 

\  infcrt  this  from  memory,  but  I  thixJk  it  is  corrcft^ 
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•ellcace  of  Mrs  Barry,  who  afterwards  per- 
formed the  part  tipon  the  fame  ftage,  to  come 
up  to  the  ideas  of  the  audience  in  that  imri* 
vailed  charadler ;  to  reprefcnt,  in  apparent 
reality^  the  figure,  voice,  and  feelings  of  the 
fuppofed  Lady  Randolph^  and  to  place  the 
tragedy  of  Douglas  in  the  fijft  llation  of  dia- 
matic  compofitions, 

Mrs  Woffington  was  at  one  period  the 
favourite  of  Mr  Garrick*,  in  whofe  prrflfe  he 
compofed  the  fong  of  Lovely  Peggy,  wluch 
in  my  remembrance  was  generally  fung,  and 
exceedingly  popular  j  beginning  with  this 
ilanza, 

"  Once  more  I'll  tune  the  vocal  fhell, 
"  O'er  hills  and  dales  my  paffion  tell  j 
**  A  flame  which  time  can  never  quell, 
*•  That  burns  for  thee,  my  Peggy/* 

With  a  tall,  and  completely  formed  figure, 
nature  had  bellowed  upon  her  a  moft  beauti- 
ful 

•  Mrs  Margaret  Woffington  was  a  native  of  Dablin,  fwni 
01171^  Mr  Garrick's  acquaintance  commenced  whh  her 
on  his  Brft  vifit  to  that  cky  in  1742,  when  Ihe  perfonncd 
Cof  delta  and  Ophelia^  to  his  Lear  and  Hamlet.  She  appeared 
in  London  for  the  firft  timc^  A.  D.  1 738,  in  the  charader  of 
9ir  Harry  Wildalr. 
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ful  face ;  to  which  grace  and  highly  fitiifhed 
accomplifhments  had  been  added,  by  bcr  at- 
tention  to,  and  a  familiarity  with  high  life 
Her  line  of  adling  was  Lady  Townly^  Lacfy 
Betty  Modi/b^  Clarinda^  &c.  &c.  in  which  fhc 
was  the  Mrs  Abington  of  the  age. 

1  SPEAK  this  from  report  only,  ak  bffid^ 
Lady  Randolph  repeatedly,  1  only  faw  her  in 
,S/>  Harry  Wildair  and  Loibario^  as  flie  was 
taken  fuddenly  ill  before  the  clofe  of  the  feai- 
foii*,  in  reciting  the  jepilog^e  to  Js  You  Uke 
Ity  being  obFiged  to  leave  k  unfinilh^d,  and 
never  afterwards  appeared  upon  the  ftaga 
She  furvived  the  fliock  fomc  time,  and  ex- 
pired of  a  gradual  decay,  in  the  prime  of 
life,  having  fcarccly  attained  her  forty^fourtt 
vear. 

Shf.  was,  when  very  young,  a  pupil  of 
Madame  Violauce's,  the  French  pofture-mif- 
trels,  already  mentioned  as  managerefs  in 
Carrubcrs  Clofe.  From  her  fhc  was  inftruC'* 
ted  in  the  rudiments  of  eafy  adlion  and 
graceful  acportment,  which,  when  an  adult, 

•May  ry.  1757- 
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fee  unremittinglj  endeavoured  to  improve, 
Iraving  made  a  vifk  to  Paris  for  that  purpofe. 
Tliere  (he  was  introduced  to  Mademoifclle 
Dumefnily  an  a<flrefe  celebrated  for  her  elocu- 
lion  and  elegance  of  a<fUon» 

Mrs  Woffington  had  the  advantage  of 
an  early  initiation  upon  the  Theatre* ;  and 
afterwards  availed  herfelf  of  Colley  Gibber  s 
inftrudlion  ;  in  which,  howpvcr,  flie  embibed 
ibmewhat  of  the  maxim  of  the  old  fchool^ 
where  nature,  and  feeling  were  frequently 
facrificed  to  a  pompous  monotony. 

Her  figure  in  mens  cloaths  was  without 
compare.  She  continued  the  unrivalled^orit 
Sir  Harry  Wildatr  for  fome  years  j  which  {Tie 
never  performed  without  great  popular  at- 
tra(5lion.  It  was  the  opinion  of  the  critics  of 
the  day,  thsu:  when  fhc  died,,  the  play  muft 

die 


♦  When  the  B^f^^ars  Opera  was  firft  afled  at  Dublin,  it  was 
lb  much  applauded  and  admired,  that  all  ranks  of  people 
flocked  to  fee  it  A  company  of  children,  under  the  title  of 
LilVtputians.  were  encouraged  to  rcprefent  this  farourite  piece 
^  the  Theatre  Royal ;  and  Miis  Wofl5ngton»  then  in  the 
Unth  year  of  her  age,  made  a  very  diftinguifhed  figure  a- 
mong  tbefe  pigmy  comedians. 
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£e  with  her  ;  as  fuppofing  no  one  could  he^ 
foand  equal  to  the  part  of  Sir  Harry  Wild^ 
air^  and  even  Garrick  failed  in  the  compe- 
tition with  her. 

So  much  was  this  eminent  acflrefs  at  home 
4n  her  male  attire,  that  entering  the  green- 
room, after  having  received  repeated  burft^ 
of  applaufe  from  the  audience^  in  one  of  the 
fcenes  of  Sir  Harry ^  and  being  elated  with 
the  particular  fuccefs  of  her  efforts  that  even- 
ing,  £he  e-xtittingly  exclaimed,  "  I  beheve  one 
half  of  the  audience  take  me  for  a  man/* 
Mrs  CUve,  who  was  a  great  iatyrift ;  who,  on 
the  fide  of  feverity,  I  have  often  witnefled, 
ieldom  loft  a  hit ;  and  who  was  Mrs  Wof- 
fington^s  profefled  antagonift,  gave  her  this, 
at  that  time,  well  known  retort,  "  Oh,  never 
be  uneafy  at  that.  Madam,  for  the  other  half 
know  to  the  contrary.'* 

It  was  a  cuftom,  at  the  time  I  am  now 
treating  of,  at  particular  benefits,  to  eredl  an 
amphitheatre  acrofs  the  ftage,  from  one  front 
wing  to  the  other,  with  rows  of  benches, 
more  or  lefs  in  number,  as  occafion  requir- 
ed, which  not  only  deftroyed  the  effecl,  but 

greatly 
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greatly  incommoded  the  bufinefs  of  the  per- 
formance. In  fqme  inftances,  I  have  feen 
the  feats  of  thefe  temporary  edifices  rife  one 
above  another,  higher  than  the  trees,  and 
hats  and  bonnets  were  beheld  fattened  to  the 
clouds-  A  fingle  entrance  was  left  upon  each 
fide  next  the  ftage  door,  which  was  often 
choaked  up  with  by-ftanders,  and  the  feats 
of  Bofworth-field,  amidft  drums,  trumpets, 
battle-axes,  and  fpears,  were  ena(5led  between 
two  audiences,  where  Richard  fpoke  his  tent 
fbliloquy,  and  his  dying  lines,  upon  a  carpet 
no  bigger  than  a  table-cloth* 

These  inconveniences  never  failed  to  give 
difguft  to  thofe  who  came  with  an  intention 
to  be  amufed,  and  could  yield  pleafure  to 
none  but  thex  a(5lor,  for  whofe  benefit  they 
were  tolerated,  and  thofe  particular  friends 
who  afifembled  folely  to  ferve  him.  Bickerings 
frequently  arofe  at  the  commencement  of  the 
play,  between  the  audiences  before  and  be- 
hind the  curtain  ;  thence,  upon  other  lefs  at- 
tradlive  performances,  arofe  the  pradlice  of 
inferting  at  the  bottom  of  the  advertifements 
and  play-bills — N.  B.  There  will  be  no  building 
on  the  ftage. 

U  u  On 
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On  one  of  thefe  evenings,  when  admit- 
tance was  allowed  at  the  ftage  door,  and  Mrs 


yet  been  equalled. 

In  fpeaking  of  temporary  ftage  buildings, 
I  am  forcibly  impelled  to  mention  a  circum- 
ilance  which  I  was  an  eye-witnefs  of,  and 
which  I  have  heard  very  erroneoufly  related 
Mr  Holland  fixed  upon  the  tragedy  of  Ham- 
let for  his  firft  benefit.  I  was  acquainted 
with  him  previous  to  his  cntre  upon  the 
ftage.  He  was  clerk  to  a  merchant  in 
Barbican,    and  born  at   Chefwick,    in    the 

neighbourhood 
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tt^ighbourhood  of  London,  where  his  father 
then  rcfided.  When  the  night  came,  his 
friends  attended,  and  his  native  village  was 
left  klmoft  literally  empty.  Among  the  reft  of 
his  vifiting  acquaintance,  was  a  country  gi^;!, 
feated  at  the  weft  end  of  the  amphitheatre, 
where  flie  had  an  eafy  egrefs* 

On  the  appearance  of  the  Gbofl^  by  the 
nfual  ftagie  trick,  Toung  Hdmkt*s  hat  flew  ofl^, 
and  lay  nearly  at  the  damfel's  feet*  She  pi- 
tying the  fituation  of  her  young  friend,  gent- 
ly ftcals  from  her  feat, -takes  up  the  hat,  and 
places  it  upon  Mr  Holland*s  head,  with  the 
broad  corner  foremoft,  as  is  generally  worn 
by  a  drunken  man.  She  regains  her  feat 
with  apparent  exultation  for  the  friendly  feat 
flic  had  performed,  in  defending  the  young 
prince  from  fuch  a  **  nipping  and  an  eager 
air,**  as  he  had  juft  been  fliivering  under ; 
and  Hamlet  proceeded  to  finifti  the  fcene,  un* 
confcious  of  the  ridiculous  figure  in  which 
he  was  placed.  The  audience,  unwilling  to 
break  in  upon  the  folemnity  of  the  perfor- 
mance, bit  their  lips,  and  with  difficulty  re- 
ftrained  their  r'llibility,  till  the  Gboft  and 
Hamlet  were  fairly  off  the  ftage,  when  they 
U  u  a  indulged 
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indulged   themfelvcs  in  one  of  the  loudeft 
laughs  I  ever  heard  in  a  Theatre. 

On  Mr  Garrick's  arrival  from  Italy, 
among  other  improvements,  fiich  as  adopting 
foot  lights,  inft^ad  of  circular  chandeliers 
over  h6ad,  fef^.  ^c.  he  removed  the  above 
grievance,  by  augmenting  the  front  of  the 
houfe,  fo  as  to  hold  numbers  equivalent  to 
thbfe  formerly  admitted  upon  the  ftage  build- 
ing ;  by  which  means  the  performers  could 
fuffer  no  pecuniary  diminutidn  on  their 
nights,  ;ind  confequently,  had  no  caufc  to 
complsdn  of  an  infringement,  either  of  privi- 
ledge  or  property. 

But,  to  return  to  the  Laify  Randolph  oi 
Mrs  Woffington — I  was  fo  captivated  wtdi 
the  fcenes  between  the  mother  and  the  fon, 
that  the  paflion  for  the  ftage,  with  which  I 
had  before  been  poflefrcd,  was  thereby  die 
more  heightened ;  and  I  refolved,  wirfi  a 
ftronger  propenfity  for  the  profeflion,  that  the 
part  of  Toung  Norval  fhould.be  my  opening 
ch^^radler. 

WiTH 
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With  this  determination,  at  niy  leifufe 
hours,  I  prepared  myfelf  in  the  words  of  the 
part,  and  took  other  meafures  to  attain  my 
purpofe*  I  made  an  acquaintance  with  Mr 
Yates  of  Drury-Lane  Theatre.  He  took  for 
his  iecond  wife  Mrs  Graham,  who  had  diea 
only  (hewn  ibme  faint  glimn^rings  of  that 
<iramatic  occellence  which  afterwards  fb  cob- 
fpicuoufly  fhone  forth  ;  and  which  is  £b 
well  remembered  by  the  theatrical  frequen- 
ters of  this  city*. 

Mrs  Yatbs  was  at  that  time  retained 
by  the  managers  of  Drury-Lane,  as  a  fubffi- 
tute  for  Mrs  Gibber,  and  was  in  waiting  for 
her  decline.  I  obtained  permiflion  to  re- 
hearfe  the  fcenes  of  Douglas^  with  her  Lady 
Randolph^  in  her  own  houfe,  where  flieaffured 
me  fhe  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  what  Ihc 

had 


•  Mr  and  Mrs  Yates  were  in  Edinburgh  in  Mr  Diggcs* 
time,  and  again  under  my  management,  in  1 785,  when  (lie 
appeared  during  the  feafon  in  the  following  charaderi ,  fome 
of  which  were  more  than  once  repeated  : — Duchefs  of  BrM- 
gMftzMf  Lady  Macbeth^  Jane  Shorty  Portia,  in  the  Merchant  of 
Venice,  Lady  To^nly^  Medea^  Zulimap  in  the  Prince  of  Tubi^^ 
aod  Lady  Randolph* 
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had  heard,  that,  if  I  wifhed  it,  fhe  would 
recommend  mc  to  Mr  Garrick*  This  prcJ- 
cured  me  aa  introdu<flibn  to  the  Englifli 
Rofcius. 

I  WAS  ufliered  into  the  prefence  of  the 
Little-Great  theatrical  potentate,  by  his  bro- 
ther, George  Garrick  ;  and  after  a  few  quct 
tions  and  replies  on  the  fubjedl,  I  recited  to 
him  the  introdu<flory  narrative  oiToungNor^ 
valj  with  Ibme  of  the  fpirited  paflages  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  a<fls* 

•*  If  I  Were  cbainM  unanuM,  and  bedrid  x>ld — " 
«*  The  blood  of  Douglas  will  protcft  itfelf." 

I  HAD  approached  the  theatrical  monarch 
with  fear  and  trembling.  His  eye,  more 
quick  and  penetrating  than  any  I  had  ever 
encountered,  was  rivetted  on  mine;  and  what- 
ever trifling  powers  nature  might  have  bc- 
ftowed  upon  nie,  they  were  evidently  lower- 
ed by  apprehenfion  ;  and  I  mud  have  exhi- 
bited a  confufed  and  feeble  effort* 


Whatever 
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Whatever  Mr  Garrick's  thoughts  were  at 
the.time,  he  profefTed  to  entertain  no  fmall  de- 
gree of  hope.  He  had  not  the  leaft  doubt,  but 
with  a  little  practice  and  experience,  I  might 
fucceed;  to  what  degree,  till  he  faw  me  upon  the 
planks^  he  could  not  pretend  to  fay  j  but  re- 
commended it  ftrongly  to  me  not  to  lofc 
fight  of  the  profeflion ;  made  fome  general 
obfervations  upon  adling,  and  advifed  me  by 
all  means  to  find  out  fome  country  compa- 
ny, in  order  to  habituate  myfelf  to  the  (lage  ; 
a  mode,  he  declared,  he  had  himlelf  adopt- 
ed*, and  which  he  fhould  invariably  hold 
#ut  to  every  novitiate. 

Mr  Garrick's  advice  I  did  not  implicitly 
follow ;  for,  although  I  felt  its  propriety,  and 
was  fenfible,  in  my  filiation,  of  its  falutary 
tffedls  ;  yet  could  I  by  no  means  relifli  the 
humiliating  fituation  in  which  for  a  time  I 

mull 


*  Mr  Garrick's  firfl  attempt  upon  the  ftagc,  was  at  Ipf- 
wich,  under  the  feigned  name  of  Lr/ddal,  where  he  made 
his  appearance  in  the  cbara^er  of  Ahoan  during  the  fummer 
1741,  and  on  the  19th  of  Odtober  the  fame  year,  performed 
Richard  the  Third  at  Goodmans  Fields  play-houfe. 


^I5fgmzed  by^ 
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liitift  thereby  have  been  placed;  for  not** 
withftanding  a  favourite  author  had  infonn-» 
cd  me,  that 

*•  Thefpis,  inventor  of  the  tragic  art, 

*'  Carried  his  vagrant  players  in  a  cart*— « 

h  was  not,  at  the  time  I  ain  fpeaking  of, 
thought  reputable,  even  by  the  members  of 
the  profeflion  themfelves,  for  an  adlor  of  any 
estimation  to  exhibit  in  a  country  town-hall, 

or 

^  DkiUr  €t  flauftres  vixsffe  poemata  Thefpis. 

Faav.  Hor.  t.  IV.  p.  t^^. 

Note  27^  Vixip  poemata.']  Thefpis  has  the  hononr  of  In- 
Venting  tnigeclj,  becaufe  he  made  fome  remarkable  improre* 
fnedts  in  it.  He  firft  relieved  the  choras^  when  fatigned 
%ith  finging,  with  an  adoTf  who  recited  the  adventures  of 
fbme  tlludrious  perfon ;  and  he  afterwards  added  a  fecond 
player,  and  formed  the  dialogue.  Thefe  improvements  are 
expreffcd  hj  canerent^  agerent^ue  fotmmta  j  one  marks  the 
chorns,  which  he  found  eftabliflied ;  the  other  means  the  ac- 
tors, which  he  added.  AriRotle  tells  us,  that  it  was  not 
known  in  his  time  by  whom  the  mafk  was  invented.  When 
tragedy  had  arrived  at  fome  degree  of  perfedion,  the  poets 
began  to  cultivate  comedyi  which  before  lay  neglected.  But 
Us  they  indulged  to  the  mod  ezcefTive  licentioufnefs,  fuch  as 
expofing  the  magiflrates  on  the  ftage  by  their  names,  or  by 
maiks  painted  like  them,  Lamachus  made  iht  firft  reforma- 
tion among  them,  and  Alexander  the  Great  a  fecond.  One 
^avc  birth  to  the  middle  comedy ;  the  other  to  ihe  new,  in 
Which  the  chorus  was  no  longer  allowedi  Turpitcr  obticuit. 
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or  a  village  bam  ;  that  pradlicc  was  left  for 

the  principal  performers  of  the  prefent  day 

to  render  fafliionable.     I  was  not  over  fond, 

however  ftrong  my  inclination  fbr  the  ftagc 

then  was,  of  entering  upon  it  in  a  fubordi- 

nate  light,  or  in  any  itinerant  company. — 

The  city  of  Edinburgh  was  pointed  out  to  me 

on  this  occafion  as  the  capital  of  a  kingdom, 

where  a  regular  and  refpedlablc  Theatre  was 

cftabliftied :  I  determined,  therefore,  for  the 

North.     In  confequence  of  that  refolution, 

I  fome  time  after  made  a  vlfit  to  Mr  Love,  with 

whom  I  engaged  ihyfelf  upon  trial  for  the 

Edinburgh  feafon,  the  rcfult  of  which  has 

been  before  recited* 
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SECT.    XIX. 

Tbe  deciding  upon  dramatic  pieces  or  perfons  em-^ 
bar  raffing  to  a  manager — Confequence  ofrefu^ 
fals—Mr  GarricKs  general  mode  on  tbofe  oc^ 
cafions—EffeSs  of  bis  indeciftons — Applica'- 
tions  to  Mr  Foote-^To  Mr  Ricb — Anecdotes 
of  the  latter--^ As  a  manager y  and  macbtnijl 
r^As  a  Harlequin^  by  tbe  name  of  Lun-^ 
Celebrated  by  Popcr^His  general  cbarafler^ 

1  H£  deciding  v^k)!!  the  demerits  of  a  the- 
atrical candidate,  or  a  new  play,  are  the  moft 
unplcafing,  as  well  as  the  mod  perplexing 
ofBces  in  a  manager^s  department. 

If  a  piece  is  fcnt  in  for  infpedlion,  with- 
out either  probability,  dcfign,  or  connei^ion, 
the  moment  a  negative  is  given,  the  writer 
of  it  becomes  the  manager's  profefled  foe. 
He  is  cither  inftantly  denounced  a  moft  ftu- 
pid  blockhead,  or,  being  a  writer  himfelf,  is 
accufedas  a  jealous  purloining  fcribbler;  and 
X  X  2  cpnfcquently 
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confcqucntly  unfit  to  fill   the  fituation  in 
which  he  is  placed. 

Shoul-d  a  Candidate  for  theatric  fame  . 
apply  for  an  introdudlion  upon  the  ftage, 
though  he  fhould  be  deformed,  have  a  de- 
fedlive,  or  indeed,  no  voice  at  all,  with  every 
imperfe(flipn  you  could  point  out,  as  I  have 
often  witaeflcd,  yet  his  refufal  will  be  cer- 
tainly attended  with  a  difguft  towards,  and 
an  unalterable  hatred  to  the  manager  for 
life.  Thus,  in  either  cafe,  he  unavoidably 
becomes  the  butt  of  pamphleteers,  and  news- 
paper fijuibs,  or  food  for  revilers  in  theatri- 
cal clubs.  If  any  one,  at  thole  nightly  meet- 
ings, is  loader  than  another  in  his  railings 
againfl  the  manager,-  the  odds  are  ten  to  pnc^ 
that  he  is  fome  difappointed  author,  or  a 
wou'd-be  adlor. 

A  BEAR  will  not  attempt  to  fly,  or  a  crow 
to  fwim,  but  man,  vain  man !  will  aim  at 
purfuits  the  moft  prepofteroufly  abfurd.  A 
young  man,  of  powerful  connedlions,  ibme 
years  ago,  having  a  (Irong  defir^  for  the  ftage, 
tho'  nearly  as  deformed  in  perfon  as  my  old 
fchool  acquaintance.  Mailer  -3ifop,  becaufe  he 
had  been  refufed  by  the  managers  of  both 
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houfes,  commenced  their  deadly  and  declared 
enemy ;  and-  confequently  bccamie  the  mod 
determined  leader  of  o|)pofition  to  every  ma-. 
*  nagerial  meafurc. 

Mr  Footb  having  procured  a  licence 
for  opemng  the  Hay-Market  Theatre,  and 
advertifements  having  been  inferted  in  the 
newfpapers  to  that  purport,  a  variety  of 
applications  veere  made  to  him  for  engage- 
ments. Among  many  others,  a  lady  was 
introduced^  not  over  young,  but  rather 
handfome,  and  of  a  genteel  appearance* 
**  Pray^  Madam^^  fays  Mr  Foote,  "  -^re  you 
for  tragedy s  or  comedy  V^  No  anfwer.  ^^  Are 
you  a  veteran  ?  •r  is  it  yourjirft  attempt  ?"  Not 
'  a  word.  "  Hum  I  Are  you  married,  Madam?" 
"  Pray^  Sir^^  fays  the  lady,  turning  one  of 
her  ears  to  him,  "  Speak  a  little  loud£R,  for 
I  AM  DEAF."  "  Wbyy  zounds^  then  Madam^ 
why  did  you  forget  your  trumpet  f^^ 

A  FEW  days  after,  a  perfon  of  decent  ap- 
pearance requefted  he  might  have  the  ho- 
nour of  introducing  a  lady  to  him,  in  praife 
of  whofe  abilities  as  an  adlrefs  he  was  not  a 
little  lavifh  j  and  particularly,  as  fhe  was  not 

only 
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.only  excellent  as  to  figure,  and  ipeakmg,  but 
remarkably  fo  as  to  fingiog,  in  which  de* 
^artment,  very  few  of  the  vocal  line  in  Lon- 
don could  bear  a  comparlfon.  I^Ir  Footc, 
from  the  defcription,  naturally  fuppofing  he 
iiad  met  with  a  priz;e,  appointed  an  immedi- 
,ate  interview ;  the  agent  had  no  fooijer  quit- 
ted the  room,  than  he  returns  fbmewliat  pre- 
<:ipitately,  addreflipg  tjhe  manager  with,  **  «S/>, 
— there  is  one  ihifig'^-^I  h^g  your  pardon — -T'b^re 
is  one  things  Sir^  I  bad  firgot  to  mention^  and 
'wbich  you  may  poffibiy  objeS  /p— TttE  lady  is 
A  BLACK.''—**  Ob  !  no  matter ^^  replied  the 
humourift  ;  ^  we  ^11  introduce  the  'Roman 
fojhion :  the  ladyjhall  wear  a  MASK.*' 

Ridiculous  as  this  circumftance  may  ap- 
pear to  the  reader,  I  can  affuw  higi  that  I 
liad  it  from  Mr  Foote  himfelf ;  and  I  had  be- 
fore accidentally  feea  the  identical  lady,  as  I 
was  pafling  through  Lancafhire,  in  the  part 
of  Polly.  1  could  not  help  obferving  to  my 
friend  in  the  pit,  when  Macbeatb  addreffed 
her  with,  "  Pretty  P oily ^  fay ^^  that  **  it  would 
have  been  more  germain  to  the  matter,  had 
he  changed  the  phrafe  to  Sooty  Polly ^  fayP 
I  was  informed,  that  a  few  nights  before,  fhe 

had 
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had  enadied  JuUel^  when  doubtleft  her  Romo 
moft  feelingly  recited, 

^*  Het  beauty  haxigs  upon  the  cheek  of  night, 
**  ILifcc  ^  rich  jtyj^l  in  an  Ethiop*s  car." 

So  Btdc  are  we  judges  of  onrfelves,  and  fo 
blind  to  our  natural  defeds,  that  the  moft 
glaring    infirmities    are  deemed    by    us  as 
trifling  obftacles,  cafy  to   be  furmounted ; 
•  a^d  to  rcfufc  an  application,  however  abfurd, 
i(S  in  a  tnanaget  the  height  of  temerity.    The 
I>eaf  Dowager^  and  the  Wooly  Blackmoor, 
tv^biikl  pais  their  hours  of  &a<idal  in  depidl- 
ing  the  ignoraince  and  ill  manners  of  Mr 
Foote,  in  refufing  to  exhibit  fbch  ratre  talents, 
in  the  characters  of  Lady  Betty  Modi/by  and 
RoJJcttd. 

Mil  OAttRick  was  very  fore  on  thcfe  oc-* 
cafi(ms,  and  often  too  much  fwayed  by  hii 
fear*  ;  he  vras  trcirabliiigly  alive  to  the  very 
whiQ>e^  of  a  lampoon  or  a  pafquiriadc.  Td 
(cribble  with  ill-nature  is  more  eafily  acqui- 
red than  a  fluency  of  elocution,  or  the  grace- 
fulnef^  of  a<5lion;  and  a  condemned  adlor 
may  very  poflibly  prove  a  moll  fevere  critic. 


Ak 
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An  author*  on  the  fame  fabjedl  obferves, 
"  The  man  to  whom  Nature  has  denied  the 
genius  to  compofe  a  play  or  a  farce,  may 
have  abilities  to  (Irike  out  a  very  poignant 
fatire.  He  v^ho  is  an  utter  ftranger  to  drama- 
tic poetry,  may  (ling  vrith  an  effay,  vround 
with  a  paragraph,  or  bite  with  an  epigran^"  * 

Under  the  impulfe  of  thefe  confiderations, 
our  modern  Rofcius  was  cautious,  peculi-> 
arly  complaifant,  and  generally,  unlefs  from 
fome  emergency  reduced  to  come  to  the 
point,  undecided  in  his  anfwers*  Thus,  by 
avoiding  Scylla,  he  frequently  rilled  the 
.  dangers  of  Chary bdis. 

A  CANDIDATE  for  the  fock  or  buftdn,  he 
would  difinifs  with  declarations  to  the  fol- 
lowing tendency: — ^^  Upon  my  word.  Sir,  you 
have  great  merit — ^And  your  conception— I 
like  that  laft  fpeech  very  well,  exceedingly 
well  indeed.  Sir — Your  voice  too — I  really 
think — But  for  this  feafon  I  can  afHire  you  I 
am  quite  full — Leave  your  addrefs  with  my 

brother 

•  L?fc  of  Garrlck^  V.  I.  p.  soS. 
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brother  George,  and  if  any  vacancy  happens, 
you  fhall  hear  from  him." 

An  author,  on  the  return  of  his  refufcd 
flay^  would  be  informed,  that,  "  I  do  aflure 
you,  Sir,  I  read  your  play  with  a  good  deal 
of  pleafure— It '  is  not  dellitute  of  merit — 
Some  alteration  in  the  arrangement  of  the 
fcenes,  and  a  few  additions  to  the  laft  a(fl,  to 
render  the  denouement  a  little  more  dramia- 
tic,  which  might  be  pointed  out — And  then 
I  really  think — Hey  !  Why  now,  brother 
George,  is   not  that   your  opiniou  ? — Hey  ! 

Do  you  think  we  might  not  rifk  it  ? 

However,  Sir,  if  it  had  all  the  merit  in  the 
world  it  would  be  impoffible  for  me  to  make 
room  for  it  at  prefent,  or  even  for  one  or 
two  feafons  to  come.  At  fome  future  pe- 
riod, when  I  am  relieved  from  the  engage- 
ments I  have  made,  I  might  perhaps  find  an 
opening ;  and,  as  I  obferved,  Sir,  with  the  al- 
terations I  could  point  out,  I  know  not  but 
your  piece  might  merit  a  trial  1  am  forry  I 
(hould  be  io  fituated  at  prefent.  But  prior 
engagements,  you  know,  muft  be  kept.  Good 
morning,  Sir — John,    fhew    the    gentleman 


out." 


Relieved 
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Relieved  from  his  vifitants,  with  all  thofc 
flouriflics  with  which  his  nature  was  fo  plcn^ 
tifully  furnifhed,  he  forbade  his  door  to  be 
opened  to  them  again ;  leaving  the  refult  of 
his  half  yea  and  ba!f  Tjay  dtcldLVditions  to  the 
chapter  of  accidents. 

In  all  probability,  before  the  fpecificd  pe- 
riod came  round,  from  inclination,  fituation, 
or  circumftances,  the  parties  were  differently 
difpofed  ;  and  confequently,  peaceably  and 
ipecioufly  got  rid  of.  ,But  if  either  the  one 
or  the  other  happened  to  be  poflefled  of  per- 
feverance  and  fortitude,  fupported  by  any 
degree  of  pcrfbnal  interefl*,  the  complaifant 
expreflions  of  the  manager'  were  conftrued 
into  a  promife,  which,  after  a  variety  of  de- 
lays and  excufes,  he  was  obliged  to  make  good, 
and  by  that  means,  compromife  with  the 
claimant,  at  the  expcncc  of  his  judgement. 

NoT- 

•  *•  The  rcconmcndation,  or  rather  impofiiion  of  foroc 
great  perfons,  whom  it  was  not  prudence  to  difoblige,  fornc- 
timcs  came  in,  with  a  high  hand,  to  fupport  ihcir  prctcnfiDns : 
and  them  cout  que  cout  a^cd  it  mud  be !  So  when  the  fbort 
Jlfe  of  this  wondciful  nothing  was  over,  the  adors  wire 
pcrhapi  abufed  in  a  preface  for  obftrudlng  the  fuccefs  of  i't 
^nd  the  town  publickly  damn'd  U5  for  onr  private  civility" 

.Cibbcr's  Apology,  p.  344* 
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Notwithstanding,  however^  Mr  Gar- 

rick*s  vaft  abilities  as  an  a<flor,  and  his  merit 

•  as  a  writer,  his  opinion,  with  refpe6l  to  the 

acceptance  or  rejedlion  of  new  pieces,  was 

not  infalUblc, 

Thk  tragedy  ^t/*  Douglas,  which  I  have 
ah'eady  announced,  according  to  my  humble 
conception,  as  one  of  our  firft  modern  dra- 
matic compofitions,  was  rejedled  by  him,  as 
being  too  fimple  in  its  fable,  and  dcftitute  of 
ft  age  efFe(5l. 

Perhaps,  as  I  have  already  experienced 
in  one  of  the  mod  momentous  concerns  of 
my  life,  he  either  never  examined  into  its 
merits,  or  delegating  the  exercifc  of  his  ideas 
upon  the  fubjecl  implicitly  to  another,  refted 
his  decision  upon  an  erroneous  report.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  after  Mr  Garrick  had  been 
informed  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  play  at  Edin- 
burgh, and  when  he  alfo  underftood  that  the 
author  was  in  treaty  to  bring  it  out  at  Co- 
vent  Garden,  he  offered  to  receive  it  at  Dru- 
ry  Lane  ;  but  his  propofal  was  reje<5led  ;  and 
he  candidly  confefied,  through  the  remain- 
der   of   his  life,  whenever  the  fubje(5l  was 

. .  Y  y  2  darted 
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ftarted,  that  no  circumftancc  in  the  courfc  of 
his  management  gave  him  fo  much  concern, 
as  the  recoUedion  of  his  having  rejedled  the 
tragedy  of  Douglas. 

Mr  Ric h,  regardlefs  of  confequences,  treat- 
ed both  authors  and  acflors  tvith  a  great  de- 
gree of  non  chalons.  The  laconic  correfpon- 
dence  betwixt  him  and  Mr  Quin  is  well 
known.  The  latter,  having  taken  offence  at 
fome  of  the  manager's  arrangements,  or  think- 
ing himfelf  flighted,  hj  his  filence  at  the 
commencement  of  the  feafbn,  in  one  of  his 
confequential  and  fullen  moods,  wrote  to  Mr 
Rich,  and  had  an  inftant  reply.  The  two 
letters  run  verbatim  thus  : 

"  I  AM  at  Bath. 

"  You  may  flay  there  and  be  d — <i. 

RICH." 

Of  his  treatment  towards  an  author,  I  had 

•  a  fingular  fpecimen.     I  was  at  cards  with 

him,  one  of  the  Mifs  Rich's,  and  his  friend 

Bencraft,   one  evening,    when  a  gentleman 

was 
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was  announced  to  be  in  the  hall,  and  fo  im- 
portunate for  a  fight  of  the  manager,  that  he 
was  ordered  to  be  admitted* 

Mr  Rich's  peculiar  charaderiftics  were, 
the  taking  a  great  deal  of  fnuff ;  ftroaking  a 
tabby  cat,  which  conftantly  attended  him, 
and  generally  fat  upon  his  knee  j  and  re- 
membering no  ones  name. 

Rich.  Well,  Mifter !  What's  your  plea- 
fure  ? 

Author.  Sir,  [rather  petti/bly)  I  left  a  ma- 
nufcript  play  with  you,  I  believe  three  months 
ago.  You  alFured  me  you  would  read  it  the 
firft  opportunity.  I  cannot  help  thinking 
the  time  long  :  I  am,  excufe  me,  Sir,  a  little 
anxious  about  it ;  and  called,  as  I  have  done 
often,  to  learn  its  fate. 

Rich.  Why,  look  you,  Mifter^  I  have  no 
leifure  juft  now  to  perufe  manu/cripts.  When 
my  pantomime  is  up*,  I  may  get  a  look  at 
them;  there  they  lie — ^A  whole  regiment; 
opera,  farce,  and  blank  verfe — You  fhall  get 
your  turn.     I  fuppofe,  Mifter,  about  the  end 

of 

f  Mr  Rich  was  then  reviving  the  Sorcerer* 
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of  next  feafon  I  may  be  able  to  give  you  my 
opinion. 

Author.  As  that  is  the  cafe,  Sir,  I  beg  you 
will  return  me  the  manuitrript ;  and  I  fliall 
not  again  break  iu  upon  your  repofe,  or 
thus^unfeafbnably  interrupt  your  ^mufement. 

Rich.  Oh  to  be  furc,  Mifter  ;  I  have  no 
wifli  to  retain  it.  Here,  Thomas.  Look  in- 
to the  drawer  nt%x  the  window^  and  give  Mr 
What's-his-name  his  play — You  will  l^ow 
your  own,  Mifter — How  ftands  the  game, 
Ben  ?  Seven  to  five,  and  hearts  trunips — 
There's  the  deuce — Come,  Mifter,  my  part- 
ner, try  what  you  can  do. 

Author.     Sir,  my  play  is  npt  here. 

Rich.     Js  it  not  ? — ^Why  then,  Mifter,  pick 

.  and  chufe — ^Turn  them  over  again,  and  take 

which  of  them  you  like  beft — ^A  thoufand  to 

one  but  it  may  be  better  than  yours,  Mifter, 

and  anfwer  your  purpofe  quite  as  well. 

The  author  not  having  the  fame  kindred 
affedipn  for  another's  bantling  as  for  his 

own, 
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own,  difreli^ed  the  change ;  and  although' 
he  was  prortiifed  his  favourite  production  the 
next  day,  yet,  refufing  to  venture  the  ofF- 
fpring  of  his  brain,  its  firfl:  born  too,  in  fuch 
fufpicious  company,  it  Was  at  laft  procured, 
and  the  author  withdrew,  not  without  evi- 
dent (igns  of  difappointment  and  chagrin. 

A  CANDIDATE  for  the  bufkin,  being  de- 
fired  to  repeat  the  celebrated  foliloquy  in 
Hamlet^  began,  /o-be,  or  not  tchht.  Rich  very 
gravely  replied,  "  Toby  may  be  a  very  good 
dog,  Mifter,  but  Toby  will  not  do  for  me. 
You  need  not  therefore  trouble  yourfelf  any 
farther,  Mifter/^ 

A  CIRCUMSTANCE,  not  very  diflimilar  to 
this,  happened  lately  to  myfelf.  A  ftudent 
from  the  Weft  of  Scotland  wiihed  to  perform 
on  this  ftage  the  part  of  Douglas ;  I  defired 
him  to  repeat  any  paflage  of  it  he  plcafed. 
Without  hefitation  he  began, 

**  Mj  name  is  Norual  on  the  Grampian  hills." 

I  requefted  to  know  what  his  name  was  elfe- 
where  ?  He  was  filent  as  to  the  queflion,  but 
replied,  "  Though  I  am  not  fo  well  verfed  iu 

ftagc 
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ftage  bufinefs,  na^one  underftands  the  author 
better,  as  I  have  ftudied  him  thoroughly. 

A  NOviTiATr,  offering  himfelf  as  a  can- 
didate for  the  bufkin,  when  I  happened  to 
be  prefent,  requefted  to  go  through  the  fcene 
of  Otbello  before  the  Senate.  On  being  quef- 
tioned  by  the  manager,  whether  or  not  he 
could  fing,  he  anfwered  in  the  negative.  "  I 
am  glad  of  it,"  replied  Mr  Rich ;  "  It  is  a 
good  fign.  I  cannot  ling,  and  yet  you  arc 
fenfible,  Mifter,''  addreffing  himfelf  to  me, 
"  that  no  one  underftands  an  emphafis  bet- 
ter, or  is  more  familiar  with  the  propriety  of 
expreffion,  the  tones,  dignity,  and  rounding 
of  a  fentence.  I  would  not  give  a  farthing, 
Mifter,  for  a  man  that  fliall  attempt  tragedy, 
that  can  fing." 

"  Moft  potent,  grave,  and  reverend  Seigniors, 
**  My  very  noble,  and  approv'd  good  m  afters"— 

"  There  never  was  one  able  to  turn  a  tune 
that  could  fpeak,  except  my  friend  Walker* : 

but 

♦  Mr  Walker  Rood  unrivalled  in  Bajazet  and  H^tfpnr^^ 
His  countenance  was  maolj  and  expredive,  and  his  deport- 
ment and  aftion  gave  a  wonderful  efFc<ft  to  tyrannic  rage. 
He  knew  no  more  of  mufic  than  harely  finding  in  tune* 

•  \Xit  of  Garrick.  V.  I.  p.  15. 
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tiut  then  r  taught  him.  He  learnt  from  mc 
the  tone^  the  pathos,  and  the  denunciation 
cif  vengeance,  oh  his  parting  with  Axalla. 


Sate  my  revenge. 


••  The  Tartar  is  1117  bane  ;  I  cannot  bear  him  ; 
**  Still  ihall  we  hate,  and  with  defiance  deadly, 
**  Keep  rage  alive,  till  one  be  loft  for  ever." 

Tam.  Aa.  III. 

There  is  a  lurking  prdpenfity  in  the  dif^ 
pofition  of  man,  that  hankers  after  (itua- 
tions  in  his  purfuits  through  Hfe^  which 
nature  never  meant  him  to  fill.  He  is  there- 
by goaded  onward  through  the  bent  of  his 
own  miftaken  talenft,  and  taught  to  aim  at 
impoflible  attainments. 

In  tio  fituation  is  thi$  maxim  more  ftrong- 
I7  eyiticed,  than  in  the  profeflion  of  an  a<flor. 

Z  z  The 

His  admired  cKceltence,  was  in  fuiting  the  adlion  to  the  airs : 
and  according  to  Mr  Rich's  report,  I  have  always  formed  to 
injrfclf,  in  idea,  fuch  an  ading  finger  in  the  perfort  of  Walker, 
as  when  I  beheld  Mr  Digges  in  the  fulnefs  of  his  powers. 
Walker's  MacBeaih  was  chieflf  followed  for  the  humour, 
ba(^  and  gaiety  he  affumed  in  the  part»  which,  more  than  hts 
I'oice  or  mufical  taletits,  fupportcd  the  Btggars  Opera  in  itt 
original  run.  The  temporary  pun  upon  this  piece  was, 
that  it  made  Rich  gay,  and  Gay  rich.  Mifs  Fentcn,  after- 
wards Duchefs  of  Bolton,  was  the  Polly.  Walker  had  as 
unfortunate  turn  for  inebriety  and  diffipation ;  and  died  ia 
l6w  circumflaocesi  in  Irelandi  about  the  year  1744. 
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The  fock  and  the  bufkin  are  feldom  Worn 
with  equal  dignity  and  eafe  by  the  fame  per-* 
fon.  There  are  fuch  a  variety  of  natural  and 
acquired  requifites  neceffary  in  the  different 
walks  of  the  ftage,  that  equal  perfection  thro', 
the  whole  is  rarely  to  be  found  in  an  indivi- 
dual ;  and  we  fcarcely  remember  an  inftance^ 
where  performers,  male  or  female,  poffefled 
an  inferior  talent  in  any  one  line,  that  they 
did  nor  forcibly  attach  themfelves  to  that. 

Mrs  Gibber,  the  celebrated  tragedian  of 
the  lad  fchool,  wiflied  to  leffen  thpfe  xmri- 
vaied  powers,  by  obtruding  herfelf  upon  the 
town  in  comic  charadlers.  Her  firft  Confian^ 
tia^  and  the  Widow  Belmourj  undermined  that 
fabric  of  excellence  flie  had  reared  a  few 
nights  before  in  yuli^t  and  Alicia*. 

Mr  Brown,  fo  well  rememl>ered  by  the 
frequenters  of  the  Theatre  of  Edinburgh,  for 

his 


^*  •  Tbii  a^lrefs,  whofc  tonei  of  voice  wtre  fo  cxprefliTC  of 
all  the  tender  paflions,  and  wai  by  nature  formed  for  tragic 
rcpi«rfentation,  was  unaccountably  defirous  of  a^ng  cha- 
raders  of  gaiety  and  humour,  to  which  (he  was  an  abfolate 
(Iranger ;  (he  bad  no  idea  of  comedy,  but  fitch  ai  implied  a 
1  cprcfentation  of  childi(h  fimplicity/'^ 

Liri  OF  GARRtCE,  V.  I.  p.  187* 
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his  inimitable  performance  of  the  Copper  Cap^ 
tatn^  perfifted  in  believing,  to  the  day  of  his 
death,  that  tragedy  was  his  ^ forte ;  and  chofe 
rather  to  perform  his  Richard  and  Cbamont  to 
thin  houfes,  than  to  exhibit,  to  crowded  ben- 
ches, his  attracflive  comic  talents,  fo  juftly  ap- 
plauded and  admired  in  the  comedy  of  Rule 
a  Wife. 

And  Mr  Rich,  who  gave  birth  to  Harle^ 
quin^  who  was  the  firft  machinift  of  the  age, 
and  in  which  line  he  has  not  yet  been  equal- 
led, would  have  preferred  performing  the 
part  of  Cato^  with  fix  people  in  the  pit,  to  ex- 
hibiting in  his  natural  caft,  to  conftant  crowd- 
ed and  overflowing  houfes  ;  although  he  a- 
lone  could  partake  of  the  profits. 

More  than  once,  upon  entering  his  box  in 
the  corner,  and  beholding  the  houfe  crowded 
to  the^'eprefentations  of  Mr  Barry  and  Mifs 
Nofliter,  have  1  heard  him,  in  a  low,  but  fatiri- 
cal  tone,  exclaim, "  What,  are  you  come?  Much 
good  may  it  do  you — I  envy  not  your  tafte." 

He  had  lefs  caufe  to  be  folicitous  for  the 

faccefs  of  his  adlors,  either  in  tragady  or 

%z  %  comedy, 
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comedy,  as  he  had  an  inexhauftable  fun4 
within  himfclf  of  never-failing  attracflion  ;j 
for  from  the  firft  night  of  a  new  pantomime 
announced  by  him,  he  was  certain  of  crowd- 
ed houfes  till  the  clofe  of  the  feafon. 

I  HAVJE  been  informed,  that  from  the  in- 
trodudlion  of  his  Harlequin  Sorcerer  in  1717, 
to  the  magnificent  fpecSlacle  of  the  Corona- 
tion in  1 76 1,  during  the  run  of  wliich  he 
died,  there  was  not  one  of  his  produ<5lions, 
that  did  not  fucceed,  having  been  perform- 
^  at  leaft  forty  or  fifty  nights  fucceffivcly. 
"  Such  a  profufion  of  fine  cloatbs  were  ex- 
hibited in  the  laft  mentioned  (hew,  of  velvet, 
filk,  fattin,  lace,  feathers,  jewels,  pearls,  and 
a  variety  of  ornaments,  as  had  not  been  ieen 
upon  any  ftage.  The  fcenery  and  mufic 
were  corrcfpbndent  to  the  grandeur  of  the 
ceremony,  which  was  difplayed  to  crowded 
houfes  for  nev  two  months  together*/' 

Mr  Rich,  diftinguifhed  in  the  play-bill* 
by  the  name  of  Lun^  was  the  fon  of  M;r 
Chriftopher  Rich,  patentee  of  Drury  Lane, 
who  cultivated  and  encouraged  finging  and 

4anciQg 

•  Life  of  Garrtck,  V.  !•  p.  330. 
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ilancing  exotics,  in  preference  to  eftabliflied 
plays,  the  natural  performances  of  a  Thea? 
tre.  In  this, .  the  fon  feeined  to  have  inhev 
rited  the  attachments  of  the  father,  which 
perhaps  were  heightened  by  an  ineffeduaj 
attempt  in  fome  principal  tragedy  charac-P 
ters.  Difappointed  in  that  walk,  he  there- 
fore had  recourfe  to  the  cultivation  of  the 
genius  which  was  inherent  to  his  nature.      1 

He  feledled  from  the  heathen  fables,  leri^ 
ous  {lories,  fuch  as  Orpheus  and  Euridioe^  Per^ 
Jeus  and  Andromeda^  and  the  Rape  of  Prefer^ 
pine^  and  lAingling  with  them  grotefque  and 
^•ifible  charaders,  compofed  that  motley  kind 
pf  entertainment,  known  by  the  name  of 
Pantomime,  in  which  he  was  eminently  fuc- 
^efsful,  having  a  head  to  invent,  with  ftrength 
and    agility  to  execute  changes  and  decep- 
tions the  moft  furprifing,  and  almofl  incre^ 
dible  to  a  beholder,  efpecially  at  firft  fight. 
And  notwithftanding  the  abfurdities  and  im- 
probabilities with  which  they  were  made  up, 
they  never  failed  in  their  attradions ;   for, 
however  the  grave  critic  might  rail  at  and 
ridicule  them,  he  would  not  fail  to  renew  his 
yifits  to  laugh  at  their  fooleries  j  and  altho'  he 

con- 
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contemned  the  inconfiftencies  with  which  he 
was  diverted,  he  laughed,  he  knew  not  why, 
but  he  did  laugh,  his  thoughts  were  deluded, 
and  the  efFecfls  of  merriment  tlius  anlWered, 

^*  From  fuccefs  of  the  original  attempt," 
fays  Gibber,  "  fpnyig  forth  that  fucceflion  of 
monflrous  medleys,  that  have  fo  long  infeft- 
cd  the  ftage,  and  which  arofe  upon  one  ano* 
ther  alternately  at  both  houfes,  outvying,  in 
expence,  like  contending  bribes  on  both  fides 
at  an  eledlion,  to  fecurc  a  majority  of  the 
multitudCi.  But  fo  it  is,  truth  may  copaplain 
and  merit  murmur  with  what  juftice  it  may, 
the  few  will  never  be  a  match  for  the  many, 
unlefs  authority  fliould  think  fit  to  interpdle, 
and  put  down  their  poetical  drams,  thofe  gin-» 
fliops  of  the  ftage,  that  intoxicate  its  auditors, 
and  difhonour  their  underftandings,  with  ^ 
levity  for  which  I  want  a  name.'* 

If  I  am  afked,  (after  my  condemning  thcfc 
fooleries  myfclf )  how  I  came  to  aflfent,  or 
continue  my  ihare  of  expence  to  them  ?  I  have 
no  better  exCufe  for  my  error,  than  confeA 
fing  it.  I  did  it  againft  my  confcience  ;  rjid 
had  not  virtue  enough  to  (larve  by  oppofing 

a  mulcitudei 
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a  multitude,  that  would  have  been  too  hard 
for  me*.'* 

Mr  Garrick,  with  all  his  attradive 
powers/ found  it  neceflary  to  call  in  the  aid 
of  pantomime  :  in  one  of  them  he  introduced 
a  fpeaking  Harlequin.  In  a  prologue  to  it, 
he  paid  the  following  tribute  to  the  memory 
of  Rich,  then  lately  deceafed* 

**  When  Lun  appearM,  with  matchlfcfs  att  and  whinij 

'*  He  gave  the  pow'r  of  fpeech  to  every  limb  ; 

**  Tho*  malk'd  and  mute,  convey'd  his  quick  iotent^ 

*•  And  told  in  frolid  geftures  all  he  meant. 

*'  But  now  the  motley  coat,  and  fword  of  wood, 

**  Require  a  tongue  to  make  them  underfioodf*" 

Mr  Riches  executive  faculties  were  in 
their  wane  before  I  went  to  London  ;  I  there- 
fore never  faw  any  of  his  public  exhibitions  ; 
but  I  have  frequently  beheld  him  go  through 
detatched  fcenes  in  his  dining-room^  and 
upon  the  lawn  at  Cowley;  particularly  his 
catching  the  butterfly,  and  the  flatue  fcene  ; 
and  on  his  laft  revival  of  the  Sorcerer ^  I  faw 
him  pracflife  the  hatching  of  Harlequin  by 
the  heat  of  the  fun,  in  order  to  point  out  the 

bufinefs 

•  Cibber,  c.  1 5.  p.  gco.     +  Prologue  to  JiarUquins  Jnvafijn. 
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bufinefs  to  Miles,  ^^ho,  tho'  nioft  excellient  ii 
the  line  of  dumb  fignificance,  fouftd  it  no  eafy 
tnatter  to  retain  the  lelTon  he  had  taught  him; 

This  certainly  was  a  mauer-piece  iii  dumb- 
fhew.  From  the  firft  chipping  of  thfe  egg^ 
his  receiying  motion,  his  feeling  the  ground j 
his  {landing  upright^  to  his  quick  Harkquih 
trip  round  the  emfpty  Ihell,  through  the  whole 
progreflion,  every  limb  had  its  tongue,  and 
€very  motion  a  voice,  which  "  fpoke  with 
mod  miraculous  organ,"  to  the  underftand- 
ings  and  fenfations  of  the  obferversi 

It  was  in  a  fornaer  reprefentation  of  this 
pantomime,  that  his  name  became  eternifed 
by  PopCi 

•*  Immbrtal  Rich  !  how  calm  he  fits  at  cafe, 

•*  TMidft  fnows  of  paper,  and  fierce  hail  of  peafe ; 

**  And  proud  his  Mi'irefs*  orders  to  perform, 

••  Rides  in  the  whirlwind,  arid  dircfts  the  (Ibrm. 

"  The  forefts  dance,  the  rivers  upward  rife, 

**  Whiles  fp«rt  in  woods,  tnd  dolphins  in  the  Ikies  5 

*'  And  laft,  to  give  the  whole  creation  grace« 

••  Lo  I  one  vaft  egg  produces  human  race*,'* 

Amidst 

•  Remarks,  ver.  s6f.  Immortal  Rich!  Mr  John  Rich, 
nafter  of  the  Theatre  Rojal  m  Covent-Garden,  was  the  fird 
that  cxcsllcd  this  waf.  Dun€UP;  B.  111.  p.  172. 
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Amidst  Mr  Rich's  numerous  admired  ex- 
cellencies in  the  pantomimical  bufinefs,  a  co- 
temporary  writer  defcribes  "  his  taking  leave 
oi  Columbine  as  moft  graceful  and  aflPe<5ling, 
His  confummate  fkill  in  teaching  others  to  ex- 
prefs  tne  language  of  the  mind  by  a^flion,  was 
evident  from  the  great  number  of  adlors  he 
produced  to  fill  up  the  inferior  parts  of  his  mi- 
mic fcenes.  Pantaloon^  Pierrot^  the  Clown^  and 
all  the  other  various  chara(5lers,  he  formed  him- 
felf  ;  and  to  his  inftru(5lions  we  owed  a  Hip- 
pifley,  a  Nivelon,  a  La  Guerre,  an  Arthur,  and 
a  Laloufe;  all  excellent  performers  inthefe  di- 
verting mummeries/* 

Among  a  number  of  fingularities,  moft 
commonly  atte;ndant  upon  great  genius,  and 
high  fjpirits,  he  pofleflcd  a  crowd  of  virtues, 
which  fuperabundantly  over-balanced  his 
harmlefs  oddities.  He  was  an  affedionate 
hufband,  and  a  tender  father,  juft  in  all  his 
dealings,  loved  conviviality,  and  a  friend;  and 
was  charitable  and  humane.  His  adts  of  be- 
nevolence, and  neighbourly  kindnefs,  are  yet 
frefh  in  the  memory  of  many  of  the  families 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cowley  and  Uxbridgc, 
A  a  a  where 


X 


Digitized  by 


37©  HISTORY    OF 

where  his  lofs  was  felt  and  regretted ;  and 
where  a  long  lift  of  penfioners  were  left  be- 
bind  him  to  lament  his  lofs* 
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SECT.  XX. 
Party  prejudices^ — How  they  operated  with  rc^ 
fpeEt  to  the  performince  of  Douglas — Upon 
other  produaions  of  the  fame  autbor^-^Riot  in 
the  Canongate  Theatre^  occaftoned  by  the  fong 
ofCulloden — On  the  performance  of  High  Ufe 
Beloiv  Stairs — Bad  eJfeEls  of  admitting  fran^ 
gers  behind  the  fcenes — Its  cujlom  aboUjhed — 
Decifion  of  the  Lords ^  refpcBing  di/iurbances 
in  the  front  of  the  houfe — In  favour  of  the 
manager— Confequences  ofthofe  regulations. 


'e 


On  my  engagement  in  Drury-Lane,  after 
my  firft  feafon  in  Edinburgh,  the  tragedy  of 
Douglas^  ^^Jlill harping  upon  my  daughter^'  was 
die  theme  of  my  fong,  and  Toung  Norval^  of 
all  others,  the  part  I  was  fond  of.  I  deter- 
mined, therefore^  upon  that,  as  my  opening 
charadlen  I  had  provided  for  the  purpofe, 
before  I  left  Edinburgh,  a  Highland  dref% 
accoutered,  cap-a-pee^  with  a  broad  fword, 
Ihield  and  dirk,  found  upon  the  field  of  Cul- 
loden.  But  here,  as  ufual,  frcfh  impedi- 
ments arofe.  Lord  Bute's  adminiftration, 
A  a  a  2  fro 


Digitized  by 


Gocj/, 


3»4  HISTORY    OF 

from  caufes  unneceflary  here  to  enter  upon, 
was  become  fo  unpleafing  to  the  multitude, 
that  any  thing,  confefledly  Scotch,  awaken- 
ed the  embers  of  diilenfion,  and  fed  the 
flame  of  party.  Mr  Garrick  therefore  put 
a  direiS  negative,  at  once,  upon  my  appear- 
ance in  Douglas ;  and,  as  on  a  former  occafion, 
Oroonoko  was  fubftituted  in  its  place ;  for  even 
to  have  performed  the  play  of  Douglas  would 
have  been  hazardous,  and  to  have  exhibited 
the  Highland  drefs  upon  the  ftage,  impru- 
dence in  the  extreme.  Could  I  have  fuppo- 
fed  at  that  period,  that  I  Ihould  live  to  fee  the 
tartan  plaid  univerfally  worn  in  the  politeft 
circles,  and  its  colours  the  predominating 
fafhion  among  all  ranks  of  people  in  the  me- 
tropolis ? 

To  fuch  a  height  of  prejudice  were  politi- 
cal difcuflions  at  that  day  carried,  that  when 
a  tragedy,  written  by  the  author  of  Douglas ^ 
approved  of  by  Mr  Garrick,  and  upon  the 
point  of  being  brought  forward,  was  imder- 
flood  to  be  the  production  of  Mr  Home, 
fuch  remonftrances  were  made  againft  it, 
merely  from  his  being  patronized  by  Lord 
Bute,  as  intimidated  the  manager  from  his 
purpofe.     The  author  was  informed  by  Mr 

Garrick, 
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Garrick,  that  unlefs  he  altered  the  title  of  his 
play,  and  procured  for  it  fome  adopted  father, 
he  could  not  poflibly  venture  to  bring  it  out. 
Mr  Home  immediately  complied  ;  he  changed 
the  name  of  the  play  from  Rivene^  the  prin- 
cipal charader,  to  that  of  the  Fatal  Difdo^ 
wry;  and  prevailed  upon  a  friend,  then  a 
ftudent  in  one  of  the  univerfities,  I  believe, 
Cambridge,  to  profefs  himfelf  the  author^ 
wjio,  as  fuch,  acquired  the  freedom  of  the 
Theatre  Royal  of  Drury-Lane  ;  and,  I  am  in- 
formed, poflefTes  it  to  this  day. 

The  play  was  performed,  and  univerfally 
well  received ;  but  either  the  real  author,  or 
fome  of  his  friends,  being  unable  to  keep  the 
fecret  any  longer,  the  truth  came  out,  and 
after  the  twelfth  night,  Mr  Garrick  was 
threatened  with  having  his  houfe  burnt 
down,  if  he  did  not  immediately  fufpend  the 
•  performance  of  the  play ;  an  injundlion, 
with  which,  however  unreafonable,  he 
thought  it  advifable  to  comply. 

Mr  Arnot,  in  his  remarks  upon  the 
theatrical  occurrences  of  the  city  of  Edin- 
burgh, obferves,  that  it  will  be  neceffary  to 
take*  notice  of  certain  incidents  which  had 
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been  omitted  in  the  courfe  of  his  narration. 
Thefe  were,  "  the  riot  of  Culloden^  the  diftur- 
bance  upon  the  farce  of  High  Life  Below 
Stairs^  and  the  tragedy  of  Douglas ^ 

The  laft,  we  Have  already  particularly 
dwelt  upon  ;  the  preceeding  ones  arc  fb  mi- 
nutely dcfcribed,  and  we  truft  with  fuch  a 
diftindl  accuracy,  that  we  fliall  tranfcribe  the 
paffages  in  the  author's  own  words. 

«  After  the  rebellion  1745,  the  divided 
Ipedators  frequently  difplayed  in  the  Thea- 
tre a  fpirit  of  political  diflenfion.  Upon  the 
anniverfary  of  the  battle  of  Cullodcn  1 749, 
this  animofity  rofe  to  a  height  which  threat- 
ened confequences  of  a  (eilous  nature.  Cer- 
tain military  gentlemen  who  were  in  the 
play-houfe,  called  out  to  the  band  of  mufic 
to  play  Culloden^.  This  was  regarded  by 
the  audience  as  ungcneroufly  and  infolently 
upbraiding  the  country  with  her  misfor- 
tunes. Refenting  it  accordingly,  they  order- 
ed the  band  to  play,  you  re  welcome  Charles 
Stuarff.     The  muiicians  complying,  in{lant-'> 

»f 

•  A  tune  coinpofcd  in  order  to  coxximcinoratc  the  battle 
fooght  near  that  place. 

^  A  fong  in  the  oppofita  intcrcft* 
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\j  a  dumber  of  officers  attacked  the  orcheA 
tra  with  drawn  fwords,  and  leaped  upon  the 
ftage.  Among  them  was  the  fon  of  a  chief- 
tain who  had  drawn  the  Pretender  on  to  his 
rafh  attempt,  by  offering  to  join  him  with 
his  clan,  and  who,  upon  the  Prince's  landing, 
raifed  his  clan,  it  is  true ;  but,anftead  of  ful- 
filling his  engagements,  joined  the  royal 
army.  This  young  gentleman,  leaping  upon 
the  ftage,  to  difplay  the  zealoufnefs  of  his 
loyalty,  flipped  his  foot,  and  fell  flat  upon 
the  ftage.  The  fpe<5latoTs  being  tickled  with 
the  circumftances,  an.  immenfe  peal  of  laugh- 
ter burft  through  the  houfe,  which  exafpe- 
rated  the  indignation  of  the  o-Hcers.  Mean 
time,  fiddle-fticks  being  unable  to  cope  with 
polifhed  fteel,  the  muficians  fled  ;  but  the 
military  were  not  long  able  to  remain  maf^ 
tcrs  of  the  field.  They  were  affailed  from 
the  galleries  with  apples,  fnuiF-boxes,  broken 
forms,  in  fhort,  with  every  thing  miiUle  that 
could  be  laid  hold  of.  The  officers  at  once 
confulted  their . fafcty,  and  went  in  quefl  of 
revenge,  by  quitting  the  ftage,  in  order  to 
attack  the  gallerie*?,  which  they  ftormed 
fword  in  hand.  The  inhabitants  of  thcfe 
upper  regions  defended  themfclves  from  the 
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fury  of  the  fbldiers,  by  barricading  their  doors. 
The  Highland  chairmen,  learning  the  nature 
of  the  quarrel,  with  their  poles  attacked  the 
oflScers  in  the  rear,  who,  being  neither  able 
to  advance  nor  retreat,  were  objiged  to  fur- 
render  at  difcretion,  leaving  the  chairmen 
raafters  of  the  field." 

*'  Luckily  no  misfortune  of  any  confe- 
quence  happened  in  this*^  fray ;  and,  to  pre- 
vent fimilar  difturbances,  bills  Were  next  day 
•  pofted  up,  wherein  it  was  notified  in  large 
rubricks,  that,  for  the  future,  the  band  of 
mufie  was  not  to  play  any  tunes  at  the  defire 
of  the  audience,  but  feledl  pieces  appointed 
by  the  managers/' 

"About,  twenty  years  ago,  the  pradHce 
of  giving  vails  to  fervants  univerfally  pre- 
vailed through  Scotland.  Nothing  can  be 
conceived  meaner,  on  the  part  of  a  mafter, 
than  permitting  his  fervants  to  be  paid  by 
others  than  himfelf ;  nothing  more  inhofpi- 
table  towards  guefts,  than  fufiering  them,  in 
a  manner,  to  pay  for  their  entertainment 
Nothing  can  tend  more  to  make  fervants  ra- 
pacious, infolcnt,  and  profligate,  than  allow- 
ing 
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ing  them  to  difplay  their  add  reft  in  extradl- 
ing  money  from  the  vifitors  of  their  lord ; 
yet  this  cuftom  had  crept  in  univerfally.  lys 
bad  effects  had  already  been  feverely  felt, 
when  an, outrage A>f  the  footmen  in  the  play- 
houfe  difplayed  the  evil  in  fo  flrong  a  hght, 
as  to  occafion  its  redrefs/' 

"  Although  it  is  the  province  of  the 
ftage  to  lafh  the  vices,  and  ridicule  the.  follies 
of  the  people  in  all  ranks ;  yet,  foon  after  the* 
fjirce  of  High  Life  Below  Stairs  was  publifh- 
cd,  the  footmen^  taking  it  in  high  dudgeon, 
that  a  farce,  refleding  on  their  fraternity 
Ihould  be  exhibited,  refolved  that  it  Ihould 
be  no  more  performed.  Accordingly,  upon 
the  fecond  night  of  its  being  announced  in 
the  bills,  as  a  part  of  the  entertainment,  Mr 
Love,  one  of  the  managers,  came  upon  the 
llage,  and  read  a  letter,  containing  the  mod 
violent  threatenings,  both  againft  the  adlors 
and  the  houfe,  in  cafe  the  piece  fliould  be 
reprefented ;  declaring,  that  above  feventy 
people  had  agreed  to  facrifice  fame^  honour 
and  profit  to  prevent  it.  Notwithftanding  this 
fulmination,  the  performers  were  ordered  to, 
go  on.  That  fervants  might  not  be  kept  in 
B  b  b  the 
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the  cold,  nor  induced  to  tipple  in  the  adja* 
cent  ale-houfcs,  while  they  waited  for  their 
tnaflers,  the  humanity  of  the  gentry  had  pro- 
vided that  the  upper  gallery  fliould  afford 
gratis  admiflioh  to  the  fervants  of  (uch  per- 
sons as  were  attending  the  Theatre*  Yfet, 
did  the  only  part  of  the  fpedlators,  which 
were  admitted  for  nothing,  prefume  to  for- 
bid the  entertainment  of  their  matters,  be- 
caule  it  expofed  the  vices  of  their  own  order. 
No  fooner  was  the  piece  begun,  than  a  pro- 
digious noife  was  heard  from  the  foottoens 
gallery :  they  w^re  ordered  to  be  filent,  but 
inefJedually.  Many  of  the  gentleman  <lifco- 
vered,  among  this  noify  crew,  their  indivi- 
dual fervants.  When  theft  would  not  ful> 
mit  to  authority,  their  mafters,  aflifted  by 
others  in  the  houfe,  went  up  to  the  gallery ; 
and  it  was  not  till  after  a  battle,  and  that  the 
iervants  were  fairly  overpowered,  and  thruft 
out  of  the  houfe,  that  qnietnefs  could  be  re- 
ftored/* 

"  So  daring  an  infult  made  it  not  only  nc- 
cefH^ry  that  the  fervants  dhould  be  deprived 
of  the  freedom  of  the  play-houfe,  which  they 
liad  fo  grofsly  abufed,  but  that  the  pra(flicc 
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of  gWing  vails,  fo  pernicious  to  their  morals, 
fliould  be  abolilhed.  The  gentlemen  of  the 
county  of  Aberdeen  had  the  merit  of  being 
the  firft  to  make  a  refolution  neither  to  give, 
nor  allow  their  feryants  to  receive,  any  money 
from  their"  vifitors,  under  the  name  of  drink- 
money,  card-money,  &c. ;  and  inftcad  of  it, 
to  augment  their  wages.  They  were  follow- 
ed by  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  of  Edin- 
burgh, by  the  Faculty  of  Advocates,  and 
other  refpcdlable  public  bodies  j  and  the 
pradice  was  utterly  exploded  over  all  Scot- 
land*/' 

Two  theatrical  reformations  took  place 
during  my  management,  which  I  cannot 
help  deeming  worthy  of  notice. 

It  had  been  a  cuftom,  before  the  Theatre 
came  into  my  hands,  for  gentlemen  to  pro-^ 
cure  admittance  at  the  ftage  door,  who  moft 
generally  fought  it  under  the  impulfe  of  in- 
ebriety. The  green-room  was  confequenily 
open  to  a  variety  of  vifitors ;  and  the  ladies 
drefling- rooms  liable  to  the  obtrtifions  of 
B  b  b  2  .  effrontery 

♦  Hiftory  of  Edinburgh,  B.  HI.  p.  374. 
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effrontery  or  defign.  The  bufinefe  of  the 
adlors  was  impeded,  and  the  fcenery  inter- 
fperfed  with  objedls  vifibly  adluated  by  in- 
toxication, and,  of  courfe,  at  war  with  the  two 
galleries,  which  interrupted  the  performance, 
and  gave  offence  to  the  fober  part  of  the 
houfe.  To  thefe  intrufions,  I  judged  it  ne- 
ceffary  inftantly  to  put  a  ftop. 

This  cuflom  was  prevalent  in  my  memo- 
ry at  both  houfes  in  London.  Mr  Garrick 
firft  threw  it  into  ridicule,  in  the  perfbn  of 
the  Fine  Gentleman^  in  his  farce  of  Lttbcy  fo 
happily  hit  off  by  Mr  Woodward*  j  and  af- 
terwards with  a  ftrong  hind  abolifhed  its  ex- 
iftence,      I   myfelf  faw  the    flage   door  of 

Drury- 

*  "  Fine  Gent.  I  drefs  in  the  evening,  and  go  generally 
behind  the  fcenes  of  both  play  houfes  ;  not,  you  may  ima- 
gine, to  be  diverted  with  the  play»  but  to  intrigue,  and  {hew 
myfelf— I  ft  and  upon  the  ft  age — talk  aloud — and  ftarc 
about— <- which  confounds  the  a<flors,  and  difturbs  the  audi- 
ence. Upon  which/ the  galleries,  who  hate  the  appearance 
of  one  of  us,  begin  to  hifs,  and  cry  off^  <»^-- While  I  undaont- 
cd  ftamp  my  foot  fo-rioll  with  my  ftjouldcr  thus — take  fnuff 
with  my  right  hand,  and  fmilc  fcornfuUy — thus. — This  «• 
afperates  the  favagfes,  and  they  attack  us  with  vollies  of 
fuck'd  oranges  and  half  eaten  pippins/' — 

Lethe,  p.  i8. 
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Drury-Lane,  when  I  belonged  to  that  houie, 
fhut  againft  one  of  the  firft  princes  of  the  blood. 

It  was  a  pradlice  alfo  in  Edinburgh,  among 
a  particular  fet  of  young  men,  through  the 
defire  of  fun,  as  they  were  pleafed  to  term 
it,  or  the  kicking  up  a  duft  in  the  The- 
atre, to  behave,  on  any  trifling  occafion,  in 
a  riotous  manner,  to  maltreat  the  door- 
keepers, if  they  dared  to  oppofe  them,  and 
carry  it  oflf  with  impunity.  One  of  thefe 
gentlemen,  for  wantonly  ill-treating  one  of 
the  fervants  of  the  houfe  on  his  poft,  and  in 
the  exercife  of  his  duty,  was  fecured,  and  re- 
tained in  cullody  till  he  procured  a  perfbn 
to  be  anfwerable  for  his  appearance  the  fol- 
lowing day.  For  this  his  apprehenfioh  and 
detainure,  becaufc  it  had  been  put  in  execu- 
tion without  the  afliftance  of  a  peace-officer, 
was  I,  as  manager,  profccuted  by  the  offending 
party  {or  falfe  tmprifonment^  as  he  thought  pro- 
per to  ftile  it,  an^  breach  of  Magna  Cbarta. 

The  caufe  was  tried,  and  finally  given  in 
my  favour,  by  the  Lords  of  Seffion ;  when 
an  injundHon  was  delivered  from  the  bench 
by  the  late  Lord  Prefident,  **  That  whenever 

the 
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the  fmalleft  indication  appeared  of  an  iatenp* 
tioa  to  commit  a  riot  -within  the  walb  of  the 
Theatre,  the  door-keepers  and  fervants  of 
the  houfe  fhottld  be  inftna€t«d  to  apprehend 
the  delinquent,  and  deliver  him  up  to  the 
guard.  Becaufe,  as  had  been  ccmtended  for, 
and  very  juftly  obferved,  the  audience  might 
be  thrown  into  confufion,  the  groffeft  irregu- 
larities committed,  and  tlie  offender  fled,  be- 
fore a  town-officer,  if  not  accidentally  preCeat^ 
could  poffibly  be  procured." 

The  aforefald  grievances,  by  thefe  means, 
were  effeftually  fuppreffed.  So  fenfible  arc 
the  audience  of  the  advantages  derived  from 
the  fccnes  being  kept  clear,  that,  I  am  con- 
fident, if  a  ftranger  was  now  feen  between 
the' wings,  they  would  not  fuffer  the  play  to 
proceed  till  the  objea  of  their  difpleafurc 
Ihould  be  removed*.     The  fervants  at  die 

doors 

•This  RTicTance  cannot  hi  betttr  defcrib-d  than  in  the 
words  of  CoUey  Cibber.  "  Thole  "  gentlemen,"  he  fays, 
"feemed  more  delighted  to  be  pretty  objefts  themftlvei, 
than  capable  of  any  pleafure  from  the  play  ;  who  took  their 
daily  ftands  where  they  might  beft  elbow  the  adtor,  and  come 
hi  for  their  Ihareof  the  auditoiJ  at^eoMoo.  .lo  many  a  la* 
boored  fcene  of  llie  warmejl  Ijuinour,  and  of  the  moft  affec- 
ting paffion,  have  I  feen  the  be.1  aflors  difconcerted,  wbile 
thtfe  buzzing  mufquitos  have  been  fluiteiing  round  their  eje« 
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doors  of  the  Tlieatrc,  by  the  before-mention- 
ed decree,  are  enabled  to  maintain  their  polls 
^ith  a  confident  and  refpedlful  idea  of  the 
fituation  in  which  they  ar:e  ftationed,  and 
the  audience  are  permitted,  witliout  mc^efta- 
tion,  to  enjoy  thofe  amufements  for  which 
they  are  met. 

But  although  the  removal  of  the  fir  ft  of 
thefe  grievances  yielded  comfort  to  the  per* 
formers  behind  rfie  fcencs,  and  the  latter  dif-  ' 
fafed  (lillnefs  and  quiet  before  the  curtain, 
both  the  one  and  the  other  affixed  a  rooted 
diilike  againft  th^  mamager,  among  a  certain 
defcription  of  men,  whofe  favourite  evening 
purfuits  thole  regulations  had  reftraincd* 
And  I  have  good  reafons  to  fuppofe,  from 
after  confequences,  that  the  old  adage  of, 
"  The  remedy  is  worfe  than  the  difeafe/'  may 

with 

and  ears.  I  have  been  the  more  copious  rpon  this  head, 
that  it  might  be  judged,  how  much  it  ft  cod  m  upon  to  have 
got  rid  of  thcjfe  improper  fpe^ators  I  have  been  fpeakipg  off: 
for  whatever  regard  we  might  draw  by  keeping  them  at  z 
d'dance  from  our  ftage,  I  had  obfcrved,  while  they  were  ad- 
mitted behind  our  fcencs,  we  but  too  often  ftiewed  them  the 
wrong  fide  of  our  tapeftry  ;  and  thus  many  a  tollerablc  a^or 
was  the  lefs  valued,  when  it  was  known  what  ordinary  (lu6F 
he  was  made  of." 

ClBBER,|).  34«^ 
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with  refpedl  to  me,  as  manager,  with  too  much 
propriety  be  applied.  For  I  am  forry  to  fay, 
that  on  fome  occafions  I  have  experienced 
very  unpleafing  effedls  from  my  having  per- 
fifted  to  do  my  duty  in  the  fituation  in  which 
I  was  placed. 

No  man  is  without  his  faults,  nor  no  ma- 
nager without  his  enemies  ;  fome  muft  confe- 
quently  have  fallen  to  my  lot ;  and  the  num- 
•  bers  of  the  latter  were  not  diminifhed  by 
the  regulations  before  ftated.  The  beaus 
being  denied  their  evenings  lounge  behind 
the  curtain,  and  the  bucks  deprived  of  their 
noify  freedoms  in  the  front ;  they  reviled  the 
caufe  of  their  forced  compliance  with  or- 
der and  regularity,  and  their  voices  of  courfe, 
in  all  other  refpeds,  ran  counter  to  the  mea- 
fures  of  the  manager.  He  was  cenfured  for 
accidents  which  were  out  of  his  power  to  pre- 
vent :  He  was  blamed  for  things  he  had  done, 
and  condemned  for  things  he  had  not  done : 
for,  right  or  wrong,  with  thofe  who  were  pre- 
determined to  be  difpleafed,  his  arrangements 
mufl:  be  exploded. 
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SECT.     XXI. 

Two  companies  at  the  fame  time  in  Edinburgh — 
Effe&s  of  two  Theatres  formerly  in  London — 
In  Dublin — Lifts  of  the  two  companies  in  E^in^ 
burgh — Difcufjions  before  the  Lards  of  SeJ/ion 
-'-'Their  interlocutors  refpedling  the  Theatre 
Royal — Mrs  BilUngton  thert. 

1  HE  prefent  feafon,  1793,  having  commen- 
ced before  I  had  it  in  my  power  to  lay  the 
foregoing  fhects  before  the  public  eye  j  and 
a  circumftance  more  momentous  to  myfelf, 
the  Theatre,  and  the  Public,  than  any  thing 
that  has  formerly  occurred  in  the  dramatic 
line,  having  recently  taken  place,  I  think  it 
neceflary  to  comprize,  at  leafl  the  out-lines  of 
that  event,  within  the  limits  of  the  prefent 
yrort 

Mr  Kemble,  from  the  Dean  of  Faculty's 
decreet-arbitral  upon  the  mutual  ijiiflives  of 
November  2.  1 79 1 ,  already  inferted,  and  ex- 
plained*, preferred  a  claim  to  perform  in  the 

C  c  c  city 

•  Sc?  page  202. 
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city  of  Edinburgh,  independent  of  the  Thea- 
tre Royal.  With  this  intent,  he  takes  the 
Circus,  and  advertifes  to  open  it  as  a  Theatjre, 
in  dired:  violation  of  the  lavs  of  the  land,  • 
and  in  contempt  of  the  King's  Royal  Patent ; 
tinder  which  the  exiflirjg  Theatre  had  con- 
tinued to  he  opened  for  five  and  twenty 
years. 

The  fuppofition  of  two  Theatres,  fexifting 
in  Edinburgh,  even  increafed  as  it  is  in  fize, 
and  the  number  of  its  inhabitants,  cannot  for 
a  moment  be  entertained  by  thofe  who  are 
the  leaft  converfant  in  ftage  matters. 

Two  play-houfes  ia  the  city  of  London^ 
within  the  prefent  century,  were  ruinous  to 
each  other.  Gibber,  on  this  head,  makes  the 
following  declaration :  "  It  paay  be  worth  the 
public  obfervation,  if  any  thing  I  have  faid  of 
it  can  be  fo,  that  gn^  ftage  may,  as  I  have 
proved  it  has  done,  very  laudably  fupport  it- 
felf,  by  fuch  fpcdlacles  only  as  are  fit  to  de- 
light a  fenfible  people ;  but  the  equal  profpe- 
rity  of  two  ftages  has  always  been  of  a  very 
fhort  duration  *." 

A  THEATRICAL 
f  CoUey  Cibber,  p.  274. 
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A  THEATRICAL  nvalfliip  ia  my  time,  toot 
place  in  Dublin.  Moflbp  in  Smock-Alley, 
and  Barry  and  Woodward,  in  a  new  Theatre 
in  Crow-flreet,- were  the  contending  parties. 
.  The  exertions  of  fflends  on  each  fide,  fup- 
ported  the  rival  houfes  for  a  time ;  but  the 
reftilt  of  the  oppofition  proved,  in  the  end,,  the 
ruin  of  both.  The  legiflature  at  length  inter- 
fered, and  the  dramatic  amufements,  by  an 
avfl  of  parliiftient,  were  confined  ia  that  city 
to  one  Theatre, 

The  prefent  feafon  at  the  Theatre  Royal 
of  Edinburgh,  commenced  on  Saturday,  Ja- 
nuary the  1 2th,  undet  the  diredlion  of  Mrs 
feften,  in  confequence  of  her  leafe  for  ^  year ; 
Mr  WilUamfon  having  been  appointed  adl- 
ing  manager. 

Percy,  Earl  of  Northumberland^  and  the  mu- 
fical  entertainment  of  the  Highland  Reel^  were 
Jthe  opening  pieces.  Mrs  Whitlock,  an  adlrels 
of  eftabliihed  merit,  made  her  firfl  appearance 
on  that  Stage,  in  the  part  of  Elwina;  and 
Mr  Whitlock,  lat?  manager  o^the  Theatre 
Royal  of  Ncwcallle,  in  Earl  Raby. 

The  following  lift  at  that  period  composed 
the  company. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


3»8 


HISTORY    OF 


L 

/  5  r 

OF  THE  COMPANY  AT  THE  THEATRE  ROYAL, 

pr  - 

1793- 

\/    MeffrsWilfon, 

W^  Mrs  Whitlock, 

Whitlock, 

t>           Nunns, 

U'' 

Chalmers, 

Warrell, 

V  '  "    . 

Lamafh, 

•    Rowfon, 

^ 

Scriven^, 

Chafteris, 

/ 

Nunns; 

Bland, 

v^^ 

Baker, 

Baker, 

Hallion,    ^ 

G.  Wflfon, 

Bland, 

\/^Mifs  Fontenelle, 

Bland  jun* 

Harley, 

Egan, 

Hopkins, 

Warrell, 

V    Mrsjackfon. 

y^ 

Meadows, 
Charteris, 

Charteris  j  un 

L. 

• 

Mountfort, 

\ 

Williamfon. 

Meffrs  Middlcton,  a  principal  tragedian,  and 

Bowden,  in  the  vocal  line, 
were  engaged  for  a  certain  number  of  nights. 

Though 
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Though  Mr  Kemble  had  removed  from 
the  Theatre  Royal,  at  the  expiration  of  \m 
leafe,  it  now  appeared  evident  that  he  wat 
determined*  to  perfifl:  in  fetting  up  a  rival 
Theatre  in  Edinburgh,  for  vvrhich  purpofe  he 
had  agreed  with  the  very  numerous,  proprie- 
tors of  the  Circus,  fdr  a.  leafe  of  that  fubje<ft^ 
as  a  proper  place  for  carrying  on  the  adven- 
ture, with  a  confiderable  party  to  fupporc  him 
in  the  projecfl.  A  proteft,  therefore,  was  im-- 
mediaitely  taken  ag^ainft  Mr  Kemble,  intima- 
ting to  him,  that  to  adl  there  for  gain  was 
equally  agaiuft  law,  and  againft  the  rights  of 
the  Theatre  Royal  of  Edinburgh,  and  that 
the  truftee  for  Mr  Jackfon  and  the  creditors, 
"was  difpofed  to  avail  himfclf  of  all  the  powers 
the  law  might  afford  for  repreffing  fuch  a 
meafure. 

Mr  Kemble,  however,  perfifted  in  his  pur- 
pofe, and,  about  the  middle  of  January,  ad- 
vertife^  that  li€  was  to  open  a  Theatre  upon 
the  2 1  ft.  A  bill  of  fufpenfion  and  interdidl 
was  forthwith  prepared  for  the  refpondents, 
and  prefented  to  Lord  Swinton  Ordinary  up- 
on the  19th,  in  order  to  prevent  Mr  Kemble's 
proceeding  to  execute  his  purpofe. 

-  A  DE- 
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A  DECLARATOR  .  of -  traft  was  alforaifed 
5igainft  the  patentees,  in  order  to  have  the 
patrimonial  right  in  the  patent  afcertained^ 
and  the  executed  fummons  was  produced 
along  with  the  bill  •  Mr  Kemble,  oil  the  o- 
ther  hand,  thought  proper  to  prefent  a  bill  of 
fufpenfion;  prayiilg  for  a  prohibition  againft 
being  troubled  or  molefted  by  the  tefpon*-" 
dents. 

K 

Mean  time, he  prepared  to  follow  Up  his  acL^ 
vertifements,  with  exhibiting  thofe  theatrical 
performances  he  had  fb  repeatedly  announced^ 
The  alterations  of  the  Circu$  were  at  Icngdl 
completed ;  the  ftage  was  brought  forward  in- 
to the  area  which  had  formerly  been  ufed  fof 
equeftrian  exerciles,  the  remainder  of  that  place 
forming  the  pit,  which  was  inclofed  with  a 
Icmicircle  of  boxes.  The  whole  was  fitted  up 
with  confiderable  expence,  in  a  fhewy  theatri- 
cal-ftile;  and  on  the  21ft  of  January  the  houft 
was  opened,  under  the  name  of  the  New 
Theatre,  with  the  comedy  of  the  Rivals^  and 
the.  farce  oi  Peeping  ^om^ 
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L'l  s  r 

OF  THE  COMPANY  AT  THE  CIRCUS| 
1793- 

/  MefTrS'  Kemble^  Mrs  Kemble,  • 

i^        Lee-Lewes^  Lee-Lewes, 

Woods,  Woods, 

u-"'      iVrchcr,  Rubery,- 

Swendall,     v  Walcot, 

Fox,  Edwin, 

C.  Kemble,  Mils  Rofs, 

Siddonsjun. 
f  Edwin, 

Bell, 
^.^  Sparks, 

Whitmore, 

Moreton, 

Clark, 

Rubery, 

Crew, 

Price, 

The   Lord  Ordinary  immediately  htard 

counfcl  upon  the  bills  of  fufpenfion.     The 

refpondents  produced  the  letter  of  Mr  Dun- 

das's  fecretary*  ;  but  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's 

priginal  confent  having  happened  to  be  mijC- 

|aid,  it  was  denied  upon  the  part   of  Mr 

Kemble, 
^  Appcadis,  No.  XXIIL 
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Kemble,  that  any  fuch  confent  had  been 
given,  although  his  own  agent  was  poflefled 
at  the  time  of  the  Duke's  letter,  fignifying 
that  his  Grace  had  given  the  confent  in  ques- 
tion to  Mrs  Eflen*.  In  thefe  circumftances, 
the  Lord  Ordinary  did  not  chufe  to  grant  an 
interim  interdicfl,  but  took  the  caufeto  report, 
and  ordered  memorials.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  Duke  of  Hamilton  wrote  the  following 
letter  to  Mrs  Bennet : 

London^  Z.\Jl  yanuary  1793. 

"I  HAVE  confented  to  Mrs  Ellen's  adling 
under  the  patent  for  the  Edinburgh  Theatre, 
in  confequence  of  the  Icafe  (he  has  obtained 
from  Mr  Jackfon's  truftees, 

(Signed)     "  Hamilton  and  Brandon." 

On    the   other   hand,  the  annexed  letter 
from  Mr  Dundas  was  produced : 

My  Lord,  Wimbledon^  22d  January  1793* 
''  I  HAD  determined  to  take  no  part  in  the 
prefent  difputes  about  the  Edinburgh  Thea- 
tre, and  it  is  (lill  my  wifh  not  to  do  it  j  but  if 
any  advantage  is  taken  of  any  fuppofed  con- 
fent given  by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  I  au-r 

thorifc 
•  Sec  Appendix,  No.  XXV. 
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thor'rfe  your  Lordftiip,  the  Lord  Provoft,  and 
the  Dean  of  Faculty  to  adl  in  my  name,  as 
you  think  moft  expedient  for  the  general  fa- 
Usfa(5lion  and  amufement  of  the  town  of 
Edinburgh  ;  and  'Vrhatever  you  dp,  I  fhall 
X  approve  of.  And  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)     Henry  Dundas." 

The  application  upon  which  this  letter  was 
obtained,  does  not  appear,  nor  upon  what 
grounds  the  gentlemen  mentioned  in  the 
above  letter  proceeded  in  exercifing  the  dif* 
cretionary  power  thereby  committed  to  them. 
This  much,  however,  is  certain,  that  they  did 
not  follow  out  Mr  Pundas's  9riginal  inten- 
tion, of  hearing  parties  in  the  firft  place ;  for 
the  reipondent^  were  not  called  before 
them,  nor  any  enquiry  made  concerning 
the  authenticity  or  date  of  the  Duke  of  Ha** 
piilton's  confent,  or  notification  thereof  to  Mr 
Pundits,  nor  into  what  had  been  dgne  in  re- 
liance upon  the  verbal  and  written  intima-* 
tion  from  Mr  Dundas,  that  he  was  not  ta 
intejfere.  In  fa<5l,  as  early  as  the  Sth  of  Sep^ 
tember,  Mr  Kemble  had  the  bed  of  all  evi- 
dence that  the  Duke's  confent  was  difpofed  of ; 
and  if  he  concealed  this  circumftance  from 
Mf  JTUQdas^  in  his  after  communications,  he 
P  d  d  eertainly 
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certainly  was  guilty  of  aa  impi'oper  difguife*. 
The  following  document,  however^^  was  forth4 
with  communicated  to  the  refp^ndents. 

*'  Edinburgh^  %9(th  jfanuary  ,i  793» 
As  anthbrifcd  hy  the  Right  Honourable 
Henry  Dundas,  we  hereby  conlent  to  Mr 
Kemble  adling  under  the  patent  for  the  Edin- 
burgh Theatre.     (Signed)  Ro.  Dundas, 

Henry  EtsKiNE* 

Thqs.Eldev" 

Memorials  were  lodged  upon  the  29th  Ja- 
nuary, and  on  the  6th  of  February,  the  follow- 
ing interlocutor  was  pronounced :  "  The 
"  Lord  Ordinary  having  confidered  tjiis  bill, 
**  and  memorials  bine  inde^  and  heard  parties 
"  procurators  fully  thereon,  and  advifed  tv^ith 
"  the  Lords,  pafles  the  bill  on  caution,  and 
**  prohibits  and  difcharges  the  within  Stephen 
^*  Kemble,  or  any  perfon  adling  imder  him, 
"  from  opening  any  Theatre  for  the  perfor- 
^'  mance  of  plays,  interludes,  or  other  enter- 
*'  tainments  of  the  ftage,  within  the  city  of 
"  Edinburgh,  or  fuburbs  thereof,  or  within 
"20  miles  of  the  faid  city,  all  in  terms  of  the 
**  ftatute  iQth  of  George  IL  c.  28/' 

Mi\ 
•  Sec  Appendix,  No.  XXIII.  and  XXIV. 
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Mr  Kemblb  reclaimed)  and  the  Lords  ap- 
^pointed  his  petition  to  be  anfwered  on  Thurs- 
day, February  14th,  which  order  was  after- 
wards prprpgated  to  TuefHay  the  1 9th. 

In  the  interim,  a  fecond  petition  was  put 
in  by  Mr  Kemble,  offering,  on  the  interdidl 
being  fufpended,  to  confign  the  profits  of  his 
houfe,  to  be  afterwards  difpofed  of  by  Mr 
Solicitor,  the  /cnior  counfel  for  the  refpon* 
dents ;  and  thhs  was  followed  with  a  minute, 
offering  to  refer  to  the  fame  gentleman  the 
terms  of  an  atrangment  for  the  winter.  To 
thefe  propofals,  Mrs  Bennet  and  Mr  Playfair 
confented  provifionally,  till  Mrs  Eften  could 
be  heard  from ;  and  the  Lords  fuperfeded 
advifing  the  petition  for  a  fortnight,  Mr 
Soliaitor  forthwith  diredled '  the  interdift 
to  fte  fufpended  in  the  mean  time,  and  the 
profits  of  »he  New  Theatre  to  be  configncd, 
'  fubj(?6l  to  his^ifpofal.  But  Mrs  Eften  hav- 
ing taken  advice  in  England,  upon  the  print- 
ed •  papers  in  the  caufe,  which  were  tranf* 
raitted  to  her,  fhe,  agreeable  to  that  advice, 
determined  to  rely  on  the  judgment  of  the 
Iiords,  and  diredled  her  counfel  to  prepare  - 
anfwers  accordingly. 

•Ddd2  TuESi 
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Thesi  anfwers  were  fubmitted  in  obAlI- 
cnce  to  the  appointment  of  the  Lords ;  and  on 
Thurfday,  February  the  26th^  the/caufe  was 
reheard,  and  the  former  interlocutor  confir- 
med,  which  finally  decided  this  important 
queftion  before  the  Lords.  By  this  decreet 
the  Theatre  Royal  was  eftabliflied  in  its  na- 
tural and  ancient  privileges,  and  once  more 
opened  with  the  fulneft  of  its  bowers*'^ 

At  that  particular  jundure,. the  ^jm^/ri/r/  of 
harmony  were  regaled  with,  thole  delicious 
banquets,  fo  richly  and  luxuriantly  fumiihed 
by  the  inimitable  talents  pf  Mrs  Billincton* 
Her  engaging  mode  of  expreflion,  her  won- 
derful execution,  and  her  extenfive  compafs 
of  voice,  are  not  in  the  fcope  of  language  to 
defcribe  ;  they.muft  be  heard,  and  felt,  before 
any  adequate  conception  can  be  formed  of  licr 
captivating  powers.  •  ;. 
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Supplementary  pbfervations — Upon  the  Jlage  in 

general— Natural  propenftty  to  dramatic  repre^^ 

fentations^^Tbeir  eftimatUn  among  the  ancients 

— Origin  of  ftage  prejudices — Robin   Hood's 

:  plays— ^Popular  in  Scotland — Dijlurhances  in 
Edinburgh  attending  their  fupprejfwn — Stagi^ 
exhibitions  vindicated — Their  propriety — Ttbetr 
utility. 

Among  our  various  refearclies  on  the  pre:- 
fcnt  iubjec^  occurrences  have  ftarted,  and 
fuggeftions  arifen^  fubfequent  to  the  formation 
of  the  early  part  of  this  work,  which,  how- 
ever out  of  time  or  place,  near  as  we  are 
now  drawing  towards  a  finiih,  we  cannot 
jbrbear  holding  up  to  the  reader's  view. 

The, origin  of  the  ftage,  and  progrefs  thro* 
its  infancy,  are  nearly  as  inexplicable,  and  as 
much  involved  in  darlcnefs,  as  the  organiza- 
tion of  thofe  ftates,  in  which  the  light  of  the 
drama  exhibited  its  firft  dawn.  Theatrical 
V  .  ideas, 
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ideas,  and  a  ftrong  incentive. towards  their  tir 
hibition,-  feem  to  be  inherent  in  man ;  which 
impregnate  with  his  nature,  and  fhew  thena- 
felves  in  a  rude,  or  more  poliflied  (late,  as  the 
people,  by  whom  they  are  cheriflied,  make 
advances  in  the  refinements  of  civilization, 

.  Thje:  fav^lge  tndiad^  before  his  naked  audi- 
ence, with  brandiihed  tomahawk^  enadls  hil 
recent  bloody  feats^  and  with  expanding  fea- 
tures, defcribes  the  tortures  of  his  proftrate 
captive,  expiring  beneath  the  foot  of  the  fcal* 
per. 

The  Arcadean  fhepherds^  with  their  hooks 
and  oaten  pipes,  in  alternate  (lanzas,  chant 
out  their  rival  ftrains,  in  praife  of  coy,  but 
lovely  Daphne,  while  the  liftening  ruflics  de* 
cide  the  conteft,  and  prefent  the  bay* 

The  learned,  the  enlightened,  the  actom* 
plifhed  auditor,  feeds  his  dramatic  impolie 
upon  the  conjundl  eiForts  ofadlion  and  elo- 
cution, aided  by  the  coft  and  pageantry  of 
drefs,  with  the  charms  of  fcehic  fpeiflacle,  or 
the  notes  of  fome  fyren's  magic  voic6^  accom* 
panicd  by  the  -enchanting  founds  pf  a  full 
^     "'  '^   .       ^      ^    band; 
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band;  and  pays  tke  admired  exhibitor  for  the 
exertion  of  tholfe  abilities  \fhich  he  envies 

and  applauds.    • 
f  ■ 

Sir  RichAed  Stbel's  accomplifhed  man 
qf  fafhioft*  fays,  "You  finile  to  fee  me  fa 
complaifant  to  one  whoca  I  pay  for  his  vifit ; 
how,  I  own,  I  think  it  not  enough  barely  to 
pay  thofe  whofe  talents  are  fuperior  to^our 
own,  (I  mean  fuch  talents  as  would  become 
our  condition  if  we  had  them),  Methinks 
we  ought  to  ^  fomething  more,  than  barely 
gratify  them  for  what  they  do  at  our  com- 
mand, only  becaufe  their  fortune  is  below 

The  fir  (I  attainment  of  flage  method,  we 
have  any  knowledge  of,  was  among  the 
Greeks.  Had  the  whole  of  the  works  of 
Ariftotle  been  extant,  we  fhould  have  been 
favoured  with  a  diftindl  account  of  the  au^ 
thors,  adlors,  and  performances,  from  the 
firfl;  formation  of  dialogue,  to  the  time  of 
that  celebrated  genius  f. 

Thespis 

^  Confiious  Lovers^  p.  40. 
t  A  book  called  Ai#«cic«x««.  The  author,  the  famoas  Arif- 
totle* floarifhed  in  the  time  of  Alexander  the  Great  \  he  was 
preceptor  to  that  great  warrior. 
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Thespis  is  generally  allowed  to  hare  been 
the  father  of  the  ftage,  jEfchylus*  foflered 
and  added  to  its  improvement^  ;  and  $opho« 
clest  raifed  it  to  that  height  of  perfedlion  to 
*  which  it  arrived  in  that  more  polifhed  sera  of 
;  thofc  enlightened  dates.  It  is  certain,  how- 
ever, that  there  were  players  long  before  Thef- 
pis.  This  afTertion  we  are  enabled  to  make  from 
the  declaration  of  Plato.  From  Thefpis  to 
-fifchylus,  a  fi)ace  of  an  hundred  years,  we 
know  very  little  of  the  progrefs  of  the  dra- 
ma. Horace  furnifhes  us  with  the  principal 
information, 

**  Poft  hunc  pcrfonae  pallaeque  repertor  honefts 
*'  iEfchjius  et  Modicis  inftravit  pulpita  tignis, 
^*  £t  docuic  magnumqu^  loqui,  nitique  cothumo." 

A.  Poet.  1.  178. 

Homer  is  ftyled  by  Ariftotle  a  compofer 
of  dramatic  poetry  J ;  and  by  Herodotus  and 

Strabo 

•  He  writ  ninety  plays,  of  which  (ix  only  remain.  He 
was  killed  by  the  fall  of  a  tortoife,  which  an  eagle  dafhed 
againft  bis  bald  pate,  miAaking  it  for  a  ftone. 

Val.  Max.  9.  12.  Plim.  10.  3. 

t  He  wrote  one  hundred  and  twenty  plays,  whereof  only 
f^ven  rem^D.  Lucan  fays  he  was  choaked  with  a  grape  (lone* 
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Strabo  we  arc  told,  that  the  elder  Phrinicus 
was  fucceffor  to  Thefpis,  and  that  there  were 
plays*  written  by  Epigenes  and  othersf ,  all 
anterior  to  .ffifchylus* 

Drama  tic  compofitions,  and  the  writers 
and  performers  of  them,  were  held  in  the 
higheft  eftimation  by  the  Grecian  ftatcs.  If 
they  formed  no  part  of  their  religions  cere- 
monies, they  were,  at  leaft,  looked,  up  to  with 
a  great  degree  of  veneration. 

Plato  cenfured  Minos  for  making  war 
againfl  the  Athenians,  becaufe  the  numbers 
of  tragic  poets  and  writers  of  plays  who  re- 
iided  among  them,  would  affix  a  fligma  upon 
him  and  his  family,  which  could  never  be 
erazed. 

So  inviolable  were  the  funds  that  h^ad 
been  railed  for  the  exhibition  of  their,  drama- 
tic fliQws,  that  it  required  the  (kill  and  credit 
of  a  Demofthenes,  to  broach^  even  a  hint  to 
the  people,  that  the  theatrical  money  fhould 

Eee  be 

t  Pratinas,  AIc8p«S|  Phrimcjs,.}ufl.  Cherilusi  Cephifodo- 
rus,  Appalcophanes* 
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be  applied  to  the  ftrvice  of  the  ftate,  by  mak-' 
ing  ufe  of  it  for  carrying  on  the  wan 

"  Was  it  me,  0  Athenians^  who'  faid  that 
the  money  raifed  for  the  exhibition  of  our 
plays  ihould  ever  be  laid  out  for  the  necefja- 
ries  of  the  prefent  war  ?  No,  no,  Jove  the 
Thunderer  bear  me  witnefs,  \  would  not  fo 
fatally  incur  the  indignation  of  the  people**** 

It  is  a  circumftance  not  thr  leall  fingulaar, 
in  the  courfe  of  human  events,  that  a  profeC- 
fion  fo  revered  by  the  polilhed  Greeks,  adop- 
ted by  the  accomplifhed  Romans,  cherifhed 
by  the  members  of  the  church  in  the  Chrifti- 
an  aera,  and  now  the  favourite  amufement  of 
the  Brrtifh  iflands,which  form  the  moft  power- 
ful and  enlightened  empire  upon  earth,, Ihould 
have  fo  funk  in  its  dignity  and  eftimation  as  a 
Jcience,  at  any  intervening  period,  as-  to  have 
had  its  members  deemed  outcafts  from  focie- 
ty,  and  in  fome  parts  of  the  world,  fiot  to 
Have  been  ailowcd  interment  in  confecrated 
ground. 


Some 


•  Firft  Olynth. 
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Some  legal  reftriAions  were  indeed  laid 
upon  the  adlors,  even  by  the  Romans,  for 
which  we  have  the  authority  of  Horace  and 
Tacitus ;  out  theie  were  levelled  more  agatnft 
the  profeflbrs,  than  the  profeflion  itfelf, 
which  they  highly  venerated.  The  former 
of  thefe  authors  informs  us,  that  after  trage- 
dy had  reached  perfedlion,  comedy  fucceeded. 

•  ,  .  ••  Self  in  vitiunf  Ulertas  excidity 

♦•  And  now  the  <^omic  mufe  again  appear'cj, 

*^  Nor  witbSout  pleafure  and  applaufe  was  heard  ; 

•*  But'fpbn  her  freedom  rifing  to  excefi, 

"  The  laws  were  forc*d  her  boldnefs  to  fupprefs ; 

•*  And  when  no  longer  liceac'd  to  defame, 

^'  She  finks  to  iilence,  with  contempt  and  fliamc*." 

In  the  reign  of  Ffancis  the  L  ( 1^41),  an  ac- 
(ufation  was  exhibited  againft  a  company  of 
adlors  before  the  parliament  of  Paris,^  but  that 
^as  riot  in  confequence  of  the  unlawful  nefs  or 
immorality  of  the  profeiHon,  but  againfl  the 
ignorance  and  inabilities  of  the  performers. 
•*  Gen  non  littrez,  ny  entendus  en  telles  af- 
fairs."      • 

E  e  c  2  **  T«JB 

'^;F|iAM.  Hoi.  V.  IV,  p.  247. 
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"  The  CGmmon  people,  as  thtj  came  back 
from  thefe  plays,  would  publicly  and  loudly 
mock  the  a6lors,  and  repeat  the  wprds  the 
players  had  pronounced  wroiig  ;  and  the  au- 
dience would  fay,  in  contempt  of  the  per- 
formers, thq.  Holy  Ghoft  would  not  come 
down  among  them*." 

We  muft  lopk  towards  a  different  quarter 
for  the  fource  of  that  inveteracy  of  prejudice 
formed  againft  the  profeffion  of  the  ftage^ 
formerly  fo  prevalent,  and  which  h?is  not  jc% 
totally  ccafed  to  exift. 

With  the  primitive  fathers  of  the  church,^ 
under  the  wing  of  whofe  brotherly  order, 
dramatic  compofitions  had  been  nurtured, 
the  obje(5lipns  to  their  continuance,  it  is  to 
•  be  prefumed,  originated.  By  them  were  laid 
the  ground- work  of  reproach  both  againft  the 
frequeniters  and  exhibitors  of  ftage  fliews,  thea 

in 

•  Lc  coromunc  pcnplc,  retournant  dcfditf  j€ufc  ft  moc- 
quoientf  hautementf  et  publi^aement  pai:  les  rues  defdits, 
jeuz  et  des  joiiers  contra  fai(ant  quelque  langage  irnproprf» 
r  qu'ih  avoiQt  ou  y  defdlti  jcux,  ou  autre  chofe  roal  faite 
Orianty  par  derifioo,  que  le  S.  Efprit  n'avoit  point  voola 
Aefcendere,  et  par  d'antres  isocqoeioU. 

FAaLlAJUMT   RoLiv 
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in  their  infancy  in  modem  Europe*  Thofe  re- 
ligious enthi^fiafts  planted  the  whole  church- 
artillery,  agaihft  every  thing  that  bore  the 
fn^allcft  refembknce  of  Heathen  worfhip. 

Stage  fubjedls,  deduced  from  ancient 
poeta^  founded  upon  Pagan  mythology,  were 
confequently  exploded  as  the  grofleft  abo^ 
xninations;  the  Jovcs  and  the  Junos,  Ap- 
poUos  and  Venuses,  let  down  between  the 
cloudings  in  their  celeftial  chariots,  we^-e  tXr 
^crated  as  me^e  emblems  of  idolatry. 

The  cry  againfl  a  profeffion,  in  which  arc 
to  be  found  the  nobleft  ledlures  for  the  hu- 
man upderftan^ing,  and  which,  if  properly 
condudled,  muft  ever  be  acknowledged  as 
the  moft  rational  amufemcnt  for  the  relaxa- 
tion of  the  mind;  where  inftrudion  and 
pleafure,  the  utile  dulci^  are  interwoven,  and 
^lay  mutually  be  reaped,  muft  have  been 
raifed  from  different  motives,  and  from  claf- 
fes  of  men.  very  oppofite  in  their  views. 

The  well-meaning  ignorant,  and  the  de- 
signing intelligent  paftors,  at  once  began  the 
holloo ;  the  one  fought  to  reform  and  dircd, 

5hc 
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the  otlier  to  miflc^d  and  control.  The  for-^ 
mer  clafs,  who  through  a  confcicntious  zcal^ 
had  carried  their  fcruples,  even  fo  high,  as  to 
believe  the  having  pemfed  an  epic  poem  in 
the  days  of  their  yoiith,  an  abomihation  be* 
fore  the  Lord,  pronouncfed  all  kinds  of  dia- 
logue, and  every  fpecies  of  fpedlacle,  except 
thofe  of  religious  inftitution,  and  within  the 
walls  of  their  cloyfters,  as  finful  and  profane. 
The  latter,  who  fought  more  ftrongly  tto  im- 
prefs  the  truths  of  their  religion  by  deceptious 
fignatUres,  and  who,  pracSlifing  upon  the  vul- 
gar, reaped  advantages  from  a  difplay  of  re- 
lics and  of  facred  Ihews,  deemed  thofe  of  lay- 
dramatifts  as  injurious  to  their  confequence, 
and  hurtful  to  their  profits.  But,  both  the 
firft  and  the  laft,  for  thefe  different  motives, 
were  unanimous  in  the  extermination  of  the 
devoted  objedl.  The  whole  round  of  the 
drama  was  interdidled,  its  compofitions  ana- 
thematized, and  the  exhibitors  marked  with 
ftigma. 

A  BRAND  impreffed  deep  in  the  face  of  the 
profeflion,  entailed  upon  its  pofterity,  and  irff 
which,  though  the  unfightlinefs  of  the  fear  is 

wora 


Digitized  by 


Google 


THE  SCOTTISH  STAGE.  407 

ivofn  out,  the  £kin  continues  dill  to  be  difco- 
lourecL 

Not  only  to  reprefent^  biit  to  be  prefent 
at  theatrical  reprefentations,  was,  by  St  Auf^ 
tin,  folemnly  pronounced  a  inQfft  crying  fin  ; 
and  in  the  midft  of  this  his  inveteracy  a- 
gainft  the  ftage,  to  fuch  a  height  did  he  carry 
his  religious  zeal,  that  he  moft  earneftly  im- 
plored forgivenefs  of  his  Maker j  for  having 
in  his  early  years  been  ;/&  profane  as  to  have 
nad  VirgiL 

LaSantius^  Bidcj  and  other  venerable 
guides,  who  joined  in  decrying  ftage  perfor- 
mances, declared,  "  The  Tale  of  the  Antipodes 
to  be  only  an  idle  ftory,  a  ridiculous  ro-^ 
mance*  j  yet  thefe,  the  great  luminaries  of  the 
church,  who  have  been  folemnly  canonized, 
and  from  whofe  opinions  the  pfofeffion  of 

an 

*  In  the  year  of  our  Saviotxr  745,  tLc  Archbiftop  of 
Mentz  met  with  a  treatife  concerning  the  Aniip'jdes^  written 
by  Virgilius^  Bifhop  of  Saltjhourg  ;  away  flew  the  over  zea- 
V  tons  Archbifhop,  firft  to  the  Duke  of  Bohemia,  and  from 
hence  to  Pope  Zachrj,  yrho,  by  virtue  of  his  iafaUthllity,  c«n- 
demned  poor  Virgilius  for  an  heretici  becaufe  he  was  ihe 
^tJthor  of  a  book^  which  broached  fuch  rooft  damnable  doc- 
triiie.  AilNALS  or  i^t  Dkama,  p.  /i. 
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an  adlor  is  to  this  day  ill  fpoken  of.  Fot 
what  was  the  outcry  of  the  councils  and  fa- 
thers againft  players?  Nothing  more,  than 
that  thcfe  helte^  zealots,  in  the  rage  of  A6x 
religious  furor^  madly  imagined  them  to  be 
Heathen  tradition-holders,  to  be  relique- 
keepers  of  Paganifin^  and  that  their  works 
were  appropriated,  and  utterly  devoted  to  the 
worlhip  of  falfe  gods»" 


"  Besioss,  thefc  very  fathers  were  in  fad 
little  lefs  than  players  thcmfelves  ;  they  were  ^ 
guilty  of  many  devices,  exclufive  of  the  tricks 
of  the  Cybils,  to  endeavour  to  prove  the  truth 
of  a  religion,  which,  like  the  fun,  wanted  on* 
ly  to  be  fecn  to  bq  reverenced  for  its  bright^ 
ncfs*;' 

The  multitude,  endowed  by  nature  with 
a  promptitude  for  dramatic  ihews,  having 

been 

*  Let  the  reader,  if  be  pleafes,  confult  Caofabon^s  txerd^ 
taiions  upon  Baronius,  Blondil  on  the  Cybils^  and  the  decrees 
of  Pope  Gelafius,  who  prohibiu  counterfeit  propbctti  coun- 
terfeit  gofpeli,  and  counterfeit  ads  of  apoAles ;  all  of  which 
fcencs,  and  many  more,  thefe  rererend  reformers,  the  fathers^ 
played  upon  the  minds  of  the  igno;ant ;  and  aded  religious 
chicaneries  as  grofs  as  the  Seated  errors  of  the  moft  unen* 
lightened  Paganifm.  Annals  oV  the  DaahAi  p.  tu 
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been  precluded  from  their  favourite  atten- 
dance upon  facred  fpedlacles  by  their  formal 
fappreflion,  contrived  for  themfelve^  lay 
compofitions  and  performance^  without  the 
pale  of  the  church's  cenfure. 

They  confifted  of  games  at  merry-meet-^ 
ings  and  feftivals,  wakes,  tides,  and  rufh- 
bearings*,  which,  though  not  exprefsly  thea- 
trical, were  notwithftanding  of  fuch  a  kind, 
as  to  be  analagous  with  thofe  of  the  drama. 

They  were  more  particularly  in  pra<^icc 
by  the  Chriftmas-gambolers,  May-dayers,' 
piauricc-dancers,  and  piafkers.  The  princi- 
pal of  theft  annual  afTociations  were  the  fo- 
lemnization  of  the  games  of  Robin  Hood, 
and  the  Abbot,  or  Lord  of  Mifrule. 

Among* the  earlieft  incidents  of  life,  I  re-* 
colledl  feeing,  in  a  remote  part  of  England, 
one  of  thofe  fets  of  irregulars,  in  that  coun- 
try, cdled    mummers;    from   which  appella- 

F  f  f  rion, 

•  Btfore  the  flagging,  or  flooring,  of  churches  were  intro- 
duced, ii  was  a  csftoin  at  the   Saints   Tide   to  cover  the 
groufid  wii&  rtifliesy  which  they  bone  in  proceffiotv ;  from, 
wl^b  praAice  ch^  nsgne  of  ^JhUaring  wai  deriTcd. 
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tion,  that  outre  mode  of  playing,  commonly 
prafticed  by  itinerant  adlors,  and  fometiuies 
CTen  upon  the  cftablifhed  Theatres,  i?,  we 
prefume,  ftiled  mumming  :  It  was  cpmpoled 
of  young  men,  farmers, fon$,  and  thofe  of  dcr 
cent  tradefmen.  They  had  with  them,  as  is 
cuftomary,  a  Clown,  the  ancient  Fool  of  the 
Hall:  He  had  on  a  patched  jacket  and,  trpw- 
f«rs,  with  a  fox's  tail  to  his  cap. 

The  Jirft  piece ^  or  play,  comprifed  a  kind 
<jf  Harlequin  plot,  with  a  father,  daughter, 
and  two  lovers.  The  fool  of  the  hall  carried 
off  the  lady,  to  the  joy  of  the  ruftic  audience  j 
the  father  was  reconciled,  and  the  lovers 
tnadc  happy. 

The  interlude  reprefented  the  daggering, 
of  a  drunkard,  with  his  glafs  and  bottle  j^ 
and  the  conclufion,  or  farce,  was  a  com- 
pound of  fome  tricks  of  the  fool,  who  was 
fuppofed  to  be  killed ;  and  after  being  tum- 
bled about  in  different  pofitions,  frightened 
his  companions  from  the  ftage,  which  clofed 
the  fcene. 

The  amufements  of  the  evening  were  pre- 
faced with  a  fong,  of  perhaps  thirty  (lanzas, 

by 
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^y  Way.  of  prologue ;  the  hereditary  office,  I 
^was  given  to  underftand,  of  the  motley  fool. 
The  purport  of  the  compoiition  was  to  an- 
ifiounce  the  performers,  V^ho  came  on  one 
^aiter  another,  following  the  Clown  in  a  circle, 
t:ill  the  whole,  with  their  characflers  and  abi- 
lities^ were  pointed  out  to  the  audience. 

The  firfl:  verfe  of  this  fingular  produAion 
I  have  endeavoured  to  recolleil, 

*'  Mj  name  it  is  Captain  Calf-tail,  Calf- tail, 
**  And  oh  my  back  it  is  plain  to  be  fecn ; 

*'  Although  I  am  fimple,  and  wear  a  fool's  cap, 
**  I  am  deariy  belov'd  of  a  queen." 

Through  the  whole  of  theft  performan- 
ces, which  had  been  handed  down  from  fa« 
ther  to  fon,  with  improvements  and  altera-- 
tions  for  centuries  paft,  appeared  the  outlines 
of  ja  Ljiloule^  a  Hippefly,  and  a  Lun.  But 
as  the  exhibitors  had  never  been  at  a  play, 
nor  iinthin  the  walls  of  a  play-houfe,  the  ori- 
gjualiiy  of  the  performances  muft  have  been 
vrich  themi 

The  celebration  of  the   game  of  Robin 

Hood  and .  Little  John,  took  place  in    the 

F  f  f  2  month 
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month  of  May.  The  inhabitants  of  a  ^er- 
tftin  number  of  hamlets^  or  villages,  fele<fled 
for  that  purpofe,  met  together  in  an  open 
place,  as  centrical  as  poflible  ;  where  the  two 
leaders,  Robin  anci  the  fquire,  with  a  feledt 
party  as  yeomen,  were  chofen  from  amidft 
the  vaft  group,  who  continued  as  fpe<5lators 
of  the  fports. 

By  this  chofen  band>  the  feats  of  Robin 
Hood  and  his  merry  men  were  enadled  ;  his 
refcuing  his  imprifoned  followers  from  the 
fheriffof  Notinghain,  his  robbing  the  Biihop 
of  Hereford,  and  making  him  dance  rdund 
an  oakr  in  Barnfdale,  his  conteil  with  the 
pindar  of  Wakefield,  and  many  other  ex- 
ploits of  that  favourite  and  celebrated  out- 
law* 

Thise  fports  were  exhibited  upon  a  Sun- 
day, or  feftival ;  and  fo  wedded  were  the  po- 
pulace to  this  daily  amufement,  that  the 
churches  were  left  empty  by  their  parifliion- 
ers,  who  crowded  to  pay  their  vcipe&s  to 
Robin  Hoodr 

A  RETEREND  prelate,  when  preaching  bc- . 
fore  Edward  VI.  deckred,  that  coming  to  a 

certain 
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Certain  town^  in  order  to  deliver  a  difcourie, 
of  which  he  had  fent  previous  notice^  inftead 
of  finding  a  crowded  congregation  awaiting 
his  arrival,  it  was  half  an  hour  before  the 
key  of  the  church  could  be  fc 
was  informed,   ^^  This  is  a  bu 
lis  j  W6  cfanilot  hear  you  :  It  is  S 
day :  The  parifh  are  gone  abroiiu  tu  gatacr 
for  Robin  Hood,     I  pray  you  let,  [binder) 
them  not.     I.  was  fain  (continues  the  Biftiop) 
to  give  place  to  Robin  Hood.     I  thought  my 
rocket  fhould  have  been  regarded,  though  I 
ihould  not :  But  it  would  not  ferve ;  it  wa& 
fain  to  give  place  to  Robin  Hood's  men*." 

The  Abbot,  or  Lord  of  Mifrule,  in  Eng-^ 
land,  and  Abbot  of  Un-^reafon,  in  Scotland^ 
prefided  over  the  Chriftmas  revels,  fuftained 
a  principal  character  in  their  interludes,  en^ 
tertained  them  with  difcourfe,  and  dofed 
the  (cene  with  an  addrefs  of  his  own  com- 
podngi  by  way  of  epilogue* 

The  games  of  Robin  Hood  and  Little 
John  were  exceedingly  popular  in  3cotland^ 

and 

•  Latimer's  Scrraons,  p.  7j. 
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and  the  attempts  to  fupprefs  theni  createci 
HO  fmall  degree  of  animofity  and  diftur- 
bancei 

**  When  the  minds  of  the  people,'*  fayfe  Mr 
Arnot;,  "  came  to  be  agitated  with  religious 
eontroverfy,  it  was  found  neceflary  to  rejprcfi 
the  game  of  Robin  Hood  by  public  ftatue*; 
The  populace  were  by  no  means  willing  to 

relinquiih 

*  Sixth  I^ariiamcnt  of  Queen  Kfcjric,  XX.  jant  1555,  cap.  61. 

I/emt  It  ig  ftatute  and  ordainedi  that  in  all  times  cnm- 
hiingy  na  manner  of  |krfon  be  chofen  Robert  Hude^  nor  LittU 
John,  AbM  of  Unrreafin^  ^eenis  of  Maii^  nor  otherwi&i 
nouther  in  burgh,  nor  to  landward,  in  onie  time  to  cum  \ 
And  gif  ony  provoft,  baillies,  councell,  and  commnnitie* 
chufe  fik  ane  perfonage^  at  Robert  ttudcy  Little  Johny  AhotU 
of  Un'reafon^  or  Queens j  of  Maiu  within  burgh,  the  chufen 
of  (ik  fall  tine  their  freedome,  for  the  fpace  of  fire  m^i 
iind  otherwife,  (all  be  punifhed  at  the  Queenit  grace  wiB,  aod 
the  acceptar  of  fik  like  office  (hall  be  bantfhed  foorth  of  did 
realme :  And  gif  ony  fik  perfones,  (ik  as  Robert  Hude^  Uttk 
John^  jib^tis  of  Un-reafih,  ^ueenh  of  Maii,  bets  chofen  out- 
with  burgh,  and  uthets  landward  townes)  the  chufer*  (all  paf 
to  our  foveraine  ladie;  ten  pounds,  and  theif  perfbnes  put  is 
waird,  there  to  remaine  during  the  Queenis  grace  pleaAire : 
And  gif  onie  women,  or  .others,  aboiit  fummer  treeS)  fiogaod 
makes  peiturbation  to  the  Queenis  lieges,  in  the  pafiage 
throw  burrowes,  and  other  landward  towneSy  the  n^omea 
perturbatoures,  for  (kafrie  of  money,  or  otherwife,  fall  be 
ukeo,  handledj  and  pat  upon  the  cuck  ftulft  of  ertrif  burgb 
•r  towne. 
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relinquifh  their  favourite  amufcment.  Year 
after  year,  the  magiftrates  of  Edinburgh  were 
obliged  to  exert  their  authority  in  reprefr 
iing  this  game,  oft^n  ineffed^vially*," 

^*  In  thfe  year  1561,  the  mob  were  fo  en^ 
raged  at  being  difappointed  in  making  a  Ro- 
bin Hoody  that  they  rofe  in  mutiny,  feized  on 
the  city  gates,  committed  robberies  upon 
ftrangers,  and  one  of  the  ringleaders  being 
condemned  by  the  magiftrates  to  be  hanged, 
the  mob  forced  open  the  jail,  fet  at  liberty 
the  criminal  and  all  the  prifbners,  a^d  bjroke 
in  pieces  the  gibbet  erecfled  at  the  crofs  for 
executing  the  malefacflor.  They  next  aC- 
&ulted  the  magi{lrate§,  who  were  fitting  in 
the  council  chamberf ,  an4  who  fled  to  the 
tolbooth  for  fhelter,  where  the.  mob  attacked 
them,  battering  the  doors,  and  pouring  ftones 
thro'  the  windows.  Application  was  mada 
to  the  deacons  of  the  corporations,  to  appeafc 
the  tumult.  Remaining,  howerer,  uncon- 
cerned fpedlators,  they  made  ^his  anfwer, 
^y  They  will  be  magiftrates  alone :  Let  tbem  rule 

the 

♦  Council  Regiftery  v.  IV.  p.  4.  30. 
t  Knox'i  Hiftorj,  p.  279. 
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the  multitude  alone^^  The  magiftrates  were 
kept  in  confinement,  till  they  made  procla^ 
mation  be  publiflied,  ofFering  indemnity  to 
the  rioters,  upon  laying  down  their  arms* 
Still,  however,  fo  late  as  the  year  1592^  we 
find  the  General  Affembly  complaining;  ^pf- 
the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath  by  i^akijqg 
oi  Robin  Hood  player      ' 

That   ftrong  prepoffefEon,  we   have   at. 
ready  noticed,  for  ftage   reprefeatatipns,  fo 
prevalent  in  unperverted  nature,  on  the  final . 
fiippreflion   of  the  games  beforcmentionecj^ 
bur  ft  forth  in  a  fhape  more  difplealhig  to  tl;c 
oppofers  of  every  mode  of  recreation:  For  ; 
we  find,  from  refpedtable  authority,  that  in  . 
the  year   1601,  an  attempt  was  made  avow- 
edly, and  by  royal  fandlion,  to  open  a  houfe  in 
the  city  of  Edinburgh,  for  the  reprefentati^ 
of  ftage  plays. 

"  The  King  having  that  year  licenced  a 
company  of  comedians  to  acSt  in  Edinburgh, 
the  city-clergy  exclaimed  loudly  ia  their  Icr- 
mons  againft  dramatic   entertainments  and 

adoTSj 

^  Book  of  UaiTcrfal  Kirk,  p.  41^. 
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adlors  in  their  fcflion,  and  forbade  the  people 
to  attend  the  play-houfe,  on  pain  of  church- 
^enfures.  This  was  certainly  carrying  the 
thing  farther  than  it  ought ;  for  the  ftagc, 
tinder  proper  regulation,  may  be  made  no 
mean  auxiliary  to  the  pulpit ;  befides,  what- 
ever contributes  to  make  life  glide  harmlefsly 
on,  is  at  leaft  not  criminaL  The  youngs  gay ^ 
and  fair^  though  they  did  not  dare  to  dif^ 
obey  their  teachers,  yet  every  where  vented 
their  indignation  againft  their  monkifh  au{^ 
tcrity,  v^hile  the  King,  who  juftly  regarde4 
the  ^prohibition  as  an  infult  on  his  preroga- 
tive, called  the  members  of  the  feflion  before 
him,  and  ordained  them  to  annul  it.  This 
they  unwillingly  did  the  day  after,  and  the 
play-houfe  became  more  crowded  than  ever*/* 

At  a  more  recent  period,  fbmetime  between 
the  years  1718  and  1730, 1  hear  of  a  Theatre, 
under  the  diredlion  of  one  Tony  Alfton,  in 
a  clofe  on  the  north  fide  of  the  High  Street, 
•near  Smith's  land.  A  Mrs  Millar,  at  that 
era,  was  efteemed  a  capital  adlrefs ;  and 
was  'alfo  a  very  handfome  woman.  Mr  Weft- 
combe   was   the    principal   comedian.     The 

G  g  g  fchemc 

•  Maitland's  Hiftory  of  Scotland,  v.  H.  p.  1294. 
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fcheme  was  fuppcfrted  by  annustl  tickets,  (Jib-* 
fcribed  for  by  the  favourers  of  the  drama!  j 
but,  as  ufual,  met  with  difapprobattoa  firom 
its  declared  opponents. 

So  violent  were  the  enthufiafls  ev'ca  of 
latter  days,  and  fo  cnflamed  the  minds  of 
their  zealous  and  gloomy  followers,  againit 
all  kinds  of  meetings,  for  recreation  or  a* 
mufement  of  a  public  nature,  that,  about  the 
beginning  of  this  century,  even  at  an  ajQTem- 
bly  for  dancing  only,  the  company  were  at- 
faulted,  and  the  doors  of  the  building  per- 
forated with  red-hot  fpits. 

Theiu  principal  obj«<5lions  to  the  ella- 
blifhment  of  ftage  performances  w^erc,  That 
they,  held'  out  allurements  dangerous  to 
youth  :  That  they  gave  offence  to  the  pub- 
lic at  large,  by  their  tendency  to  licentiouf- 
nefs  :  And  that  they  were  injurious  to  the 
poor. 

We  fliall  not,  in  reply  to  thefe  allegations, 
launch  out  into  that  detail  of  argument,  which 
naturally  prefTes  upon  the  fubjedl :  Suffice  it 
to  obferve,  that  the  ftage,  which  has  made  a 
part  in  the  cntertainmcuts  of  every  civili- 
zed 
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zed  flate,  when  fct  in  competition  with 
their  other  atnufements,  as  vehicles  of  in- 
ftrucSlivc  and  rational  tendency,  cannot  poC- 
fibly  fuffer  in  the  comparifon.  And  as, 
from  the  fran^e  and  conftitution  of  the 
mii^s  of  men,  relaxiations  are  neeeflary, 
thoie  of  the  ftage,  after  the  clofeft  invefti- 
gaticm^  muft  be  favoured  with  a  preferable 
euflencet 

VouNG  pe#ple,  of  every  denomination,  if 
inclined  to  be  idle,  will  eafily  find  excufes 
from  bufinefs  or  ftudy ;  and  we  appeal  to 
die  directors  of  youth^  either  mailers^  pre- 
ceptors, or  fathers,  whether  they  would  not 
ratiier  prefer  the  beholding  their  pupils  at 
the  Theatre,  where  people  of  rank  and  libe- 
ral profeflions,  capable  of  enforcing  refpedl 
and  decency  by  their  prefence  and  example, 
may  approve  or  explode  their  condudl,  ra- 
ther than  hear  of  their  immoral  condu(5l  at 
more  dangerous  meetings,  where  they  have 
no  reftricflions  over  them,  either  from  a  fenfe 
pf  decency  or  fliame. 

Talking  upon  this  fubjedl  fome  years 

?go  with  Mr  Bolton  of  Birmingham,  who 

G  g  g  2  kept, 
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kept,  and  I  believe  ftill  keeps,  a  mod  cxtcn- 
£ive  work  at  that  place,  ifl  which  he  then  gave 
employment  to  not  lefs  than  500  hands,  he 
affured  me,  that  whenever  his  people  were 
inclined  to  relax,  he  conftantly  recommead- 
ed  it  to  them  to  go  to  the  play  ;  for  then, 
continued  he,  I  am  furc  of  feeing  them  in 
the  morning,  fober  and  pleafcd :  Whereas,  on 
the  other  hand,  if  they  were  to  make  a  St 
Monday  at  foot-ball,  fives,  or  fldttles,  they 
adjourned  to  the  ale-houfe  in  the  evening, 
and  feldom  appeared  at  their  bufinefs  the  fol- 
lowing day,  or  perhaps  for  days  after.  Men- 
tioning this  circumllance  lately  to  a  mer- 
cl\ant  from  the  fame  town,  I  was  afiiired, 
that  the  above  fentiments  were  thofe  of  the 
manufkdhirers,  in  general,  in  that  diftridL 

We  will  not  contend,  that  exceptionable 
a(5lions  and  paflages  do  not  frequently  exift 
upon  the  ftage.  But  the  audience  have  it 
conftantly*  in  their  eye  to  corredl  them  :  for 
if  there  were  no  purchafers  of  ribaldry,  there 
could  be  no  retailers  of  it.  "  Alas  !*'  ob- 
ferves  CoUey  Gibber, 

•'  Where's  that  palace,  whereinto  fomctimes, 

«'  Foul  things  intrude  not  ?*'  Shakespzare. 
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"  But  I  cannot  allow  them  to  irtpeach  the 
profeflion^  while  they  are  fo  palpably  owing 
to  the  depraved  tafte  of  the  multitude,  with 
whoni  cafual  follies  arc  the  mofl:  profitable 
commodities.  Why  ihould  we  wonder,  that, 
tiiTie  out  of  mind,  the  poor  comedian,  when 
real  wit  wouki  bear  no  price,  fliould  deal  in 
what  would  bring  him  mofl  ready  money*/* 

But  thefe  liberties,  which  the  author  fo 
much  complkins  of  in  the  comedies  of  his 
time,  have  beeti  fufficicntly  exploded,  and  the 
exceptionable  pafTages,  imder  a  decent  regu- 
lation, have  beea  corredled,  or  fupprelTed  in 
the  reprefentation  j  and  I  am  convinced,  that 
if  fome  of  the  popular  piecesi  of  thofe  days 
had  been  now  produced,  with  tlie  pafTages 
they  contained,  they  would  not  be  fuffered 
one  moment  to  exift.  The  reformation  thus 
wrought  proves  the  truth  of  Golley  Gibber's 
afTertion,  '*  That  the  corruption  of  the  The- 
atre is  no  difproof  of  its  innate  and  primative 
utility." 

With  refpedl  to  the  other  article  of  ob- 
jedlion,  that  the  profeffion  is  injurious  to  the 

poor, 

♦  CoUey  Cibbcr,  p.  ^o. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^12  HISTORY    OF 

poor,  we  are  apt  to  believe,  that  fliould  we 
incline  to  fport  in  figures,  and  indulge  ia 
calculation,  we  fliould  find  it  no  difficult  talk 
to  afcertain,  by  proof,  that  the  effects  of  ftagc 
reprefentations  are  the  very  reverfc. 

Providence,  for  the  well-being  and  exiC. 
tence  of  fociety,  has  neceflarily  placed  man- 
kind in  a  ftate  of  fubordinancy ;  and  every 
individual  deferves  well  of  the  community,  by 
living  up  to  the  rank  in  which  he  has  been 
placed.  Money  expended  by  the  rich  flows 
into  the  pockets  of  the  tradefmen,  for  the 
purchafe  of  clothing,  and  the  furnifliing  their 
equipage  and  tables ;  from  thence  it  defcends 
to  the  fupport  of  the  poor^  by  being  paid  for 
their  labour,  through  the  feveral  articles  of 
coniumption. 

Places  of  amufement  t)ccafion  an  increaie 
of  expencc,  which,  yielding  employment  and 
confumption  of  goods  for  the  fpinftrefs,  the 
weaver,  and  the  cloathier,  the  defcending  ad- 
vantages land  ultimately  in  the  relief  of  the 
poor. 

Shut  up  the  places  of  refort  for  fafliion- 
able  parties,  and  deprive  them  of  thofe  amufe- 

ments 
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ments  for  which  they  have  a  natural  relifh ; 
and  they  will  tire  of  continuing  in  a  town, 
where  they  are  debarred  from  rational  amufc- 
ments,  and  fly  to  other  places  divefted  of  fuch 
a  prevailing  antipathy }  where  the  money, 
they  there  expend  would  indeed  be  loft  to 
their  Native  poor. 

The  ftage^  and  its  appendages,  moft  cer-» 
tainly  contribute  as  much  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  ftate,  and  the  aid  of  the  community,  a^ 
any  fociety  whatfoever ;  that  of  Edinburgh 
more  particularly  fo  perhaps  than  many  others: 
For  there  the  frequenters  of  the  galleries 
being  fewer  in  proportion,  their  expences  are 
lefs,  and  the  advantages  accruing  to  the  low- 
er order  of  people  confequently  larger.  Few 
adtors,  it  Ihould  be  obferved,  are  fuch  cecono- 
mifts  as  to  become  rich  :  The  whole  receipts 
of  the  Theatre j  therefore,  roll  on  to  the  in- 
flux of  the  community  at  large. 

Every  adlor  muft  have  a  lodging,  muft  be 
cloathed  and  fed.  Thus,  houfe-rents,  taxes, 
and  the  venders  of  the  lieceflaries  of  life,  re- 
ceive fupplies  from  thein :  And  the  refources 
towards  the  fubfiftence  of  the  poor  acquire 
no    inconfiderable    fliare    of    augmentation 

from 
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from  the  funds  of  the  Theatre.  Since  tKd 
commencement  of  my  management,  the  fums 
colledled  at  the  doors  of  the  Edinburgh  play- 
houfe,  for  charitable  purpefes^  have  not  amount- 
ed to  left  thaii  /too  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 

After  weighing  the  above  confiderations. 
with  that  nicety  which  the  fubje(5l  requires, 
inftead  of  joining  in  \<rith  the  affeirtion  of  the 
zealots  of  the  laft  century,  the  reader  will 
agree  with  us  in  thinking,  that  the  perfor* 
mances  of  the  ftage  are  attended  with  difier- 
cnt  confequences,  than  the  vitiating  the  mo- 
rals of  youth,  and  diftrefling  the  poor  j  he 
will  rather  exclaim  with  us,  in  the  words  of  a 
modern  writer, 

•*  For  other  purpofe  was  that  fpot  defign'd, 

•'  To  purge  the  paffiotis,  and  reform  the  mind : 

*'  To  give  to  nat&rc  all  the  force  of  art, 

v  And,  while  U  charms  the  ear,  to  mead  the  heart." 
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No.  I. 


MAGNIFICENT  SPECTACLE, 

ENTITLED, 

THE  ENTERTAINMENT 


HIGH    AND    MIGHTY    MONARCH, 

CHARLES, 

King  of  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Irelani), 
Into  bis  Afuientand.  Royal  City  of 

EDINBURGH, 

THE   FITTEENTH   DAY    OF  JUNE    1633. 
Ahridgedfrotn  a  full  Copy  sprinted  in  Edinburgh  the  fame  Year^ 

W  iTHouT  the  gate  which  is  towards  the  weft> 
where  the  ftrectc  afcendeth  to  Heroites  Hofpital 
did  an  arch  arlfe  fqiiarc  with  the  battlements  and 
inmoft  fide  of  the  towne-wall ;  the  face  looking  to 
the  caftle  reprefented  a  citie  fuuatcd  on  a  rock, 
^«^hich,  with  pointed  clifts,  {hrubs,  trees,  herbs,  and 
verdure,  did  appeare  in  perfpcftive. 

The  theater  under  the  arch  was  a  mountaine, 
upon  which  appeared  the  genius  of  the  towne,  re- 
prefented by  a  nymph  ;    (he  was  attired  in  a  fest- 
a  2  greenc 


.GoiieJ 


(     4     ) 

grccnc  velvet  mantle^  her  flecvcs  and  under  roabe  of 
blue  tiffuc,  with  bluebuikins  on  her  fcete  ^  aboute 
her  necke  (hee  wore  a  chaiae  of  diamonds  ;  the 
drefling  of  her  head  reprcfcntcd  a  cadle  with  tur- 
rets, her  locks  dangled  about  her  (houldcrs. 

The  mountainc,  at  the  approach  of  the  King*? 
Majellie,  moved,  and  the  nymph  thus  fpakc  uuuy 
him.  ^ 

Sir, 
**  If  nature  could  fufFer  rocket  t6  move,  and  aban- 
don  their  natural  places,  this  towne,  founded  on  the 
ftrength  of  rockcs,  had,  with  her  caftk,  temples, 
and  houfes,  moved  towards  you,  and  befought  you 
to  acknowledge  her  yours,  and  her  indwellers  your 
moft  affeftionate  fubjefts — And  here.  Sir,  Ihe  offers 
by  me  to  the  altar  of  your  glorie,  whole  heca* 
tombes  of  moft  happy  defires  : — I^cfcnting  you, 
Sir,  who  art  the  ftrodg  key  of  this  little  world  of 
Great  Britain,  with  thefe  keyes,  which  call  up  the 
gates  of  her  affeftion,  and  dcfigne  you  power  to 
open  atl  the  Iprings  of  the  hearts  of  thefe  her  moft 
loyal  citizens — The  old  forget  their  age,  and  lookc 
firefti  and  young,  at  the  fight  of  fo  gracious  a 
prince ;  the  young  bear  a  part  in  your  welcome, 
defiring  many  years  of  life,  that  they  may  fcrvc  yon 
long. — Daigne  then.  Sir,  from  the  higheft  of  ma- 
jeftie,  to  looke  downe  on  their  lowneffe,  and  embrace 
it ;  accept  the  homage  of  their  humble  minds,  ac« 
cept  their  grateful  zealc,  which  they  have  ever  car^ 
ried  to  the  hlgheft  deferts  of  your  anceftors,  and 
ihall  tfver  to  your  owne  and  your  royal  race,  whilft 
thefe  tocks^  (hall  be  ourlhadowcd  with  buildings. 
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thcfc  buildings  inhabited  by  men,  and  wbifc  mta 
bcc  endued  cither  with  counfcU  of  courage,  or  cn-« 
joy  any  pcecc  of  realbn^  fenfe^  or  life." 

The  keycs  being  delivered  in  a  bafon  of  filver, 
and  his  majeflic  received  by  the  ma}eftrates,undef 
a  Jwiic  of  ftate— Where  the  ftrccre  afccndeth  proud- 
eft,  beginning  to  turn  to  the  gate  of  the  old  towne, 
he  meeteth  with  m  arch  ;  The  frontffpicce  of  thij 
reprefented  in  land-(kip,  a  countrey  wild,  full  of 
trees,  buflies,  bores,  white  kine  ;  along  the  which 
appeared  one  great  mouBtamc  to  extend  icielf,  wkhr 
the  word  upon  it, 

GRJMFIUS. 

jNfomeparft  wis  feene  the  fea  enriched  witli 
eorrall,  and  the  muffell  that  conceiveth  the  pearie  j 
fanher  off  in  an  ifland,  appeared  a  jfiaming  mouiN 
taine,  with  the  words, 

Tibi  fervid  ttitima  Thu!k. 

On  the  chapter  was  a  lion  rampant,  the  words^ 
hnperat  iffejibi. 

A  coORTBK  falling,  ihe  theater  difcoverc;d  a  lady 
attired  in  tiiTue,  her  haire  was  drcifed  like  a  Comu- 
€opiaj  two  chaynes,  one  of  gold,  another  of  pcarle, 
baudrike  wayes,  hung  downe  her  (houlders ;  a 
crowne  of  gold  hung  from  the  arch  before  her  ;  fh« 
reprefented  the  Genius  of  Caledonia. 

His  majeftie  comicig  necre,  was  welcomed  with 
tticfe  verfes  by  Caiedonia* 
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T*HE  beav'ns  have  heard  oar  vqwcs,  our  juft  def^M 

Obtained  are ;  no  higher  now  afpires 

Our  wlihing  though tSy  (ince  to  his  native  clime. 

The  flower  of  princes,  honour  of  his  time, 

Is  come,  and  radient  to  us  in  his  traine 

The  golden  age  and  virtues  briilgs  agaihe. 

The  Genius  of  Caledonia  coptinues  her  addref^ 
in  a  ftrain  of  the  higheft  adulation  and  panegyric,  to 
the  extent  of  an  hundred  intervening  lines,  and  ob- 
fcrving,  thatj 

For  as  moones  fplendor  from  her  brother  fprings. 
The  peoples  welfare  ftrcameth  from  their  kings. 

She  concludes  by  exhorting  the  people,  to 

Pray  that  thofe  crownes  his  anteftors  did  wearc. 
His  temples  long,  (more  orient)  may  beare, 
That  good  he  reach,  by  fweetnefle  of  his  fway, 
That  even  his  fliaddbw  may  the  bad  aflTray  ; 
That  heaven  on  him,  what  he  defires,  beftow, 
That  ftill  the  glory  of  his  grcatncffc  grow ; 
That  your  begunne  fcliceties  may  laft. 
That  no  Orion  doe  with  ftormes  them  blaft  j 
That  viSory  his  brave  exployts  attend^ 
Eaft,  weft,  orfouth,  do  he  his  forces  beiid^ 
Till  his  great  deads,  all  former  deeds  furmount^ 
And  quaile  the  Nimbrot  of  the  Ilellefpont, 
That  when  his  well-fpent  care  all  care  becalmesi 
He  may  in  peace  flccp  in  a  fliade  of  palmes  ; 
And  rearing  up  fair  trophees,  that  heavens  may 
Extend  his  life  to  world's  extreameft  day. 

Where  the  great  ftreete  divideth  itfelf  in  two, 
tpon  the  old  foundations,  inhabited  bj  thd  gold- 

fmith^ 
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ftniths  and  glovers,  did  an  arch  arife :    upon  i\\t 
chapter  was  a  crowne,  fet  with  this  word,    • 

J^ec  primam  vifa  ejl  ftmilem^  nee  habere  fecundam. 

Amidst  flouriflics  of  armcs,  as  helmcs,  Janccs, 
corflets,  pikes,  mufkcts,  bowes,  cannons,  at  the 
one  fide  pf  the  abdchy  flood  Mars  ;  the  word  bj 
j^im  waS; 

Patrium  coghofate  numen^ 

At  the  other  fide,  among  flourifhes  of  indru- 
■lents  of  peace,  as  harpcs,  lutes,  organs,  ciffercs, 
bauboifes,  flood  Minerva  ;  her  wprd, 

Sjioftne  me* 

At  the  approach  of  the  King,  the  theater,  (a 
courten  drawne)  manifefted  Mercury^  with  his  fea- 
thered hat  and  his  caduceus,  with  an  hundred  and 
feven  Scottifh  Kings,  which  he  had  brought  from 
the  Elifian  Fields  ;  Fergus  the  firft  had  a  fpeech 
in  Latine,  which  is  here  defired. 
•  In  the  midft  of  the  ftreete  there  was  a  moun- 
tain dreffed  for  Parnalfus,  where  Apollo  and  the  Mu- 
fes  appeared,  and  ancient  worthies  of  Sco'Iand,  for 
learning  was  reprefented  ;  fuch  a.>  Sedullius,  Joannes 
Sunns,  Biihop  Elphiftoun  of  Aberdeen,  HeSof 
Boes,  Biihop  Sawers  Douglafle,  Sir  David  Lindfay, 
Georgius  Buchananus ;  tne  word  over  them  WdS, 

Fama  fuper  athera  noiL 

Thi  Mufes  were  clad  in  varying  taffetas,  cloth 
ff  lUvcr,    and  pujplc.      Mclpominc,  though  her 

under 
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tinder  vcfturc  was  black,  yet  her  bufkines  and  mam- 
tle  was  crimfon  ;  they  were  diftinguiflicd  by  fcutcb- 
cons,  and  every  one  had  a  word ;  the  firft  was  Clio, 
who  bare. 

Si  w  omnia  tibifubjice^  fubjice  ie  raiionL 

which  was  the  King's  fimbole  when  he  was  Prince^ 

Apollo,  fitting  in  the  midft  of  them,  was  clad 
in  crimfon  taflFeta,  covered  with  fome  purple  of  gold, 
with  a  bowdrickc  hkc  jthp  raine-bow,  a  mantle  of 
tiffue  knit  together  above  his  left  (houlder;  his  head 
was  crowncfl  with  laurell,  with  locks  long  and  like 
gold  J  he  prefented  the  King  with  a  boojce^ 

Where  the  great  ftreete  contrafteth  itfetfc  at 
the  defcpnt  of  the  caftcrn  gate  of  the  towne,  did 
an  arch  arife.  The  face  of  this  reprcfeiited  a  hea- 
ven, into  which  appeared  his  Majcfty^s  afcendant  Vir-r 
go.     She  was  beautified  with  fix  and  twenty  ftares. 

The  ftand  difcovcred  the  fcyen  planets  fitting  on  a 
<fhrone,  and  Endymiom 

TiiEY  were  all  clad  nn  emblematical  dreflfcs,  rich 
in  embroidery,  elegant  and  fanciful  j  and  had  every 
one  their  motto,  or  word,  as  the  author  calls  jr. 

Mars  appeared  with  his  haire  and  beard  red,  a 
fword  at  his  fide,  his  robe  of  dcepe  crimfon  taffeta^ 
embroidered  with  wolves  and  horfes ;  his  head  bare, 
a  helmet,  and  his  fcutcheon, 

Per  tehf  per  bq/ies^ 

Venus  had  the  attire  of  her  bead  rifing  like 
parts  in  a  coronet,  and  rofes  :  {he  was  in  a  man- 
tle ofgreene  damalke,  embroidered  with  doves; 

inftcad 
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infteaj  of  her  ceftus,  fhc  wore  a  fcarfc  of  divcrfc 
colourcs ;  her  word, 

Nullas  recifit  iua  gloria  metas* 

At  1  comer  of  the  theater,  from  out  a  verdant 
grove,  came  Endymioni  He  V7as  apparelled  like 
a  flxepherd,  in  a  Ung  coat  of  crimfon  velvet,  com- 
ing over  his  knee ;  he  had  a  Wreath  of  ^owres  up- 
on his  head;  his  haire  was  curled  and  long:  in 
his  hand  he  bare  a  (hcep-hoqke ;  on  his  legs  were 
buikines  of  gilt  leather  2  Thefc  before  the  King 
had  this  aAioune* 

MNDTMIOif. 

llous^D  from  the  Latmian  cavc^  where  manj  jears 
That  emprefs  of  th^  loweft  of  the  fpheres. 
Who  cheeres  the  night,  and  kept  me  hid  apart 
From  mortal  weight),  to  eafe  herlore-fick  heart; 
As  young  as  when  flie  did  me  firft  inclofe, 
As  freih  in  beauty  aS  the  maying  rofe, 
Endymion  ;  that  whilome  kept  my  flocks 
Upon  Iona*s  flowry  hills  and  rockes, 
And,  warbling  Cweetlays  to  my  Cynthia's  beams, 
Oat-fang  the  fwannets  of  Meander's  ftreams. 

He  proceds  to  fay,  in  a  fpeech  of  thirty-fix  lines, 
that  he  is  difpatched  by  Cynthia  to  celebrate  the 
day,  where  all  the  ftarres  of  heaven  are  affembled  ; 
He  obferves. 

Nor  is  It  ftrange,  if  they  hcav'ns  night  ncgleft, 
Unwonted  worth  produceth  like  effeft  ; 
Then  this  it  is  thy  prefenCe,  royal  youth, 
Hath  brought  them  here  within  an  azymouth, 
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To  tell  bj  me,  their  herald,  coming  thingSf 
And  what  each  Fate  to  her  fteme  diftaffe  fings : 
For  what  is  firme  decreed  in  heaven  above, 
In  yaine  on  earth  ftrive  mortals  to  improve. 

Ths  planets  then  proced  by  rotation,  in  the  bm 
kihd  of^crfc,  and  at  fomc  length,  to  augor  to 
liismajefty.  every  happinefs  their  beaigii  influcoce 
could  impart.  The  laKt  ftanzas  of  each  arc  only 
here  inferted, 

SJrURNE. 

Life  long^.  (hall  nqt'  be  thralled  to  mortall  deats .; 
Thus  heavens  decree,  fo  havewOidaip^d  the  £it6t. 

;     yavE^ 

Till  thoa  the  greateft  be'aik:tpn|  the  greats. 
Thus  heav'ns  ordaine,  fotloe  decree  the  fates. 

•-        "       •    *. •  r  •    ■ 

TfiT  triumph^  finifli  (hall  all  bid  debates  r 
Thus  heay'n^  decree,  (b  have  otdain'd  the  fates» 

SUNNED'':';: 
Thou  open  &alt  Pamaflus'  chriftal  gates  {  ^ 
Thus  heav'ns  ordaine,  fo  doe  decrj^e  the  iates.        ; 

VENUS.^  V    :•    '  '.• 

Tht  hymenean  bed  faire  brooc 
Which  on  the  cartli  continue  ft 
While  Phoebus  beams  her  brot 
Thus  heav'ns  decree,  fo  have 

MERCURr^<^-i 

Wealth,  honour,  armes,  and  arts^ihall  grace  thy  ftftttJ? 
Thus  Tieav'ns  ordaine,  fo  doe  diicrce  the  latef* 
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THE  MO0N€.r      -. 

Malice,  deceit,  rebellionvimpudcnce,        '     :* 
Bcjdnd  the  Garamants,  (hall  pack  them  h^iicc,  ' 

With  every  monfter  that  thy  glory  hates  ;  ;       '    > 
'thvLS  heav'ns  decree,  fo  have  ordain'd  the  fiatcs#    . 

Endymion  tlicn  rejoining,  dircfts  hi$  concluding 

lines  to  the  populace^ 

^       .  ,  ■ '  •      ■  ^ 

And,  people,  let  it  not  be  hid  frbnv  you,  ^ 
What  mouQtaines  noyfe,  and  floods  proclaime  utrue} 
Whenever  fame  abroad  his  prayfclhaUfiiig,  ' 

All  fliall  obferve,  and  fcrve  tbis  bleffcd  King. 

The  whole  concluded  with  an  epilogue, '  whicii 
the  author  entitled  an 

EPIGkAMME. 

Illustrious  top-bough  of  heroicke  fiemme, 
Whofe  head  is  crown'd  with  glories  anademe^ 
My  ihallow  mufe,  not  daring  to  draw  neare 
Bright  Phoebus*  burning  flames  in  his  career ; 
Yet  knowing  furely  that  Apollo  fliines 
Upon  the  dunghill,  as  on  golden  mines ; 
And  knowing  this  the  bounty  of  beft  Kings, 
To  marke  the  giver,  not  the  gifted  things, 
Poth  bouldly  venture,  in  this  pompous  throngs 
To  greet  thy  greatnefle  with  a  welcome  fong  i 
^nd  with  die  py e  doth  a ve  Cafar  ling. 
While  graver  wits  doe  greater  offerings  bring. 
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.  Woolhamptony  2d  February  1762. 

•  Sir, 
r  RECEIVED  your  letter  :  am  glad  to  hear  of  the 
fuccefs  you  have  met  with  Jn  your  prefcnt  employ^ 
mcnt,  and  wifli  you  a  continuance  and  encreafe  of 
it.  I  have  complied  with  your  defire  of  writing  to 
Lord  Sommerville,  though  I  have  not  the  pleafure  of 
being  acquainted  with  his  Lordfliip.  Lady  Fingall 
writes  this  port,  and  will  mention  you  to  Lord  and 
Lady  Traquairc,  and  joins  with  me  in  wifhiog  you 
health  and  fuccefs.    I  am. 

Your  obedient  fervant, 

FINGALL, 
yohn  yackfotij  Efq;  at  Mr  Love's^ 
Canongate^  Edinburgh. 

No.  III. 


Birching'lane^  Lumbar d-Jireet^  Londorij 
yanuaryny.  1762. 
Mr  Jackson, 
Sir, 
By  the  defire  of  my  good  friend  Mr  Wifhaw,  I 
have    writ  this   poft  to  the    Honourable  George 
Drummond,  Efq;  firft  commiffioncr  of  the  cuftoms, 
.  and  late  your  Lord  Provoft  of  Edinburgh.    As  he  is 
a  g^cntlcmen  of  one  of  the  firft  f^imilies  in.your  city, 

and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


(    13    ) 

Wnd  well  beloved^  I  have  recommended  you  to  his 
favour  ;  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  fomc  of  his  fami- 
ly will  afk  when  you  heard  from  their  friend  John 
Biglby  of  Birching-lane,  London.  Mr  Drfiramond's 
late  wife  was  a  Quaker,  of  the  fame  denomination  as 
myfelf,  and  by  that  means  our  friendfhip  came.  I 
have  recommended  you  as  a  gentleman,  and  a  man 
of  good  family  and  honour,  and,  I  make  no  doubt, 
you  will  keep  up  that  charaftcr.     I  am. 

With  all  due  refpeft. 
Thy  fincere  friend, 
JOHN  BIGSBY. 


My  Dear  Friend, 
It  always  gave  me  great  pleafure  to  hear  of  your 
welfare.  My  late  illnefs  prevented  my  writing  to 
you,  as  ufual ;  and  as  I  am  fatisfied  it  will  not  be 
difagreeable,  I  take  this  opportunity  from  my  fire- 
fide,  being  much  better  in  my  health,  though, 
through  the  channel  of  Mrs  Font's  letter  from  you 
to  her,  and  from  Mrs  Strettlc,  I  have  heard  you 
were  in  health.  You  are  not  forgot  by  many  of 
our  beft  friends  in  this  city,  and  are  often  aflccd  after 
with  great  good  will  aixd  pleafure.  When  I  fupped 
Idft  night  at  Mr  Font's,  we  remembered  all  friends  in 
Edinburgh  and  Germany,  and  fuccefs  to  the  array 
and  fleets.  My  dear  friend,  there  is  a  young  man 
come  down  from  London,  who  has  engaged  himfclf 
with  the  mafter  of  your  Theatre  for  this  fcafon : 

His 
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His  narticis  John  Jackfoit:  hcis  a  pcrfon  of^ood 
ctharafter,  «t-gentleraaa''s  foD,  and* lias  been  educated 
as  fuch,  and  nothing  wiH  (lo  iFor  hMWtthe  iftage, 
in  which  I  hope  he  wiH  fuccced  J  -atird  as  yotu"  fa- 
mily' is  large,  and  I  make  n6  dbubt  bur  Do^of  Drum- 
mond  and  his  lady  divert  thcmfclvc^ibmetim^  at  the 
houfc,  and  fometimes*  foitie  dthcrgenttemen  of  your 
acquaintance  add  ftrally  ;  :if  they  wotild  be  fo  kind 
as  to  take  a  little  notice  of  him,  it  %6uld  Ve  a^reit 
fcrvice  to  him,  and  make  hiim  t6  be  riefp^ed  atnbng 
the  better  fort  of  people.  I  well  krioW  you  Will 
fmile,  that  one  under  my  denominatioti  flidaldtc- 
commcnd  one  of  his  calling :  it  is  for  the  fikc^his 
father,  who  is  a  very  worthy  gentleman,  and  dl  his 
family  of  good  charafter.  I  hope,  my  good  friend^ 
you  will  excufe  the  freedom  I  have  taken,  and  I 
leave  the  affair  to  your  better  judgement,  as  I 
know  no  perfon  that  delights  in  doing*  good  more 
than  yourfelf.  Pleafe  to  make  my  compliments 
to  the  Dodor  and  his  Lady,  and  all  the  reft  of  your 
good  family.  I  fliould  be  glad  to  be  favoured  with 
a  line  of  your  welfare  when  at  leifiire«  In  the 
interim,  I  am, 

With  all  due  rcfpeft. 
Thy  fincere  friend, 

JOHN  BIGSBY/ 
The  Honourable 
George  Drummondy  E/q;  Edinburgh. 

George  Drummond,  Efq;  to  whom  the  forego- 
ing  letter  was  addrefled,  had  fiUed  the  office  of  Chief 
Magiftrate  of  Edinburgh,  with  dignity  and  credit  to 
}iimfelf,  and  to  the  advantage  aiid  embeUilhment  of 

•-'the 


' '  D igitized  bfCj O OQ IC 


(    «5    ) 

the  city.  To  his  exertions  the  public  are  bdebted 
for  thofe  noble  buildings^  the  Infirmary  and  the 
Royal  Exchange.  The  North  Bridge,  and  the  New 
Town,  had  their  origin  from  his  views  of  improve- 
ment, as  he  did  me  the  honour  to  point  out,  in  our 
way  from  Drummond  Lodge  to  the  Crofs,  through 
the  then  difagrecable  round-a-bout  road,  along  the 
narrow  lane  from  Bonnington,  through  LcithWynd, 
and  the  Nether-bow.  He  lived  to  fee  his  favourite 
plan  carried,  in  part,  into  cffeft  j  and  enjoyed  in 
idea,  the  formation  of  thofe  ftreets  and  fquares,  wc 
now  in  reality  behold. 

Provost  Drummond's  oppofition  to  ftage  per- 
formances appeared  to  me  rather  in  compliance  with 
his  official  capacity,  and  the  temper  of  the  times^ 
than  from  any  formed  opinion,  or  fettled  diflike. 
His.hofpitable  reception  of,  a^d  liberal  mode  of 
treatment  towards  the  author,  thdn  a  member  of  the 
profcffion,  {hewed  at  leaft,  that  the  principles  of  per- 
fccution  formed  no  part  of  his  compofition. 

No.  IV. 


EXTRACTS  from  ACTS  of  PARLIAMENT, 
refpedUng  Theatrical  Exhibitions, 
Statute  1 2th  Queen  Anne,  loth  George  II. 
February  i.  1736,  loth  George  III.  c.  27. 
28th*George  III.  1788.  for  which,  fee 
page  300,  301,  303,  304. 
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No.  V. 


t^ROLOGUE  fpoken  by  Mr  Love,  on  Mft 
jACKSON*sfirft Appearance  in  the  Character 
of  Oroonoko^  at  the  Theatre  in  Edinburgh^ 
January^  1762* 

YE  awfiil  critics,  who  delight  to  wage 
Eternal  war,  and  lafli  the  hamilefs  ftage. 
For  three  (hort  hours,  let  dire  refentment  ceaTc^ 
And  foft  compaffion  foothe  your  minds  to  peace. 
An  humhle  youth  to-night,  of  tender  years. 
Rude  to  the  fcene,  and  curt*d  with  rifing  fears. 
Implores  yout  aid.-^  !  could  (hch  goodnels  flow 
From  your  kind  hearts,  hb  wotdd  with  rapture  glolt« 

Too  foon,  alas  !  imprudently  hefinds 
His  feeble  bark  entrufted  to  the  winds ) 
Soft  and  unfjeafon'd,  it  contends  in  vain 
With  the  rude  torrents  of  the  boift'rous  main  % 
Nor  long  can  live,  unlefs  with  piteous  hand. 
You'll  guide  the  hehn,  and  fleer  it  fafe  to  land. 

This  prefent  age  one  Rofcius  only  knows, 
Who,  Pallas-like,  in  full  perfeftion  rofe  ; 
Aloft  he  to  w'rd,  and  on  the  ihrine  of  fame. 
Above  the  Roman  plac*d  his  Britifk  name. 
Our  youth  attempts  not  yet  fuch  heights  to  foar  ; 
Endure  him  now  \  he  hopes  to  pleafe  you  more. 
From  you  this  night  his  fentence  he'll  receive, 
With  lenience  then  a  gentle  judgement  give. 
Through  fcenes  unknown,  uncertainly  he  ftrays, 
And  treads  with  tim'rous  fteps  t!»e  doubtful  ways. 
Void  of  experience,  and  of  every  art. 

Plain  limple  nature  adtuates  his  heart. 

Nature 
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• 

Nature  alas  !  !n  thefe  politer  days. 

Too  rude,  too  artlefs  to  contend  for  praife. 

**  *  Yet  if  foitte  hopes  of  rip'ning  merit  live 
*^  In  this  young  plant,  your  kind  afliftance  gire : 
•*  With  copious  hand,  into  its  leaves  infufe 
**  Your  gentle  ihowVs,  and  breath  propitious  dcwi ; 
"  And  if,  mature  with  age  and  culture  grown, 
•*  It  fruit  produccs-:-'TwUl  be  all  your  own." 

j^o;    VI; 


Prologue  fpokenby  Mr  Jack^on,  before 
the  play   of  the   Haunted  Houfe,  for  the 
•Benefit    of  Mr   Lancashire,     Saturday^ 
March  2y.  1762. 

IF  in  this  wife,  this  wonder-working  age. 
We  bring  a  Ghoft  upon  the  ScottiQi  ftage. 
No  cynic  fure,  will  treat  with  ilUtim'd  paffion 
The  univerfal  vogue,  the  reigning  fafhiort  I 

In  London,  now,  whofe  modes  you  all  admire, 
Whofe  very  foibles  Cet  your  fouls  on  fire, 
The  grave,  the  gay,  the  rev'rend,  and  the  fair, 
^  From  joyous  fcenes  of  crouded  life  repair. 
And  at  the  midnight  hour,  with  anxious  pain, 
Attend — t/jf  knocking  fpirit  in  Cock- lane* 
With  awful,  melancholy,  difmal  faces, 
Priefls,  peers,  and  trembling  virgins  take  their  places  ; 
Jmpntient,  all  the  dreadful  minute  watching, 
V^^ht:i\-^Madam  Fanny JJjail  begin  her fcratching — 

c  Strange ! 

•  The  UO  fix  lines  trerc  Inferted  at  the  conclufion  of  tlie  pro- 
logue to  EldreJ,  or  the  Crlufa-frecholdcr. 
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Strange  I  that  this  Ghoft — a  female  too,  and  joung— . 
Sliould  have  all  powers  at  will — except  her  tongue  : 
Were  not  the  age  fo  prone  to  fclf-deceiving. 
That  circumftance  alone  is  pad  believing. 

Ladies,  no  treaty  with  fuch  fprites  is  t»crc, 
As  are  not  free  of  fpeech,  and  wont  appear ; 
We'll  prove  the  ftory  of  our  phantom  true, 
'  And  fairly  bring  him  out  to  public  view ; 
Nay,  make  him  fpeak,like  any  modem  blade, 
And  goflip  freely  with  my  lady's  maid  ; 
Nor  keep  you  up  all  night  to  fee  his  tricks  ^ 
Ladies — our  Ghoil  begins  to  walk  at  fix. 
His  maitial  mufic,  and  a  foldier's  air, 
We  hope  may  recommend  him  to  the  fair. 
All  dread  of  airy  vifipns  then  fubdue, 
Nor  ftart  nor  tremble  if  the  lights  burn  blue  : 
Tho'  with  a  Gholl  our  comedy  is  heighten'd, 
Ladies— upon  my  word  you  (han't  be  frighten 'dl 
Ours  is  a  Ghofl  that's  faithful,  fond  and  true, 
Made  up  of  flefii  and  blood,  as  well  as  you  : 
Then  every  evening  come  in  crouds  undaunted, 
We  never  think  this  houfe  is  too  much  haunted. 

PROLOGUE  fpoken  by  Mr  Jackson,  in  the 
charafter  of  a  M after  Majon^  before  the  play  of 
the  Recruiting  Officer, 

By  Dejtre  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  ElgiX, 
Grand  M after  of  the  Ancient  and  Honourable  Fraternitf 
of  Free  and  Accepted  Mafons^Apnl  17.  1762. 

WHEN  the  Grand  Maftcr,  and  great  Lord  of  all, 
Call'd  up  from  Chaos  this  terreftrial  ball. 
He  gave  the  worvi,  and  fwift  o'er  tldcft  night, 
EcamM  the  fiiil  dawniag  of  ccleRial  light. 

Confufion 
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"ConfuCon  heard  his  voice,  and  murm'ring  fled, 
Whilft  Order  rul'd,  and  triumph'd  in  its  ftead  ; 
Difcordant  atoms,  rang'd  from  pole  to  pole. 
Forgot  to  jar,  and  peace  poflefiM  the  whole : 
ITie  fiercefl  foes  in  mutual  concord  drove, 
And  all  (at  once)  was  harmony  and  love. 

By  this  example  taught,  Free  Mafonsjoin,  , 
And  full  in  fight,  purfue  the  heav'nly  fign. 
With  love*s  firm  bands  conneftcd,  hand  in  hand, 
On  Friendfliip's  folid  bafe,.  fecure  vre  (land, 
While  confidence  and  truil,  bj  turns  impred, 
Beam  hcav'nlj  influence  on  each  confclous  bread. 
No  party  feudi,  no  fierce  iutcftitic  jars, 
Nofenfclefs  tumults,  no  pernicious  wars, 
Diflurb  our  calm  repofc,  where  peace  alone, 
In  decent  order  fills  the  friendly  throne. 

Can  wifdom's  fclf  a  nobler  metliod  find, 
To  charm  the  foul  and  harmonize  mankind. 
Than  jefts  like  ours,  who  labour  flill  to  prove 
Unblcmifli'd  truth,  firm  faith,  and  mutual  love  ? 
And  yc  (unconfciuus  of  the  heav'nly  ray) 
Who  fmile,  perhaps,  at  what  ihefe  numbers  fny. 
Confine  the  rafli  reproach,  and  warn'cl,  foibrar 
To  fpurn  our  laws,  becaiifc  fome  broihers  err. 
\n  nature's  faireft  products  fsults  arife. 
But  fliall  we  tlience  all  harmony  defpife  ? 
Or  think  creation's  beauteous  fchenie  undone, 
Pecaufe  faa^e  fpecks  appear  upon  the  fun  ? 


c  a  No. 
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No.  VII. 


EDINBURGH  COMPANY, 

UNDER   THE    DIRECTION  OF.  MR    FOOTI, 


•     17 

7'- 

Mcffrs  Footc, 

Mrs  Baker, 

Woodward, 

Jackfon, 

Wcfton, 

Jewel, 

Sowdon, 

Didier, 

Jackfon, 

Wakcr, 

Vcndcrmbrc^ 

Fearon, 

Lancaihire, 

.     Farrel, 

Didier, 

Collins. 

Gentleman, 
Fearon, 

8  Women. 

Robfoq, 

Miller, 

Wakcr, 

Bain, 

Knowles, 

' 

Vowell, 

Farrcl, 

/ 

Dancer, 

Maurell, 

Collins. 

ao  Men. 
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No.  VII. 


EDINBURGH  CO  MBA  NT^ 

WNDER   THE  DIRECTION  QF  MR  JACKSOK, 
179©, 


^Icffrs  King, 

Mrs  Eften, 

Pope, 

Barrcsford, 

Wilfon, 

Mifs  FontencUc, 

Woods, 

Mrs  Taylor, 

Lamafb, 

W.  Wells, 

Mofs, 

Sparks, 

Williamfon, 

Woods, 

Archer, 

Lowe, 

Taylor, 

Clark, 

Hallion, 

eharteris, 

Bell, 

Archer, 

Bland  fen. 

Mountfort, 

Bland  jun. 

Bland, 

J.  Bland, 

Jackfon. 

Chartcris, 

Charteris  jun. 

14  Women. 

Sparks, 

Woodroffc, 

Lowe, 

Mapples, 

Bonvillc, 

Mountfort, 

Jackfon. 

t;3  Men. 
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No.  VIII. 

July%.  1788. 
Sir, 
If  the  parts  of  Jqffier  and  Pierre  arc  not  diflferent- 
ly  caft  before  to-morrow,  the  play  will  not  be  al- 
lowed to  go  on.  It  is  unpardonable  in  a  manager 
to  thruft  a  fellow  into  a  part  which  he  muft  be 
fenfiblc  he  is  totally  incapable  of  performing. 

THE  PUBLIC 
Mr  Jack/on^  Theatre  Royal. 

No.  IX. 


Already  inferted,  No.  VIII.  as  above^ 
No.  X. 


Edinburgh  J  i$tb  July  1788, 

SlK, 

Wb  are  of  opinion,  that  Mr  Fcnncirs  late  deport- 
ment to  the  public,  and  your  conduf^  as  manager, 
with  regard  to  that  matter,  require  a  very  ample 
apology  from  both,  teftifying  your  deep  regret  for 
having  failed  in  the  refpeft  due  to  them :  and  that 
if  Mr  Fennell  refufes  to  make  fuch  an  apology, 
you  ought  immediately  to  difmifs  him  :  and  wc  take 
this  method  of  intimating  to  you,  that  if  this  opi- 
nion is  not  complied  with^  by  making  the  apology 

.     fugr 
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^uggeftcd  on  Wedncfday  evening,  or  difmiffing  Mr 
Fcnnell,  that  neither  we,  nor  our  families,  will  hear- 
after  frequent  your  Theatre,  or  fhew  you  any  coun- 
tenance as  manager,  except  that  from  our  high  re- 
gard to  Mrs  Siddons,  we  (hall  poftpone  executing 
our  refolution  till  her  engagement  expires. 

(Signed)     HENRY  ERSKINE, 
And  by  i6z  other  Advocates  and  Writers^ 

No.  XL 


February  tg.  1789. 
I  AM  ready  to  atteft,  that  Mrs  Macrae's  name  wai 
inferted  in  the  box-book  of  the  Theatre,  by  the 
manager's  order,  for  the  balcony,  on  Monday,  July 
14.  1788,  at  fcven  o'clock  in  the  morning  by  me  j 
and  that  the  name  continued  in  the  plan  of  the 
houfc  the  whole  day  unaltered,  and  fo  continues  at 
this  moment :  and  I  likewife  declare,  that  the  whole 
of  the  lower  boxes  were  filled  up  at  the  fame  hour, 
with  the  names  of  thofe  ladies  who  were  to  poffefs 
them  that  evening. 

JOHN  GIBB. 

Edinburgh i  February  19.  1789. 
I  HEREBY  declare,  that  I  received  an  order  from 
the  manager,  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning,  on 
Monday,  July  14,  1788.  to  inform  Mrs  Macrae, 
that  her  name  was  inferted  in  the  box-book  for  the 
balcony  that  evening. 

WILLIAM  SUTHERLAND. 


i^ 
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No.   Xlt. 

Memorial  for  the  Creditors  of  jo^a 
Jackson,  at  their  Meeting  held  on  the  3d 
day  of  September. 

Mr  Playfair,  for  himfclf,  and  the  other  truf- 
tce,  ftated  to  the  meeting,  that,  in  confcquencc  of 
the  rcfolution  of  the  laft  general  mcetiqg,  the  truf- 
tees  had  hnmediately  inferted  advertifcments  in  the 
Edinburgh  and  London  newfpapers,  bearing,  that 
the  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow  Theatres  were  to  be  let 
by  private  bargain  *. 

That,  previous  to  tiicfe  advertifenicnts,  offers 
had  been  made  for  a  leafe  of  the  Theatres,  at  a  very 
rcfpeftable  tent,  from  two  different  quarters  :  That, 
antecedent  alfo  to  thefe  advertifements,  and  previous 
to  the  laft  meeting,,  he,  in  order  to  know  the  inten- 
tions of  Mr  Kemble,  the  prcfent  leffec,  did,  in  a  con- 
verfation  with  him,  offer  to  give  him  a  leafe  for 
another  year,  or  even  for  two,  at  the  prcfent  rent^ 
which  Mr  Kemble  declined. 

That  Mr  Playfair,  ibout  the  time  of  the  laft 
meeting,  difcovcrcd,  that  Mr  Kemble  had  formed  a 
refolmion  to  ufe  every  means  in  his  power,  to  prevent 
offerers  from  coming  forward  for  the  Theatres,  and 
by  that  means,  to  get  them  for  himfelf,  at  the  low 

renc 

•  The  meeting  was  held  2ift  Julj,  and  the  Theatres  were 
advertiftd  S4th  Julj. 
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rent  of  L.joo  Sterling.  That,  with  this  view,  para- 
graphs were  infcrted  in  the  London  newfpapers,  and 
induftrioufly  circulated,  importing  that  Mr  Kcmbic 
had  got  a  perpetual  right  to  half  the  property,  and  to 
the  folc  management,  by  a  decifion  of  the  Dean  of 
Faculty;  particularly,  a  paragraph  to  this  effcft,  which 
appeared  in  the  Star,  and  other  London  papers, 
at  the  very  time  that  the  Theatres  were  advertifed 
here  *. 

Although  no  decifion  of  the  Dean  of  Faculty, 
in  a  private  difpute  between  Mr  Jackfon  and  Mr 
Kemble,  could  aifeft  the  rights  and  interefts  of  the 
creditors,  or  of  the  gentlemen  who  flood  forward 
as  fureties  for  the  compofition  payable  to  them  j 
yet  it  became  neceffary  to  counteraft  and  difappoint 
the  cflfefts  of  thefe  reports,  otherwife  there  would 
have  remained  no  competitors  to  bid  for  the  Thea- 
tres, and  Mr  Kemble  would  have  got  the  leafe  at 
any  rent  he  thought  proper. 

It  was  impofliblc  to  obviate  thefe  difficulties, 
without  an  interview  with  the  perfons  who  were 
to  take  the  leafe.  With  that  view,  Mr  Playfair 
went  to  London,  and  ^fter  forae negotiation,  conclud- 
ed an  agreement  with  Mrs  Eftenf ,  containing  a  pro- 
vifion,  that  the  confent  of  the  holders  of  the  patent, 
or  permiffion  to  aft  under  it,  ftiould  be  procured, 
agreeable  to  the  minutes  of  the  meeting.  In  order 
to  obtain  this,  applications  have  been  made  to  the 
Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Mr  DunJas.     The  Duke 

d  has 

♦  Sec  No.  XV.  f  loth  Auguft  1792. 
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has  given  his  confent,  but  Mt  Dundas  has  not  yet 
returned  any  anfwer*. 

.  In  Mr  Playfair's  abfence,*Mr  James  Gibfon,  as 
agent  for  Mr  Kemblc,  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr  King,  the 
other  truflee,  offering  a  rent  of  L.  500  Sterling  for 
the  Theatres,  or  fuch  other  rent  as  (hould  be  fixed 
upon  by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  and  Mr  Dundas.  The 
letter  is  here  referred  to  f .  Alfo  the  anfwer  by  Mr 
Playfair  on  his  return  J,  This  letter  contains  conclu* 
five  evidence  of  the  plan  which  Mr  Kemblc  had  laid 
down,  of  obtaining  the  Theatres  at  an  under-value, 
and  that  he  and  his  advifers  confidered,  that  the  in* 
fluence  of  the  holders  of  the  patent  might  be  ufcd 
as  an  inflrutnent  to  compel  the  creditors  to  come 
into  that  meafure. 

TuEtruftees  have  too  high  an  opinion  of  the  ho- 
nour and  candour  of  the  Noble  Duke,  and  the 
Right  Honourable  Gentleman,  in  whofe  names  the 
patent  is  held,  to  fuppofe  that  they  could  lend  their 
influence  to  a  meafure  fo  obvioufly  unjuft,  and 
,  which  would  fo  effeftually  injure  the  private  rights 
and  property  of  every  individual  conne6^ed  with 
the  Theatre,  Befides,  that  every  property  is  fairly 
worth  to  its  proprietor,  what  it  will  bring  in  the 
public  market,  it  is  eafy  to  (how,  that  the  rent 
propofed  is  altogether  inadequate  for  the  two 
Theatres  j  and  that  the  attempt  made  by  Mr  Kemble, 
to  compel  the  creditors  to  give  it  at  that  rent,  is 
therefore  highly  unjuft. 

Twenty  years  ago,  the  Theatre  of  Edinburgh 
alone  was  let  for  five,  hundred  guineas  a-year,  when 

it 

•  His  anfwer  has  fince  been  received,  fee  No.  XXIII. 
t  Sec  No.  XiU,  i  No.  XIV. 
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it  had  neither  fccnery  nor  decorations  to  half  its 
prefent  value.  As  the  town  is  increafcd,  and  of 
courfe,  the  demand  for  theatrical  amufements,  a 
higher  rent  may  now  be  given  than  twenty  years 
ago,  other  matters  remaining  on  an  equal  footing. 
Bcfides  that,  furely  the  Glafgow  Theatre,  which 
Coft  Mr  Jackfon  moi*e  than  L.  20^0  Sterling,  is 
worth  fome  rent. 

Mr  Jackson  can  eafily  inftruft,  that  the  Theatre, 
as  it  now  ftands,  has  coft  him  not  lefs  than  L.  7000 
Sterling;  that  to  keep  the  fabric,  the  fcenery,  ward- 
robe, &c,  in  proper  repair,  coft  him  hitherto,  an- 
nually, not  lefs  than  L.  300  Sterling  ;  and  as  thefe 
muft  be  ftill  kept  in  repair,  it  is  fubmitted,  that  a  rent 
of  L.ioQo  Sterling  is  nothing  more  than  an  adequate 
recompenfe  for  the  fun)s  laid  out ;  and  that  the  idea 
of  its  being  an  unreafonable  burden  impofed  upon 
the  pubh'c  amufements  of  the  city,  is  without  foun- 
dation* The  trufteesare  confident,  that  if  thefe  fafts 
are  ftated  to  the  holders  of  the  patent,  they  will  not 
refufe  their  confent.  It  is  therefore  propofed, 
that  this  meeting  {hall  approve  of  the  tranfaftioa 
made  by  Mr  Playfair  with  Mrs  Eften,  and  appoint 
the  fame  to  be  carried  into  effeft;  and  alfo  authorife 
the  trufteesto  ftate  the  fafts  above  mentioned  in  ai 
memorial  to  the  holders  of  the  patent. 

It  was  further  ftated,  that  fince  the  bufmcfs  of 
letting  the  Theatres  to  Mrs  Eften  became  public,  the 
fupporters  of  Mr  Kdmble  had,  by  paragraphs  in  the 
newfpapers,  and  otherwife,  attempted  to  call  in  qucf- 
tion  her  right  to  the  leafc,  as  well  as  that  of  the  cre- 
ditors to  grant  it.  How  far  a  confpiracy  of  this  fort 
miglit  deferve  public  profecution  and  puniflimcnt, 
d  2  might 
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• 

might  be  a  matter  for  future  deliberation.  At  prcfent, 
it  was  fubmitied,  that  the  creditors  ought,  in  juftice 
to  themfelves,  to  authorife  an  advertiferaent  to 
be  put  into  the  London  and  Edinburgh  newfpapcrs, 
by  their  authority,  cxpreffive  of  the  circumftances 
and  fafts  of  their  having  let  the  Theatres  as  before 
recited. 

^ Mm^ ^^^ S»^ S*  iti  ■^^■^'^■^^■■^^ 

No.  XIII. 


Edinburgh^  loth  Augu/i  1792. 
Sir, 
On  the  part  of  Mr  Stephen  Kemble,  manager 
of  the  Theatre  Royal,  Newcaftle,  I  hereby  make 
oflfer  to  you,  as  one  of  the  truftees  on  the  eftate  of 
Mi;  John  Jackfon,  of  the  fura  of  five  hundred  pounds 
Sterling,  for  a  leafe  for  one  year,  from  the  2d 
day  of  November  ^ext,  of  the  Theatres  of  Edm- 
burgh  and  Glafgow.  Mr  Kemble  will,  bcfides  the 
above  fum,  pay  the  whole  public  burdens  due  from 
both  Theatres. 

Or  Mr  Kemble  will  pay  fuch  rent  as  (hall  be 
fixed  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  and  the 
Right  Honourable  Henry  Dundas,  the  patentees. 
He  will  find  unexceptionable  fecurity  for  perfor- 
mance of  his  engagements ;  and  if  the  truftees  chufc 
it,  he  will  extend  the  leafe  to  fuch  longer  period 
of  time  as  they  (liall  fettle  with  him.  I  am. 
Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 
JAMES  GIBSON. 

Mr  John  King^  accomptant  in  Edinburgh. 

No. 
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No.  XIV. 


Sir, 

Your  letter,  addreffcd  to  Mr  King,  dated  the  loth 
of  Auguft  1792,  was  fent  by  him  to  me  this  day, 
containing  an  oflfer  of  L,  500. 

The  offer  is  altogether  inadequate,  and  at  what- 
ever period  it  had  been  made,  it  would  not  have 
been  accepted.  It  is  now,  however,  two  late,  as 
I  have  agreed  provifionally  to  let  the  Theatre  for 
L.  1000  to  Mrs  Eften,  in  confequence  of  the 
powers  from  the  laft  meeting  of  creditors. 

For  your  delay  in  not  offering,  you  can  only 
blame  yourfelf ;  as  I  told  you  iilPrinces-ftreet,  a  day 
or  two  after  the  Theatres  were  advertifed,  that 
I  had  offers,  which  would  be  accepted  of,  if  Mr 
Kemble  did  not  come  forward  in  time. 

As  to  the  offer  being  iv(  any  refpeft  adequate, 
your  knowledge  in  the  bufmefs,  when  afting  for 
the  former  truftee,  muft  fatisfy  you  to  the  contrary. 

Last  year,  you  did  not  hefitatc  to  declare,  that 
you  would  (hut  up  the  Theatre,  rather  than  take  fuch 
a  rent,  or  allow  any  perfons  whatever  to  control 
the  rent.  Whit  reafon  there  is  for  altering  your  opi- 
nion fo  completely  this  year,  you  can  bell  explain. 

As  to  a  reference  of  the  rent  to  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton  and  Mr  Dundas,  had  you  made  fuch  a 
propofal  at  the  meeting  of  creditors,  you  would 
have  known  their  fentiments.  Although  I  enter- 
uin  a  very  great  refpeft  for  the  Noble  Duke  and 

Mr 
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Mr  Dundas,  I  Ihould  doubt  how  far  a  reference 
would  be  a  proper  mode  of  difpofing  of  the  proper- 
ty  of  creditors  ;  and  I  am  confident,  that  neither  of 
them  would  incline  to  enter  into  fuch  a  bufinefs. 
I  am,  &c. 

ROBERT  PLAYFAIR. 


No.XV. 


EDINBURGH  THEATRICALS. 

The  conteft  for  majnager  of  this  Theatre  is  at 
laft  ended.  On  Wednefday  the  i8th  inftant,  the 
Dean  of  Facidty  fettled  it  thus :  That  Mr  Kemble, 
who  this  year  rents  the  Theatres  of  the  creditors  of 
Mr  Jackfon,the  late  manager,  at  the  enormous  rent 
ofL.  1360,  is  to  pay  Mr  Jackfon  half  the  profits 
arifing  this  feafon ;  and  every  other  fcafon  after,  Mr 
Kemble  is  to  be  proprietor  with  Jackfon,  and  folc 
manager,  for  which  he  is  to  be  allowed  a  falary 
out  of  the  profits  ;  and  that  falary  to  be  hereafter 
appointed  by  the  Dean  of  Faculty. 

At  iirft  fight,  it  may  appear  not  equitable,  that 
Mr  Kemble  (hould  give  Jackfon  half  the  profits  of 
this  year,  after  hazarding  fo  large  a  fum  for  the 
rent.  It  is  thus  explained  :  Subfequent  to  Mr 
Kemble's  taking  the  Theatre,  he  made  Jackfon  a 
voluntary  offer  of  half  the  concern,  provided  Jack- 
fon found  fecurity  for  his  part  of  the  rent.  This 
Jackfon  accepted,  but  did  not  produce  that  fecurity 

which 
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which  Kcmblc  approved.  This  matter  was  left  to 
the  decifion  of  the  Dean  of  Faculty,  which  he  de- 
termined as  above*. 

The  feafon  has  been  fo  fuccefsful,  as  to  yield 
confiderable  profits  :  So,  though  Kcmble  gives  up 
the  half  of  thefc  profits,  he  has  got  in  return  half 
of  the  property,  while  Jackfon  has  any  concern  in 
it.  This  fpeculation,  therefore,  has  been  ultimately 
good. 

Jackson  has  too  long  fuppreffed  the  public  enter- 
tainment. The,  whole  of  his  conduft  has  appeared  in- 
explicable, though  he  has  held  the  Theatres  for 
eleven  years. 

Arous,  2ith  July  1792. 


TO  THE  PUBLIC. 

London. 
Kemble  writes,  that  he  is  fafe  in  the  Edinburgh 
Theatre — that  the  Dean  of  Faculty  affures  him  no 
other  Perfon  (hall  have  the  Houfe;  and  if  any 
Company  ihould  open  another ^  he  will  commit  them 
to  prifon  iotjlurdy  vagrants  and  vagabonds. — They 

who 

*  The  deereet-arbitral  was  not  ifTued  till  Auguft  9th,  but 
the  purport  of  it  was  thus  anticipated  in  the  above  advertifc- 
xnent,  which  was  inferted  by  an  intimate  of  Mr  Kemble*!, 
who  confcfled  that  he  did  it  to  prevent  hidden^  of  which  1  fluU 
produce  proof  when  required. 
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who  therefore  engage  here,  will  do  well  to  confider 
this  threat. 
Public   Ledger, 
Aug.  28.  1792. 

There  were  a  variety  of  other  advertifements  in 
the  different  papers  in  London,  to  the  fame  pur- 
port,  the  contents  of  which  were  MALICIOUS, 
SCANDALOUS,  and  FALSE, 

No.  XVI. 


ADMONITION  and  EXHORTATION  by 

the  Reverend  Presbytery  of  Edin-^ 
BURGH,  to  all  within  their  Bounds,  dated, 
Edinburgh^  January  ^.  ^757? 

The  Preftytery  taking  into  their  ferious  con- 
fidei'ation  jhe  declining  ftate  of  religion,  the  open 
profanation  of  the  Lord's  day,  the  contempt  of 
public  worfhip,  the  growing  luxury  and  levity  of 
the  prefeht  age,  in  which  fo  many  feem  lovers  of 
plcafure,  more  than  lovers  of  God  ;  and  being  par- 
ticularly  affcfted  with  the  unprecedented  countenance 
given  of  latie  to  the  play-houfe  in  this  place,  when 
the  ftate  of  the  nation,  and  the  circumftances  of  the 
poor,  raalce  fuch  hurtful  entertainments  ftill  more 
pernicious  ;  judge  it  their  indifpenfible  duty  to  ex- 
prefs,  in  the  moft  open  and  folemn  manner,  the 
deep  concern  they  feel  on  this  occafion. 

The 
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The  opinion  which  the  Chriftian  church  has 
always  entertained  of  ftage  plays  and  players,  as 
prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  religion  and  morality, 
is  well  known  ;  and  the  fatal  influence  which  they 
commonly  have  on  the  far  greater  part  of  mankind, 
particularly  the  younger  fort,  is  too  obvious  to  be 
called  in  queftion. 

To  enumerate  how  many  fervants,  apprentices, 
and  ftudents  in  different  branches  of  literature,  in 
this  city  and  fuburbs,  have  been  feduced  from  their 
proper  bufmefs,  by  attending  the  ftage,  would  be  a 
painful  and  difagreeable  taik. 

The  Prefbytery,  in  the  year  1727,  when  con- 
fifting  of  many  pious,  prudent,  and  learned  mini- 
fters,  whofe  praife  is  in  all  the  churches,  being  a- 
ware  of  thefe  evils,  did  prepare  a  paper,  which  was 
read  from  the  feveral  pulpits  within  their  bounds, 
warning  their  people  agarnft  the  dangerous  iufeclion 
of  the  Theatre,  then  erefted  there. 

In  the  year  1737,  the  legiflature  in  their  great  wif- 
dom,  did,  by  an  aft  of  the  loth  of  George  IL  enaft 
and  declare,  ''  that  any  pcrfon  who  ihould  for 
Jiirc  or  reward,  aft,  or  caufe  to  be  afted,  any  play  or 
other  entertainment  of  the  ftage,  without  the 
fpecial  licence  and  authority  mentioned  in  the  (aid 
aft,  ftiould  be  deemed  a  rogue  and  a  vagabond ; 
and  for  every  fuch  offence,  (hould  forfeit  the  fum  of 
L.50  fterling." 

At  that  time  a  projeft  was  fct  on  foot  to  obtain 
a  licenced  Theatre  in  this  city  ;  but  the  mafters 
and  profeffors  of  the  univerfityj  fupporjed  by  the 
magiftratcs,  having  prepared  a  petition,  fetting  forth 
the  dangerous  tendency  of  a  playhoufe  here,  with  re- 
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fpeft  to  the  important  intcrefts  of  virtue  and  learning, 
the  prcjcft  was  laid  afidc. 

The  players,  hoM'evcr,  being  fo  audacious  as  ro 
continue  to  aft  in  defiance  of  the  law,  the  Prcfbytery 
did,  at  their  own  charge,  profecute  them  before  the 
court  of  fcffion,  and  prevailed  in  the  proccfs  :  The 
players  were  fined  in  terms  of  law,  and  warrants 
being  iffued  for  apprehending  them,  they  fled  frdm 
juftice.  But  others  came  in  their  place  ;  who  fince 
that  time  have  attempted  to  elude  the  law,  by  chang- 
ing the  name  of  the  Playhoufe  into  that  of  the  Con- 
ceri'haH. 

As  fuch  a  flight  evafion,  the  mere  change  of  a 
name,  could  not  make  the  fmalleft  variation  in  the 
nature  of  the  thing,  the  Prelbytery  continued  to 
do  all  in  their  power,  and  in  their  fphere,  to  pre- 
vent the  growing  evil ;  and  think  themfelves  at  this 
time  loud  ly  called  upon  in  one  body^  and  with  one  i-oice, 
to  expoflulate,  in  the  bowels  of  love  and  compaiEon, 
wich  all  under  their  care  and  infpeftion. 

When  our  gracious  Sovereign,  attentive  to  the 
voice  of  providence,  is  calling  from  the  throne  to 
humiliation  and  praytr,  how  unfecmly  is  it  for  his 
fubjcfts  to  give  tliemftlves  up  to  minh  and 
jollity  1  when  the  war  in  which  we  are  engaged, 
and  many  awful  tokens  of  the  divine  difpleafurc, 
bcfpeak,  as  in  the  langUure  of  an  infpired  writer, 
to  redeem  the  titne^  bceaufe  the  days  are  evil ;  (bould 
that  time  be  fqiiandered  away  in  nmning  the  con- 
ftanr  ground  of  fooliih,  nut  to  fay  finful  amufcmcnts  ? 
When  the  wants  and  cries  of  the  numerous  poor 
require  extraordinary  fupplic^,  how  ilnaccouniablc 
is  it  to  laviih  away  vail  funis  for  fuch  vain  and  idle 

purpofes ! 
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purpofes  !  When  the  wifdom  of  the  nation  has 
guidjed  the  mhabirants  of  this  city  and  fuburbs  from 
the  infeftion  of  the  ftage,  by  a  plain  and  exprefs 
ftatute,  is  it  not  a  high  inftance  of  folly  to  break 
down  that  barrier,  and  open  a  door  with  their  own 
hands  for  theatrical  reprefenrarions  ?  which  are  in 
many  refpefts  no  lefs  inconfiftent  with  good  policy^ 
than  unfriendly  to  religion  ;  and  will  be  found  foon- 
cr  or  later  to  afFeft  their  temporaj  as  well  as  fpiri- 
tual  interefts. 

On  thefe  accounts,  and  for  many  other  obvious 
and  weighty  confiderations,  the  Prefbytcry,  warmed 
with  jufl  concern  for  the  good  of  fouls,  do,  in  the 
fear  of  God,  warn,  exhort,  and  obtell,  all  within 
their  bounds,  as  they  regard  the  glory  of  God,  the 
■credit  of  our  holy  religion,  and  their  own  welfare^ 
to  walk  worthy  of  the  vocation  wherewiih  they  arc 
called,  by  flic  wing  a  facred  regard  for  the  Lord's 
day,  and  all  the  ordinances  of  divine  infl:itution  ; 
and  by  difcouraging  in  their  refpeclive  fpheres,  the 
illegal  and  dangerous  entertainments  of  the  ftage. 

The  Prelbytery  would  plead  with  all  in  authority,' 
with  teachers  of  youth,  parents  and  mafters  of  fa- 
milies, to  reflrain,  by  every  habile  method,  fuch  as 
are  under  their  influence,  from  frequenting  thofe 
feminaries  of  folly  and  vice.  They  would  particu- 
larly befeech  the  younger  part  of  their  flocks,  to 
beware,  left,  by  example,  or  from  a  fcolilh  defire 
of  appeariiig  in  the  fafhionable  world,  they  be  mided 
into  fuch  pernicious  fnares  ;  fnares  which  muft 
neccfTarily  retard,  if  not  entirely  mar  that  progrefs  in 
the  refpeftive  parts  of  their  education,  on  which 
their  future  ufcfulnefs   and  fuccefs   depend.     And 
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laftly,  they  would  entreat  and  obtefl:  perfons  of  all 
ranks  and  conditions,  that  inflead  of  contributing 
to  the  growing  liccntioufnefs  of  the  age,  they  may 
diflinguifli  themfelves  by  fhining  as  lights  in  the 
world,  being  blamelefs  and  harmlefs,  the  fons  of 
God,  without  rebuke,  in  the  midft  of  a  crooked  and 
perverfc  nation,  occupying,  for  the  great  purpofcs 
of  the  honour  of  God,  and  the  good  of  mankind, 
that  time,  that  fubftance,  and  thofe  other  talents, 
which  they  have  received  from  their  Lord  and  Maf- 
ten 

On  the  whole,  the  Prefbytery,  in  the  mod  ear- 
nefl:  manner,  call  upon  all  who  have  the  intereft  of 
religion  at  heart,  to  plead  fervently  at  the  throne  of 
grace,  in  the  prevailing  name  of  the  great  Mediator, 
tint  ill  the  Spirit  be  poured  upon  us  from  on  highy  and 
the  wildernefs  be  a  fruitful  Jield^  and  the  fruitful 
field  be  counted  for  a  for  eft  ;  then  judgement fhall  dwell 
in  the  ivVdernefsy  and  rlghteoufnefs  remain  in  the 
fruitful  field  ;  and  the  work  of  rightccufnefs  fhall  be 
peace ^  and  the  effed  of  right coufnefs^  grcatnefs  and  af 
furance  for  ever. 

The  Prefbytery  appoint  this  admonition  and  ex- 
hortation  to  be  read  from  all  the  pulpits  within  their 
bounds,  on  the  laft  Sabbath,  being  the  thirtieth  day 
of  this  monih,  immediately  after  divine  fcrvice  be- 
fore noon. 
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No.  XVII. 

RESOLUTIONS  of  the  PresbyteryoF  Glas- 
gow, refpecling  the  reprefentation  of  the 
Tragedy  of  Douglas^  as  inferted  in  the 
public  prints,  February  2.  1757. 

The   Prcfbytery   having   fecn    a  printed  paper, 
iotitled,  *'  An  Admonition  and  Exhortation  oj  the  Re- 
verend Prcjbytcry    of  Edinburgh ^^    which,    among 
other   evils    bewailing,  laments   the    extraordinary 
and  unprecedented  countenance   given  of  late   to 
the  playhoufc  in  that  city  ;    and  having  good  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  this  refers  to  the   following 
melancholy,    but    notour    fafts,   that  one  who  is 
a  rainifter  of  the  church  of  Scotland,  did  himfelf 
write  and  compofe  a  ftage-play,  intitled   the  tra- 
gedy  of  DougJasy   and   got  it  to  be   afted   in    the 
Theatre  at  Edinburgh  ;  and  that  he,  with  fcveral  o- 
ther  minders  of  this  church,  were  prefent,  and  fome 
of  them   oftner  than  once,  at  the  afting  of  the  faid 
play,  before  a  numerous  audience  ;   the  Prclbyttry, 
deeply  affefted  with  this  new  and  flrange  appear- 
ance, do  think  it   their  duty   to   declare,   as  they 
hereby  do,  that  they  agree  with  the  Prefbyrery  of 
Edinburgh,   in  the    fentiments  publifhed   by  them 
'    with  refpeft  to  ftage-plays ;    and  particularly  that 
fuch    entertainments,   from  what  has  ufually  been 
exhibited  in  them,  and  alfo  from  the  diffhue  lives 
(for  mod  part^  and  infamous  characters  of  the  play- 
ers, have  been  looked  upon,  by  the  Chridian  church, 
in  all  ages,  and  of  all  diiFcrent  communions,  as  ex- 
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trcraely  prejudicial  to  religion  and  morality,  as  well 
as  hurtful  to  the  other  valuable  intcrefts  of  human 
fociery,  by  the  waftcful  expence  of  money  and  time 
they  have  occafioued  ;  and  being  convinced  by  long 
experience,  a  fure  reft  of  the  tendency  of  any  a&ioQ 
or  praclice,  how  v^in  it  is  to  expeft  fuch  a  reforma- 
tion of  the  ftape,  as  inconfiftent  with  the  ends 
aforefaid  ;  and  therefore  fuch  entertainments  fliould 
be  difcouraged  and  laid  afide.  And  the  Prefbytcry, 
farther  confidcring  that  the  unprecedented  coun- 
tenance  given  the  play-houfc,  in  the  inftance  men- 
tioned, is  greatly  aggravated  by  a  late  aft  of  par- 
liamenr,  rendering  the  ftage  (becaufe  not  licenced^ 
unlawful  in  Scotland  ;  and  alfo  from  the  prefent 
circumftances  of  the  nation  with  regard  to  the  war 
we  are  engaged  in,  the  dearth  of  provifions,  and 
the  awful  tokens  of  the  anger  of  juft  heaven  againft 
us ;  they  therefore  hereby  appoint  and  intruft 
fuch  of  their  members  as  fliall  reprefent  them  ill 
the  enfuing  General  Affcmbly  of  tliis  Church,  to  move 
and  infift,  in  a  regular  manner,  that  the  venerable 
affembly  do  dec^are,  by  a  public  aft,  their  judge- 
ment, and  that  of  this  national  church,  agalnft  the 
entertainments  of  the  theatre,  as  of  very  hunful 
tendency  to  the  intcrefts  of  religion  and  fociety. 
Secondly^  Tl'hat  the  aflembly  do  ftriftly  enquire  if  the 
fafts  above  mentioned,  vix.  that  a  miniftcr  of  this 
church  has  compofed  and  procured  to  be  afted,  on 
^hc  theatre  in  the  Canongate  of  Edinburgh,  the 
tragedy  called  Dcuglas  ;  and  that  ihe  reprefcnta- 
rion  of  the  faid  tragedy  was  attended  by  him  and 
feveral  other  miniftcrs,  having  been  under  tlie  con- 
jkIc  rarion  of  the  Prefbyteries  rcfpcftively  concer- 
zr.l  :    u::d  whether  their  miniftcrs,  being  found  guil- 
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ty,  have  been  cenfured  as  their  faults  defervcd  ; 
and  to  give  fuch  direftions,  as  they  in  their  wif- 
doms  fhall  find  neceffary,  that  fuch  minifters,  and 
all  others,  may  be  fenfible,  that  the  church  of  Scot- 
land will  never  proteft  her  members  in  a  prafticc 
fo  unbecoming  their  charafter,  and  of  fuch  per- 
nicious tendency  to  the  great  intereflis  of  religion, 
induftry,  and  virtue.  And,  lajily^  That  the  aflembly 
would  ufe  their  bed  endeavours  to  obtain  fuch  an 
explieation  and  enforcement  of  the  aft  of  the  17th 
George  the  II.  anent  the  play-houfe,  as  it  may  not 
be  liable  to  the  pitiful  cvafions  by  which  it  is  now 
eluded. 

No.  XVIII. 


LETTER,  John  Seton,   Efq  ;  to  Walter 
Ross,  Efq;  original  produced. 

London^  2'jthyuly  1786. 
Dear  Sir, 
Mr  Dundas  left  this  country  for  a  better,  I 
mean  Scotland,  lad  week.  He  did  not  choofe 
to  fign  the  letter  to  Lord  Salifbury,  hereto  an- 
nexed, by  himfelf,  but  was  to  fee  Duke  Ha- 
milton at  Edinburgh  races,  when  they  were  both 
to  fign  and  fend  it  to  me ;  but  in  cafe  the  confufion 
incident  to  fuch  meetings  {hould  put  this  bufmefs 
out  ^  of  head,  I  think  you  fliould  put  Mr  Dundas 
in  remembrance.  As  foon  as  I  have  it,  and  no  foon- 
er,  can  I  apply  at  the  Chamberlain's  office  for  the 
patent.     Mr  Dundas  had  fome  delicacy  in  applying 

for 
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for  a  patent  for  aPlayhoufe,  without  explaining  \hz 
reafon,  and  without  a  colleague  ;  and  the  annexed 
letter  k  wrote  to  remove  his  objeftion.     Yours,  &:c. 

(Signed)    J.  SETON. 
Walter  Ro/sj  E/q  ;  Edinburgh. 

No.   XIX-  ^ 

DRAUGHT  of  a  LETTER  fubjoincd  to  the 
foregoing. 

My  Lord, 

In  order  to  put  an  end  to  difputes  which  have  a- 

rifen  relative  to  the  renewal  of  the  patent  for  the 

Edinburgh  Theatre,  now  near  expiring,   we  have 

been  requeued  to  apply  for  the  fame  in  our  joint 

parties  concerned 

names,  as  truftees  for  the  }i  '^'c  ;  and  Mr  J9hn 
Jackfou  the  prefent  patentee  havings  confented 
thereto,  we  are  to  requeft  your  Lorolnip  humbly 
to  move  his  Majcfty  for  a  renewal  of  the  faid  parent 
in  our  joint  names,  for  twenty- one  years,  from  and 
after  the  expiration  of  the  prefent  term. 
The  Right  Honourable  the  Earl  of  Salijbury. 

N.  B.  Another  copy  of  this  draught,  with  the 
words  parties  concerned^  interlined  by 
Mr  Dundas's  own  hand,  is  in  Mr 
Seron*s  office. 
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No.  XX. 

V 

ANSWER,  Walter  Ross,  Efq;  to  John 
'  Seton,  Efq;   Copy  produced. 

Edinburgh^  Stb  Auguft  1 7I6. 
Dear  Sir, 

Your  letter  was  fcnt  to  me  by  Mr  Dundas,  fign- 
cd  ;  but  it  contains  three  very  wrong  words,  *'  Truf- 
tctfor  the  public.*^  We  have  all  along  denied  that 
the  public  had  any  right.  That  is  the  very  difpu^e, 
the  point  we  have  fought,  and  therefore  the  expref- 
iion  is  radically  wrong. 

The  public  never  requefted  bis  Grace  of  Hamil- 
ton or  Mr  Dundas  to  do  any  thing  in  the  matter* 
It  was  Mr  Jackfon  and  I  who  made  the  requeft,  be- 
caufc  we  would  not  confent  to  fhonen  the  patent 
a  fingle  day.  We  might  have  had  it  ourfelves  ; 
and  you  know  the  terms  well.  How  then  could 
you  conceive  we  were  at  oneftroke  to  give  it  to  the 
public  ;  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  to  trujieesfor 
the  public.  I  have  therefore  altered  thefe  words, 
and  put  in  their  place,  all  concerned.  iThis  preferves 
the  right  of  all  parties  as  they  (land  at  this  moment. 
I  have  apprifed  Mr  Dundas  of  the  alteration ;  and, 
as  foon  as  I  can,  (hall  tranfinit  you  the  letter.  My 
bed  and  kindefl  compliments  to  Mrs  Seton.  I  am 
forry  (he  does  not  accompany  you  here.     I  am,  &c. 

'John  Seton,  Efq;  Golden  Square. 
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LETTER,  John  SETON,Efq;  to  John  Jack- 
SON,  Efq;  Original  produced*. 

Golden  Square,  i6tb  Augujl  1786. 
Sir, 
I  DULY  received  your  letter  of  the  8th  inftant,  in- 
clofing  one  figned  by  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Hamil- 
ton and  Mr  Dundas,  relative  to  the  renewal  of  the  pa- 
tent  for  the  Edinburgh  Theatre,  to  which  bufinefs 
I  fliall  pay  all  the  attention  in  my  power  ;  and  ftiould 
I  want  any  afliftance,  I  will  let  you  know.  It  will 
be  neceffary,  in  the  mean  time,  that  you  remit 
L.  100  to  pay  the  fees,  as  foon  as  you  conveniently 
Can.     Remembei«*i6  to  Mr  Rofs  j   and  believe  me. 

Dear  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)     JOHN  SETON. 

John  Jack/on,  Efq\  Theatre  Royal,  Edinburgh. 

♦  The  above  Icttcrt,  No.  XVIII.  XIX.  XX.  and  XXL 
Jtfcr  10  Sc^.  Vlll.  p.  138. 
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John  Jackson,  Efq;  for  the  Expcnce  of  fo- 
licidng  and  obtaining  his  Majefty's  Royal 
Letters  Patent,  licencing  bis  Grace  Douglas 
Duke  of  Hamiltpn  and  Brandon,  and  the 
Right  Honourable  Henry  Duridas,  Treafur- 
er  of  the  Navy,  and  their  Afligns,  to  efta- 
blifli  a  Theatre  in  the  City  of  Edinburgh. 

1788.  Fees  paid  at  the  Lord  Chamberlain's  office  for 
warrant,  wiih  two  names,  ftapaps,  palling  and 
cntcririgj        -        L.ap    4    9 
Gratuity  to  Mr  Ely,  firft     . 

clerk,  -  10  10     o 

Ditto  to  meffenger,  i     i     o 


.31   IS     P 

Attorney  General's,  for 

the  bill  and  ftamps^  12     5     o 

Secretary  of  State's  office, 

for  the  bill  and  two 

names,         -  -  910 

Signet-office  fccs,ftamps, 

&c.  -        -  ^3     7^ 

Privy-Seal    office    fees, 

ftamps,  &c.         -  ^3     7^ 

Great-Seal  fees,  ftamps, 

&c.  .  .  35     4     6 

Carried  orer ,    —     L.  1 1 4  1 9     6 
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Brought  over,    —    L«ii4i9    6 

Coacb-hire,poftages,mef- 
fengers,  and  fmall  gra- 
tuities, .     -        -  £     a     o 

Solicitor's  fee ;  ■  for 
drawing  the  applica- 
tion to  his  Majefty,  and 
fair  copies : — for  copies 
of  the  original  patent, 
and  alignments  there- 
of ;— for  repeated  at- 
tendances on  Mr  Dun- 
das,  Mr  Rofs,  and  Mr 
Jackfon  ; — ^for  follow- 
ing and  pafling  the  pa- 
tent through  the  differ- 
ent offices ;— for  corre- 
fpondence,  and  all  o- 
ther  writings  and  at- 
tendances, for  near  two 
years  not  charged  a- 
bove,        -        -  -      a6    5    o 


L-I43 

6    6 

Jan.  14.  By  Forbes  and 

Company  on 

^ 

Moffat    and 

Company,    L.100 

0    0 

May  127.  Paid  Mr  Jack- 

fon,                    20 

0    0 

9n 

0        0 

\J           Vi/ 

,' 
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No.  XXIII. 

Melvill'Cq/ile^  November  22. 1792. 

Madam, 

Mr  Dundas  deilres  mc  to  acquaint  you,  in  anfwcr 

to  the  mcflagc  I  delivered  to  him  from  you,  that  it 

is  not  his  intention  at  all  to  interfere  in  the  difputc 

betwen  Mrs  Eden  and  Mr  Kemble.    I  am. 

Madam,  Your  moft  obedient  fcrvant, 
(Signed)    ROBERT  HEPBURN. 

No.  XXIV. 


LETTER  from  Mr  Playfair  to  MrGiBiON, 
Agent  for  Mr  Kemblc. 

lyth  February  1793. 
Sir, 
In  your  papers,  given  into  Court  for  Mr  Kemble, 
you  mention  that  the  Duke  of  Hamilton's  confent  to 
Mrs  Eften  was  only  a  day  prior  to  that  given  by  Mr 
Dundas  to  Mr  Kemble.  I  underftand  that  feveral 
months  before,  you  wrote  to  the  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  requcfting  his  confent  to  Mr  Kemble's 
performance  under  the  patent;  to  which  his  Grace 
anfwered.  That  he  had  already  given  his  confent  to 
Mrs  Eften.  I  am  to  requcft  that  you  will  lodge  in 
procefs  a  copy  of  your  letter,  and  of  the  Duke's  an- 
fwer,    I  am.  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedietit  fcrvant, 
(Signed;     ROBERT  PLAYFAIR. 
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LETTER  from  his  Grace  the  Duke  of  Hamil- 
ton to  Mr  Gibson,  produced  in  coafe- 
qucnce  of  the  requQll  id  the  preceeding. 
Letter. 

Leeming  Lane^  Septembir  8.  1792* 

S  I  R, 

Having  confidcrcd  with  attention  the  ftate  of 
fafts  relative  to  the  Edinburgh  Theatre,  I  think,  that 
notwithftanding  the  very  high  opinion  I  entertain  of 
Mr  Henry  Erlkine  the  Dean  of  Faculty,  yet  I  cannpt 
conceive  that  Mr  Jackfon's  truftees,  or  his  creditors, 
can  be  reRraincd  by  Mr  Jackfpn'^  miiBve,  referred 
to  in  the  decreet-arbitral,  from  entering  into  an  a- 
greement  for  the  leafe  of  the  Edinburgh  and  Glaf- 
gow  Theatres,  to  any  other  perfon  than  Mr 
Kcmble. 

I  HAVE  been  ififormed,  that  previous  to  the  de- 
creet, a  treaty  had  been  depending  between  Mr  Jack- 
fon's  truftees  and  creditors,  and  Mrs  Eften,  for  a  leafe 
of  thofe  Theatres,  from  the  fecond  day  of  November 
next ;  and  an  agreement  to  that  effcft  was  aftually 
executed  in  London,  at  or  about  the  date  of  the  de- 
crcet :  I  therefore,  as  one  of  the  patentees,  cannot  reafon* 
ably  with'hold  the  benefit  of  the  patent  from  Mrs  Efien. 
1  have  the  honour  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  moft  obedient  humble  fervant, 

(Signed)     HAMILTON  &  BRANDON. 
fames  Oibfony  Efq\ 

FINIS. 
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*^*    Tlifere  an  a  few  typographical  errors  In  the  following    i 

Jbeets^  wbicbf  as  they  affeB  not  the  fenfe^  are  referred  to 

the  reader* s  correSlion.     Tie  ihret  following^  as  applying 

toftiBs^  with  one  reference  to  the  Appendix^  are  neceffa^^ 

rily  pointed  out : 

\.  ' 

Page  a6.  for  twenty-four  read  twenty  miles. 

Page  74.  for  Mrs  read  Mr  Thomfon. 

Page  113.  In  the  notes,ybr  1781  read  1782. 

Page  298.  for  No.  XI.  read  No.  XIL 

In  page  28.  to  Inigo  Jones,  the  appellation  of  SirwvLS  un- 
intentionally prefixed :  on  enijuiry  we  cannot  find  that  Inigo 
Jones  wa3  ever  regularly  knighted,  though  we  have  the  foU 
lowing  authority  that  he  was  fometimes  fo  ftyled  : 

One  of  Howell's  letters  to  Ben  Johnfon  runs  thus : 

**  I  heard  you  was  cenf^^red  lately  at  court,  that  you 
kave  lighted  too  foul  upon  Sir  Inigo^  and  that  you  write 
with  a  porcupine's  quill  dipped  in  too  much  gall*  Excufe 
me,  that  I  am  f o  free  with  you  ;  it  is  becaufe  I  am  in  no 
common  way  of  f riendlhip. 

Tours,  J.  H.** 
May  3.  1635. 

Ho%vell's  letters,  vol.  I.  f  ^«  No.   :io.  edit.   1650.  BioeraphU 
BriUimica,  v.  IV.  p.  2773. 
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